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PREFACE. 

The  principal  matetWs  from  wbicH  tlie  fbllbwitlf 
Life  is  compiled^  are  the  Diary  and'  Lcfttens  written 
by  the  Colonel  himself  dnring  thtf  Campaigns  in  wfeich 
he  was  engaged;  The(»e  mantu^ctipts,  it  would'  apptor, 
frefe  conraiitted  to  the  hands  of  his  widbt^,  who  was 
married  to  Sfa-  James  Campfi^n  of  Ardkinglajg,  Bart. 
After  her  death,  they  Were  thrown  aside,  ais  papers  of 
no  value,  and  lay  neglected  for  many  years.  When 
the  descendants  of  Sir  James  qtdtted  the  family  re^ 
sidence  near  Stirling,  a  quantity  of  papeiri^  Suppbsed 
to  be  useless,  were  sold  tb'd  tbbaccotlist  iff  tUaft  tbWiiJ 
and  among  these,  his  curiosity  dise<or^Sred;  aSkid^i^escQed 
from  destruction,  the  Diai*y  and  Lefttieiisr  frferred^  ttf. 
The  manuscripts  thusT,  ai^  it'  werfe,'  accidentally  prm 
se^ed,  happily  came  int6  the  pdi^ession  of  those  who 
perceived  their  worthy  smd  were  anxious  to^make  their 
usefulness  more  extensively  known.  Part  of  them 
were  shewn  to  the  Rev.  John  Newton,  then  (17^) 
Rector  of  St:  Maty's,  Lombard"«treeft,  London,  who 
expressed  his  opinion  that  their  publicfttion  might  db 
good,  and  Bgreed  to  write  a  recommendatory  preface 
With  this  view  they  Were  put  into  the  hands  of  Mr. 
John  Campbell,  then*  resident  in  Edinbtirgh,  noW 
Sifinist^  of  Ki^gBlatfd  Gfaap^l^  ue^  ljssti£s$^v  ^^^^ 
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well  known  by  big  Missionary  Travels  in  South  Af- 
rica.    Mr.  Campbell  transcribed  many  of  the  Letters 
and  made  several  Extracts — a  task  of  no  small  diffi- 
culty, from  the  smallness  and  faintness  of  the  charac- 
ter in  which  they  are  written ;  but  his  various  en- 
gagements hindered  him  from  preparing  them  for  the 
Press*    He  committed  them  to  the  care  of  Dr.  Charles 
Stuart,  of  Duneam,   who,  ever  ready  and  zealous 
to  promote  the  interests  of  religion,  willingly  under* 
took  to  superintend  their  publication.     The  volume 
made  its  appearance  about  twenty  years  ago,  and  was 
printed  for  the  benefit  of  the  Magdalene  Asylumt 
Edinburgh,  as  originally  intended  by  Mr.  CampbeD 
It  comprehended,  however,  only  twelve  years  of  f 
Diary,  being,  as  appears,  all  that  had  come  into 
EditcHr's  possesion  at  the  time  of  publishing. 

By  his  diligent  inquiries  among  the  Colonel 
viving  friends  and  relatives.  Dr.  Stuart  collects 
ous  particulars  of  his  family  and  parentage,  w^ 
prefixed  to  the  Extracts  ;  illustrating  the  wt 
short  historical  notes  and  explanations.     He 
recovered  twelve  additional  years  of  the  D? 
made  the  series  complete  from  1701  to 
these  he  acknowledged  himself  indebte 
lonel's  grand-nephew  and  represeptativf 
Blackader,  Esq.  Accomptant  General 

The  whole  of  the  original  Manusci 
ma^y  unpublished  Letters,  and  the  i 
Pwy  from  170Q  to  17^  inclusive, 
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of  the  present  Compiler.  The  former  Extracts  have 
been  revised  and  enlai^ed,  various  Letters  and  Select 
Passages  inserted,  so  as  to  render  the  Life  as  complete 
and  interesting  as  the  nature  of  the  materials  wiU  ad- 
mit.  A  chasm  of  fifteen  years  in  die  Colonel's  his- 
tory is  here  supplied;  historical  illustrations  have 
been  more  copiously  introduced,  so  as  to  render  the 
subject  intelligible  without  the  labour  of  consulting 
the  political  or  military  annals  of  the  times.  The 
peculiar  firaination  of  the  Cameronian  Regiment — the 
character  of  the  religious  Sect  from  which  it  was 
originally  composed — and  the  distinguished  share 
they  took  in  the  memorable  Revolution,  are  dwelt 
upon  at  considerable  length ;  not  alt<^ther  from  their 
connection  with  the  Coloners  personal  history,  for  he 
then  acted  in  a  very  subordinate  capacity ;  but  because 
they  throw  light  on  the  principles  and  conduct  of  the 
party  with  whom  he  was  associated  in  arms»— 41  party 
which  has  been  much  traduced  and  misunderstood. 

Of  the  execution  of  the  work,  the  public  must 
judge ;  of  its  fidelity  to  truth  and  fact  the  Author  can 
speak  with  confidence.  The  dates  and  form  of  the 
Diary  have  been  preserved ;  which  may  give  it  a  de- 
sultory and  disconnected  appearance ;  but  the  spirit 
and  expression  of  tlie  original  must  have  been  im« 
paired  had  it  been  thrown  into  the  form  of  a  continued 
narrative. 

Of  the  utility  and  entertainment  to  be  derived  fr^m 
Biography  in  general,  not  a  word  need  be  said^^nmce 
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oq^erially  from  the  lives  of  thoee  nulitary  men  wbo 
Ittive  acted  upon  Christian  principles,  and  while  fight- 
ing under  the  banners  of  an  earthly  sovordgn,  have 
not  forgotten  that  they  were  soldiers  of  the  Cross. 
•   The  &vourable  reception  of  Dr.  Stuart's  Extracts, 
encouraged  the  present  PubUsher  to  undertake  the 
work  on  a  more  full  and  oomprebensiYe  plan*     He 
had,  besides,  other  inducemmits ;  as  yarioos  attempts 
to  republish  Colonel  Blackader's  Lif^p  and  Diary  hare, 
from  time  to  tune,  been  made,  by  those  who  had  noit 
aoeess  to  the  original  sources  of  informatioii,  and  were 
Aersfore  m  danger  of  obt^mding  upon  the  world  d»* 
ftstit^  and  inaccurate  editions.     In  the  present  worV 
tfcwf  &nlts  have  been  avoided,  so  fiur  as  care  and  ^ 
Bsaiyh  could  accomplish  it. 

The  ctngraving  of  the  Cohm^  is  taken  fror 
tf^l^nal  Family  Painting;  whiqh  appears  fro: 
style  and  superiipr  manner  of  execution,  to  I 
workmanship  of  some  foreign  artist 

Subjoined  is  a  Ppem,  by  Colonel  Blackr 
titttled,  ^^  A  Vision  of  the  hsmi  Judgment," 
isf  m<N;e  properly  a  vision  of  the  latter  dp 
ing  the  degeneracy  of  man,  the  dissolution 
sial  univ^ras)  &c«^    It  seems  only  the  or 
otg,  Wg!^r  poem ;  but  the  piece,  so  fiur 
fHOum^  indications  of  «pi  cadginal*  mind 
cal  imagination. 
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COLONEL  BLACKADER,  &e. 


CHAPTER  I. 

I^ENEALOCicAL  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  REMARKil 


Family  of  Blackader— KTolices  of  the  C<doiiel'8  early  ]ife*-He  studiw 
at  Edinburgh— Enters  the  Army— Anecdotes  of  Dr.  William 
Blackader. 

LiiEUTENANT  CoLONEL  JoHN  Blackabeb  was  a  na- 
tive of  DumfrieB-shire.  He  was  born  in  the  parisk 
of  Gleneaim,  on  the  14th  of  September,  1664.  His 
father,  the  Rev.  John  Blackader,  was  minister  of 
Troqueer  in  the  presbytery  of  Dumfries ;  and  expelled 
at  the  restoration  of  Charles  IL  for  refusing  to  com* 
ply  with  Episcopacy,  which  the  government  had  im- 
prudently introduced  m  opposition  to  the  wishes  of 
the  church  and  the  nation.  Of  his  early  life,  very  little 
is  known  beyond  a  few  incidental  notices,  until  he 
entered  the  army  in  his  25th  year.  It  is  then,  chiefly, 
that  our  acquaintance  with  him  must  commence : 
But  as  there  is,  in  general,  a  curiosity  to  know  more 
of  the  history  at  a  ^tinguished  individual  than  his 
personal  adventures,  m>ine  prefinunary  nptices  of  his 
family  will  not,  I  am  persuaded,  be  unacee^bk  ta 
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the  reader.  Grenealogical  detail  is  not  our  purpose, 
and  has  been  given  elsewhere ;  yet  on  this  subject,  a 
few  observations  may  be  premised,  without  overstep- 
"fing  the  restrictions  of  Biography. 

Colonel  Blackader's  parentage  was  highly  respect- 
able. He  had  the  honour  to  be  connected,  by  propin- 
quity of  blood  and  hereditary  descent,  with  the  an- 
cient baronage  of  Scotland.  Tlie  original  family  was 
Blackader  of  that  Ilk  in  Berwicksliire,  who  had  ac- 
quired considerable  renown  for  their  military  acliieve- 
ments  in  the  Border  feuds,  so  early  as  the  minority 
of  James  IL  towards  the  middle  (^  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury. The  lands  from  which  they  derived  their  name 
were  the  gift  of  that  prince,  conferred  as  a  reward  for 
their  patrioticand  enterprising  activity  in  defending 
the  eastern  frontier,  against  the  frequent  and  often 
sanguinary  depredations  of  the  English.  An  exten- 
sive addition  was  afterwards  made  to  their  property, 
by  a  marriage  with  the  heiress  of  Tulliallan,  an  estate 
in  Perthshire.  This  became  afterwards  the  seat  of 
the  family,  when  the  avaricious  pretensions  of  a  rival 
clan,  the  Homes  of  Weddcrbum,  had  violently  dispos- 
sessed them  of  their  patrimonial  estate  in  the  Mers^^ 
The  castle,  now  in  ruins,  stands  on  the  northern  bank 
of  the  Forth,  near  Kincardine.  It  belonged  to  the 
late  Lord  Keith,  and  was  for  several  generations,  thir 
residence  of  the  Blackaders,  Barons  of  Tulliallan. 

The  House  of  Blackader  formed  at  various  tim< 
matrimonial   connexions   of  the   first   respectabiltt 
They  were  allied,  by  intermarriage,  to  the  noble  i 
ipily  of  Douglas  of  Angus,  Graham  Earls  of  M onteit 
and  Bruce  of  Clackmannan,  whose  line-  still  survi^ 
in  the  Earl  of  Elgin  and  Eancardinei 
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Living  in  the  days  of  war  and  chivalry,  they  seem 
to  have  imbibed,  in  no  inconsiderable  proportion^  tfae> 
martial  spirit  of  those  heroic  ages*  Stimulated  by  the^ 
maxims  of  a  perverse  errantry^  which  made  it  fashion-^ 
able  to  court  danger  for  the  love  of  fame, — ^to  seek 
military  glory  in  every  perilous  enterprise,  their  ro^ 
mantic  courage  led  them  to  wander  in  search  of 
honourable  adventures  under  the  standard  of  fareigw 
princes.  A  smaU  body  of  them  volunteered  for  the 
cause  of  Henry  VII.  in  the  wars  of  York  and  Lan-* 
castei".  They  were  present  at  the  battle  of  Bosworth^ 
the  field  that  terminated  the  life  and  reign  of  the  am^ 
bitious  Richard,  and  restored  the  Red  Rose  to  its  an-» 
cient  ascendancy.  The  heir  of  Blackader  followed 
the  banner  of  the  Douglases  at  Flodden,  and  perished, 
with  many  of  his  kinsmen,  in  that  disastrous  contest; 
They  espoused  the  part  of  the  unfortunate  Mary,  and 
sided  with  the  CavaKers  in  the  parliaitientary  wars  of 
Charles  I.  There  was  a  cadet  of  this  family  in  the 
Spanish  sendee,  under  Ludovic,  Earl  of  Crawford ;' 
and  another  served  with  Gustavus  Adolphus,  King  of 
Sweden,  in  his  campaigns  for  relief  of  the  distressed 
Protectants  in  Germany.  One  of  their  last  lineal  re-^ 
presentatives,  raised  a  body  of  troops,  and  joined  the 
Earl  of  Glelicaim,  who,  with  some  of  the  Highland 
chiefs  in  1653,  assembled  a  considerable  force  in  the 
North  to  repel  the  usurpations  of  Cromwell — the  last 
effort  that  was  made  to  retrieve  thie  departing  liberties, 
and  preserve  the  ancient  independence  of  Scotland. 

The  Blackaders  made  some  figure  in  the  ecclesias- 
tical, as  well  as  in  the  military  annals  of  their  counr*- 
try.  Prior  to  the  Reformation,  they  possessed  official 
jurisdiction  and  monldsh  dignities  mN«sW\)&.«dQK3i:&<^vsk 
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and  mMUttteries.  In  thooe  days,  the  rich  pflutrunony 
of  the  churoh  offered  a  prise  wcnrthy  of  competition* 
Spiritual  tiUei  and  monastic  revenuee  w^e  contested 
with  the  saioe  eagerness  as  earthly  crowns,  and  often 
Willi  the  sanae  arms«  The  lueratiye  endowments  of 
religious  foundations  were  either  monopolized  by  the 
nobles,  or  seized  by  those  who  could  l^uck  their  pious 
olaims  with  force,  and  by  casting  the  sword  inUf  the 
scale,  make  the  balance  of  justice  turn  in  their  favour* 
Hie  Priory  of  Goldingham  was  filled  repeatedly  by 
members  of  the  Blackader  £unily,  one  of  whom  waa 
murdered,  with  six  of  his  domestics,  to  make  way  tot 
IVilliam  Douglas,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Angus. 
Another  of  them  was  Dean  of  Dunblane,  and  suffered 
^  same  &te ;  another.  Archdeacon  of  Glasgow,  who 
fell  in  a  skirmish  at  Edinburgh  with  the  rival  &ction 
of  the  Homes;  and  another.  Abbot  of  Dundrennan 
in  Gblloway.  Of  this  House  also  was  Robert,  Bishop 
0f  Aberdeen^  who  was  afterwards  traiislated  to  Qlsifi* 
gow,  and  beefone  the  first  Metropolitan  of  that  jSee* 
It  was  during  his  incumbency,  and  chiefly  througb 
his  interest  with  Pope  Sextus  IV.  and  his  successor^ 
Innocent  VHL  that  this  new  Archbishopric  was 
erected,—- a  measure,  resented  with  jealous  indigna- 
tion by  his  Grace  of  St.  Andrews,  and  like  to  have 
occasioned  a  dangerous  schism  in  this  remote  province 
of  the  Catholic  dominions. 

The  last  Baron  of  TuUiallan,  Sir  John,  was,  in  1626, 
created  by  Charles  L  efne  of  the  Knights  Baronets  of 
Nova  Scotia, — a  dignity  which  none  of  his  posterity 
ever  enjoyed.  Being  cf  a  wasteful  and  extravagant 
turn,  he  impoverished  his  estate  and  retired  to  the 
continent.    He  bore  ft  commisoon  for  sen;ie  ^e  in 
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the  French  Guards,  and  died  in  America  about  the 
year  1651.  To  the  title  of  this  Knight  Baronet^ 
Colonel  Blackader's  father  lived  to  be  the  lineal  heir^ 
having  survived  dliM«rerolaunai>to.  Butaathepro- 
digaUty  ei  its  ftrst  possessor  had  reduced  it  to  aa 
empty  honour^  it  was  never  assumed  either  by  him* 
self,  or  amy  of  his  descendants.  * 

Colonel  Blaekader  was  from  a  younger  branch  of 
the  Tnllialkm  fimuly,  who  possessed  the  lands  and 
barcmy  of  Kurhall,  near  Culross.  One  of  his  imme«* 
diate  pr<^ensloirS)  his  great  grand-fath^,  married  a 
Amghter  of  tlie  celebrated  Rob^t  Pent,  minister  of 
Sl«  CtttiibertiV'  listtr  Edinbtrghy  an  eminent  Reformer, 
idil-iK-kMr  to*  Jefas  &io%  and  one  of  the  last  of  the 
ekrioni  ordbr  Itect-s^t  m  a  Lord  of  Session. 

But  of  all  this  remote  and  once  optdent  ancestry, 
nothing  remained  to  Colonel  Blaekader  except  the 
name.  He  mherited  no  other  advantage  from  it  than 
the  frivolous  boast  of  an  ancient  and  honourable  pedi* 
greet.  Long  before  his  birth,  &e  fortunes  of  his  fii* 
ndly  had  become  extinct,  partly  through  domestic 
emibamMBments,  and  partly  from  the  desolating  effects 
d«t  tihray.  foUow  the  storms  and  convuMons  of  poli. 
tioti  or  religious  hostilities,  in  a  kingdom  divided 
agisinst  itself.  These  deficiencies,  however,  he  re* 
panred  by  &e  celebrity  of  his  own  character.  His  re- 
putataon  as  a  brave  officer,  is  a  monument  that  will 
survive  when  the  glory  of  hereditary  distinctions  has 
perished.  His  piety,  as  a  devout  Christian,  has  earned 
Um  a  more  illustrious  title  than  any  he  could  have 
derived  from  antiquity  of  blood,  or  devation  of  birth. 


**  For  8  m«r0  poiiciilar  account  of  ihe  fSunily,  see  BladEader*!  Jfte- 
moin,  C3iap.  I. 
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His  father,  ss  has  been  already  noticed,  was  a  mi- 
nister of  the  church  of  Scotland.  The  history  of  tlds 
worthy  and  excellent  man,  besides  his  personal  suffer- 
ings, exhibits,  at  considerable  length,  a  detail  of  the 
various  cruelties  and  oppressions  to  which  this  coun- 
try was  subjected  for  twenty-^ight  years,  under  the 
Episcopal  persecution.  He  bore  a  proportional  share 
of  the  toils  and  harras»ngs  of  that  unhappy  period, 
being  one  of  tlie  most  .iude£attigable  and  intrepid 
preachers  of  his  time.  Though  expelled  from  his 
charge  at  Troqueer,  he  did  not  renounce  the  minis-p 
terial  privileges  of  his  office  when  deprived  of  its  tern* 
poralities.  Denied  access  to  the  established  pulpits, 
he  erected  the  standard  of  religious  liberty  in  the 
fields,  and  was  one  of  the  first  three  who  ventured 
their  lives  for  the  free  preaching  of  the  gospel. 

His  itinerary  labours  were  continued  for  nearly 
twenty  yearsj  with  a  zeal  and  .perseverance  truly,  apos- 
4olical,  and  a  success  altoirether  astonishinfi".  His  exes- 
tions  we  not  circums<i  to  Dumfriesshire  orGal- 
loway,  but  extended  to  almost  every  county '  south  of 
the  Tay.  There  was  scarcely  a  hill,  a  moor,  or.a 
glen  in  the  southern  and  western  districts  of  Scotland, 
where  he  did  not  hold  a  conventicle,  or  eelebrate  a 
communion.  In  these  excursions  he  was  frequently 
the  companion  and  co-adjutor  of  Welsh,  Peden,  Car- 
gill,  and  other  undaunted  Covenanters,  who  maintained 
the  rights  and  the  freedom  of  their  national  worsh^, 
in  thie  face  of  peril  and  sword.  In  1674,  he  wb»  pro^ 
claimed  rebel  and  frigitive,  and  a  premium  of  a  thou-« 
sand  merks  offered  to  any  that  should  kill  or  appre- 
hend hina.  But  the  goodness  of  providence,  with 
every  danger,  made  a  way  for  his  escape,  preserviiig 
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him  from  the  violence  of  barbarous  edicts,  and  bloody 
executioners.  After  the  defeat  at  Bothwell-Bridge,* 
he  went  over  to  Holland,  where  he  made  a  short  stay, 
and  proved  eminently  serviceable  in  allaying  those 
irritations  and  ill-natured  debates  that  had  sprung  up 
among  tiie  refugees,  from  want  of  proper  information 
on  the  true  state  of  Scottish  affairs.  On  his  return, 
he  was  apprehended  at  Edinburgh,  in  his  own  house, 
and  sent  a  prisoner  to  the  Bass  Rock,  then .  employed 
as  a  convenient  receptacle  for  the  persecuted  victims 
of  Prelacy.  In  this  bleak  and  solitary  isle,  he  lingered 
several  years  in  rigorous  captivity.  The  harshness  of 
his  treatasieait,  and  the  ungenial  air  -of  the  place,  ter- 
miniated  his  day&  He  died  in  1685,  and  was  buried 
in  tibe  church-yard  of  North-Berwick,  the  adjacent 
parish. 

w  14  was  about  two^  years  after  his  father's  ejection, 
tiiat  Colonel  Blackader  was  bom.  He  was  the  youngs 
est  of  five  sons,  all  of  whom  he  survived.  * 


*  The  fapuly  consisted  altogetlier  of  six  children.  The  eldest  son 
.WiUian^  was  horn  in  1647.  He  studied  medicine,  and  for  his  services 
at  the  revolution  was  made  physician  to  king  William;  he  died  in 
1704.  The  second  son,  Adam,  was  a  merchant.  He  had  been  several 
years  in  Sweden,  and  at  his  return  in  1685,  settled  in  Edinburgh.  He 
wrote  an  account  of  his  father's  sufferings  which  be  transmitted  to  the 
historian  Wodrow ;  and  some  political  tracts  concerning  the  Darien 
expedition,  and  the  state  of  parties  in  Scotland.  Robert,  the  third  son, 
studied  Theelegy,  and  died  «t  Utrecht  in  1689.  Thomas  went  to 
New-England,  and  died  before  his  father.  Elizabeth,  the  only  sur- 
viving daughter,  was  younger  than  the  Colonel  She  married  a  Mr. 
Ypung,  writer  in  Edinburgh,  and  appears  to  have  been  a  lady  of  re- 
inarkfd>le  piety  and  superior  learning.  She  kept  a  diary  or  <<  short  ac- 
count  of  the  Lord's  providence  towards  her,'*  which  gives  a  suuHnary 
of  thp  memorable  events  of  her  life  from  1700  until  1724.  A  f^urth^r 
account  of  these,  and  some  extracts  may  perhaps  be  given  in  an  Ap-< 
pendix. 
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The  act  that  extruded  the  presbyterian  minkters, 
•Irictly  f€Mrbade  residence  or  intercourse  with  their 
yuant  parishes.  The  penalties  of  the  law,  in  case  of 
QMHOonformity)  were  a  total  suspoision  of  their  salsr 
riss^  banishiaaent  without  the  hounds  of  their  respec- 
tive ^?esbyteries»  and  a  ^ohibiticm  to  settle  within 
tfiflb  mUes  of  their  f<H*m^  churches.  In  compliance 
with  these  injunctions,  Mr  Blackader  had  retired  to 
GleiieMrn,  which  was  beyond  the  boundaries  of  the 
act.  There  he  was  accommodated  with  the  house  of 
Bamdennochy  a  seat  of  the  Dowager  Lady  Craigdar- 
roch,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Minnyhive. 
In  this  retreat,  he  had  continued  until  the  winter  <^ 
1666,  when  he  was  obliged,  f<»r  greater  security^  to 
withdraw  to  Edwburgh,  as  reports  of  hk  boldB«fl8  in 
field-preaching  had  reached  the  ears  of  the  comftdl, 
and  attracted  the  notice  of  the  vdSitary  who  were 
peslad  in  the  districts,  of  GaUoway  and  Nithsdale^  to 
guard  the  new  Ejrfseopel  isttuaibeniiSj  aad  compd.  the 
refractory  parishioners  to  attend  their  sermons. 

A  party  of  Sir  James  Turner's  men  attacked  his 
)iouse,but  fortunately  he  had  made  his  escape.  IKsap^ 
pointed  of  their  prey,  they  threatened  to  wreak  their 
vengeance  on.  the  objects  that  remained*  They  buTHt 
the  furniture,  destroyed  or  carried  away  books  and  pro-^ 
^nsions,  and  having  pillaged  the  house,  they  left  the 
helpless  family  to  shift  for  themselves.  The  eldest  son 
went  to  Edinburgh.  The  CoLonel^  then  a  ehiidy  and 
the  rest  of  his  iH'others,  were  secreted  by  such  people 
in  the  neighbourhood  as  dared,  on  their  account,  to 
hazard  the  penalties  of  Reset  and  Converse.  From  the. 
state  of  the  country  at  that  time,  when  it  was  peremp- 
torily forbidden  to  hold  intercourse  with  disaffected 
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persons  or  make  charitable  contributions  for  tiieir 
gnpporty  it  required  both  courage  and  humanity  to  af- 
ford them  shelter  or  concealment.  All  who  were 
found  guilty  of  theee  benevolent  transgressions  we^ 
punishable  by  fine,  Imprisonment,  or  death;  But  the 
rigour  of  the  law  could  not  shut  up  the  channels  of 
compiumoii,  or  extirpate  the  common  sympitdiie.  of 
nature.  Notwithstanding  these  l^al'  prohibitions^ 
charity  was  often  brave  enough  to  extend  her  relief, 
and  sufficiently  ingenious  to  elude  deteeti<m«  Many 
were  ready  to*  peril  their  own  comfort 'aiid  tibiir  owH 
lives^  in  pity  to^  those  litde  vietidis  of  0{l]iraisioift 
Hun^peds  of  destitute  and  wsmdoping  fcq^ti'vwfouiMi 
a  sanctuary  in^  ihe  compassiottKte  hospitaMtjr  of  tMi 
countrymen. 

Sa  soon  as  circumstances  would  permit,  Mr  Blackn 
ader  collected  his  scattered  .family.  Hiey  resided 
chiefly  in  Edinburgh,  until  his  death,  sharing  wilb 
him  his  privacy  Mid  restraints,  according  as  the  storm 
of  p^nsecution  raged  or  abated.  In  the  midst  of  coin 
fusum  and  distraction,  he  seems  to  have  paid  every 
attenticm  to  their  literary  and  religious  attainmenta; 
employing  the  intervals  of  his  professional  engage^- 
m^its  in  storing  th^  minds  with  useful  imtruetion; 
He  himself  taught  them  the  rudiments  of  classical 
learamg,  and  furnished  them  with  an  educatiim,  ap* 
parently  beyond  his  means  and  opportunities.  They 
had  all  attended  the  ordinary  courses  of  Humanity 
and'  Philosophy  in  the  College  of  Edinburgh,  notwith- 
standing  the  political  impediments  with  which  acad^ 
mical  studies  were  then  fettered. 

Portly  after  the  Restoration,  the  Universities  were 
subjected  to  the  same  restrictions  as  the  church.     It 
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became  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importanoe  to  secure 
4;lie  seats  of  learning,  and  have  the  instructors  of  youth 
seasoned  with  proper  principles.  No  professor,  re- 
gent, or  master  was  allowed  to  continue,  or  be  ad- 
mitted into  office,  unless  he  took  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  king,  and  acknowledged  the  government  of  the 
church  by  bishops.  And  none,  except  persons  thus 
qualified,  were  allowed,  under  pain  of  rebellion,  to 
pongregate  any  number  of  scholars,  or  teach  such  lan- 
guages and  sciences  as  were  taught  at  the  Universi- 
ties, ■  The  College  of  Edinburgh  was  more  tardy  in 
her  compliance,  than  her  sister  seminaries.  Disaffec- 
tion was  there  more  firmly  rooted,  and  continued 
loiter ;  and  some  of  her  members  even  chose  depo- 
sition, in  preference  to  conformity.  Matters,  how- 
ever, were  not  urged  with  the  same  violence  and 
precipitancy  in  the  schools,  as  they  had  been  in  the 
church. 

Impositions  so  adverse  to  the  prevailing  sentiments 
of  the  nation,  greatly  impaired  the  interests  of  learn- 
ing,  and  the  prosperity  of  the  Universities.  Such  as 
had  adequate  finances,  repaired  to  the  continent,  and 
studied  under  foreign  masters.  At  Edinburgh,  about 
the  time  of  Colonel  Blackader's  attendance,  the  num- 
ber of  students  had  fallen  off  exceedingly.  So  few 
were  the  candidates  for  the  annual  degrees,  that  it 
was  sometimes  thought  needless  to  go  through  the 
ceremony  of  public  laureation.  *  One  reason  of  this 
extraordinary  deficiency  was,  the  conditions  imposed 
upon  all  applicants  for  literary  honours.     No  candi-* 


•  Bower's  History  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  voL  i.  p.  308. 
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date  was  permitted  to  graduate  without  taking  the 
oaths  to  the  government,  civil  and  ecclesiastical.  This 
^constrained  many,  after  finishii^  their  regular  course 
of  studies,  to  take  their  degrees  in  some  foreign  Univer- 
sity, where  letters  were  not  shackled  by  any  political 
disabilities.  For  this  purpose,  Mr  Blackader  sent  two 
of  his  sons-  abroad,  the  eldest  to  graduate  as  a  physi- 
4;iaxi  at  Leyden,  the  most  celebrated  school  of  Medi- 
cine in  the  world,  and  the  other  to  study  Theology  at 
Utrecht,  where  it  would  appear  he  had  also  designed 
to  send  his  youngest  son,  the  Colonel,  had  he  been  in 
a  capacity  to  defray  his  expenses.  Whether  his  father 
had  destined  him  for  the  church,  may  be  uncertain, 
but  he  speaks  of  him  as  a  youth  of  promise  and  abili4> 
ties,  and  laments  the  degraded  and  neglected  state  of 
education  in  his  own. country. "" 

From  Colonel  Blackader's  future  life  and  reflec- 
tions, it  is  manifest  he  had  imbibed  ^arly  impressions 
of  religion.  At  twelve  years  of  age,  he  is  said  to  have 
been  admitted  a  conmiunicant  to  the  sacrament  of  the 
Lord's  Supper.  He  appears  to  have  frequently  at- 
tended conventicles  and  communions,  which  were 
celebrated  in  the  open  fields,  and  which  had  b^un 
about  1077,  to  attract  inunense  crowds  of  hearers  from 
all  parts  of  the  country.  He  speaks,  in  his  Diary,  with 
rapture  of  those  quickening  and  refreshing  ordinances, 
and  con^lains,  that  he  felt  not  on  Sabbaths,  in  the 
army  abroad,  the  same  ardent  desires  and  tender 
.  mdtings  of  soul  that  he  used  to  have  in  Scotland. 
Amidst  the  confusion  of  battles,  and  the  licentiousness 


*  31ackader*s  Memoirs^  p.  341, 
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of  campsy  he  reverts,  with  a  mixture  of  delight  and 
jegret,  to  the  days  all  old,  when  he  went  with  the 
multitude  that  kept  solemn  fast,  and  took  sweet  coun*- 
sd  together.  His:  jnety,  though  early,  proved  uni- 
form and  i^iding. 

Much,  doubtless,  in  the  formation  of  his  eharaeter, 
must  be  ascribed  to  the  influence  of  his  Other's  in- 
structions and  example;  yet  devotion  seems,  as  it 
were,  to  have  been  inherent  in  his  constitution,  and 
all  his  inclinations,, from  his  tenderest  years,  happily 
predisposed  to  virtuct  His  infant  steps  were  trained  ~ 
with  care  to  the  paths  of  righteousness.  In  his 
heavenly  career,  he  marched  onward  steadily  and  pro- 
gressively, without  straying  or  d^enerating  from  his 
ci^urse, — ^his  life  advancing  to  perfection  like  the  momf 
ing  light,  and  shining  to  the  la^it  with  increasing 
brightness.  It  was  his  glory  and  felicity  to  maintain 
bii^  integrity  in  a  station  so  replete  witix  dangers  and 
temptations,  where  the  mind  is  so  apt  to  (xmtraot  a 
edntrary  bias,  and  where  a  negative  innocence,  or  an 
esemption  fromi  the  more  flagrant  vices,  may  be  re^ 
garded  as  virtuea  of  race  and  diflicult  attalnmentt 

We  have  not,  in  his  insttmce,  an  example  which  wb 
sometimes  And  in  the  histories  of  good  men,  of  tha 
subduing,  power  of  regenerating  grace  over  a  repcobate 
and  unrenewed  heart, — of  the  mysterious  efiicaoy  with 
which  it  operates  in  awakening,  and  trapsforming  mnn 
ners,  to  all  appearance  irrecoverably  losi;  who,  aft&f 
having  given  in  to  every  lawless  excess,  have  been 
suddenly  recovered,  as  by  miracle,  from  the  most  dar«« 
ing  profanity,  or  the  grossest  licentiousness.  It  is 
remarkable  by  what  variety  of  means  the  plans  of 
mercy  are  accomplishedf  and  what  trivial,  and  as' it 
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vnaee,  fortuitoiu  incidmitB  are  ofiben  made  the  oooar 
sion  of  producing  the  most  sui^irisiiig  and  m^neraUe 
changes.  The  hearing  of  a  sermon,  the  accidental 
pemfial  of  a  book,  an  afflicting  dispensation,  or  some 
unforeseen  deliverance,  has  frequently  been  to  many 
the  instrument  of  removing  the  scales  of  error  and 
darkness  firom  their  eyes,  and  altering  the  whole 
course  and  system  of  their  lives.  We  read  of  some, 
who^  having  outlived  the  religious  impresnons  of  their 
youth,  and  the  companions  of  their  folly,  and  after 
years  spent  in  utter  alienation  from  God,  have  been 
reclaimed  from  their  long  wanderings,  back  to  the 
paths  of  virtue  and  piety.  Conviction  is  made  to  r«^ 
kindle  those  sparks  of  divine  grace  which  seemed 
utterly  quenched  in  the  sink  of  depravity, — ^to  touch, 
as  it  were,  with  a  live  coal  from  the  celestial  altar, 
Aat  truth  which  had  lain  so  long  buried  and  captive 
in  their  hearts.  We  have  seen  the  most  devoted  slaves 
of  vice,  airested  in  their  wild  career  of  profligacy, 
while  pursuing,  with  headlong  eagerness,  the  phan-^ 
toms  of  unwortliy  delights-— overtaken  with  mercy  at 
the  solitary  unexpected  hour,  when  concerting  with 
their  own  corrupt  hearts  some  new  scheme  of  guilty 
pleasures.  Even  the  sceptic  and  the  infidel  have  been 
subdued  in  spite  of  all  their  reasonings  and  their  rail-i 
leries;  .remorse  lias  touched  their  consciences,  or  a 
ray  of  heavenly  light  has  penetrated  their  minds,  and 
unveiled,  their  danger  in  all  its  horrors  to  their  terri-^ 
fied  imaginations.  Frequently  has  religion  thus  seen 
her  Utterest  enemies  become  her  most  zealous  vota-^ 
ries,  and  transformed  into  her  brightest  ornaments. 
These  truths  require  not  the  corroboration  of  particu'*^ 
lax  instances,  they  are  illustrated  in  the  lives  of  de« 
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parted  saints,  as  well  as  in  many  living  examples  who 
fiitill  remain  monuments  to  the  victorious  power  of 
divine  grace.  Let  none,  however,  take  encourage- 
ment from  such  recoveries  to  continue  in  sin,  that  for 
this  cause  they  may  obtain  m^rcy,  or  that  a  miracle 
of  special  grace  may  be  wrought  in  their  behalf.  To 
reckon  fearlessly  on  this  interposition,  is  to  tempt  the 
Holy  Spirit,  and  rely  on  the  grossest  presumption. 
Such  instances  are  recorded  or  permitted  for  our  in- 
struction, and  not  for  our  imitation :  and  though  it 
be  true  that  there  may  be  joy  in  heaven  over  a  re^ 
pentant  sinner,  jmore  than  over  ninety-nine  righteous 
persons  that  went  not  astray ;  yet  ought  we  to  carry 
jfcbis  caution  along  with  us,  that  where  one  escapes  the 
iconsequences  of  his  presumption,  nine  hundred  perish 
in  their  iniquities. 

With  such  a  religious  east  of  mind,  it  may  appeiir 
singular  that  Colonel  Blackader  should  have  embraced 
a  military  life.  It  seems  to  be  the  profession,  to  which^ 
by  habit  and  education,  he  was  least  adapted,  and  in 
which  he  was  likely  to  encounter  more  ocoasioiis  of 
annoyance  and  vexation  than  in  any  other.  The  army, 
however,  may  probably  have  been  an  object  of  neces- 
sity, more  than  of  choice  with  him.  Other  situations 
might  be  more  eligible,  but  considering  the  political 
and  pecuniary  circumstances  of  his  family,  we  may 
su^N)se  they  were  placed  beyond  his  reach.  The 
government  that  had  proclaimed  his  father  a  rebel,  was 
not  likely  to  open  to  him  the  gates  of  favour  and  pre- 
ferment. But  at  the  time  he  entered  the  service, 
there  were  inducements  of  a  peculiar  kind.  The  me- 
morable Revolution  was  atchieved,  but  not  yet  con- 
firmed.    The  country,  emerging  from  slavery,  and 
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still  smarting  under  the  rod  of  oppression^  made  an 
-appekl  to  the  patriotism  of  every  citizen,  to  take  arms 
in  the  common  cause, — an  appeal  which  must  have 
been  doubly  enforced  by  the  remembrance  of  past  ii^ 
juries,  and  the  hope  of  a  glorious  deliverance.  These 
considerations  laid  an  imperative  command  on  every 
man  of  public  spirit  and  right  feeling,  to  stand  forth, 
if  not  to  avenge  their  common  wrongs,  at  least  to 
secure  their  recent  victory.  In  this  light,  they  must 
have  appeared  to  Colonel  Blackader,  who  had  himself 
been  a  sufferer,  and  seems  to  have  possessed  an  abun- 
dant share  of  natural  bravery.  A  sense  of  duty  alone, 
at  such  a  jimctiure,  might  overcome  that  scrupulous 
reluctance  to  war  and  bloodshed,  which  is  a  charac- 
teristic of  every  true  Christian. 

'  :  Whatever  dislike  or  aversion  may  be  felt,  and  every 
humane  spkit  must  feel  a  dislike  to  engage  in  civil  or 
foreign  hostilities,  yet  there  are  times  of  necessity 
when  the  public  welfare  rises  paramount  to  every 
o&er  consideration,  when  backwardness  or  negligence 
would  be  criminal.  Although  it  is  forbidden  to  pro- 
pagate or  maintain  religion  by  force,  the  use  of  the 
sword  is  nowhere  prohibited  in  defence  of  the  es- 
tabUfidbied  authorities.  When  the  peace  and  safety  of 
the  state  are  in  danger,  the  magistrate  is  not  only  em- 
powered, but  oUiged  to  employ  arms  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  anarchy  and  insubordination.  The  military 
profesaon,  so  far  from  being  condemned  as  unlawful, 
is  expressly  countenanced  and  sanctioned  in  Scripture. 
The  manifest  tendency  of  reli^on  undoubtedly  is,  to 
disincbne  and  restrain  men  from  quarrelings  and 
fightings ;  to  abolish  war,  not  by  proscribing  the  use 
of  carnal  weapcms,  but  by  rooting  out  of  the  heart 
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those  passions  of  envy,  hatred,  and  ambiti<Mi  that 
make  them  unlawfU ;  by  rendering  men  just,  merci- 
•fiad,  and  peaceable ;  by  inspiring  them  with  that  bene- 
volence and  philanthropy  which  is  the  distinguishing 
badge  of  Christian  fellowship.  But  unfortunately^ 
men  do  not  yield  themselves  up  to  its  dominion,  nor 
allow  its  benign  influence  to  predominate  and  take  the 
lead  in  their  aflfections.  And  so  long  as  human  na- 
ture is  constituted  in  its  present  form^  to  expect  the 
universal  reign  of  peace  and  good-will,  were  to  in- 
dulge a  cbim^cal  hope,  a  millennial  dream,  that  will 
never  be  realized.  Thus,  while  Christianity  con*- 
dttUQS:  decidedly  unjust  aggressions  and  unnecessary 
bloodshed ;  while  it  recommends  strongly  to  keep  the 
unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace,  it  inculcatesi 
tA  the  same  time,  energy  and  activity  when  the  coun- 
try requires  the  aid  of  defensive  arms.  Such  being 
the  case,  every  patriotic  citizen  will  feel  it  his  duty  to 
make  his  private  inclinations  give  way  to  the  geuuBrat 
interest.  These  were  evidently  the  views  and  feelings 
which  Colonel  Blackader  aitertaaned  upon  tihe  subject, 
9nd  which  alone  could  have  reconciled  him  to  mk  oo» 
elation  to  which  he  was  naturally  disinclined^ 

Previously  to  his  entering  the  army,  two  of  Us 
brothers,  especially  the  eldest,  had  made  themselves 
rather  conspicuous  by  the  active  share  they  had- taken 
in  public  affiurs,  and  it  is  probable,  had  not  the  power 
of  the  Council  been  disarmed  by  the  Revolution,  the 
whole  family  might  have  felt  the  effects  of  their  ven-^ 
gence.  *  Dr  Blackader  was  much  in  the  confidence 
of  the  leading  characters,  both  in  Scotland  and  Hcjt« 
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land^  and  had  frequently  been  employed  by  them  in 

i^^Ztween  the  two  eoonlrie.  on  expedition, 
of  intelligence ;  and  twice  narrowly  escaped  tortore. 
The  first  time  was  in  1685,  when  he  came  over  with 
the  Earl  of  Argyle,  wh»  had  made  a  descent  on  the 
western  coast  of  Scothnd.     He  and  Spence,  the  EarPa 
secretary,  had  put  ashore  at  Orkney,  to  procure  in* 
formation,  but  were  apprehended  and  despatched  to 
Edinburgh  to  be  esaindned.     On  their  landing  at 
Leidi,  they  were  conducted  by  the  guard  for  exami- 
nation b^oire  the  Privy  Couiipil.    The  sister  of  Dr. 
Blackader  joined  the  cnvwd  that  followed  them,  amdoua 
to  be  af  service  to  faim^  fovnone  of  his  brothers  durst 
appear.    Bat  A»  was  not  allowed  to  ajiproaeh  neev 
enough  for  oonversMaon.    The  soldiers  repulsed  bsv 
witli  llieir  muskeHi.    Her  person,  however,  had  caught 
his  eye,  fixr  dm  observed  him  looking  at  h^  witk  ex* 
pressive  steadfietness ;  and  pointing  at  hJs  hat,  as  if 
to  draw  her  attention  particularly  to  it.     Struck  with 
the  idea  that  this  was  the  mysterious  symbol  of  some 
important  secret  in  reference  to  his  examination,  she 
immediately  returned  to  Edinburgh,  and  finding  among 
his  luggage,  which  had  been  forwarded  to  a  private 
lodging,  a  hat  belonging  to  him,  she  duK^vered  papers 
concealed  under  the  lining,  of  such  a  nature,  that  had 
they  been  detected,  the  consequence  might  have  proved 
fatal  to  himself,  as  well  as  to  several  others.     These 
she  immediately  destroyed,  and  by  this  well-timed  re- 
scdution,  averted  the  danger  that  threatened  his  life ; 
for  immediately  a  party  of  soldiers  entered  the  house 
in  search  of  papers,  but  without  success,  as  nolJiing 
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suspicious  was  to  be  found.  He  and  Spence,  however, 
were  closely  imprisoned  in  separate  rooms,  in  order  to 
try  if  evidence  could  be  expiscated  by  torture.*  They 
were  interdicted  all  communication  with  their  friends, 
and  denied  the  use  of  pen,  ink,  or  paper. 

Here  again  Dr.  Blackader  was  rescued  by  an  intrigue 
of  his  brother,  who  had  but  recently  returned  from 
Stockholm  in  Sweden.  He  had  provided  himself  with 
» large  tin  or  white-iron  box,  with  a  secret  opening 
underneath,  and  a  double  bottom,  between  which 
writing  materials  might  be  concealed.  This  he  took 
with  him,  and  ascending  a  common  stair  immediately 
c^posite  the  prisoner's  chamber,  he  remained  there 
until  he  observed  him  through  the  grating  of  his  win- 
dow. He  shewed  him  the  secret  opening,  and  the 
materials  with.which.it  was  furnished.  Next  day  he 
8^it  a  servant  with  the  open  box,  full  of  salad,  in  the 
one  hand,  and  a  shoulder  of  roasted  mutton  in  the 
other,  which  were  admitted  by  the  keeper  without 
suspicion.  The  Doctor  immediately  wrote  a  letter  to 
Holland  to  the  Pensionary  Fagel,  who  represented  his 
ease  to  the  British  Envoy,  and  by  his  means,  an  ex* 
{H'ess  was  sent  to  the  Council  granting  the  prisoner  a 
remission,  and  ordering  his  liberation,  f 
.   Dr.  Blackader  was  apprehended  a  second  time  in 


*  Spence  had  been  apprehended  and  put  in  irons  the  jeai  before,  for 
holding  a  treasonable  correspondence  with  the  Earl  of  Argyle.  He 
waa  tortured  by  a  barbarous  and  unprecedented  method,  but  without 
making  any  discovery.  Jla  endured  the  Boot  with  great  j^rtitude ; 
and  after  that,  soldiers  were  employed  to  watch  him  in  his  cell  by  tums^ 
and  to  prick  him  with  sharp  instruments,  that  he  might  be  kept  awake, 
and  not  8ufiS»<ed  to  sle^  by  night  or  day.-^WoDRoyr  vol.  ii.  p.  386. 

f  Blackader's  Memoirs,  p,  3^4.     Wpdrow,  vol.  ii.  p.  531 ,  550, 
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the  year  1688*  He  and  Colonel  Cleland  were  sent 
over  by  the  banished  lords  and  gentlemen  in  Holland, 
the  former  to  Edinburgh,  the  other  to  the  west  coun- 
try, to  pare  the  way  for  the  Prince  of  Orange's  land- 
ing, by  4sncouraging  their  friends,  and  sounding  the 
cUspositions  of  the  people.  The  Doctor  had  a  com- 
mission to  transmit  to  the  Prince  a  weekly  account  of 
fdl  that  passed,  and  let  him  know  how  the  nation  stood 
aflEected  to  his  cause.  He  was  also  charged  with  the 
secret  correspondenee  between  Murray  of  Tibbermore, 
and  Lord  Murray,  son  to  the  Marquis  of  Athole.* 
Haying  imprudeiitly  ventured  into  the  castle,  he  was 
filmed  by  order  of  the  Governor,  the  Duke  of  Gordon. 
Some  letters  and  mystical  characters  being  found  upon 
him,  he  was  committed  for  trial,  and  threatened  with 
the  boQt  and  ihumbkins.  His  examination,  however, 
yms  delayed,  im|il  the  rumour  spread  that  the  Prince 
of  Orange  was  landed,  and  had  got  possession  of  Lon- 
don. The  fears  of  the  Council  then  superseded  their 
desires  of  revenge,  and  the  prisoner  was  immediately 
jset  at  liberty. 


n* 


*  Balqirras'  Memoirsi  p.  19« 
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CHAPTER  a 


THE  CAMERONXANS. 


Their  name  and  tirigui^— Causes  of  their  seeession-wTbeir  tenets^  po- 
litical and  religioiu— Their  sufferings,  an  apology  for  their  con< 
dikct— lliehr  iudependettt  and  pMriotie  sj^rit 

The  Regiment  in  which  fowag  Blaokader  enrolled 
fiimself  a  cad^t,  wad  that  rai«^  at  the  Revolntidn  hf 
the  Cameronians,  under  command  of  the  Earl  of  Ax^ 
gus.  It  is  now  the  26th  R^ment  of  the  line,  Kitish 
Infantry,  and  still  retains  the  (^jqpdlation  of  the  itect 
from  which  it  was  originally  formed.  Both  officers 
and  men  were  remarkable  for  the  strictness  and  pro- 
priety of  their  moral  conduct,  and  for  the  most  ex^ 
emplary  attention  to  the  duties  of  religion,  characte-* 
ristics  far  from  being  incompatible,  but  unhappily  too 
seldom  found  conjoined  with  the  profession  of  arms. 
Their  piety  became  proverbial,  and  so  regular  were 
they,  under  all  emergencies,  in  keeping  up  the  public 
exercises  of  devotion,  that  they  were  nicknamed  in 
derision  by  their  enemies,  the  PsalmHBinging  Regi- 
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in^it.*  But  thdr  seriousneaB  abated  nothing  of 
courage  c^r  Hx&r  patriotism.  No  class  of  subjects  w$M 
readier  to  offer  their  services  in  defence  of  their  Idbig 
and  country,  and  none  behaved  with  more  galliait|!]f 
i^  the  field.  If  they  were  eminent  for  their  supermr 
moralify,  they  were  no  less  distmguisbed  by  tbeir 
bravery  and  enterprise  in  the  day  of  battle.  Diml^iddf 
Steinkirk,  Blenheim,  and  Ramillies,  are  names  that  s«if^ 
ficiently  attest  their  valour,  and  have  immortalifled  their 
renown.  The  peculiar  constitution  of  this  Regiqo/^t^ 
and  the  unusual  conditions  upon  which  they  t^adere<l 
their  services,  are  perhaps  not  generally  known :  And 
the  reader,  I  am  persuaded,  will  not  think  it  a  ijieed-^ 
less  digression,  if  We  dwell  a  little  upon  the  importanl 
events  which  occasioned  its  formatioii.  The  character' 
and  tenets  of  the  ^religious  sect  from  which  it  had  ita 
name  and  its  origin,  are,  in  the  first  place,  worthy  of 
notice. 

Hie  Cameronians,  6r,  as  they  were  sometimee  called^ 
tbe  United  Societies,  or  Hill-men,  from  iheur  mpd^  wi 
place  of  worship,  were  a  party  that  sepatated,  abowl 
the  year  1680,  from  the  main  body  of  the  Presbyt^ 
rians.  The  designation  by  which  they  are  still  known, 
was  first  applied  to  ihem  as  followers  of  Richard 
Cameron,  one  of  their  itinerant  preachers,  who  feUiii 
the  rencounter  at  AireMnoss,  where  he  and  his  UttJkK 
band  were  surprised  and  defeated  by  Bruce  of  Sarllh 
kall.f    Among  the  earliest  causes  of  this  dissensiDii 


*  Defoe's  Memoirs  of  the  Church,  p.  294.  Faithful  Contendingt, 
p.  400. 

f  Thete  was  a  parfy  of  Calyinists  in  France  called  Cameronianrit, 
who  OMlriiM  about  thffhegimiing  of  the  17th  century:  Itiso^tms^ 
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was  the  Eling^s  indiilgence  to  the  ex-parochial  (Clergy, 
allowmg  them  to  preach  and  exercise  their  ministe- 
rial fiitietions  rnideir  certain  restrictions.     It  was  this 
subject  that  created  those  viollBnt  and  contentious  de-: 
bates  which  inflamed  the  camp,  and  ultimately  discon- 
c^rtdd'the  measures,  of  the  Insurgents  at  Bothwell- 
Bridge.     Some  imagined  they  might  conscientiously 
accept  of  this  liberty  with  all  its  restraints,  and  that 
it  was  better  to  avail  themselves  of  this  license,  than 
to  continue  silent,  or  incur^  by  holding  conventicles, 
the  penalties  of  outlawry  and  rebellion.     But  the  zeal 
of  the' Cameronians  spurned  these  courtly  terms  of 
comprehension.     They  looked  upon  the  indulgence  as 
a  crafty  device,  to  rivet  the  chains  of  submission  gra-' 
dually  arid  imperceptibly,  and,  by  fomenting  divisions 
in  the  Church,  to  make  them  pidl  dowri  with  their- 
own  liands  the  only  remains  of  freedom  that  tyranny 
had  left  undestroyed.     Accepting  liberty  of  worship 
frotn  the  bishop  or  the  crown,  they  condemned  as  a 
eriminal  acknowledgment  of  Erastian  supremacy,  a 
base  recognition  of  that  Episcopal  authority,  which^ 
instead  of  submitting  to,  they  were  boimd  to  extir- 
pate.    On  these  grounds,  they  conceived  themselves 
obliged  to  cast  out  of  their  fellowship  all  who  were 
found  guilty  of  such  temporizing  arid  dishonourable 
compliances.     There  were  various  other  reasons  of 
secession  upon  which  we  cannot  h^re  enlarge,  but  the 
consequence  was  an  irreparable  breach  in  their  sen- 
timents and  worship. 


they  also  had  their  name  from  a  Scotsman,  John  Cameron,  w^o  was 
born  at  G{asgow  in  1580,  where  he  was  sometime  Professor  of  Divi- 
nity, as  he  was  a^rwards  at  Bourdeauz,  SediCn,  and  Saumur. 

Beer's  TiTKoi..  Die*" 
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The  Separatists  formed  but  a  very  inconsiderable 
portion  of  tbe  Presbyterians,  comprehending  such  of 
them  only  as  were  of  a  more  rigorous  and  uncom- 
promising temper.  Without  doubting  the  integrity 
of  their  intentions,  we  may,  in  some  things,  question 
the  propriety  of  their  conduct.  '  They  certainly  de- 
serve the  praise  of  firmness  and  consistency,  in  resist- 
ing all  attempts,  whether  by  force  or  stratagem,  to 
impose  conditions  on  their  religiotis  Mbei'ties,  which 
they  abhorted  as  sinful  and  degrading.  While  otiiers 
were  content  to  exercise  their  privileges  by  royal 
grants  they  had  the  felicity  to  preserve  their  con- 
science and  their  worship  free  and  imshackled  by 
oaths  or  restrictions.  But  they  adopted  opinions,  and 
urged  matters  to  dangerous  extremes,  which  were  dis«- 
appiroved  by  their  fugitive  bretbren,  and  even  repre- 
hended by  the  more  sober  and  deliberate  of  their  own 
paiij. 

In  rejecting  the  King's  authority,  they  stood  dis- 
tinguished from  all  other  Presbyterians,  although  the 
whole  body  of  sufferers  have  ofben  been  falsely  and 
injuriously  involved  in  that  aspersion.  The  severity 
with  which  they  interpreted  the  religious  obligations 
of  the  national  covenants,  and  the  unsocial  disdain 
they  cherished  towards  those  who  did  not  clioose  fo 
go  the  same  length  in  maintaining  the  superior  and 
exclusive  rights  of  their  own  particular  system,  ih^ 
fuiised  into  all  their  proceedings  a  spirit  of  illiberality 
and  intolerance.  They  dealt  their  censure  with  un- 
sparing hand,  against  such  as  they  alleged  had  yielded 
to  the  sinful  defections  of  the  times,  or  who  did  not 
think  themselves  called  upon  to  strain  their  resistance 
to  an  equal  pitch.     Many^  on  this  score,  both  indulged 
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and  non-iiidulged,  were  incliuled  in  their  reprehen- 
aons,  and  flMdemnly  interdicted  their  community. 
These  narrow  and  scrapulous  jealousies,  it  is  to  be 
regretted,  did  not  altogether  abate  or  subside  on  the 
return  of  a  milder  and  more  tolerant  adminisrtration. 
Whatever  grounds  they  may  have  had  for  separation 
or  reproof  in  times  of  persecution,  when  some  from 

:  policy  or  weakness  might  be  induced  to  temporize, 
there  certainly  existed  no  valid  reason  for  this  apos- 
tasy, after  the  Revolution  had  proclaimed  liberty  of 
conscience,  and  re-established  the  church  in  her  an- 
cient privil^es.  To  have  then  enforced  such  stem 
unaccommodating  maxims,  would  have  been  to  per- 
^tuate  those  very  miseries  and  oppressions  from  which 
ihey  themselves  displayed  so  laudable  an  eagei^ness, 
and  made  such  meritorious  exertions  to  be  delivered.*. 
But  though  their  conduct  cannot,  in  all  points,  be 
defended,  their  excesses.  We  are  convinced,  may  be 
explained, — ^many  of  them  justified  by  the  peculiarity 
of  their  circumstaneeej  And  while  upon  this  subject, 
it  would  be  acting  unfairly  and  unjustly  to  pourtray 
only  their  harshM;  features,  or  contemplate,  exclu- 
idvely,  th^  disffker  i^hadaSi  of  their  character.  We 
ought  not  to  reftise  them  the  advantage  of  pleading  in 
their  own  behalf  the  specialities  of  their  case^ — ^to  de- 

'  prive  ihein  of  those  palliations,  or  shut  them  out  frcMft 
the  benefit  of  those  sympathies  to  which  the  extraor- 
dinary difficulties  and  complidated  hardships  of  their 
situation  fully  entitle  them.  Their  worst  deeds  were 
greatly  exaggerated,  and  their  sentiments  miskiter- 


*  For  a  larger  view  of  tbair  principles  fOid  tranMCtionifty  giaa  «  J^aWh 
^  Cmitndings  Dujph^ed.'* 
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preted.  Strainers,  ignorant  of  what  they  suffered^ 
and  mistaking  the  principles  on  which  they  acted^  be- 
lieved them  to  be  those  traitors,  rebels  and  mnrdereni 
which  their  enemies  represented  them.  Better  infor- 
matiim  would  have  refuted  and  dispelled  many  of  those 
calumnies.  Men  of  candour  and  humanity,  who  know 
their  history,  will  be  more  disposed  to  pity,  thaA  to 
censure  them.  They  will  treat  their  foibles  wi& 
leni^Bcy,  and  throw  a  veil  of  charitable  construction 
eveti  over  their  extravagances.  They  will  see  in  those 
iii&isfetions  or  crimes  of  which  they  were  guilty,  only 
the  natural  result,  or  rather  the  unavoidable  c<mse^ 
quenees-of  their  treatment.  They  will  find  th^  ob-* 
stanax^to  be  an  honest,  but  infle:dble  adherence  to 
irtitit  they  believed  to  be  the  imprescriptible  rights  of 
all  fi^e-bom  citissens.  They  will  attribute  their  re- 
jeeticm  of  autherity,  to  the  abuse  of  it,  on  the  part  of 
Aeir  rulen^  and*  not  to  any  factious  dislike  of  royalty, 
or  a  tmlralent  inqpatience  of  order  and  subordination; 
They  disclaimed  the  taking  of  arms,  for  any  others 
pUrpoiBe,  but  that  of  self-defence ;  and  not  until  the 
rigonr  of  government  had  compelled  them  to  adopt 
that  last  and  desperate  resource.  They  did  not  dis- 
own'the  kxQg,  until  they  were  persuaded  he  had  for- 
f<nted  his  claim  to  their  allegiance,  by  perfidiously 
viokKdng  every  solemn  and  constitutional  stipulation. 
He  had  assumed  a  prerogative  inconsistent  with  the 
safety  and  freedom  of  the  people,  and  subversive,  both 
of  their  natural  and  civil  rights. 

They  did  not  openly  annoimee  their  revolt  from 
govemmmit,  until  they  were  provoked  and  exasperated 
to  a  d^^ee  of  madness,  by  its  oppressive  exactions  and 
brutal  inhumanities.     The  law,  by  pladug  thehr 
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and  properties  at  the  mercy  of  every  ruffian  soldier, 
or  every  hireling  informer,  had  laid  them,  as  it  were, 
under  an  absolute  necessity  of  entering  into  leagues 
and  compacts  for  their  mutual  security.  In  the  heat 
aiid  frenzy  of  their  spirits,  they  publidied  treasonable 
and  sanguinary  declarations,  denouncing  vengeance  on 
their  persecutors,  and  warning  them,  at  their  perils 
not  to  molest  their  worship,  or  ^^  stretch  forth  their 
hand  against  them  while  maintaining  the  cause  and 
interest  of  Christ  against  his  enemies."  Thele  prin- 
ciples, hastily  and  rashly  adopted,  if  taken  in  tiie 
abstract,  \^ould  have  opened  a  way  to  all  the  atrody 
ties  of  lawless  bloodshed,  and  clandestine  murder: 
But  we  find  them,  upon  more  cool  and  dispassionate 
reflection,  endeavouring  to  alter  and  modify  those  ex- 
pressions that  were  liable  to  misconstruction*  Tliey 
disown  and  deprecate  the  thought  of  killing  any,  b^ 
cause  of  a  difietent  persuasion  or  opinion  from  theoLr 
They  were  careful  to  mark  the  different  shades  ot 
guilt  in  their  oppressors,  distimguishing  ^^  betwixt  the 
cruel  and  blood-thirsty,  and  the  more  sober  and  mo- 
derate." Their  chief  design  seems  to  have  been,  ta 
appal  their  adversaries  by  tiireatemng  admonitiona, 
and  at  the  same  time,  to  throw  around  their  sodietieB 
the  fence  of  a  mysterious  and  repulsive  terror.* 

These  excesses,  instead  of  being  viewed  in  their 
proper  light  as  the  effects  of  tyrannical  violence,  were 
converted  into  an  apology  for  the  most  shocking  bar* 
barities,  and  used  as  a  pretext  for  multiplying  those 
very  rigours  from  which  all  the  mischief  had  orig^- 


*  Vide,  Stnquhar  DecUuration,  1680.     Laiuurl;  Dec1antioii»  lW%t 
Informatory  Vind.  1684. 
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nated*  The  wretched  Cameroniaiis  became  a  butt  for 
the  vengeance  and  fiiry  of  the  government.  They 
were  decried,  in  edicts  and  prochmiations,  88  a  race  to 
be  abhorred  by  all  Christians,  and  extirpated  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Such  as  escaped  the  axe  or  the 
dungeon,  were  outlawed  and  interconmiuned.  The 
state  laid  them  under  a  political  ban.  Their  charac- 
ter was  branded  with  the  mark  of  general  execration, 
and  tainted  with  a  sort  of  pestilential  treason,  which 
rendered  their  very  presence  contagious,  and  spread 
infection  wherever  they  went*  No  person  was  allowed 
to  harbour  or  conceal  them,  to  correspond,  or  even  to 
talk  with  them  on  the  public  way,  under  pain  of 
Ifigh-Treason,  and  at  the  hazard  of  being  prosecuted 
ds  equally  guilty  with  the  criminaL  The  military 
were  dispersed  over  the  country  to  search  for,  and  hunt 
them  like  wild  beasts  of  the  desert.  Spies  were  ready 
to  ^ve  information,  and  diligent  in  employing  every 
crafty  and  insidious  artifice  to  discover  their  retreats. 
Driven,  as  it  were,  beyond  the  pale  of  civilized 
sodety,  and  the  privileges  of  human  beings,  they 
betook  themselves  to  woods,  and  hills,  and  solitudes ; 
wandering  about  like  the  primitive  martyrs,  in  deserts 
and  mountains,  or  lurking  in  the  dens  and  caves  of 
the  earth.  They  rarely  ventured  from  their  hidings 
placee  by  day,  for  the  hue  and  cry  was  instantly  raised 
against  them.  They  met  for  worship  by  stealth,  and 
at  dead  of  night.  Often,  especiaUy  in  the  winter  sea- 
son, lliey  were  reduced  to  incredible  hardships  for 
want  of  shelter  and  support.  Unprovided  with  sus- 
tenanee,  and  not  daring  to  go  abroad  to  seek  it,  but 
at  the  peril  of  their  lives,  they  endured  extremities  of 
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hunger  and  cold,  beyond  what  nature  seemed'  capebltf' 
to  bear.  * 

But  though  their  enemies  had  vowed  their  extirpa-' 
tion,  and  put  in  practice  all  the  ingenuity  loi  vidlenee 
and  stratagem,  it  increased,  ratlier.  than  ditninished 
their  numbers.  Ships,  prisons,  and  gibbets  couUtnot. 
exhaust  them;  nor  the  sword  destroy  them,  though  its 
edge  was  doubly  whetted  by  avarice  and  crudity. 
The  more  they  were  afflicted^  the  more  theygtewstnd- 
multiplied.  They  i^mmg  up  under  the  -scythe  of  the 
mower ;  and  their  blood  served"  to  water  the  roots  of 
that  pkint  of  renown,  which  was  soon,  to  spread  its 
branches,  and'  cover  the  land  with  it»  peaceful  shadaWir 
The  murderous  edicts  levelled  against  them^  nev^ 
shook  their  constancy,  nor  thinned  their  ranks'.  They  • 
courted  the  glory  of  martyrdonL  with  an.  eagtaiesft' 
that  astonished  their  oppressors.^  They  suffered  tar^ 
ture  and  execution,  not  only  widi  firmness^.  bui'iHtlir 
alacrity;  for  the  sai^red' justice  of  their  caiuwfaad^  iii» 
their  eyes,^  stript  tho  most'  appadlii^  implements  *  of 
death  of  their  usual  terror  andiignemihy.:  Thfi-  aged 
seemed  to  forget  their' years:  aad'infinnitiesi  PifrenM 
and  relatives  felt  the  ohMgsLiitmt  ffi.k^<^ony  ^trdageiff 
than  all  the  ties  of  blood,' aud^^ttaehmeatsrid^fUfeA 
Women  Taid'  aside  -  tbe>  timidity  and  the  weakness  osC* 
thfnr  sex.  Their  vei^  ^soBOUtsainMi  turned)  oeb«b>/lNif 
their  oflftee:  from  en^ni^  theifrbeoaihe  ocmvertsrited 
associatel^,  readytboff0rthek«nee1b>ontfte«aitoefUkiisk^ 
and  i^  tJi^  neid  victims  to  th^*  caase  ftfaepjr  hmt  pavt; 
scented.      -  ■    *  .  i   ,.  :. 

Tbtis'ifid^  tHese^  spirited'  asd>'^i|ipinaBeA*^ivigiti^ 

* 
*  Wodrow,  vol.  ii.  pateim.     De  Foe*s  Memmiu 
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^iMtitiijfi  jtbeir.pidiicipleEL  and  their  party ;  leaving,  in 
their  example,  a  salutary  lesson  on  the  rash  and  illi- 
beral )^cy  of  awailing  conscientious  opinions  by  force, 
i>r .  attempting  to  alter  or  subdue  them  by  cruelty. 
They  weace  a  remnant  that  had  not  bowed  the  knee  to 
BaaL  From  ^o»  midst  nf  the  fiery  furnace,  they  came 
out  untouched,  and  imchanged  in  their  sentiments. 
.  They  were  resolved,  whatever  it  might  cost,  to  hold  fast 
their  integrity,^ — ^to  vow  perpetual  hostility,  and  wage 
a  de&nave  warfare,  against  their  inhuman  spoilers, 

Gonndering  their  circumstances,  it  is  not  surprise 
ing  that  they  assumed  an  attitude  of  defiance,  or 
spoke  in  language  which  their  rulers  deemed  seditious 
and  inmlting.  The  wonder  would  have  been  had 
&0J  aeted  odierwise, — ^had  they  felt  no  resentment 
£<»"  past  indignities,  or  expressed  no  inclination  to  re- 
taliate. And  who,  we  are  tempted  to  ask,  in  the 
aamesituadon)  but  would  have  pursued  similar  steps? 
.b.  it'possible  to  put  on  bowels  of  compassion  towards 
muiderers  and  incendiaries,  or  speak  of  their  atroci- 
ties with  affected  tenderness?  It  is  a  surer  mark  of 
an  honest  mind,  to  avow  its  indignation  openly  and 
-boldly,  to  be  ingenuous  and  undisguised  in  word  as 
well  as  in  deed.  If  we  do  discover  fierceness  in  their 
expressions,  or  asperities  in  their  temper,  we  may  well 
•  suppose  that  their  sensibilities  must  have  been  a  little 
impaired,  and  their  kindlier  feelings  worn  oS  amidst 
the  storms  of  persecution,  and  the  strife  of  party  con- 
tentions. 

Taking  these  into  account,  there  is  a  tone  of  so- 

bsiety,   of  indulgence  and  forbearance,    which    we 

'«4Xiuld  aoaroely  liave   expected,   and  which   may  be 

•Aoug^t  ahnost  incompatible  with  their  stern  prin- 
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inples,  or  the  unavoidable  irritation  oi  their  q^ts. 
Towards  the  established  authorities,  they  manifiBsted 
disrespect  and  aversion;  but  this,  as  we  have  said, 
arose  from  the  accumulation  of  intolerable  grievaaow, 
of  which  they  saw  no  prospect  either  of  terminatinn 
or '  redress.     They  could  not  reverence  the  emUems 
of  official  power,  when  borne  by  hands  that  were  pol- 
luted by  extortion,  and  reeking  with  human  blood. 
They  could  not  pay  reciprocal  homage  to  a  govern- 
ment, wliich  had  not  only  refused  them  the  benefits  of 
justice  and  protection,  but  driven  them  beyond  the 
reach  of  clemency  and  forgiveness.     They  could  not 
respect  laws  that  had  violently  overturned  all  fiie 
fences  about  their  lives,  properties,  and  religion ;  laws 
that  had  delegated  a  justiciary  power  to  the  meanest 
soldier,  and  planted  the  assassin's  dagger  in  the  hand 
of  every  mercenary  spy ;  that  had  ruined  their  estates 
by  enormous  exactions,  and  laid  their  conscience  wa^ 
der  an  absolute  and  inextricable  subjection   to  the 
crown.     Change  of  administration  produced  no  re- 
laxation or  abatement  of  their  sufferings.     To  the  cha- 
racter of  being  vindictive,  their  persecutors  added  that 
of  being  implacable  and  remorseless  in  their  ven- 
geance. 

The  history  of  this  sect  cannot  but  excite  stnmg 
and  mingled  emotions  in  every  unprejudiced  and 
reflecting  mind.  While  we  censure  the  intempe- 
rance of  their  zeal,  or  the  dangerous  extreme  to 
which  they  pushed  the  doctrine  of  self-defence,  we 
must  applaud  the  open  and  fearless  honesty  with  which 
they  acted.  We  must  admire  their  courage,  their 
patience  and  forbeara^ce.  Above  all,  they  merit  our 
•  praise  and  our  gratitude  for  their  enthusiastic  love^-^^ 
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t&r  tlieir  generous  and  devoted  efforts  in  the  cause  of 
civil  and  religious  liberty.  They  were  highly  instrd- 
mental,  under  the  blessing  of  Providence,  in  bringing 
about  that  happy  change  of  constitution,  which  ad- 
justed the  long-disputed  balance  between  privilege  and 
prerogative,  and  settled  each  by  their  proper  limitations. 

We  are  far  from  saying,  that  they  are  here  en- 
titled to  engross  exclusively  the  encomiums  of  pos- 
terity.  It  is  an  honour  which  they  share  in  common 
with  hundreds  of  their  countiymen.  But  it  is  plea- 
sant to  contemplate  the  unconquerable  and  incor- 
ruptible ardour  of  this  hardy  and  veteran  band,  strug- 
gling with  success,  to  rescue  their  inalienable  rights 
fiomtheirongraspoftynumyandsupeHrtition.  Wlule 
dliers  were  making  flattering  addresses  and  abject  con- 
eessionB  to  the  throne, — ^while  the  degenerate  nobles 
were  bowing  their  necks  to  the  yoke  with  a  disgrace- 
ful servility, — ^while  the  Scottidi  Parliament,  forget- 
ting  the  dignity  and  the  glory  of  their  ancient  inde- 
pendence, were  resigning  up  the  last  fragments  of 
Ihm  nlitional  liberties ;  a  few  wretphed  and  harrassed 
fugitives  had  tiie  integrity  and  tiie  boldness  to  resist 
viOi  arms,  tiie  gigantic  encroachments  of  despotism,— 
to  assert,  in  tiie  iace  of  every  danger,  tiieir  rights  as 
Christiaiis  and  as  freemen. 

Contrasting  their  conduct  with  aU  ite  extravagance, 
with  tiie  sycophancy  of  tiiose,  who,  in  a  free  country, 
could  wear  the  chains  of  slaves,  and  lick  the  dust  at  tiie 
feet  of  arbitrary  power  and  insolent  usurpation,  we  need 
not  ask  who  has  the  better  reason  to  triumph,  and  be 
proud  at  the  comparison.  Their  example  served  to  keep 
alive  a  wholesome  spirit  of  resistance  in  the  nation. 
J(  was  tiie  hidden  leaven  that  £Brmented  the  mass  of 
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piiUic  ppiiiic^.  iVxKiidat  .^  B€^t]a4e  of  -esiv^  atjd 
jdns^ts,  iikej  fanned  the  feeWe  spark  o£.ojifwijifm%wd 
i^henahed  on  th^ir  lonely  altars  in  the  wUd^meiui^  ihe 
jpestal  fires  pf  eiqpiriiig  liberty ;  unconscioujB)  jfeijmp^ 
lAiat  the  flEone  was  so  soon  to  burst  forth,  .and  t^n^ 
jnot  only  the  British  Isles,  but  the  Continent  iifiEimqpe 
in  the  general  conflagration.  ^^  Their  standai?d  on  the 
mountains  ;of  Scotland,"  says  a  reverend  and  elf^gwt 
WlAieXf  *^  indicated  to  the  vigilant  eye  of  WiUjam, 
ihat  the  nation  was  jdpening  for  a  change.  TkkBy  ex- 
pressed what  others  thought,  uttering  the  indignatioin 
and  the  groans  of  a  spirited  and  oppressed  people. 
.They  investigated  and  taught,  under  the  guidanoe  erf* 
feeling,. the  reoiprooal  obligations  of  kings  imdjnikb- 
jects, — the  duty  <^  selMefoooe,  and  of  vewting 
tyrants,-*«t«iid  the  generous  pnadiple  <^  waisttng  the 
oppressed.  These  subjects,  {fFluch  have  bem  inves- 
tigated by  philosophers  in  ^edoset^  and  adoiOKed  wilili 
eloquence  in  the  senate,  w^cre  tiien  iUustKalied  by  whbl 
of  feelvpg  in  the  £dd.  Whjie  Russel  4vid>Si4ni^#'aiid 
other  enligfatened  patriots  in  Bc^land  w^tre  fiio^tmg 
against  Charles  (and  James)  from  a  convictdcNu  lim^ 
their  right  was  forfeited,  the  Cameronians  in  Skx^ 
land,  und^  the  same  convictiooo^  had  the  com!«^  to 
declare  war  against  them.  .  Both  the  plotters  atad  :t2ie 
warriors  fell ;  but  their  .blood  wintered  the  plmf  qf 
teHowfh  JBiXkd  succeeding  ages  have  eaten  the  |4eafiattt 
fruit."* 

The  part  they  acted  at  the  Revolution,  wlole  it 
wiped  off  reproaches  from  their  past  conduct,  extorted 
upprobation  even  from  their  enemies.     Thdir .  gencxat 

*  Dr  CbarteK*  Sermons. 
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political  pmioiples  were  recognized  by  the  whole 
kmgdom*  .Many  oommended  their  zeal,  their  since- 
rity, and  consistency,  who  had  shrunk,  with  irresolu- 
tion,  firom  the  same  dangers,  and  were  then  anxious  te 
hary  the  memory  of  their  delinquencies  in  silence  and 
foiyetfiilpeaB,  The  language  they  employ  in  theii^ 
Mamorial  lo  King  William  for  redress  of  grievances^ 
and  their  activity  in  his  service,  shews  that  they  coidd 
be  peaceable  subjects,  as  well  as  fitctious  rebels,— »that 
they  could  bow  with  submission  to  the  sceptre  when 
swayed  by  proper  hands,  for  the  good  of  the  people, 
and  the  jfroepeaAty  of  religion.  We  find  those  turbu^ 
lent  snbverters  of  thrones  and  authorities,  not  only 
IMiquiescing,  without  a  murmur,  in  the  restoration  of 
magiatnicy  and  lindted  monarchy,  but  cheerfiilly  ex- 
pending their  lives  and  fortunes  in  their  support. 

*^  We  are  rejnresented  by  our  enemies,"  say  they, 
^  as  ant^Hides  to  all  mankind,  enemies  to  government, 
and  incapable  of  order :  but  as  their  order  and  cause  is 
diametrically  opposite  to  the  institutions  and  cause  of 
Christ.;  so  they  must  have  little  wit  and  less  honesty, 
who  will  entertain  their  reproaches,  who  are  as  great 
rebels  to  this  government,  as  we  avowed  ourselves  to  be 
to  the  former.  Our  sufferings  for  declining  the  yoke 
of  malignant  tyranny,  and  Popish  usurpation,  are  ge- 
nerally known ;  and  all  that  will  be  pleased  to  ex- 
amine and  consider  our  carriage  since  the  king  did 
first  f^pear  in  his  heroic  undertaking  to  redeem  these 
nations  from  Popery  and  slavery,  will  be  forced  to 
acknowledge,  we  have  given  as  good  evidence  of  our 
being  willing  to  be  subjects  to  King  William,  as  wc 
gave  proof  before  of  our  being  unwilling  to  be  slaves 
to  King  James.    For  upon  the  first  le^xt  oi  \Sk^ 

b5 
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Prince  of  Orange's  expedition,  we  owned  hig  High- 
ness' quarrel,  when  the  Prelatic  Faction  were  in  arms 
to  oppose  his  coming  to  help  us.  We  prayed  openly 
tar  the  success  of  his  arms,  when,  in  all  the  churches, 
die  prayers  were  for  his  ruin.  We  associated  our- 
nelves  to  contribute  what  we  could  to  the  promoting 
ci  his  interest,  and  were  the  first  that  declared  a  de- 
sire to  engage  for  him,  and  under  him ;  while  they 

were  associating  with,  and  for  his  enemies. ^But 

before  we  offered  to  he  soldiers,  we  first  made  an  offer 
to.  be  subjects*  We  made  a  voluntary  tender  of  our 
subjection  in  a  peculiar  petition  by  ourselves."  * 

This  petition  was  addressed  to  theMeetingof  Estates 
of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  the  Noblemen,  Barons, 
and  Burgesses,  assembled  at  Edinburgh,  for  establish- 
ing the  government,  restoring  the  religion,  laws,,  and 
liberties  of  the  said  Kingdom.  After  a  brief  statement 
of  their  sufferings,  and  the  reasons  why  they  refused 
to  own  allegiance  to  King  James,  they  proceed : — 

"  We  prostrate  ourselves,  yet  sorrowing  under 
Ae  smart  of  our  still  bleeding  wounds,  at  your 
Honours'  feet;  who  have  a  call,  a  capacity,  and  we 
hope,  a  heart  to  heal  them:  And  we  offer  this  our 
humble  petition,  enforced.  By  all  the  formerly  felt, 
presently  seen,  and,  for  the  future,  feared  effects  and 
efforts  of  Popery  and  tyranny:  By  the  cry  of  the 
blood  of  our  murdered  brethren :  By  the  slavery  of 
the  banished  free-bom  subjects  of  this  realm :  By  all 
the  miseries  that  many  forfeited,  disinherited,  harrassed 
and  wasted  families  have  been  reduced  to,  for  adhering 

*  **  Memorial  of  sufferings  and  grievances  of  the  Presbyterians  in 
Scotland,  particularly  of  those  nicknamed  Cameronians.** 
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to  the  andent  establifihment  of  reli^on  and  liberty: 
And  by  all  the  arguments  of  justice,  necessity,  and 
mercy  that  ever  could  excite  commiseration  in  men 
of  wisdom,  piety,  and  virtue:  Humbly  beseeching, 
and  craving  X  of  your  Honours,  now  when  God  hath 
^Y^i  you  this  opportunity  of  acting  for  his  glory,— 
the  good  of  the  church  and  nation, — and  the  happiness 
of  posterity :  Now  when  this  kingdom,  and  all  Europe 
have  their  eyes  upon  you,  expecting  you  will  acquit 
yourselves  like  the  representatives  of  a  free  nation  in 
redeeming  it  from  slavery,  otherwise  inevitable,  fot 
lowing  the  noble  footsteps  of  your  renowned  ancee- 
tors,  and  the  example  of  the  present  convention  and 
parliament,  now  sitting  in  England :  That  you  will  pro* 
oeed  without  fiurther  delay,  to  declare  the  late  ini- 
^piitous  government  dissolved,  the  crown  vacant,  and 
James  VIL  whom  we  never  have  owned,  and  resolve, 
with  many  thousands  of  our  countrymen,  never  again 
to  own,  to  bave  really  forfeited  and  deprived  himself  of 
all  right  and  title  he  could  ever  pretend  thereunto : 
And  to  provide,  that  it  may  never  be  in  the  power  of 
any  socceeding  governor,  to  aspire  unto,  or  arrive  at 
«ndi«capa«i1yoftyTaiinirii.g. 
-  **  Moreover,  since  anarchy  and  tyranny  are  equally 
to  be  detested,  and  the  nation  cannot  subsist  without  a 
righteous  governor ;  and  none  can  have  a  nearer  claim, 
^ar  fitter  qualifications  than  His  Illustrious  Highness  the 
Frioioe  of  Orange,  whom  the  Most  High  both  signally 
owned  and  honoured  to  be  our  deliverer :  We  cry  and 
erave  that  King  William  may  be  chosen  and  proclaimed 
long  of  Scotland,  and  that  the  regal  authority  may  be 
devolved  upon  him,  with  such  necessary  provisions, 
limitations,  and  conditions  of  compact,  as  may  ^ve 
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juBt  and  legal  securitieB  for  tbe  peace  and  purity  of 
wr  religion, — the  stability  of  our  laws, — ^privileges  of 
parliament, — ^liberties  of  the  people,  ^vil  and  eccle* 
siastic ;  and  thus  make  our  subjection  both  a  dear 
ixdy  and  a  comfortable  happiness.  And  we  particu- 
larly crave,  that  he  and  his  successors  .be  bound  in  the 
royal  oath,  to  profess,  protect  and  maintain  the  Fk'o- 
testant  religion, — ^that  he  restore  aad  confirm  by  his 
Princely  sanction,  the  due  privileges  of  the  churdi^ 
luad  never  assume  to  himself  an  Erastian  supremacy 
in  matters  ecclesiastic,  nor  unbounded  prerogative,  in 
civil :  Upon  these,  or  the  like  terms,  we  l^ender  ^eur 
lillegiance  to  King  William,  and  hope  to  give  imjs^ 
pregnant  jnroof  of  our  loyalty  to  jhis  M^je^fy)  m  .#dp 
yerse,  as  well  ^prosperous  providences,  thaja  tia^ 
bave  done  or  tcan  do,  who  profess  knplicit  «i^1jj«ietJioii 
to  absolute  au;thority."*  .  . 

That  their  professio^is  of  loyalty  pai^ht  il^t  ^^li^^ipo* 
rate  in  idle  w(Nrds»  they  stood  forth  in  arms  to  ^p^^J^ 
their  declarations  the  moment  their  intei^p^Msitleaateoiild 
be  of  service.  As  they  had  been  evnineiijt  fiur  tbfiir 
sufferings  under  tyranny,  Ithey  were  not  less  ^anqpi* 
cuous  as  the  first  to  take  the  field  in  the  Tnr  r^  r imiiioi 
^ipation.  ^^  bt  order,''  they  c^Eitinue,  ^^  to  make  good 
our  intuitions,  we  modelled  ourselves  into  compmie% 
that  we  might  be  in  readiness  to  oSer  our  asmstancc. 
This  we  did  offer,  and  had  the  honour  done  us  to  be 
accepted.  We  were  admitted  to  guard  and  defied, 
the  Honourable  Meeting  of  Estates  against  sJl.^ 
tempts  of  the  Duke  of  Gordon,  Viscount  Dundee^  iwd 
other  enemies.     Thereafter,  understanding  that  the 

*  Grienmces  of  the  Camnroniftiu. 
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government  required  the  raising  of  forces,  for  its  de- 
fence, against  intestine  insurrections,  and  foreign  in- 
vasi<m8  of  the  late  King  James  and  his  accomplices  : 
Upon  this  occasion,  we  were  the  first  that  offered  to 
furnish  a  regiment  for  his  Majesty's  service,  and  ac- 
cordingly did  make  up  the  Earl  of  Angus'  Regiment 
of  800  men,  all  in  one  day,  without  beat  of  drum,  or 
expense  of  levy-money,  having  first  concerted  with 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Cleveland,  such  conditions  and 
provig^ns  as  we  thought  necessary  for  clearing  our 
conscience,  and  securing  our  liberty  and  safety." 

These  conditions  shall  be  stated  when  we  come  to 
speak  more  particularly  of  the  Regiment.  Meantime^ 
it  will  be  proper  to  give  some  account  of  the  share 
they  took  in  the  Revolution,  and  the  services  they 
rendered  ^e  £!onvention,  before  they  were  regularly 
embodied,  or  had  agreed  to  any  special  proposals. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


THE   REVOLUTION. 


General  remarks— Revolution  in  England^In  Scotland— Camero- 
nians  guard  the  Convention  of  Estates— Conduct  of  Tiacount 
Dundee* 

The  encroachments  of  arbitrary  power  had  bo  £ur 
exceeded  all  the  reasonable  bounds  of  prerogative,  as 
to  make  revolt  the  indispensible  duty  of  every  subject. 
In  the  propriety  of  imposing  some  restraint  upon  its 
enormous  aggressions,  all  ranks  acquiesced  with  one 
general  consent.  A  revolution  they  felt  to  be  not 
merely  a  desirable,  but  a  necessary  measure, — a  re* 
medy  which  nature,  reason  and  religion  equally  sug- 
gested, and  which  all  nations  have  had  recourse  to, 
when  that  power  which  had  been  delegated  for  their 
happiness  and  security,  has  been  wrested  from  its  ori- 
ginal purposes,  and  turned  to  the  extinction  of  their 
liberties  or  their  lives. 

It  is  a  fundamental  law  of  policy,  as  well  as  a  kind 
and  wise  provision  in  nature,  tiiat  no  authority  can 
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be  permanent  that  is  built  on  violence  and  terror.  If 
not  founded  in  the  rules  of  justice,  and  the  hearts  of 
the  people,  it  stands  on  hollow  and  volcanic  ground. 
The  growth  of  faction  may  be  checked  for  a  time,  or 
suppressed  by  force,  but  the  latent  seeds  of  resistance 
still  remain,  too  deeply  rooted  ever  to  be  eradicated. 
In  this  state  of  combustible  and  jealous  discontent, 
the  national  feeling  is  always  ready,  on  sufficient  pro- 
vocation, to  burst  out  into  open  insuiTcction.  There 
ean  be  no  lasting  dominion,  and  no  real  security  where 
such  suspicions  exist, — ^where  there  is  not  a  mutual 
and  mistrustless  confidence  between  the  governed 
and  their  governors ;  which  alone  can  prevent  those 
scruples  and  apprehensions,  that  mankind  are  natu-* 
raUy  inclined  to,  in  reference  to  those  placed  in  autho- 
rity over  them.  But  where  this  mutual  assurance 
and  good  faith  subsist,  they  will  be  a  sufficient  gua- 
rantee for  the  stability  of  power,  and  dispel  those 
doabts  and  misgivings  that  haunt  the  public  tranquil- 
lity with  the  perpetual  terrors  of  infringement. 

Posses&dng  the  love,  and  supported  by  the  universal 
opinion  of  his  subjects,  a  prince  is  better  fortified  than 
he  could  ever  be,  though  environed  with  all  the  acts 
of  the  most  despotic  legislature.  He  reigns  indepen- 
dent of  changes  and  revolutions.  He  dreads  no  re- 
bellion, as  he  is  not  conscious  of  doing  any  thing  to 
{Rt>voke  or  deserve  it.  He  has  all  the  real  authority 
a  magistrate  can  ever  be  invested  vnth;  and,  by  a 
natural  consequence,  is  more  absolute  than  the  most 
unlimited  measures  of  power  could  make  him.  Though 
law  were  abolished,  his  reign  would  continue  in  force, 
for  his  wisdom  would  act,  voluntarily,  without  direct 
tion  or  constraint,  in  the  same  maonec  «aVi  ^qci<\!^V| 
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the  statute.  Then,  and  then  only,  a  king  can  be 
truly  and  safely  great.  He  is  united  to  his  subjects 
by  a  more  sacred  and  durable  interest,  than  the  cold 
fmd  formal  ties  of  political  relationship.  His  throne 
is  exalted  above  the  fears  of  popular  commotion ;  for 
the  people  have  no  temptation,  and  no  cause  to  raise  their 
thoughts  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  obedience.  Their 
wishes  and  their  benedictiims  will  ascend  towards  him 
like  perpetual  incense,  and  the  error  they  are  most 
likely  to  commit,  were  they  to  follow  the  bent  o{  their 
inclinations,  would  be  the  sin  of  idolatry,  rather  tixan 
that  of  treason  or  rebellion. 

As  there  can  be  no  real  empire,  but  in  the  ^ec-. 
tions  of  the  people;  so  there  can  be  no  allegiane^ 
but  on  the  same  principle.  Abstract  this  quaUty^^M 
allegiance  is  reduced  to  a  heartless  ceremopy,  if  .not  '^ 
burdensome  and  ungracious  task.  Laws  n^ay  be  {mi 
posed,  but  they  will  be  imperfectly  obeyed.  l%e 
people  will  consider  themselves  as  the  vassals,  imd 
not  the  subjects  of  the  crown.  The  prin^se,  instead 
of  re<$eiving  the  willing  sacrifice  of  duty,  will  be 
served  with  the  reluctant  homage  of  slaves  lu»d  tH]^ 
taries;  and,  though  he  should  bend  his  reili^tory 
subjects  by  force,  into  the  most  abject  servilit/^  he 
will  never  be  able  to  overcome  his  own  fears.  T^hesis 
are  enemies  which  he  cannot  subdue,  and,  whidbi  yitSl 
make  his  own  Idngdom  a^  dangerous  and  inseeiiiie^  us 
if  he  lived  in  a  hostile  country.  If  men  stand  -in-  <iwe 
of  his  authority,  it  is  only  because  he  can  punubsli. 
His  power  which  ought  to  be  terrible  to  hone  bill 
offenders,  will  carry  to  all  indiscriminately, «  fri^tn 
ful  and  reptdsive  aspect.  And  Ihough  men  do  pay  it 
an  external  respect,  their  submisaion  will  be  iilw  ite 
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worsbip  which  some  of  the  ancients  paid  to  nosdoua 
jftilWpl*=^j  more  out  of  terror  than  reverence.  When 
Jhe  has  thrown  aside  the  robes  of  mercy  and  justice, 
.he  has  lost  all  the  attributes  that  can  make  him  vener- 
jiUe  in  the  eyes  of  the  people. 

These  remarks  are  not  inapplicable  to  the  state  and 
feelings  of  the  British  nation,  at  the  Revolution  of 
J688.  The  arbitrary  principles,  and  Popish  bigotry 
of  James,  -had  generated  in  the  minds  of  his  subjects, 
a  degree  of  mistrust  and  aversion  which  was  beyond 
jike  power  of  law  to  remedy.  For  it  was  impossible 
they  could  ever  dismiss  their  jealousies  and  appre- 
liensians,  so  long  as  a  king  kept  possession  of  the 
throne,  who  believed  his  power  to  be  indisputable, 
and  superior  to  the  control  of  laws  or  parliaments. 
Nothiiig  could  restore  the  public  confidence  and  tran- 
jquiUity,  but  the  radical  extirpation  of  despotism.  For 
this  ehjBBg^,  the  nation  were  fully  ripened  and  pre- 
pared in  Iheir  sentiments,  long  ere  a  foreign  invader 
had  Tfifikfih&i  their  shores.  James,  in  effect,  though 
he  had  not  abdicated  the  throne,  liad  ceased  to  reign ; 
and  WUliam  was  virtually  king  of  England,  before 
he  had  quitted  his  own  territory. 

It  is  true,  with  the  exception  of  the  outlawed  Pres* 
byteirians,  there  were  but  feeble  and  partial  efforts  at 
resiatwoe  or  open  revolt.  Many  were  restrained  from 
mere  dislike  of  innovation,  or  the  ties  of  settled  and 
established  customs ;  others  from  a  dread  of  hazard- 
ing the  unKMsrtw^ties  of  a  doubtful  and  perilous  en- 
jterprvM.  JSut  the  event  proved,  that  this  smothered 
discontent  only  vt^anted  opportunity  to  discharge  it- 
sdf ;  that  the  people  were  ready  to  embrace  freedom 
Dndcsr  any  leader,  to  rally  round  any  adventAu^  \k^ 
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held  out  a  likely  proepeet  of  suecess.  And  when  thejr 
tsaw  the  projector  of  their  deliverance  once  fairly  em- 
barked in  his  heroic  undertaking,  there  was  a  simul- 
taneous movement,  a  systematic  co-operation  in  his 
favour,  that  overpowered  all  opposition.  The  infec- 
tion spread  from  one  end  of  the  island  to  the  other. 
All  classes  fervently  prayed  for  his  success,  or  eagerly 
flocked  to  his  standard.  The  defection  of  the  nationj 
from  their  former  masters,  was  not  only  universal, 
but  almost  instantaneous.  The  Revolution  was  ao- 
eomplished  with  all  the  celerity  and  surprise  of  a  drap 
matic  representation. 

Nothing  could  more  strikingly  evince  the  unstable 
and  unnatural  foundation  on  which  James  had  built 
his  overgrown  tyranny ;  and  how  little  hold  he  had, 
in  reality,  over  the  sympathies  and  attachments  of  his 
subjects.  Few,  in  adversity,  adhered  to  his  fiedlen  in^ 
terests,  of  all  whom  he  had  loaded  with  his  fikvours, 
or  honoured  with  his  personal  friendship.  The  fleet 
mutinied,  and  refused  to  counteract  the  invader.  The 
military  which  he  had  carefully  trained  to  be  the 
Praetorian  guard  of  his  authority,  almost  to  a  mati 
deserted  him.  His  generals,  one  by  one,  turned  re^ 
bels.  The  calls  of  honour  and  fealty,  esteemed  by 
the  soldier  as  the  most  sacred  of  all  engagements^ 
were  foimd  but  slender  obligations,  when  pat  in  com- 
petition with  the  safety  of  their  country  uid  their  re- 
ligion. 

The  spirit  of  disaffection  which  terror  had  formerly 
silenced  and  kept  down,  now  burst  out  on  all  sides 
without  disguise,  and  without  fear.  The  unfinrtonate 
monarch  saw  himself  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice, 
which  the  delusipns  of  flattery  and  superstition  Jiad 


CHAP.  III.  THE  BEVOLUTION.  55 

ooncealed  from  his  eyes.  As  the  fide  of  invasion  ap- 
proached his  capilal,  the  bulwarks  of  royalty  fell  to 
yieeee  of  their  own  accord.  He  was  dislodged,  with- 
out striking  a  single  blow,  from  the  strong-holds  of 
deqwtisin,  where  he  had  vainly  imagined  himself 
fenced  securely  with  oaths  and  tests,  beyond  the  fear 
or  the  possibility  of  assault.  Struck  with  astonish- 
ment and  consternation,  he  abandoned  a  throne  which 
he  had  neither  policy  to  fill,  nor  courage  to  defend ; 
leaving  to  his  successor  a  "victory  without  blood,  and 
a  crown  without  a  competitor.  With  a  few  adhe- 
rents, he  escaped  to  France,  which  had  already  been 
the  asylum  of  his  own,  and  his  brother's  misfortunes. 
There  he  out-lived  his  former  grandeur,  and  liad  the 
unspeakable  felicity,  after  an  exile  of  twelve  years, 
to  expire  in  the  arms  of  that  religion  which  had  cost 
him  three  kingdoms.* 

The  prevailing  genius  of  the  two  nations  is  well 
exemplified  by  their  conduct  at  the  Revolution.  In 
England,  where  there  was  a  more  ceremonious  awe 
for  royalty  in  the  abstract,  and  a  greater  veneration 
f<Hr  the  names  and  forms  of  official  dignities,  the  public 
mind  was  held  to  the  current  order  of  events,  by  an 
influence  which  it  was  difficult  to  shake  off.  Politi- 
cal reasons  seemed  incapable  of  stirring  it  into  action, 
without  the  addition  of  ecclesiastical  motives ;  and  it 
18  probable,  had  not  the  English  Episcopacy  been 
threatened  with  extinction,  matters  might  have  lin<p 


*  JttBCi*  bfind  and  bigotted  attachnmnt  to  the  Romish  religion  was 
tiw  fluiqect  of  nUkry  and  pasquinade,  eren  among  Catholics  them* 
aslvea.  A  witty  Prelate  at  the  court  of  St.  Germains,  exclaimed 
aloud :    VM  un  bon  komme  qtd  a  guUt^  trots  myaumei  pour  un^ 
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gered  on  without  redress,  and  the  crown  ultimately 
succeeded  in  its  arbitrary  projects.  But  here  the 
bigotted  zeal,  and  eager  temerity  of  James  lucidly 
frustrated  the  completion  of  his  purposes. 

The  most  unpopular  and  alarming  featrire  of  his 
reign  was,  his  imdisguised  attempt  to  abolish  Prelacy, 
and  substitute  Catholicism,  which  was  universally 
abhorred  as  the  religion  of  slavery,  and  proscribed  by 
repeated  acts  of  the  legislature.  He  had  imbibed, 
with  his  mother's  milk,  a  fatal  predilection  for  the 
Romish  Communion,  which  neither  policy  nor  expo- 
rience  could  teach  him  to  conceal.  It  was  not  an  age 
for  experimenting  on  religion.  Church  controversicB 
were  agitated  with  the  greatest  keenness ;  and  there 
^as  not  one  inviting  symptom,  throughout  the  em- 
pire, for  putting  the  &ith  of  the  nation  to  this  critical 
trial. 

To  change  the  religion  of  a  state,  is  an  enterprize 
always  hazardous,  and  seldom  practicable.  It  re- 
quires a  conjunction  of  favourable  circumstances,  and 
the  most  consummate  political  skill,  neither  of  which 
James  possessed.  Nevertheless,  his  intemperate  zeal 
hurried  him,  by  a  ringukr  infetuation,  blindly  cm  to 
destruction,  without  even  awakening  him  to  a  sense 
of  his  own  danger.  The  partiality  he  shewed  to 
Catholics,  at  once  disgusted  and  alarmed  his  Protes- 
tant subjects.  The  Pope's  Nuncio  was  puUiely  en- 
tertained at  his  court.  Swarmsof  Priests  and  Jesuits 
were  imported,  and  employed  m  malring  prosdytes. 
Fransiscans,  Benedictines,  Danfunicans,  Ciqpiidunsb 
and  Carmelites  overran  the  whole  country.  They  en- 
grossed the  royal  favour,  and  were  rapidly  advancing 
to  monopolize  all  places  of  official  trust,    Fisaltert  wA 
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maaualB,  beads,  rosaries^  and  other  Popish  trinlcete 
became  staple  articles  of  traffic,  and  were  exposed  for 
sale  in  eyery  place  of  pabEc  resort.  Popery  had  b»t 
gun  to  erect  her  seminaries,  to  set  altar  against  altar^ 
and  bring  her  odious  mysteries  fearlessly  into  open 
li^t.  This  bold  effrontery  startled  aU  parties  in 
England ;  and  in  opposing  it,  whig  and  tory,  chorollw 
man  and  dissenter  unanimously  coalesced** 

In  Scotland,  there  was  not  the  same  nmmM^ty; 
The  ties  of  interest  bound  many  to  the  ihrone,  whiB^ 
if  they  had  not  been  self-concerned,  would  not  ha3Pi6 
adhered  to  it  so  tenaciously,  from  an  exclusive  vene* 
ration  for  majesty.  The  Episcopalian  party,  whose 
very  existence  was  linked  to  the  crown,  and  who 
seemed  ready  to  adopt  any  creed  the  court  chose  to 
impose,  and  several  of  the  nobility,  stood  out  fbv 
James.  The  Revolution  was  accomplished  by  the 
Presbyterians  alone,  in  the  face  of  their  adversaries, 
and  in  spite  of  all  their  efforts  to  interrupt  and  em*' 
barrass  their  proceedings.  From  their  secret  corres- 
pondence with  William,  they  were  aware  of  his  pn^ 
jected  invasion,  and  prepared  to  expect  his  arrival. 
Their  situation  at  home  was  equally  known  to  the 
Prince,  who  had  correct  intelligence  from  special 
agentSy  as  well  as  from  the  religious  emigrants  of  both 
kingdoms  who  had  fled  to  his  dominions,  and  foimd  a 
sflicnre  asylum^  under  big  protection. 

Sa  soon  as  he  had  got  possession  of  the  capital,  a 
body  of  llraihr  countrymen,  in  London,  made  a  femud 
preflfav  of  their  allegiance,  requesting  him  to'asflEame 
the-gonwrnment  of  Scotland,  and  summon  a  Conven<i^ 

"  -  ■ 

*  Letter  to  a  Memberof  FuliMiMnt  on  thft  gr«yt  fs;coN«i2bLot'So'^r|. 
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tion  of  the  Estates.  The  news  of  his  sudden  and 
peaceable  accession,  was  the  signal  for  a  general  com- 
n;iotion  in  his  favour.  Edinburgh  became  the  centre 
oi  resort  firom  all  places  in  the  kingdom.  Private  de-* 
liberaiitxns  were  held  in  every  comer  of  the  city. 
Tavenis  and  coffee-houses  were  crowded  with  politi- 
cians.* Their  numbers  were  daily  augmented,  and 
their  confidence  emboldened  by  the  growing  timidity 
of  th^  antagonists^  Meetings,  whidh  had  been  pro- 
seribed  as  treasonable,  were  now  held,  unmolested, 
within  the  very  precincts  of  that  authority  which  had 
lately  spread  terror  and  flight  over  the  whole  country. 
The  anathemas  of  Prelacy  were  totally  disr^arded. 
The  formidable  jurisdiction  of  the  Council  and  the 
Bench,  had  dwindled  into  contempt.  Their  confu- 
sion was  increased  by  contradictory  reports,  rumours 
of  invasions,  and  false  alarms  of  Popish  massacres. 
To  add  to  their  trepidation,  they  lost  the  support  of 
the  regular  forces,  which  were  partly  disbanded  through 
the  intrigues  of  a  few  Presbyterian  leaders,  and  partly 
summdned  to  England  to  defend  their  maister,  but  in 
raality,  to  dwell  the  train  of  the  conqueror. 

In  this  destitute  and  abandoned  condition,  their 
power  became  languid,  and  seemed  to  exjnre  of  its 
own  accord.  The  symbols  of  office  dropt  insensibly 
from  their  hand&  Their  fears  eVen  constrained  tibem 
to  consult  their  own  safety,  by  obliterating,  as  fiir  as 
they  could,  the  remaining  vestiges  of  despotism,  Imd 
abolishing  the  public  monuments  of  their  emelty« 
They  hastened  to  set  at  liberty  prisonets  iU^;ally  da* 
tained,  whose  wrongs  they  di*eaded  as  evidence  and 

*  BakaniM*  if  «nioin. 
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witnesses  against  themselyes.  They  took  down  the 
heads  and  hands  of  the  martyrs,  some  of  which  had 
stood  for  eight-and-twenty  years  on  the  gates  and 
market-crosses  of  the  city,  lest  the  horrid  spectacle 
might  revive  the  memory  of  thdr  guilt,  and  occaaioii 
the  question  to  be  agitated,  for  what,  and  by  whom 
they  had  been  set  up?*  * 

Believed  from  the  terror  of  the  military,  the  Revo- 
lationiBts  seemed  to  dismiss  all  other  apprehensuniAi 
The  panic  of  their  enemies,  they  wisely  improved  to 
their  own  advantage,  and  hastened  to  secure  the  easy 
conquest  it  had  given  them.  To  intercept  commnni- 
cation  with  the  English  Jacobites,  they  shut  up  the 
gbufin^lt:  of  intelligence,  dispersing  emissaries  through- 
out the  kingdom,  who  opened  all  packets  and  expres- 
saSf  and  silffered  no  letters  of  importance  to  pass.  To 
fsapfiy  the  place  of  the  disbanded  troops,  they  ordered 
militMm  to  be  raised  and  accoutred,  and  given  in  com«' 
mand  to  such  officers  as  could  be  relied  on.  Every 
psrecaution  was  adopted,  that  policy  could  suggest. 
The  rrans  of  lepslature  were  now  seized  by  other 
hands;  while  Liberty  and  Justice,  returning  from 
ezile^  prepared  to  mount  those  seats  which  persecu- 
tion and  arbitrary  power  had  left  vacant. 

The  Convention  of  Estates  had  been  summoned  to 
meet  at  Edinburgh,  and  met  accordingly  on  the  14th 
of  March,  1689.  Lord  Angus'  Regiment  was  not  yet 
embodied,  but  many  of  them  served  in  the  Camero- 
niaa  Guard,  that  volunteered  for  the  temporary  pro-* 
tection  of  the  Estates*  In  the  honourable  stru^le  for 
independence,  this  sect  had  not  remained  idle  or  un-* 


*  Grievaaces  of  the  GameroDianft. 
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concerned  spectators.  *  Their  activity  was  pre-emi-* 
nenty  and  their  general  conduct  marked  with  a  for- 
bearance surpassing  expectation;  When  the  rumour 
spread  that  the  Irish  Catholics  had  commenced  a  ge* 
i^rad  massaere,  and  burnt  the  town  of  Kirkcudbright, 
they  ran  to  their  arms ;  but  finding  no  enemy  to  op- 
pose, they  turned  their  weapons  against  the  imagea 
and  idolatries  <^  Popery.  They  afterwards  dis^- 
batfddtibemselveB  in  small  pairties  along  the  borders, 
Uf  e&t  off  the  enemy's  sout^ee  of  information,  by  pr^ 
venting^  all  strangers,  williout  passes,  to  enter  or  leftve 
the  kingdom,  f 

Some  days  before  the  sitting  of  the  C(MiTenti<»t,  se- 
veral companies  of  them  had  como  to  Edinburgh,  with 
the  Dioke  of  Hiafiailton,  the  Laird  of  Bmny,-and  other 
gentlemen,  and  were  quartered  about  the  Pttriliiutieilt 


*  Faithful  Contendings,  p.  367.  Dalrymple*8  MeiBc»n» 
f  '*  Tn  the  month  of  December,  1688, a  suddenaiid  sarptidAgi^ptfit 
Was  spread  ail  oirer  Scotland,  that  10,000  PaplMs  were  knided  fi«ia 
Ireland,  with  stnmge  instruments  of  death  for  deqsoitchilig'BrotestaBta^ 
Concerning  which,  a  letter  was  writ  from  the  magistrates  of  .the  dtjr 
of  Glasgow,  to  the  magistrates  of  Hamilton,  bearing,  that  diey  ^*^ 
already  burnt  down  the  town  of  Kirkcudbright,  and  were  dome  whUrf 
twenty-two  miles  of  Hamilton,  in  order  to  use  tfaem  at  tlie  MMfe  fStMi 
This  letter  came  to  Edinburgh  upon  Friday  night,  before  C3!iristlllu ; 
and  all  the  night  after,  the  citizen's  wives  were  running  about  the 
streets  with  the  children  in  their  arms,  with  hideous  cries.  What  should 
become  of  them  and  their  poor  young  ones?  Upon  Saturdays  the 
eontriTsnce  being  speedily  and  warily  managed  against  eleven  o-'docl^ 
there  were  got  together,  in  Douglas^-moor,  some  6000  Fresbyteiiaii^ 
well  armed,  fbr  pretence  of  defending  the  country  from  these  invaders. 
But  their  de«gn  was  quickly  discovered ;  for  by  three  in  the  aftetaDooj 
they  were  all  divided  into  small  detachments  of  two  or  threes  hiindtisd 
in  a  company,  whose  business  it  was  to  disarm  all  that  were  disaffected 
to  their  cause,  and  which  effectually  they  did."— Cass  of  Epxs.  Clsr* 

iJf  ScOTLAifD  TRULT  REPaXSXKtkl),  SiAOVs'  TrACTS,  Vol.  U. 
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House.  '^  There  were  great  numbers,  besides  which, 
they  kept  hid  in  cellars,  and  houses  below  the  ground^ 
which  never  appeared  till  some  days  after  the  Con- 
vention was  begun,  though  they  were  generally  be- 
lieved to  be  thrice  as  many  as  they  were."  *  A  con- 
siderable body  of  them  were  stationed  as  a  regular 
guard  on  the  Castle-'hill,  to  intercept  intelligence  and 
provision  for  the  garrison,  and  others  were  employed 
in  dig^ng  trenches  preparatory  to  the  siege. 

These  precautionary  defences  tended  greatly  to 
maintain  the  tranquillity,  and  expedite  the  delibera- 
tions of  the  Conventional  Assembly.  The  majority, 
which  had  been  secured  at  the  election  by  a  ma- 
noeuvre of  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  left  the  Episcopal 
members  but  a  feeble  chance  of  opposition.  The 
principal  source  of  their  danger  and  disturbance,  was 
from  enemies  without.  The  Duke  of  Gordon,  a  Ro- 
man Cath<die,  held  the  Castle :  but  it  is  probable  he 
would  speedily  have  come  to  terms  of  capitulation, 
had  he  not  been  instigated  by  a  bolder  spirit  than  his 
own,  for  his  garrison  was  disaffected,  and  his  supply 
of  stores  entirely  dependent  on  the  town. 

The  prime  abettor  of  rebellion,  and  the  adversary 
most  to  be  dreaded,  was  the  Viscount  Dundee,  al- 
ready notoriously  odious  to  the  Presbyterians,  under 
the  name  of  Claverhouse.  He  and  the  Earl  of  Balcar- 
ras  had  been  commissioned  to  act,  the  one  as  the 
civil,  the  other  as  the  military  agent  of  the  Jacobites. 
Dundee  amved  in  Edinburgh  with  about  fU%y  horse- 
men, who  had  deserted  from  his  old  regiment,  then 


i*.—*" 


*  Baksms*  Memoin.     Dalrymple'i   Memoirs.    Mackay's  Me. 
moin.    MS.  AcLt.  Lib. 
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in  England.  He  endeavoured  to  excite  tumult  and 
division  in  the  Convention,  and  failing  in  that  attempt, 
he  urged  the  Duke  of  Gordon  to  fire  upon  the  city, 
and  disperse  them.  But  the  irresolution  of  the  gover- 
nor balked  him  in  this  expectation. 

Disappointed  in  all  his  schemes,  and  enraged  equally 
at  fiiends  and  foes,  he  determined  to  repair  to  Stirling, 
and  summoned  a  counter-convention,  which  his  in- 
structions authorised  him  to  do.     In  this  project,  he 
was  also  frustrated  by  the  infidelity  of  Mar,  who  had 
command  of  the  castle,  and  deserted  him  to  join  the 
Revolutionists.     To  prevent  the  alarm  his  departure 
from  Edinburgh  would  occasion,  he  gave  out  that  his 
life  was  in  danger,  that  the   western   fanatics   had 
threatened  to  assassinate  him,  in  requital  of  his  for- 
mer cruelties.     He  applied  to  the  Convention  for  jus- 
tice and  protection ;  but  they  were  too  much  occupied 
with  weightier  matters,  to  investigate  the  evidence  of 
an  imaginary  conspiracy.  *     Chagrined  by  neglect  and 
disappointment,  he  quitted  the  house  and  the  city, 
breathing  threats  and  revenge.     As  he  rode  past  the 
castle,  on  the  west  side,  the  Duke  of  Gordon  observed 
him,  and  made  a  signal  for  an  interview.     He  dis- 
mounted, climbed  up  the  steep  rock,  to  the  foot  of  the 
walls,  and  at  a  small  postern,  remained  in  conference  ~ 
with  the  Duke  for  some  time. 

The  novelty  of  the  spectacle  attracted  a  crowd  be- 
low.    The  number  increasing,  spread  the  alarm  of 


*  That  this  was  an  affected  alarm,  is  manifest,  see  Laing*t  Hist.  Vol. 
iv.  p.  207>  note  44.  Balcarras  himself  seems  scarcely  to  beliere  it. 
«  It  is  not  to  be  doubted,*'  says  he,  <<but  they  made  several  such  things 
to  pass,  purposely  to- frighten  %iSy  as  aU  they  desired  was,  to  have  the 
house  alone," — Memoirs,  p.  68. 


CHAP.  III.  THE  REVOLUTION.  68 

gome  hostile  design,  as  they  were  mistaken  for  Dun- 
dee's adherents.  Messages  were  repeatedly  sent  to 
the  Convention,  that  an  army  was  at  the  gates,  and 
the  governor  of  the  castle  preparing  to  fire  upon  the 
town^  The  president,  Duke  of  Hamilton,  though  he 
had  better  intelligence,  resolved  to  improve  this  sud- 
den panic,  into  an  occasion  to  encourage  his  firiends, 
and  intimidate  their  opponents.  In  a  tone  of  coun- 
terfeited rage,  he  told  the  Convention  that  it  was  high 
time  to  look  to  their  own  safety,  since  Papists  and 
enemies  to  the  government  were  so  bold,  as  to  as- 
semble at  their  very  gates ;  that  doubtless,  there  were 
some  among  themselves  privy  to  the  design,  and  that 
the  traitors  within  must  be  held  in  confinement  until 
the  danger  was  over  :  But  that  the  friends  of  liberty 
had  nothing  to  fear,  since  thousands  were  ready  to 
start  up  in  their  defence  at  the  stamp  of  his  foot* 
He  ordered  the  doors  immediately  to  be  bolted,  and 
the  keys  laid  on  the  table  before  him.  He  caused 
drums  and  trumpets  to  sound  to  arms,  and  despatched 
the  Earl  of  Leven  to  collect  and  embody  the  Came- 
ronians,  who  only  waited  the  signal  to  emerge  from 
their  concealments.  ^^  In  an  instant,  vast  swarms  of 
those  who  had  been  brought  to  town  from  the  western 
counties,  and  who  had  been  hitherto  hid  in  garrets 
and  cellars,  appeared  in  the  streets,  not  indeed  in  pro- 
per habiliments  of  war,  but  with  arms,  and  with  looks 
fierce  and  suUen,  as  if  they  felt  disdain  at  their  for- 
mer confinement.*  All  was  noise,  hurry,  and  confu- 
sion in  the  town,  especially  about  the  Parliament- 
Square.     The  Jacobite  members  hearing  the  clamour 


Dalrjmple*!  Memoirs.       Balcarras'  Memoirs. 
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i^ithout,  and  ignorant  of  the  cause ;  and  finding  then^- 
iselves  locked  up  in  the  hands  of  their  enemies,  looked 
upon  their  hopes  as  blasted,  and  lost  all  resolution  in 
the  midst  of  tumult  and  conjecture.  When  the  doors 
were  thrown  open,  the  Presbyterian  members  were 
hailed,  as  they  passed,  with  acclamations,  while  those 
of  the  opposite  party  were  received  with  the  hisses 
and  execrations  of  the  populace.  Terrified  by  the 
apprehensions  of  unknown  dangers,  many  changed 
i^ides,  and  joined  the  Convention ;  others  left  town, 
imd  returned  to  their  homes  in  despair. 

When  the  Revolutionists,  by  their  superior  policy, 
had  thus  freed  themselves  from  turbulent  opposition, 
they  acted  with  the  greatest  promptitude  and  unani- 
mity. Their  proceedings  savoured  nothing  of  that 
'tardy  and  scrupulous  ambiguity,  which  marked  the 
debates  of  the  English  Convention.  There,  it  was 
^disputed,  whether  a  king  could,  by  misgovemment, 
or  on  any  other  account,  forfeit  his  sacred  title  to  the 
xjrown.  The  doctrine  of  dethronement,  and  of  alter- 
ing, by  election,  the  ancient  hereditary  line,  seemed 
like  introducing  an  unnatural  chasm  into  the  consti- 
tution. Hence  the  delicate  and  equivocal  terms  in 
which  their  vote  ofdeposition  is  couched:  That  James, 
having  eudeavoured  to  subvert  the  constitution,  and 
withdrawn  himself  out  of  the  kingdom,  had  abeUcaied 
the  government.  The  Scottish  Convention,  who  were 
liot  shackled  by  the  same  dread  of  innovation,  or  the 
l^dme  attachments  to  a  settle  unbroken  succession, 
"declared  their  sentiments  at  once,  without  fear,  and 
without  ceremony.  Entering  into  no  verbal  criti- 
cisms 0r  refined  distinctions^  they  came  Ixddly  to  the 
resolution,   ^^  That  James,  being  a  professed  Papist, 
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had  assumed  the  royal  power,  and  acted  as  king, 
without  having  taken  the  oaths  required  by  law ;  and 
had,  by  the  advice  of  wicked  and  evil  counsellors,  in- 
vaded the  fundamental  constitution  of  the  kingdom- 
altered  it  from  a  limited  and  lega]  monarchy,  into  ai^ 
arbitrary  and  despotic  power,  and  had  exerted  the 
same,  to  the  subversion  of  the  Protestant  religion,  and 
the  violation  of  the  laws  and  liberties  of  the  kingdom ; 
whereby  he  had  forfeited  his  right  to  the  crown,  and 
the  throne  had  become  vacant." 

The  crown  was  then  offered  to  William  and  Mary, 
who  were  proclaimed  at  the  market-cross  of  Edin- 
burgh, king  and  queen,  with  the  greatest  demonstrar 
tiona  of  joy  that  had  ever  been  seen  in  Scotland.  The 
Meeting  of  Estates  was  converted  into  a  parliament, 
and  every  thing  promised  an  amicable  conclusion.  It 
is  probable  the  Revolution  in  Great  Britain  would  have 
been  achieved  vrithout  a  single  drop  of  blood,  but  for 
the  haughty  and  rebellious  temper  of  one  man. 

The  Viscount  Dundee  was  certainly  the  life  and 
sinrit  of  the  Jacobite  party ;  but  he  has  evidently  got 
far  more  credit  for  his  disinterested  loyalty  and  de- 
voted attachment  to  his  master,  than  he  is  entitled 
to.  Historians  have  romanced  upon  his  exploits,  and 
lavished  their  pan^yrics  on  the  gallantry  and  gene- 
roeity  of  his  character.  His  bravery  was  undoubted ; 
but  the  honesty  of  his  intentions,  and  the  integrity  of 
his  principles,  admit  not  of  unqualified  praise.  If  he 
was  loy£d,  it  was  more  to  serve  his  own  interest,  than 
from  any  inherent  or  steady  affection  to  the  exist- 
ing dynasty.  Pride,  ambition,  and  revenge  were  his 
master  passions;  and  he  would  have  fought  under 
any  banner,  and  for  any  cause  that  had  honours  and 
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emoluments  to  bestow.  H3  had  been  originally  a 
soldier  of  fortune,  and  liis  conduct  veered  with  the 
caprices  of  that  fickle  divinity.  At  his  first  outset, 
when  a  volunteer  in  the  French  sendee,  he  carried 
arms  in  oppoisition  to  WUliam.  He  afterwards  joined 
his  standard,  was  made  a  coronet  in  the  Royal  Guards; 
and  at  the  battle  of  Seneffe,  in  1674,  he  had  the  ho- 
nour to  save  the  Prince's  life.  Tliis  brave  action,  his 
Highness  instantly  requited  with  a  captain's  commis- 
sion ;  a  generosity  which  left  no  room  for  the  reflection 
he  afterwards  made,  that  William  was  ungrateful.  * 
One  of  the  Scottish  Regiments,  in  Holland,  becoming 
vacant,  his  ambition  aspired  to  the  command ;  but  the 
Prince  was  pre-engaged.  This  refusal  he  construed 
into  an  affront,  and  quitted  the  Dutch  service.  He 
returned  to  his  native  country  in  1677,  again  to  be- 
come the  enemy  of  William,  by  persecuting  his  inte- 
rest in  Scotland. 

At  the  Revolution,  his  conduct  at  first  was  ambi- 
guous. If  he  did  not  actually  offer  his  services  to  the 
Prince,  as  some  have  thought,  he  seemed  inclined,  at 
least,  to  remain  neuter,  f  His  panegyrists,  I  know, 
deny  this; J  but  others  affirm  it  without  hesitation. 
"  It  is  most  certain,"  says  the  candid  writer  of  a  life 
of  King  William,  "  that  my  Lord  Dundee  did  not  ori- 
ginally design  to  break  with  the  Prince.  He  had 
served  under  him  in  Flanders,  was  a  Protestant,  and 
as  is  generally  believed,  had  no  great  inclination  for 
James ;  but  he  was  in  a  manner  forced  upon  what  he 


.    *   Dalrymple's  Mem.  lib.  ii.  part  ii.  f  Oldmizon's  Hist. 

Eng.  ii.  p.  28.  |  Dalrymple's  Mem.  lib.  8.  p.  217.     M*Pher- 

9on*s  State  Papers,  vol.  i.  p.  352. 
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did,  by  the  carriage  of  a  fine  gentleman,  and  a  very 
good  officer,  (Colonel  Cleland,)  who  afterwards  lost  his 
life  in  the  quarrel."  *  The  nature  of  this  provocation 
it  is  to  be  regretted,  cannot  now  be  ascertained ;  but 
it  was  probably  some  accidental  recounter  about  the 
streets  of  Edinburgh,  and  might  give  rise  to  the  re- 
port of  his  assassination,  as  he  and  Cleland  were  ac- 
quainted of  old,  having  commenced  an  intimacy  at 
Drumclog,  which  Dundee  was  not  likely  to  forget. 
Thus,  wounded  pride,  and  the  desire  of  revenge,  it 
would  appear,  contributed  as  much  as  loyalty,  to 
kindle  and  prolong  the  flames  of  civil  war. 

*  Somen*  TracU»  vol.  xi. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


CAMERONIAN  REGlMENt. 


Fonnation  of  the  Regiment — Preliminary  conditions  of  their  service- 
Quartered  at  Perth — Rebellion  in  the  Highlands — Siege  of  Edin- 
burgh Castle. 

For  more  effectually  maintaining  tranquillity  in  the 
absence  of  regular  troops,  three  Scots  Regiments, 
which  had  been  in  the  Dutch  service,  were  ordered 
for  Edinburgh,  under  command  of  Greneral  Mackay, 
viz.  his  own.  Brigadier  Balfour's,  and  Colonel  Ram- 
sey's.*    They  landed  in  Scotland  towards  the  end 


*  These  regiments  were  long  and  well  known  on  the  Continent,  un- 
der the  name  of  the  Scots  Brigade,  having  existed  since  the  year 
1572.  They  were  the  only  standing  forces  belonging  to  Scotland,  and 
among  the  oldest  regular  troops  in  Europe.  They  were  always  in  the 
Dutch  service  until  the  Revolution,  and  had  fought  many  campaigns 
under  the  Princes  of  the  House  of  Orange*  They  sustained  the  brunt 
of  the  action  at  the  battle  of  Reminant,  near  Mechlin,  in  1678,  against 
the  Spaniards,  where  tiiey  fought  without  armour,  and  in  their  shirts. 
In  1688,  they  formed  part  of  the  armament  that  came  over  with  King 
William.     They  were  at  the  battle  of  Killicrankie,  where  it  is  rather 
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of  March,  and  were  quartered  about  Leitb  and  tibe 
suburbs.  Their  arriyal  relieved  the  Cainerom^li; 
Guard,  who  were  cbiefly  inhabitants  of  Glasgow,  or 
ks  vicinity ;  and  they  were  dismissed  wil^  the  thankfsi 
of  the  Convention,  for  their  seasonable  assistance;  ior 
having,  as  it  is  expressed,  taken  up  arniGi,  and  con- 
tinued watching  and  warding;  during  which  time, 
they  had  demeaned  themselves  soberly  and  honestly, 
been  active  and  instrumeatal  in  preventii:^  tmnults, 
and  in  securing  the  peace  and  quiet,  both  of  the  meet- 
ing and  of  the  place.  * 

A  proclamation,  requiring  all  men  between  sixtecaa 
and  sixty  to  be  ready  in  arms,  was  issued,  and  at  the 


remarkable,  that  the  commanders,  on  both  sides,  Mackay  and  Dundee, 
had  once  been  fellow-officers,  having  served  together  in  the  Scots  Bri- 
gade in  Holland.  When  the  Rebellion  in  the  Highlands  was  quelled^ 
they  went  to  Ireland.  At  the  siege  of  Athlone,  they  were  the  first 
that  entered  the  breach  in  the  rampiorts,  and  stormed  the  place.  Isi 
1690,  they  were  sent  to  the  army  in  Flanders,  where  we  may  probably 
have  occasion  tomention  them  again." — Vide,  JSist.  AccourU  efBritiik 
Segkn^nts  in  the  Dvich  Service, 

*  Minutes  of  Convention,  28th  March.  After  the  Cameronians 
were  relieved  from  guarding  the  Convention,  they  were  ordered  to  go 
to  Stirling  Castle,  to  guard  the  arms  and  ammunition,  appointed  by 
the  Estates,  to  be  carried  from  thence  to  Glasgow,  for  the  use  of  the 
country.  *'  Yet  though  they  had  the  warrant  of  the  Estates,  the  ma- 
gistrates of  Stirling  did  violently  keep  them  from  entering  of  the  said 
town,  and  shut  the  gates  against  them,  causing  them  stand  a  long 
time  in  their  anns,  wearied  after  a  tedious  journey,  and  would  not  jiuf« 
for  them  to  enter,  until  by  long  solicitation,  and  their  .pffic^rs  giving 
bond  for  their  peaceable  behaviour,  they  were  prevailed  with*  And 
after  the  said  arms  and  anmiunition  were  loaded,  the  people  gathered 
together  in  companies,  designing  to  stop  them,  until  theit  fuiy  and 
malice  was  allayed  by  the  Store-keeper. "  The  magistrates  .of  Stirling, 
far  tiieir  '<  rude  and  indiscreet  carriage,"  were  obligisd  to  convey  tbe 
arms  to  Kilsyth,  at  their  own  ezpence.— *rAofnjon*«  Acts  if  Jfcottiak 
PtirUamenu,  2d  April,  1689. 
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same  time,  warrant  granted  to  General  Mackay  to 
raise,  by  beat  of  drum,  four  regiments  of  foot,  and 
one  of  dragoons.  The  Cameronians  in  the  west  coun- 
try, chiefly  in  and  about  Douglas,  had  already  delibe- 
rated with  their  friends,  on  the  propriety  of  furnish- 
ing a  regiment  of  infantry  for  his  majesty's  service ; 
and  it  is  to  their  voluntary  resolutions  principally, 
that  Lord  Angus'  Regiment  owes  its  origin,  of  which 
we  are  now  to  give  the  reader  some  account.  * 

The  first  and  most  active  leaders  in  the  affidr,  were 
Laurie  of  Blackwood,  who  had  suffered  by  a  most 
iniquitous  process  under  the  late  reign  ;f  and  Captain 
William  Cleland,  a  gallant  youth,  who  had  served  in 
the  army  of  the  Covenanters.  So  soon  as  the  propo- 
sal was  agreed  to,  they  made  an  offer  to  the  Meeting 
of  Estates,  to  levy,  in  fourteen  days,  two  battalions, 
each  to  consist  of  ten  companies  of  sixty  men.  A  ge- 
neral meeting  for  concerting  and  adjusting  the  neces- 
sary measures,  was  appointed  to  convene  on  the  29th 
of  April,  at  the  Kills  of  Douglas.  As  a  useful  pre- 
parative in  so  important  a  matter,  recourse  vras  had 
to  the  exhortations  of  the  pulpit.  On  the  day  before 
the  meeting,  vast  crowds  had  assembled.     Three  of 


*  **  Meantime,  arms  had  been  distributed  to  the  Presbyterians  of  the 
west  country,  who  shewed  themselves,  of  all  the  kingdom,  the  most 
zealous  for  their  majesty's  govemm«nt,  and  the  Protestant  interest ; 
and  the  most  popular  and  leading  men  among  them,  came  to  wait  on 
the  general,  and  gave  him,  from  time  to  time,  account  of  these  matters, 
^o  encouraged  them  in  their  method  of  forming  themselves  into  com-» 
panies,  and  continuing  their  weekly  exercises,  of  the  handling  of  their 
aima;  whereof,  so  far  as  the  government  could  not  do  it,  they  pro. 
vided  themselves,  ^  zealous  were  they  for  the  cause/' — M^Kay^s  Mem. 
MS.  Advocate" i  JJbrary, 

t  Wodrow,  vol.  ii.  p.  295 
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tbifSr  most  popular  preachers,  Shields,  Boyd,  and  lin- 
ing, alternately  addressed  the  congregated  multitudes, 
on  a  field  or  holm  close  by  the  town.  The  eloquence 
of  the  speakers,  aided  by  the  force  and  pertinence  of 
appnqnJate  texts,  gave  a  new  edge  and  ardour  to  their 
patriotic  seal.  The  scope  of  their  arguments  was,  to 
TOtise  the  audience  to  a  vigorous  and  simultaneous 
movement,— to  clear  away  certain  doubts  that  had 
been  started,  respecting  the  lawfulness  or  expediency 
of  admitting  such  as  had  not  owned  or  faithfully  ad- 
hered to  their  cause,  or  who  differed  from  them  any 
way  in  principles  and  profession. 

It  was  a  point  on  which  they  were  extremely  scru- 
pulous, and  a  question  that  had  been  agitated  with 
some  bitterness,  whether  it  was  not  a  sinful  associa- 
tion, to  enlist  under  the  same  banner  with  those  who 
had  been  the  instruments  and  abettors  of  tyranny,  or 
who  bad  not  kept  their  conscience  clear  of  oaths,  tests, 
'  and  declarations.  This  diversity  of  opinion  prevented 
the  adoption  of  any  express  conditions,  and  the  meet- 
•  ing  was  prorogued  till  the  13th  of  May. 

Meantime,  several  petitions  and  copies  of  resolu- 
tions were  drawn  up,  and  submitted  for  the  approba- 
tion of  their  intended  officers,  stating,  in  special  terms, 
the  motives  of  their  undertaking,  and  the  conditions 
upon  which  they  were  willing  to  tender  their  services. 
These  conditions,  however,  though  honestly  intended, 
were  too  exceptionable  to  meet  with  the  concurrence 
of  the  officers ;  some  of  them  being  beyond  the  power 
of  subjects  to  grant,  others  inconsistent  with  the  laws 
of  military  discipline.  A  brief  declaration  was  then 
drawn  up  by  Hume  of  Polwart,  which  met  the  views 
of  both  parties,  and  on  the  14th  of  May,  the  regiment. 
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consisting  of  1200  men,  was  mustered  on  the  holm  of 
Donglas.  Cleland,  who  was  now  chosen  their  Ldoii- 
tenant  Colonel,  went  duroc^  the  whole  battalion,  ad- 
dressing each  company  separately  in  a  short  speech, 
and  causing  the  terms  of  agreement  to  be  read  and 
explained.  James,  Earl  of  Angus,  a  youth  under 
twenty,  and  only  son  to  the  Marquis  of  Douglas,  was 
appointed  Colonel.  *"  The  two  brotibers,  Michael  and 
Alexander  Shields  were  chosen,  the  former  clerk,  the 
other  chaplain  to  the  raiment,  for  it  was  ejcpressly 
stimulated,  that  they  should  be  provided  with  a  mi* 
nister  of  their  own  persuasion,  and  each  company 
with  an  elder,  for  promotiag  foety  and  reproving  of- 
fenders. The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  articles  re- 
ferred to. 

I.  That  all  the  officers  of  the  regiment  shall  be  sudh 
as  in  conscience  and  prudence,  may,  with  cordial  oon- 

•  fidence,  be  submitted  unto  and  followed ;  such  as  hapre 
not  served  the  enemy  in  destroying,  nor  engaged  by 
oaths  and  tests  to  destroy  the  cause,  now  to  be  fought 
for  and  defended. 

II.  That  they  shall  be  well  affected,  of  approve 
fidelity,  and  of  a  sober  conversation. 

III.  They  declare :  That  the  cause  they  are  called 
to  appear  for  is,  the  service  of  the  king's  mi^ty,  in 
the  defence  of  the  nation ;  recovery  and  preservation 
of  the  Protestant  religion ;  and  in  particular,  the  .w<»k 
of  reformation  in  Scotland,  in  opposition  to  Papery, 


'*  Hie  Commissions  of  Lord  Angus,  and  the  other  oflScers,  are  piiiited 
in  Proceedings  of  Convention,  in  the  Appendix  to  Thomson's  Acts  of 
Scottish  Parliament. 
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^y  and  arbitrary  power,  ui  all  its  branches  and 
•leps,  nnlil  the  government  of  <;hurch  and  state  be 
licoiight  back  to  th^  lustre  and  int^rity,  estabUshed 
ia  the  best  and  purest  terms.  * 

Such  were  the  conditions  of  their  formation ;  and 
iqion  the  same  terms  they  offered,  if  necessary,  to 
efoip  two  or  three  regiments  more,  without  beat  of 
drum  or  expense  ot  levy-money. 

It  was  in  this  patriotic  corps  that  young  Blackader 
volunteered  as  a  cadet,  and  served  for  sixpence  a^-day. 
Through  what  peculiar  interest  or  connexion  he  en- 
tered this  re^ment,  is  not  known.  But  most  probably 
h  was  owing  to  his  intimacy  with  the  Lieutenant  Colo- 
•ael,  who  had  been  a  fellow-student  with  him  at  the 
University.  Clelaud  was  well  acquainted  with  his 
fiomily,  having  been  occasionally  on  the  patrol  that 
l^uarded  his  father  at  Conventicles,  and  as  we  have 
seen,  was  a  conjunct  agent  with  his  eldest  brother,  in 
^KDmoting  the  Revolutionf  His  noviciate  seems, 
iiowever,  to  have  been  but  short,  as  in  less  than  two 
months  he  carried  a  Lieutenant's  partisan,  j:  It  does 
not  appear  that  he  had  ever  been  a  member  of  the 
United  Societies ;  and  he  certainly  did  not  entertain 
their  peculiar  views  of  ecclesiastical  affairs :  But  in 
other  respects,  he  possessed  all  the  necessary  qualifi- 
cations. He  could  plead  exemption  from  the  prevail* 
-ing  defections  and  compliances  of  the  times.  He  had 
jiever  been  guilty  of  hearing  curates  or  indulged 
fdergymen ;   of  supporting  the  cause  of  antichrist  by 


*  Memorial  of  Grierances.     Faidiful  Contend.  f  Blackader*s 

Hem.  p.  211-12.  ^  A  weapon  somewhat  like  a  balbert. 
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paying  cess,  or  debaaching  Lis  conscience  by  oaths 
and  tests.  These,  at  the  formation  of  the  raiment, 
were  deemed  exclusive  and  insuperable  objections,  al- 
though they  became  afterwards  less  scrupulous  in  fill- 
ing up  their  ranks. 

Each  company,  on  being  mustered,  was  paid  £35, 
sterling,  per  advance,  to  be  collected  from  the  shires 
of  Lanark  and  Peebles.     Towards  the  end  of  May, 
they  were  ordered  to  march  under  Lieutenant  Colo- 
nel Cleland  to  Perth,  where  they  were  to  quarter, 
and  on  their  way  to  halt  at  Stirling,  that  such  as  had 
not  arms  and  accoutrements,  might  be  provided  from 
the  magazine  in  the  castle.     The  Commanding  Officer 
had  orders  to  furnish  them  with  powder  and  ball,  and 
matches  for  their  firelocks.     Brigadier  General  Bal- 
four delivered  to  them  400  pikes,  and  the  same  num- 
ber of  muskets,  with  halberts  for  forty  sergeants. 
Before  marching  to  Perth,  they  were  commanded  to 
rendezvous  for  some  time  about  Falkirk,  Larbert,  St. 
Ninians,  Doune,  and  Kilsyth,  in  order  ^^  to  clear  the 
braes  of  Stirling-shire  of  lowse  and  ill-affected  men, 
who  might  be  found  in  arms  /'  *    In  the  month  of  July, 
they  lay  at  Perth  as  a  check  on  the  Viscount  Dundee, 
who  had  made  several  irruptions  into  the  Lowlands, 
to  plunder  and  levy  contributions. 

The  activity  and  artifices  of  that  enterprising  rebel 
had  b^un  to  diffuse  a  spirit  of  insurrection  over  the 
North,  which  was  become  formidable  to  the  govern- 
ment. He  had  quitted  Edinburgh;  as  was  mentioned, 
under  pretence  of  assassination;  but,  in  reality,  to 
summon  the   Clans  to  arms.     For  some  weeks  be 


*  Thomson's  Acts  of  Scottish  Pariiament,  Appendix. 
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ramained  inacdve  at  his  own  house  of  Disdbpe,  in 
AngasHshirc,  expecting  succours  from  Ireland.  The 
Convention,  dreading  his  designs,  had  summoned  him 
to  return,  which  he  refused  in  a  disrespectful  letter, 
and  was  outlawed.  The  Earl  of  Leven  with  100  foot, 
and  some  troops  of  dragoons,  were  despatched  to  ap- 
prehend him,  hut  he  made  his  escape  to  the  moun- 
tains. He  repaired  directly  to  the  Duke  of  Grordon's 
territory,  with  the  intention  of  raising,  in  a  body,  the 
YMBsals  of  that  nobleman. 

His  purpose  being  known,  Mackay  himself  went 
in  pursuit  of  him,  leaving  charge  of  Edinbui^h  Castle, 
then  under  siege,  to  Brigadier  Balfour  and  Sir  John 
Lanier,  not  so  much  for  reducing  that  fortress,  as  for 
preventing  the  Duke  of  Gordon  from  joining  his 
fnends  in  the  Highlands,  as  his  extensive  interest 
might  have  proved  dangerous.  He  took  with  him 
four  troops  of  Lord  Colchester's  Regiment,  and  Sir 
Tlumias  Livingston's  dragoons ;  and  marched  rapidly 
by  Brechin,  Fettercairn,  and  Strathbogie,  to  Elgin. 
Dundee  made  his  way  to  Inverness,  1st  May,  and  by 
lliis  time  his  party  had  greatly  increased,  being  joined 
W  McDonald  of  Keppoch  with  900  men.  Not  daring 
^'^^^1  .jattle  to  Mackay,  and  disappointed  in  raising 
the  number  of  adherents  he  expected,  he  withdrew  to 
Lochaber,  where  he  appointed  a  general  rendezvous  of 
tlie  Clans,  to  meet  against  the  18th  day  of  May. 
Here  his  force  increased  immensely :  Glengarry  joined 
him  with  nearly  300  men ;  Clan  Rannald  with  200 ; 
Stewart  of  Appen,  and  McDonald  of  Glenco  with  ^00  ^ 
McDonald  of  Keppoch  with  200,  and  Lochiel  with 
600  of  the  Camerons.  He  was  unexpectedly  joined 
by  1000  of  the  Athol-men,  whom  Lord  Murray,  the 


76  LIFB  OF  COL.  BLACKA0ER.  CHAP.  IV* 

Marqtds'  son,  had  raised  on  his  fiither's  estate  for  the 
service  ef  WiUiam ;  under  pretence,  however,  of  es- 
pousing the  opposite  interest*  When  their  real  desti- 
nation was  explained  to  them,  they  quitted  their  noiks, 
and  their  hereditary  chieftain — a  rare  instance  of  feu- 
dal infidelity — and  running  to  the  nearest  brook,  they 
filled  their  bonnets  with  water,  drank  to  the  health  of 
King  James,  and  marched  off  to  Lord  Dundee.  * 

With  these,  and  other  re-inforcements,  said  the  ad- 
dition of  500  recruits  from  Ireland,  Dundee  sawiiim- 
sdf  at  the  head  of  nearly  6000  men. 

Many  motives  concurred  to  attract  the  roving  High- 
landers to  his  standard,  besides  their  romantic  admi- 
ration of  his  character,  their  attachment  to  James,  or 
even  their  natural  love  of  war.  Plunder  had  more 
captivating  charms  in  their  eyes  than  either.  AU  the 
arts  and  discipline  of  their  commander  could  not  re* 
strain  their  predatory  habits.  Notwithstanding  every 
precaution  of  centinels  and  rear-guards,  ^^  they  weise 
marching  off  every  night  by  forties  and  fifties,  with 
droves  of  cattle,  and  loaden  with  spoils."  f  Some  of 
the  chiefs  had  no  other  concern,  than  to  retain  those 
forfeited  estates  of  which  they  had  got  possession; 
others  were  hopeful  to  enrich  themselves  by  new  «l;>^ 
taihders.  ^^  In  all  the  progress  of  the  army,"  says 
Mackay,  *^  benorth  the  Tay,  the  people  seemed  to  b^r 
little  sense  of  their  deliverance  except  a  few.  They 
seemed  more  disposed  to  submit  to,  and  embrace  the 
party  which  they  judged  most  likely  to  carry  it ;  their 
zeal  for  the  preservation  of  their  goods  goeing  with 


*  M'Pberson's  State  Papers,     Balcarras*  Menooin.        f  M*Fber- 
son,  pb  357*     Balcarras,  p.  94. 
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them,  &r  beyond  the  cansideradoiis  of  religion,  and 
fiberty. — ^It  was  neither  out  of  love  for  King  James, 
nor  hatred  for  King  William,  that  made  them  rise ; 
at  least,  the  wisest  of  them,  as  Lochiel  of  the  Came- 
rons,  whose  cunning  engaged  others  that  were  not  so 
much  interested  in  his  quarrel.  But  it  was  out  of 
ajqprdiension  of  the  Earl  of  Argyle's  apparent  resto- 
ration and  favour,  because  he  had  some  of  his  forfeited 
estates,  and  several  combined  Highlanders  held  lands 
of  tto  Earl's."* 

A  genend  expectaticm  was  entertained  by  the  Jaco- 
bites^ that  the  estates  of  their  opponents  would  re- 
compense them,  and  the  most  golden  prospects  were 
held  4mt  repeatedly  in  letters  to  Lord  Dundee,  from 
the  Earl  of  Melfort,  secretary  to  James,  f  Happily, 
however,  these  expectations  were  frustrated,  and  this 
Connidable  insurrection  eventually  quelled  by  the  de- 
jbat  of  the  rebels,  17th  June,  at  Killicranlde.  That 
dafidat,  though  it  can  scarcely  be  termed  a  victory, 
proved  sufficiently  decisive  by  the  death  of  Dundee. 
He  fell  early  in  the  action,  by  a  musket-ball  which 
entered  at  an  opening  of  his  mail,  beneath  the  arm, 
while  elevating  it  in  the  act  of  giving  command. :{: 
His  followers,  though  they  had  broken  the  lines  of  the 
enemy,  and  by  the  impetuosity  of  their  attack,  spread 

•  ;MSS.  Adv.  lib.  t  Dal.  Mem.  lib.  vui.  225.     BaL  Mem. 

I  It  has  generally  been  supposed  that  Dundee's  death  happened  to> 
wards  the  dose  of  the  action.  This  appears  to  be  a  mistake.  «  He 
fell  by  a  random  shot  at  the  beginning  of  t)ie  action ;  yet  his  men  dis* 
corered  it  not  till  they  had  obtained  the  Tictory."  Memoirt  rfCaptam 
Crekhttm*  This  is  confirmed  by  King  James*  letter  to  the  Laird  of 
Balladien.  Videt  CoL  StewarCs  Sketches  of  the  HighJanden,  tqL  i.  94, 
He  anrvired,  however,  to  write  King  James  a  short  account  of  the 
battle.     M*Phenon*a  State  Papers, 
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terror  and  flight  on  all  sideB,  lost  a  victory  within 
their  reach,  hy  their  eagerness  for  spoil  and  pillage.* 
They  stript  the  slain  of  their  own  party,  and  even 
their  own  general,  leaving  his  body  on  the  field,  which 
could  not  for  some  time  be  distinguished  from  those 
of  the  common  soldiers,  f 

Though  Mackay  had  the  superiority  in  nimibers, 
he  sustained  a  very  considerable  loss ;  the  main  causes 
of  which  were, — the  disadvantage  of  the  narrow  pass 
where  they  fought^ — ^his  want  of  dragoons,  which  were 
the  only  troops  the  enemy  were  afraid  of, — and  the  ex- 
traordinary mode  of  fighting  practised  by  the  High- 
landers, with  which  his  men  were  totally  unacquainted. 
Of  their  singular  method  of  attack,  he  gives  the  fol- 
lowing description : — 

^^  The  Highlianders  never  fight  against  regular  for-' 
ces,  upon  any  thing  of  equal  terms,  without  a  sure 
retreat  at  their  back,  particularly  if  their  eneiny  be 

*  Balcarras,  p.  106. 

f  Sir  Duncan  Campbell  of  Auchenbreck,  being  at  the  Blair  of 
Athol,  had  the  curiosity  to  go  and  view  the  bodies  of  the  late  deceased 
Viscount  of  Dundee,  the  Laird  of  Pitcur,  and  McDonald  of  Largie, 
who  were  killed  at  Killicrankie,  and  saw  their  bodies  lying  in  an  isle 
of  the  church  of  Blair,  and  not  yet  interred,  but  wrapt  up  ih  coMge 
Uneu  cloth,  in  very  ordinary  coffins,  where  any  body  that  pleases  may 
see  them:  That  Dundee's  body  at  first,  was,  with  much  difficulty, 
distinguished  from  the  rest  of  the  bodies  that  fell  that  day ;  for  he, 
dying  of  his  wounds  in  a  very  little  time  after  the  engagement,  his 
jody  was  presently  stript  by  bis  own  party,  and  1^  naked  amongst 
he  rest  in  the  field.     Proceedings  m  Scotland,  "Jth  September. 

Some  of  the  officers  that  qame  to  town  with  the  Major  General,  de- 

ilare,  that  being  at  Blair  Castle,  they  had  tlie  fniriosity  to  view  the 

irps  of  the  late  Lord  Dundee,  which  they  found  lying  in  a  vault  in 

«Hie  of  the  aisles  of  the  church  there. .   The  mortal  wound  he  receivedt 

and  of  which  he  soon  died,  was  by  a  shot  in  his  left  eye.     Froceeding* 

in  Scotland,  \4th  September, 
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pnmded  with  horse.  Aad  to  be  sure  of  their  escape, 
in  case  of  a  repulse,  they  attack  barefooted,  and  with- 
out any  clothing  but  their  shirts,  and  a  little  High- 
land doublet,  whereby  they  are  certain  to  outrun  any 
foot ;  and  they  will  not  readily  engage,  where  horse 
can  follow  the  chase  to  any  distance.  Their  way  of 
fighting,  is  to  divide  themselves  by  clans ;  the  chief, 
or  some  principal  man  being  at  their  heads,  with  some 
distance  to  distinguish  betwixt  them. 

They  come  on  slowly  till  they  be  within  distance  of 
firing,  which,  because  they  keep  no  rank  or  file,  doth 
ordinarily  little  harm.  When  their  fire  is  over,  they 
throw  away  their  firelocks,  and  every  one  drawing  a 
long  broad-sword,  with  his  tai^e  in  his  left  hand,  they 
£ill  a  running  towards  the  enemy,  who,  if  he  stand 
firm,  they  never  fail  of  running  with  much  more 
speed  back  again  to  their  hills,  which  they  usually 
take  at  their  back,  except  they  happen  to  be  surprised 
by  horse  or  dragoons,  marching  through  a  plain,  or 
camping  negligently.  All  our  officers  and  soldiers 
were  strangers  to  the  Highlanders'  way  of  fighting, 
which  mainly  occasioned  the  consternation  they  were 
in.  To  remedy  this  for  the  future,  having  taken  no- 
tice on  this  occasion,  that  the  Highlanders  are  of  such 
a  quick  motion,  that  if  a  battalion  keep  up  firing  till 
they  be  near  to  make  sure  of  them,  they  rush  upon  it 
before  our  men  can  come  to  their  second  defence, 
which  is  with  the  bayonet  fixed  within-side  the  muzzle 
of  the  musket. 

The  genera]  having  observed  this  method  of  the 
enemy,  he  invented  the  way  to  fasten  the  bayonet  to 
the  muzzle  on  the  outside,  by  two  rings,  that  the  sol- 
diers might  safely  keep  up  their  fire  till  they  pour  it 
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into  the  enemy's  breast,  and  then  have  no  other  mo^ 
tion  to  make  but  to  push  with  it  as  with  a  pike/'  * 

The  Castle  of  Edinburgh  had  by  this  time  sur- 
rendered, after  a  siege  of  more  than  two  months. 
On  the  6th  of  April,  Mackay  had  erected  foyr  batte- 
ries, intending  to  storm  it  in  a  few  days.  One  of  them 
was  raised  at  Multrassie's  hiU,  another  at  Castle 
Collups,  and  a  third  at  Heriot's  Hospital,  near  which 
was  a  mortar  for  throwing  bombs,  f  On  the  17th, 
the  cannonading  commenced  briskly  on  both  sides. 
But  in  the  beginning  of  May,  Mackay  having  gone 
north  in  pursuit  of  Dundee,  the  siege  was  left  i^ 
charge  of  the  Earl  of  Leven  and  the  Ctmi^romAnSp 
who,  with  immense  labour,  drew  a  deep  trench  round 
the  whole  west  side  of  the  rock,  extending  from  th^^ 
West-Port,  to  St.  Cuthbert's  Kirk. 

In  a  few  weeks,  Sir  John  Lanier,  havmg  arrived 
from  England,  undertook  to  reduce  the  fortresb,  an^ 
converted  the  siege  into  a  r^ular  blockade.  An  «l>- 
tempt  was  likewise  made  to  assault  it  on  the  side 
next  to  the  town,  by  raising  a  breast-work  of  wool- 
sacks on  the  Castle-hill,  near  the  place  called  the 
Blue-stone.  The  city  of  Edinburgh  was  required  to 
furnish  whatever  number  of  packs  might  be  neoessary 
for  the  service,  to  be  re-imbursed  for  any  damage  the 
wool  might  sustain.     This  project,   however,   was 


•  Mackay,  Mem,  MSS. 
f  Multer^s,  or  Multrie*s,  or  Multrassie*s  hill,  is  the  rising  ground 
west  side  of  James*  Square,  immediately  behind  the  Register  Office. 
Jt  was  at  this  time  sprinkled  over  with  cottages,  forming  a  sort  of 
country  village,  where  the  citizens  used  to  regale  themselves  with 
Curds  and  Cream.  Description  of  Old  Houses  in  Edinburgh,  Castle 
Collups  lay  on  the  south  aide  ot  the  town.     Grose* $  Antiq*  vol.  i. 
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fbond  impracticable,  and  abandoned.  Operations  were 
conducted  with  so  much  vigour,  that  in  a  short  time 
the  waUs  were  battered  down  in  several  places,  and 
the  fortifications  rendered  almost  ruinous.  The  Duke 
found  himself  compelled  to  beat  a  parley,  and  on  the 
SOih  of  May  he  wrote  to  Lord  Ross  desiring  a  confe- 
rence. His  Lordship  not  thinking  it  safe  to  venture 
within  the  gates,  proposed  to  meet  his  Grace  on  the 
Gastle-hill,  which  the  Duke  refused.  It  appeared 
however  that  this  was  a  mere  contrivance  to  gain 
time,  and  that  he  only  wanted  a  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  arms,  in  order  to  repair  the  bartisans  and 
cover  the  roofis  of  the  houses  with  earth;  for  the 
bombs  had  destroyed  most  of  the  stores  and  maga- 
mies,  and  penetrated  to  the  very  cellars.  He  pre- 
tended also  that  the  public  registers  were  sustaining 
injury,  and  desired  they  might  be  removed,  with  a 
dengn,  it  was  supposed,  either  of  despatching  or  re- 
cdving^priTate  intelligence. 

Hostilities  were  immediately  renewed  with  in- 
creased activity.  Tlie  besiegers  kept  up  an  incessant 
fire,  throwing  in  shells  night  and  day,  with  a  design 
to  keep  the  garrison  in  perpetual  alarm,  and  weary 
them  out  through  the  want  of  sleep  and  necessary  re- 
pose. They  had  sunk  mines,  and  advanced  their 
trenches  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  walls.  They  en- 
deavoured to  cut  off  their  supply  of  water  ^y  drain- 
ing the  North  Loch,  thinking  it  would  dry  up  the 
well  in  the  castie.  But  notwithstanding  all  their  vi- 
^lanoe,  the  garrison  contrived  to  get  stores,  ^and  in- 
tdligence  secretly  ccmveyed  to  them  by  means  of 
spies  and  partisans  which  they  had  in  the'  town. 
Women  were  nightiy  employed  either  in  funuthing 
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information,  or  in  procuring  fresh  provisions.  A  re- 
gular  correspondence  with  the  rebels  in  the  North 
was  held,  through  the  medium  of  a  rude  and  rather 
singular  tel^;raph.  This  mode  of  communication 
was  the  contrivance  of  a  woman,  a  grand-daughter  of 
the  Bishop  of  Galloway.  She  inhabited  the  upper 
flat  of  one  of  the  highest  houses  in  the  street  that 
runs  from  the  Lawn-market  to  the  Castle-hill.  What- 
ever intelligence  she  wished  to  communicate,  she  was 
in  the  habit  of  writing,  in  large  capital  letters,  on  a 
tablet  or  board,  which  she  exposed  at  her  window,  so 
that  the  Duke,  with  the  aid  of  a  telescope,  could  easily 
read  it  from  the  castle  walls.  The  signal  of  good 
news  was  a  white  cloth  which  she  hung  out  at  the 
same  place,  and  a  black  one  when  she  heard  any 
thing  unfavourable.  * 

The  secret  mystery  of  these  intrigues  was  at  length 


*•  A  regular  system  of  espionage  was  carried  on,  under  the  pretext 
of  supplying  the  garrison  with  medicines,  midwiyes,  and  other  indis- 
pensibles.  Grose* s  AnHq.  vol.  i.  Severed  ladies  of  quality  were  also 
concerned;  among  these  the  Countess  Dowager  of  Errol  was  one.  She 
was  apprehended  and  committed  to  custody,  owing  to  the  discovering 
of  one  of  her  messengers.  This  emissary  had  been  in  the  habit  <tf 
conveying  intelligence  while  travelling  the  country  in  the  humble  cha- 
racter of  a  mendicant.  Going,  upon  one  occasion,  in  the  tattered 
guise  of  a  beggar  with  a  bag  of  meal  upon  his  shoulders,  to  the  house 
of  Viscount  Stormont,  near  the  castle,  he  happened  to  excite  the  sus- 
picion of  some  of  the  guard.  After  he  had  psssed  several  of  the  cen- 
tinels,  he  was  at  last  challenged  and  Stopt  by  one  of  them,  who,  putting 
his  hand  into  the  bag  among  the  meal,  found  several  letters,  and  the 
sum  of  fifteen  pounds  sterling  in  gold.  These  letters  discovered  the 
fair  conspirator  and  her  correspondents,  with  her  orders  for  distri- 
buting the  gold  among  Dundee's  officers.  The  lady  and  the  gold 
were  sent  up  to  the  Council,  who  ordered  the  Countess  to  be  com- 
mitted to  prison,  and  the  money  to  be  employed  for  the  service  of 
King  William.— iftjf.  o^  Bevol.  in  Scotland.     The  tel^aphic  lady 
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discovered,  and  the  true  state  of  the  garrison  made 
known  by  means  of  some  deserters  who  had  been  ap- 
prehended while  making  their  escape.  It  appeared 
that  their  ammunition  and  provisions  were  nearly  ex- 
pended, being  scarcely  sufficient  for  three  weeks  con- 
sumption, and  that  they  would  have  wanted  water 
had  they  not  been  providentially  relieved  by  a  late 
^ttraordinary  fall  of  snow.  The  bombs  had  destroyed 
the  greater  part  of  the  bread,  wine,  and  beer  in  the 
eellars,  and  forced  the  Duke,  with  the  principal 
officers,  to  retire  and  lodge  within  the  strongest 
vaults.  Threatened  with  ruin  and  starvation,  and 
despairing  of  relief,  the  Duke  found  himself  obliged 
to  capitulate.  For  this  purpose  he  hung  out  a  white 
^Bg  as  the  signal  of  surrender ;  upon  which.  Commis- 
sioners were  immediately  sent  up  to  treat  with  him. 
While  they  were  debating  together  upon  the  terms  of 
capitulation,  which,  on  the  part  of  the  Duke,  were 
deemed  rather  high  and  unreasonable,  a  certain  per- , 
son  ran  suddenly  into  the  castle  and  delivered  several 
letters  to  the  Duke,  either  from  Dundee,  it  was  al- 
leged, or  the  late  King  James,  then  in  Ireland.  The 
Commissioners,  considering  it  imfair  that  any  man, 
upon  such  an  embassy,  should  have  access  to  the 
castle  during  t)ie  truce,  without  their  consent,  insisted 
that  the  messenger  should  be  delivered  up  to  their 


was  a  Mrs  Anne  Smith.  Her  grandfather  was  a  Dr.  Atkins.  The 
spies  were  usually  secreted  in  her  house,  until  they  could  be  privately 
cooTcyed  into  the  castle,  which  was  done  by  a  newly  discovered  pas*. 
sage  across  the  North  Loch ;  the  ordinary  entrance  being  filled  up 
with  earth,  and  closely  blockaded  from  without.  When  they  had  got 
safe  into  the  garrison,  a  signal  was  giyen  to  Mrs.  Smith  by  firing  a 
musket  off  the  half-moon.— -rt</e.  Account  of  the  Siege,  Grose,  vol.  i. 
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hands.  This  the  Duke  refused  to  do,  and  fhe  treaty 
was  in  eonsequence  broken  off.  The  garrison  imme- 
diately began  to  discharge  both  their  great  and  small 
shot,  and  continued  all  night  to  fire  upon  the  city,  and 
wherever  they  imagined  they  could  do  most  mischief. 
^Many  houses  were  much  damaged,  several  persons 
were  killed,  and  others  wounded.  Next  day,  how- 
ever, the  ISth  of  June,  the  Duke  agreed  to  surrender, 
and  obtained  honourable  terms  for  the  garrison,  who 
marched  to  the  castle-hill,  where  they  laid  down  their 
arms,  and  delivered  up  the  keys;  thousands  of  people 
having  collected  to  witness  that  gratifying  spectacle, 
and  testify  their  joy  by  loud  acclamations,  who  never 
could  regard  themselves  as  secure  while  that  im- 
portant fortress  remained  in  Hie  hands  of  their 
enemies.* 


*  Vide  Proceedings  of  Scottish  ParL  Mem.  of  Tiscount  Dundee, 
Hist,  of  late  Revol.  in  Scotland. 
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8ATXLE  OF  DUNKELD. 


11 1  ■   >i  ii  ■  ■« 


Colpnel  Canon  succeed^  Dundee-^Cameronian  Regiment  petition  for 
redres^^They  arc  posted  at  Dunkeld— Attacked  by  the  wfaoH  Higfa- 
Uudarmy— Narrative  of  the  Action— Letter  of  Lietttenank  BladUtfier. 

AjTCEH  the  d^th  of  Via^Qunt  Dundee^  the  comnumd 
of  tbe  rebel  ^rmy  deyolved  oa  Colonel  Canon,  an 
Irish  officer^L  hut  destitute  of  the  resolution  and  mili- 
tary talents  of  Im  predecessoar*  Their  numerical  loss, 
which  had  been  but  9mall»  wa^  speedily  repaired  by 
new  afieesskoi^.  On  the  hv»m  of  Mar,  he  was  joined 
hy  the  MK^r^ors,  the  Frazei^s^  tibe  MTarlanes,  and 
the  OordeoA  of  Stvathdoa  and  Glenlevit.  But  ne- 
f^iimg  to  improve  Us  advantages,  and  fidling  in  his 
finA  enterprises,  he  lost  the  confidenee  of  his  troops. 
He  Qfifm^  1^  advice  of  the  Clans^  who  were  reso- 
hite  to  engage  thiQ  w^my  immediatdiy,  and  follow  up 
thoRr  fiViQ^eas  aA  KiflUaratdd^,  by  a  more  complete 
victory. 

For  thUjt  the  accidental  panic  into  which  the  govem- 

D 
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ment  was  thrown,  certainly  offered  a  fair  opportunity^ 
On  the  first  rumour  of  the  battle  that  reached  Edin^ 
burgh,  the  consternation  was  extreme.  It  was  re^ 
ported  by  those  that  fled,  that  Mackay  was  defeated, 
and  all  his  army  cut  to  pieces.  But  the  terror  of  the 
fugitives  had  multiplied  their  own  losses,  and  spread 
a  needless  alarm ;  for  in  a  few  days,  a  disclosure  of 
the  real  state  of  matters  quited  all  apprehensions. 
Canon  declined  an  engagement,  and  instantly  marched 
northward  to  AberdeenHshire ;  coasting  along  the  skirts 
of  the  hills,  followed  by  Mackay,  and  afraid  to  de- 
scend to  the  open  plain,  knowing  that  Ids  safety  con-' 
osted  in  keeping  a  position  where  cavalry  could  be  of 
no  avail.  In  this  way  the  two  generals  continued^ 
for  nearly  a  month,  traversing  the  whole  range  of  the 
Grampian  mountains,  each  unwilling  to  quit  his 
ground,  or  resign  his  advantages  to  the  other.  Every 
day  the  armies  were  in  sight  of  each  other,  and  ex- 
changing bravadoes,  but  without  venturing  to  fight.  * 
About  the  middle  of  August,  Canon  having  got  intel- 
ligence that  the  Cameronian  Regiment  were  come  to 
Dimkeld,  he  resolved  to  attack  them,  without  delay, 
expecting  to  cut  them  off  to  a  man,  being  in  a  defence- 
less place,  and  remote  from  any  immediate  succour. 
This  re^ment,  as  the  reader  will  recollect,  shortly 
after  its  formation,  had  been  ordered  to  the  Highlands 
to  join  Mackay.  While  they  lay  at  Dunblane,  in  the 
beginning  of  July,  the  soldiers  emitted  a  petition  and 
declaration  to  be  presented  to  Parliament,  vindicating 
themselves  from  some  aspersions  of  their  enemies,  and 
craving,  that  the  church  might  be  piurged  of  Epigeo-' 
i , ._ 

*  Memoirs  of  Viscount  Dundee.     Balcarras'  Menuun. 
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paoy,  and  the  more  notorious  of  their  late  persecutors 
l^ally  impeached  and  puiiished.  In  making  this 
latter  request,  they  were  not  actuated  by  any  yindic- 
tive  desire  of  shedding  blood.  They  considered  them- 
selves as  called  upon  to  demand  justice  on  their  op 
pressors ;  and  that  without  being  guilty  of  any  crimi- 
nal intentions,  they  might  pray  the  vengeance  of  go- 
vernment to  overtake  those,  who,  though  not  arraigned 
before  any  human  tribunal,  were  condemned  to  the 
punishment  of  murderers  by  the  laws  of  Grod,  and 
the  justice  of  all  nations.  They  were  provoked  and 
scandalized  to  see  them,  not  only  indemnified,  but 
continued  in  authority,  and  crowded  into  the  ranks  of 
the  army ;  for  many,  they  alleged,  had  sought  a  sanc- 
tuary imder  the  royal  standard,  not  from  any  love  to 
the  cause,  but  to  screen  themselves  from  the  conse- 
quences of  their  past  crimes.  * 

These  sentiments  of  the  Cameronians  were  certainly 
just,  though  perhaps  mistimed,  considering  the  un- 
settled state  of  public  affairs,  and  the  growing  pro- 
gress of  the  insurrection  in  the  North.  The  extreme 
leniency  of  William  in  not  calling  to  some  account  the 
authors  of  the  cruelties  and  extortions  of  the  preced- 
ing reign,  is  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  revolu- 
tions, and  may  be  said  to  have  left  a  political  stain  on 
his  administration.  Perhaps  it  may  be  attributed 
more  to  the  unexpected  difficulti^  with  which  the  go- 
vernment had  at  first  to  contend,  than  to  any  extra- 
ordinary clemency,  or  culpable  indifference  in  the 
crown ;  but  assuredly  the  abettors  of  tyranny,  who, 
by  their  flagitious  counsels,  had  brought  church  and 

•  Faithfiil  Contendinga. 
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^tlttfl  to  the  brink  of  Tujin,  ought  to  have  felt  the  weight 
of  bis  r^sentmept.  It  would  hayebeen  no  trespass 
agfd^t  the  rules  of  equHy^  had  ^)ercy  been  meted  out 
to  th^ni  ^ocor4ing  to  their  owp  iiieasur^^  This  was 
a^fy  wh^t  ^  wrongs  of  the  nation,  and  th^  ipju]ced 
ht^Qpur  of  the  ^wa  demaapided* 

The  blood  of  RussiqI  ajud  of  Sidney  required  e^pl^ 
t|ail :  tke  pppr^asiouft  of  Lauderdale  caU^d  i^oud  for 
retribution :  the  atrooiti^  of  Dahcell  mi  Cl^verhonse 
4ema|[ide4  iuves%atipp  and  Todr^ss;  the  teairer  of 
pany  widows  and  orph^s, — ^the  blood  of  imir^yiii^ 
that  peii^l^  opu  fields  ^d  scaffold%^^the  luiserief^  of 
IJiQse  wbp  languish^  in  banishn^pnt  or  slf^very  V^ 
fojf^ga  p)aBtftt|omf,-T^QUld  have  prevaUed  with  th^ 
gove^lnent  to  Pftafe  sope  retali?,tpry  gaiorMlc?^  tp  t^ 
pubUo:  ju^^ce  of  tbe  couutry. 

From  Dunblane,  the  regiment  marched  to  iPertb^ 
i^d^]^ei:i^  i^  X)uphe^,  being  ordered  to  d^eQ4  ^at 
pfy^t,  i^lpiieh  ^^  cpiaside^ed  an  important,  b^Ug  at  ^ 
n^^th  of  tb^  Highla^4sr  The  propioety  of  tlua  meat 
(^»e  w^  49¥bte^  both  firoxu  the  in^u  J&ciency  pf  the 
p}f^  hV'  d^£e«^9e,  ^i  the  unlj^kelitvood  of  any  n^yap^ 
tagQ  that  ^ul4  ?efifult  ^^Ui^  it*  ^  They  ^rer^  pp^M 
t]p^re,"  s^ys  l^A^^y,  *>*  liieparate  Irom  fdl  spe^  re^ 
V^%  «ft4  «ap^^  to  b^  carried  by  assault,  without  th€^ 
\i^  pro«$peet^  of  a4ya^oment  to  tl\^  s^rrice,  but  9^ 
a^nred  ^sff^t^^^  c^  b^lng  fitt^ked ;  b^e^mae  tbe 
emv^Y  b^  U/pt  sucb  pr^juA^ee  at  «L^y  of  the  fptrces,  ^% 
%\  th^  regimeut,  ij^rbQW  ^^ppo^tion,  agajiasli  ^  ^«(^  i|f; 
W^e  uot  of  tbeir  owi?^  fb^tiiWUtP^  m^  ttwn  g«W* 
wHy  feat^.  w4.  ^^  iP  the  li^qrtbem  cojq^I^j; 
Whereby  it  nought  be  easily  judged,  that  the  men  of 
Athol,  now  fuUy  4^1^(|d.  i^  tjb^  rebellion^  would 


ndl  flul  to  ky  hold  ot  tbte  oo^asieU  td  eut  HxsHax  off, 
finding  iUm  m  disadTAntegeously  lodged ;  atid  there- 
tbtiA  sent  to  ^Ve  advertiseitaetit  of  the  oeca&ion  to  d^ 
teal  tiieifti^  to  Colonel  C&non,  \^ho^  haying  passed  the 
hillUS  thought  to  play  his  pereondge  alone,  in  the 
i^iinty  of  AngiUs.  Sir  John  Lan|^r  had  come  to 
Breehin,  but  kliew  nothitig  that  the  Angug  Raiment 
had  berai  00  didftdvantageously  posted,  nor  thut  CiEitiofi 
had  reedved  the  message  from  the  men  of  Athol  con^- 
6Mrmilg  it^  and  the  opportunity  offered  to  eut  it  off. 
Meimtitne,  if  if^rovideiice  had  not  blinded  Canon,  and 
disheartened  his  Highlanders  for  continuing  their  at- 
taek,  the  regiment  had  eertainly  been  beat,  hr  they 
had  two  full  days  time  to  carry  them ;  and  all  their 
defilnee  was  but  IbW  garden-walls,  in  most  places  not 
ibove  four  feet  high.  But  if  a  sparrow  fall  not  to  the 
grditnd  Wiih<mt  the  permission  of  our  heavenly  father, 

mnch  m^re  may  we  conclude^  that  the  lot  of  the 
ddldi^n  of  men  U  dver-ruled  by  his  Providence/'  * 

The  deiMniption  t>t  this  obstinate  rendonnter,  in 
which  an  army  of  5000  disciplined  Highlanderid  was 
n^tdsed  and  defeated  by  a  company  of  seven  or  eight 
hundred  raw  volunteers,  who  had  never  seen  a  pitehed 
bottl^  and  had  scarcely  been  three  months  in  the  ser- 
vice, will  be  best  given  in  their  own  language.  As 
the  document,  I  believe,  is  rare,  and  drawn  up  in  a 
sbnide  style,  but  with  a  picturesque  and  interesting 
minuteness,  no  apolt^  will  be  required  for  inserting 
it  at  full  length,  f 

_  t_  ••  * "  '-  ■    ■     ■    ■      "~  '•'-'  •    [   1 

*  Mackiiy*s  Memoirs,  MSS» 
f  The  oiigiiial  of  this  curious  account  Is  entitled,  <<  The  Eiact  Naf- 
ndTe  of  the  Convict  at  Dunkeld,  betwixt  the  Earl  of  Angus*  Regi- 
ment  and  the  Rebels,  collected  from  several  Officers  of  that  liegimeilt, 
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^^  Th^  said  regiment  being  then  betwixt  seven  and 
eight  hundred  men,  *  arrived  at  Dunkeld,  on  Satom*- 
days  night  the  17  of  August,  1689,  under  the  conmiand 
of  Lieutenant  Collonel  William  Cleland,  a  brave  and 
singularly  well  accomplished  gentleman,  within  28 
years  of  age«  Immediately  they  found  themselves  ob- 
liged to  ly  at  their  arms,  as  being  in  the  midst  of 
their  enemies.  Sunday,  at  nine  in  the  morning,  they 
began  some  Retrenchments  within  the  Marquess  of 
Athol's  yard-cTykes,  the  old  breaches  whereof  they 
made  up  with  loose  stones,  and  scaffolded  the  dykes 
about.  In  the  afternoon,  about  300  men  appear'd 
upon  the  hills,  on  the  north  side  of  the  town,  who 
sent  one  with  a  white  cloth  upon  the  top  of  a  halbert, 
with  an  open  unsubscribed  paper,  in  the  fashion  of  n 
letter,  directed  to  the  commanding  officer,  wherein 
was  written  as  follows.  We,  the  gentiemm  (issembkd, 
being  ir^formed  that  ye  intend  to  bum  the  tawUf  cfe- 
sire  to  know  whether  ye  come  for  peace  or  war^  cmd 
do  certifie  you,  that  if  ye  him  any  cm  house^  we  wiU 
destroy  you. 

^^  The  Lieutenant-Collonel  Cleland  returned  answer, 
in  writ,  to  this  purpose :  We  are  faithful  subjects  to 
King,  William  and  Queen  Mary,  and  enemies  to  (hdr 


who  were  Actors  in,  or  Eye-witnesses  to,  all  that's  here  narrated  in 
ference  to  these  Actions."  Vid^  Pamphlets  Adv,  Lib*  FF.  7'-*ll* 
A  re-print  of  it  appeared  some  years  ago  in  one  of  the  Edinburgh 
Magazines. 

*  A  paity  of  400  of  them  had  been  ordered  by  the  ConTentlon  to  be 
stationed  about  Lorn  and  Cantire,  to  guard  the  west  coast,  against  the 
inyasions  of  the  Irish,  who  were  expected  to  re-inforce  Lord  Dundee. 
They  sailed  from  Greenock  on  the  15th  of  May,  and  were  quartered 
Bome  time  in  Badenocb^  within  two  days  march  of  Inverlocby.  iVcN 
Qti^mi^t  of  Convention^ 
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enemies ;  cand  ifyou^  who  send  these  threats^  shall  nuihe 
<my  hostile  appear cmee^  we  tmU  burn  all  that  belongs  to 
yoUj  and  otherwise  chastise  you  as  you  deserve.  But  in 
the  mean  time,  he  caused  solemnly  proclaim,  in  the 
mercat-place,  his  majesties  indemnity,  in  the  hearing 
of  him  who  brought  the  foresaid  paper. 

'^  Munday  morning,  two  troops  of  horse,  and  three 
of  dragoons  arrived  at  Dunkeld,  under  command  of 
the  Lord  Cardross,  who  viewed  the  fields  all  round, 
and  took  six  prisoners,  but  saw  no  body  of  men,  they 
bmig  retired  to  the  woods. 

^^  Munday  night  they  had  intelligence  of  a  great 
gathering  by  the  fiery  cross ;  and,  Tuesday  morning,- 
many  people  appeared  on  the  tops  of  the  hills,  and 
they  were  said  to  be  in  the  woods  and  hills  about 
Dnnkeld,  more  than  1000  men.  About  eight  of  the 
clock,  the  horse,  foot,  and  dragoons  made  ready  to 
march  out,  but  a  detach'd  party  was  sent  before  of 
foorty  fusiliers,  and  fifteen  halbertiers,  under  command 
of  Captain  Greorge  Munro,  and  thirty  horse  with  Sir 
James  Agnew,  and  twenty  dragoons  with  the  Lord 
Cardross  his  own  comet ;  after  them,  followed  ensign 
Lockhart,  with  thirty  halbertiers.  The  halberts  were 
excellent  weapons  against  the  Highlanders'  swords  and 
targets,  in  case  they  shouldrush  upon  the  shot,  with  their 
accustomed  fury.  They  marched  also  at  a  competent 
distance  before  the  body.  One  hundred  fusiliers  were 
under  the  commandof  Captain  John  Campbel,  and  Cap- 
tain Robert  Hume,  two  brave  young  gentlemen ;  and 
upon  the  first  fire  with  the  enemy,  Captain  Borth- 
wick  and  Captain  Haries,  with  200  musquetiers,  and 
pikes,  were  likewise  commanded  to  advance  towards 
them ;   the  Lieutenant-Collonel  having  proposed,  by 
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that  imelhodi  to  get  advantage  of  die  enemy  ia  iimr 
way  ctf  loose  and  furious  fighting.  The  body  followed, 
baring  1^  only  150  foot  within  the  dykes. 

^^  The  first  detached  party,  after  they  had  marched 
about  two. miles,  found  bef<»e  them,  in  aglen,  betwixt 
two  and  three  hundred  of  the  rebek,  who  fired  at  a 
great  distance,  and  shot  Cornet  Livingston  in  the  leg. 
The  horse  retired,  and  Captain  Monro  took  up  their 
ground,  and  advanced,  fireing  up<m  the  rebels  to  so 
good  purpose,  that  they  began  to  reel  and  Itteak,  but 
rallied  on  the  face  of  the  next  hill,  from  whence  they 
were  again  beat.  About  that  time,  the  Lieutenant 
Collonel  came  up,  and  ordered  Captain  Monro  to  send 
a  Serjeant,  with  six  men,  to  a  house  on  the  side  of  a 
wood,  where  he  espyed  some  of  the  enemies.  Upon 
the  seijeant's  approach  to  the  place,  about  twetily  of 
the  rebels  i^peared  against  him,  but  he  was  quickly 
seconded  by  the  Captain,  who  beat  them  over  the  hiU, 
and  cleared  the  ground  of  as  many  as  opfGBXei  without 
the  woods ;  and  upon  a  command  sent  to  him^  brought 
off  his  men  in  order.  Thereafter,  all  the  h<Mrse,  foot, 
and  dragoons  retired  to  the  town ;  and  that  night,  the 
horse  and  dragoons  marched  to  Perth ;  the  Lord  Car- 
dross,  who  commanded  them,  having  received  two 
peremptory  orders  for  that  effect.  The  second  was  sent 
to  him,  upon  his  answer  to  the  first,  by  which  answer, 
he  told  they  were  engaged  with  the  enemy,  and  it  was 
necessary  he  should  stay. 

^^  In  that  action,  three  of  Captain  Monro's  party  were 
wounded,  one  of  which  died  of  his  wounds.  William 
Sandilands,  a  cadee,  nephew  to  the  Lord  Torphichen, 
and  a  very  young  youth,  being  of  that  party,  dis- 
charged his  ftisie  upon  the  enemy  eleven  times.    Tb^ 
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ptimmem  taken  the  next  day  told,  that  the  rebels  lost 
alkmt  thirty  men  in  that  action. 

^^  After  the  horse  and  dragoons  were  marched^  some 
of  the  officers  and  souldiers  of  the  Earl  of  Angus^s  fte- 
^m^rtit)  proposed  that  they  might  also  march,  seeing 
tihey  were  in  an  open  useless  place,  ill  provided  of  all 
ihings,  and  in  the  midst  of  enemies,  growing  still  to 
greater  numbers;  the  vanguard  of  Canon's  army 
having  appeared  before  they  came  off  the  fields  The 
brave  Lieutenant  CoUonel,  and  the  rest  of  the  gentle* 
men  officers  amongst  them,  used  all  arguments  of  h<H 
lionr  to  perswade  them  to  keep  their  post ;  and  for 
their  encouragement,  and  to  assure  them  they  would 
never  leave  them,  they  ordered  to  draw  out  all  their 
horses  to  be  shot  dead.  The  souldiers  then  told  them 
they  needed  not  that  pledge  for  their  honour,  which 
ihffy  never  doubted ;  and  seeing  they  found  their  stay 
necessar,  they  would  run  all  hazards  with  them. 

**  Wednesday  vrith  the  mornings  light,  the  rebels  ap- 
peared, standing  in  order,  covering  all  the  hills  about^ 
(for  Canon's  army  joined  the  Athole  men  the  night 
before,  and  they  were  repute  in  all,  above  dOOO 
men.)  Their  ba^age  marched  alongst  the  hills,  to* 
wards  the  west,  and  the  way  that  leads  into  Athole, 
consisting  of  a  train  of  many  more  than  1000  horses. 
Before  seven  in  the  morning,  their  cannon  advanced 
down  to  the  face  of  a  little  hill,  close  upon  the  town, 
and  100  men,  all  armed  with  back,  breast,  and  head 
piece,  marched  straight  to  enter  the  town,  and  a  bat« 
taliott  of  other  foot  close  with  them.  Two  troops  of 
home  marched  about  the  town,  and  posted  on  the 
south-west  part  of  it ;  betwixt  the  foord  of  the  river  aj^ 
the  church,  and  other  two  troops  posted  in  the  north- 
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east  of  the  town,  near  the  cross,  who,  in  the  time  of 
the  conflict,  shewed  much  eagerness  to  encourage  and 
push  on  the  foot« 

.  ^^  The  Lieutenant  Collonel  had  before  possessed 
some  out-posts,  with  small  parties,  to  whom  he  poiuted 
out  every  step  for  their  retreat.  Captain  William 
Hay  and  ensign  Lockhart,  were  posted  on  a  little 
hill,  and  the  Ensign  was  ordered  with  twenty-eight 
men,  to  advance  to  a  stone  dyke  at  the  foot  of  it. 
They  were  attacked  by  the  rebels  who  were  in  ar- 
mour, and  the  foresaid  other  battalion.  And  after  they 
had  entertained  them  briskly  with  their  fire  for  a 
pretty  space,  the  rebels  forced  the  dyke,  and  oblig'd 
them  to  retire,  firing  from  one  little  dyke  to  another, 
and  at  length  to  betake  themselves  to  the  house  and 
yard-dykes ;  in  which  retreat.  Captain  Hay  had  his 
leg  broken,  and  the  whole  party  came  off  without  any 
more  hurt, 

^^  A  Lieutenant  was  posted  at  the  east  end  of  the 
town  with  men,  who  had  three  advanced  sentinels, 
ordered,  upon  the  rebels  close  approach,  to  fire  and 
retire,  which  accordingly  they  did;  and  the  Lieu- 
tenant, after  burning  of  some  houses,  brought  in  his 
party. 

<'  Lieutenent  Stuart  was  plac'd  in  a  baricado  at 
the  cross,  with  twenty  men,  who,  seeing  the  other 
Lieutenant  retire,  brought  his  men  from  that  ground, 
and  was  Idlled  in  the  retreat,  there  being  a  multitude 
of  the  rebels  upon  them. 

^^  Lieutenant  Forrester,  and  Ensign  Campbdl  were 
at  the  west  end  of  the  town,  within  some  little  dykes^ 
with  twenty-four  men,  who  fired  sharply  upon  the 
enemies  horse,  until  great  numbers  of  foot  attacked 
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tli^  dykes,  and  forc'd  them  to  tlie  church,  where 
were  two  Lieutenants,  and  about  100  men. 

^^  All  the  out-posts  being  forc'd,  the  rebels  advanced 
most  boldly  upon  the  yard-dykes  all  round,  even  upon 
those  parts  which  stood  within  less  than  fourty  paces 
from  the  river,  where  they  crowded  in  multitudes, 
without  regard  to  the  shot  liberally  pour'd  in  their 
faces,  and  struck  with  their  swords  at  the  souldiers 
on  the  dyk,  who,  with  their  pikes  and  halberts, 
returned  their  blows  with  interest.  Others,  in  great 
numbers,  possest  the  town  houses,  out  of  which, 
they  fired  within  the  dyks,  as  they  did  from  the 
hills  about :  And  by  two  shots  at  once,  one  through 
the  head,  and  another  through  the  liv<Br,  the  brave 
Lieutenent  Collonel  was  killed,  while  he  was  visiting 
and  exhorting  the  officers  and  souldiers  at  their  several 
posts.  He  attempted  to  get  into  the  house,  that  the 
souldiers  might  not  be  discouraged  at  the  sight  of  his 
dead  body,  but  fell  by  the  way.  *     And  immediately 


*  Of  Colonel  Cleland's  history,  it  is  to  be  regretted,  that  so  little  is 
known ;  although  he  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  most  gallant  and 
accomplished  leaders  that  the  Covenanters  had.  Most  of  their  cham^ 
pions  have  found  a  niche  in  the  biography  of  the  times.  The  industry 
of  Howie  and  others,  has  preserved  the  names  and  exploits  of  many  of 
their  party  from  oblivion.  Ci eland,  however,  has  passed  unnoticed, 
and  might  have  remained  unknown,  had  he  not,  by  his  poetical  talents, 
raised  a  monument  to  himself.  This  neglect,  most  probably,  is  to  be 
ascribed  to  the  defection  he  was  alleged  to  be  guilty  of,  in  adhering  to 
the  government,  after  the  Revolution,  when  he  was  regarded  as  an 
apostate  from  the  Society's  principles,  no  longer  a  pillar  of  the  Cove- 
nant,  but  a  supporter  of  Antichrist.  He  was  a  gentleman  of  a  good 
fimily  in  the  west  country,  though  we  have  no  notice  of  his  parentage 
or  connexions.  From  certain  allusions  in  his  poems,  it  has  been  con- 
jectured, but  without  proper  foundation,  that  he  was  bom  about  Dum*- 
IHes.     His  rank,  aided  by  his  great  bravery  and  military  capacity) 
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thereafter.  Major  Henderson  received  several  wounds, 
which  altogether  disabled  him,  and  whereof  he  died 
four  days  after.     Captain  Caldwal  was  shot  in  the 


guned  him  confeiderable  influence  among  the  suffering  Presbyterians. 
He  was  chosen  one  of  their  officers,  inmiediately  on  his  leaTing  the 
Unirersity,  and  before  he  reached  his  eighteenth  year.     He  first  dis- 
tinguished himself  at  Drumclog  or  Louden^Hill*— the  only  rencounter 
in  which  the  Covenanters  were  successful,  where  Claverhouse  was  re- 
pulsed^  and  nearly  taken  prisoner.     Hamilton  was  commander  of  the 
party,  but  the  victory  was,  by  many,  ascribed  to  a  stratagem  of  Cle- 
land*s,  who  when  the  enemy  presented  their  pieces,  made  his  men  fall 
flat  on  the  ground,  so  that  they  quite  escaped  their  fire.     At  Bothwell- 
bridge,  he  held  the  rank  of  a  Captain.     After  that  defeat  he  fled,  and 
continued  some  time  in  Holland.     In  168d,  he  was  again  in  Scotland, 
<*  being  under  hiding  among  the  wilds  of  Lanark  and  Ayr-shire." 
The  failure  of  Argyle's  expedition,  obliged  him  to  escape  a  second 
time  to  the  Continent ;  and  in  1688,  as  was  already  noticed,  he  was 
one  of  the  commissioned  agents,  sent  by  the  Scottish  emigrants  to  pre* 
pare  his  countrymen  for  their  long  expected  deliverance.     From  that 
time,  until  the  raising  of  the  Cameronian  Regiment,  he  resided  much 
with  the  Marquis  of  Douglas,  at  his  Castle,  his  son,  the  Lord  Angus, 
having  a  great  attachment  to  him.     The  Colonel  was  father  to  William 
Cleland,  Esq.  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Customs  in  Scotland,, 
author  of  the  Prefatory  Letter  to  Fope*s  Dunciad,  and  said  to  have 
been  the  original  of  the  celebrated  Will  Honeycomb  in  the  Spectator. 
As  a  poet,  Cleland,  considering  the  state  of  society,  and  the  disadvan- 
tages under  which  he  wrote^  will  rank  very  hi^.     His  effusions  are 
honourable  to  the  Scottish  Muse,  and  superior  to  any  thing  produced 
in  that  age,  in  his  own  country.     His  vein  seems  to  have  been  chiefly 
humorous  and  satirical,  though  he  was  capable  of  rising  to  the  more 
tlevttted  and  dignified  heights  of  poesy.     His  principal  pieces  are^  *  A 
Mock  Poem  on  the  Expedition  of  the  Highland  Host,  in  1678.* 
*  Effigies  Clericorum.*     '  Halloo  my  Fancy,  with  Ballads  and  smaller 
Poems.*     Of  the  rhapsody  entitled  Halloo  my  Fancy,  which  has  been 
admitted  by  a  competent  judge  of  poetry,  though  a  reviler  of  Cleland's 
party  and  principles,  {3iinstre^i/  of  Scot,  Border,  voL  i.)  to  display  con* 
siderable  imagination,  only  the  latter  half  is  his.     It  was  written  when 
he  was  a  student,  and  very  young.     The  part  hfi  wrote,  begins  at  the 
stanza,  ^*  In  conceit,  like  Phaeton,  1*11  mount  Phoebus*  chair,'*  &c. 
His  genius,  however,  con»dering  his  untoward  and  prwnitiire  &te» 
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breast)  and  is  not  like  to  recover.  Captain  Borth- 
wick  was  shot  through  the  arm,  going  with  succours 
to  the  church ;  and  Ciq[>tain  Steil  got  a  wound  in  the 
shoulder)  which  he  caused  pance,  and  returned  again 
to  his  post. 

^^  The  Lieutenent  Collonel  being  dead,  and  the  Mfr* 
jor  disabled  about  an  hour  after  the  action  began, 
(which  was  before  seven  in  the  morning)  the  command 
fell  to  Captain  Monro,  who  left  his  own  post  to  Lieu- 
tenent Stuart  of  Livingstoune :  And  finding  the  soldiers 
galled  in  several  places  by  the  enemies  shot,  from  the 
houses,  he  sent  oat  small  parties  of  pikemen,  with 
burning  faggots  upon  the  points  of  their  pikes,  who 
fired  the  houses ;  and  where  they  found  keys  in  the 
doors,  loek't  them,  and  burnt  all  within ;  which  raised 
a  hideous  noise  from  these  wretches  in  the  fire. 
There  was  sixteen  of  them  burnt  in  one  hous^  and 
the  whole  houses  were  burnt  down,  except  three, 
wherein  some  of  the  regiment  were  advantageously 
posted.  But  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  who 
were  not  with  the  enemy,  or  fled  to  the  fields,  were 

must  be  estimated  rather  from  what  it  promised,  than  what  it  performecL 
And  if  his  talents  have  numbered  him  one  of  the  Scottish  Poets,  his 
braTcry  will  entitle  him  to  ranl^  among  the  Scottish  Heroes.  His 
career  was  short,  but  it  closed  with  honour.  His  conduct,  during  the 
action  narrated  above,  was  marked  by  all  the  coolness,  skill,  and  in- 
trepiditj  of  a  veteran ;  and  his  effort  to  retire  when  he  had  received  the 
fiital  wound,  lest  the  sight  of  his  dead  body  might  discourage  his  sol- 
diers, throws  an  air  of  chivalry  over  his  death,  and  discovers  a  species 
qf  heroism  tmly  noble  and  sublime.  This  note  has  swelled  to  too 
great  a  length,  and  I  quit  the  subject  with  this  regret,  that  our  Umita 
admit  not  of  paying  a  more  worthy  tribute  to  his  memory ;  and  that 
this  brief  notice  will  avail  so  little  to  draw  from  unmerited  obscurity 
the  name  of  one  who  was  at  once  a  polite  Gentleman,  an  able  Poet,  a 
dsTOtad  Putoot, »  bnvre  Soldier,  and  a  inous  Christitn. 
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reoeived  by  the  souldiers  into  the  church,  and  sheltered 
there. 

^^  Notwithstanding  all  the  gallant  resistance  which 
these  furious  rebels  met  with,  they  continued  their 
assaults  uncessantly,  until  past  eleven  of  the  clock. 
In  all  which  time,  there  was  continual  thundering  of 
shot  from  both  sides,  with  flames  and  smoake,  and 
hideous  cryes  filling  the  air :  And,  which  was  very  re- 
markable, though  the  houses  were  burnt  all  round, 
yet  the  smoake  of  them,  and  all  the  shot  from  both 
sides,  was  carryed  every  where  outward  from  the  dyks 
upon  the  assailants,  as  if  a  wind  had  blown  every  way 
from  the  center  within. 

"  At  length  the  rebels,  wearied  with  so  many  fruit- 
less and  expensive  assaults,  and  finding  no  abatement 
of  the  courage  or  dilligence  of  their  adversaries,  who 
lareated  them  with  continual  shot  from  all  their  posts, 
they  gave  over,  and  fell  back,  and  run  to  the  hills  in 
great  confrision.  Whereupon,  they  within  beat  their 
drums,  and  flourished  their  colours,  and  hollowed 
after  them  with  all  expressions  of  contempt  and  pro- 
vocations to  return.  Their  commanders  assay'd  to 
bring  them  back  to  a  fresh  assault,  as  some  prisoners 
related,  but  could  not  prevail;  for  they  answered  them, 
they  could  fight  against  men,  but  it  was  not  fit  to 
fight  any  more  against  devils. 

"  The  rebels  being  quite  gone,  they  vrithin  hegan 
tp  consider,  where  their  gi*eatest  danger  appeared  in 
time  of  the  conflict ;  and  for  rendering  these  places 
more  secure,  they  brought  out  the  seats  of  the  chureh, 
virith  which  they  made  pretty  good  defences ;  espe- 
c^y  they  fortified  these  places  of  the  dyk  which 
were  made  up  with  loose  stones,  a  poor  defence  agiunst 
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such  desperate  assailants.  They  also  cut  down  some 
trees  on  a  little  hill,  where  the  enemy  gall'd  them 
under  covert.  Their  powder  was  almost  spent,  and 
their  bullets  had  been  spent  long  before,  which  they 
supplyed  by  the  diligence  of  a  good  number  of  men 
whe  were  imployed,  all  the  time  of  the  action,  in  cut- 
tiii^  lead  off  the  house,  and  melting  the  same  in  little 
farrows  in  the  ground,  and  cutting  the  pieces  into 
sluggs  to  serve  for  bullets.  They  agreed  that  in  case 
llie  enemy  got  over  their  dyks,  they  should  retire  to 
the  house,  and  if  they  should  find  themselves  over- 
power'd  there,  to  bum  it,  and  bury  themselves  in  the 
ashes. 

^^  In  this  action  fifteen  men  were  killed,  besides  the 
officers  named,  and  thirty  wounded.  The  account  of 
the  enemies  loss  is  uncertain ;  but  they  are  said  to  be 
above  300  slain,  amongst  whom  were  some  persons 
of  note. 

^^  That  handful  of  unexperienced  men  was  wonder- 
fully animated  to  a  steadfast  resistance  against  a  mul- 
titude of  obstinat  furies.  But  they  give  the  glory  to 
God,  and  praised  him,  and  sung  psalms  after  they  had 
fitted  themselves  for  a  new  assault.  Amongst  many 
who  shewed  extraordinary  courage,  some  young  gentle- 
men, cadees,  deserve  a  special  testimony  and  remem- 
brance ;  as  William  Sandilands,  above  named ;  James 
Pringle  of  Hultrie ;  William  Stirling  of  Mallachen ; 
James  Johnstoim,  a  reformed  Lieutenant,  and  several 
others. 

^^  Diverse  officers  besides  those  above  specified,  viz. 
another  Captain  John  Campbell;  Captain  Haries; 
Lieutenant  Henry  Stuart ;  Lieutenant  Charles  Dal- 
jBtH ;  Lieutenant  Oliphant ;  Lieutenant  Thomas  Had- 
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do ;  Ensign  William  Hamilton,  and  most  of  all  the 
oth^  officers  behaved  very  worthily,  at  their  several 
posts,  throughout  the  whole  action,  and  deserve  well 
to  be  recorded,  as  men  of  worth  and  valour.  And  the 
whole  souldiers  did  every  thing  with  such  undaunted 
courage,  and  so  little  concern  in  all  the  dangers  and 
deaths  that  surrounded  them,  and  stared  them  in  theit 
faces,  that  they  deserve  to  be  recommended  as  ex- 
amples of  valour  to  this  and  after  ages,  and  to  have  some 
marks  of  honour  fixt  upon  them.  And  it  is  expected, 
his  majesty  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  take  notice 
both  of  officers  and  souldiers. 

*^  Upon  the  Saturday  immediately  after  those  ac- 
tions, &e  young  Laird  of  Bellachan,  came  into  Dun- 
keld,  to  treat  for  the  benefit  of  his  majesties  indem- 
nitie,  for  all  those  Athole.  And  he  declared,  that 
Lord  James  Murray  was  willing  to  accept  thereof. 

^^  But  Major  General  M^kay,  who  by  his  gallant  and 
wise  conduct,  prevented  the  conjunction  of  ill-«ffected 
people  with  the  rebels,  and  baffled  all  their  designa 
upon  the  low  countries,  is  now  in  the  Highlands  with 
a  brave  army.  And,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  will 
shortly  give  a  good  account  of  them  all,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  troubles  of  this  kingdom." 

This  engagement  gave  rise  to  a  great  deal  of  sur- 
mise and  discourse.  The  r^ment  was  everywhere 
commended  for  thrir  bravery  and  intrepid  cimdact. 
Their  unparalleled  courage  was  tibe  subject  of  nni^ 
versal  admiration.  It  so  intimidated  the  rebels^  that 
thi^  never  attempted  to  appear  in  any  great  body 
afterwards,  or  attempted  to  disturb  the  peace  of  thA 
ooontry.  It  lowered  their  esteem  of  Colonel  Canon ; 
for  after  the  first  repulse,  the  Highlanders  could  never 
be  induced  to  offer  a  second  attack. 
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Every  thing  certainly  operated  to  their  discourage-* 
mentj  orerwhelmed  as  they  were  Trith  mimbersji 
abaiidioned  to  the  fury  of  their  most  implacable  ene- 
mies, and  intercepted  A*om  all  possibility  of  retreat. 
Their  friends,  and  some  of  themselves,  were  of  opi-* 
jiion  they  had  been  betrayed,  and  sent  to  that  remote, 
defenceless  pass,  with  a  design  to  be  cut  off.  In  this, 
the  Doke  of  Hamilton  was  blamed,  and  Col.  Ramsey, 
who,  having  sent  three  troops  of  dragoons  from  Perth 
fbr  their  assistance,  had  ordered  them  back,  *^  jud^ng 
that  they  could  not  add  much  to  the  defence  of  that 
post.***  These  charges,  in  all  probability,  were  with- 
out ftny  just  foundation,  dud  most  likely  originated 
from  their  own  suspicions.  There  might  be  impru-^ 
denee  or  impolicy  in  leaving  so  small  abody  to  sustain 
l3ie  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  but  there  is  scarcely 
room  to  suspect  treachery. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  account  of  the  battle, 
I  shall  here  ^ve  an  original  Letter  of  Lieutenant  Blacks 
ader,  written  on  the  spot,  to  his  brother  in  Edinburgh, 
about  two  hours  after  the  engagement.  As  it  was 
printed  and  circulated  in  the  periodical  papers  of  the 
time,  it  is  most  probably  one  of  the  documents  from 
whicli  the  preceding  narrative  was  drawn  up.  I  may 
ventmre,  however,  even  at  the  hazard  of  making  some 
repetitions,  to  insert  it  at  full  length,  both  on  account 
of  the  neatness  and  modesty  of  expression,  and  as  fur^ 
nishing  an  early  illustration  of  that  piety  and  humi-> 
lity  which  marked  his  whole  conduct  in  future  life.f 


*  Macluy's  MSS.     Faithf\il  Conteudings. 
•f  I  had  in  my  possession  a  mutilated  copy  of  this  letter ;  but  a  com- 
plete trai|s<7ipt  of  it,  (I  believe  f^om  the  collection  of  newspapers  in  the 
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(The  exact  copy  qfa  Letter  tvritten  and  sent  by  lAeute^ 
nant  John  Blackader,  in  E.  of  Angus  his  Regiment^ 
dboult  two  hours  cfter  the  Ingagement.J 

DuNKELW  Wednesday^  Aug.  21,  1689. 

D.  B.— ^I  have  taken  this  first  opportunity  to  shew 
you  I  am  in  good  health,  because  I  believe  many  fedse 
reports  will,  by  this  time,  be  come  to  your  ears  anent 
our  Ingagement,  which  was  this  same  day ;  but  for 
your  certain  information,  the  manner  and  way  was 
thus;  On  Saturday  last  we  came  to  this  town  at 
night,  and  camped  within  some  walls  between  the 
church,  and  a  house  belonging  to  the  M.  of  AthoL 
On  Sabbath  morning,  the  country  people,  and  Athol- 
men  appeared  on  the  Hills  round  us  in  tens  and 
twenties ;  and  about  four  afternoon  a  party  of  60  or 
90  men  drew  up  on  a  hill  above  us,  and  within  a  Utile 
while,  sent  down  a  letter  to  our  Lieut  Coll.  full  of 
threatenings  and  boastings,  the  which  he  answered  as 
briskly,  and  after  carried  up  the  Indempnity,  and  pro- 
claimed it  in  the  Messenger's  hearing,  and  so  he  retiredf 

Mean  time  notice  had  been  given  to  St.  Johns- 
town, to  the  forces  there,  to  come  up  to  our  help^ 
fmd  accordingly  on  Monday  morning  came  Lord  Car- 
dross  with  four  troops  of  dragoons,  and  one  troop  of 
horse ;  upon  which,  the  Lieut.  Coll.  detached  out  the 
most  part  of  the  Regiment,  who,  with  the  Horse,  went 
to  meet  the  Enemy,  who  appeared  in  several  parties,  to 

British  Museum,)  has  been  procured  for  me,  through  the  kindness  of 
Thomas  Thomson,  and  David  Constable,  Esqrs.  Advocates,  gentlemen 
eminently  distinguished  for  their  profound  knowledge  and  patriotic 
interest  in  Scottish  Historical  Literature. 
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the  number  of  about  5  or  600  men  (ours  being  about 
the  same  number)  Some  small  parties  went  out  and 
.akmnished;  but  Cardross,  after  an  Hour  or  two's  stay, 
brought  in  his  men  to  the  town ;  our  Lieut.  ColL  did 
the  like.  An  hour  after,  Cardross  told  the  Lieut 
ColL  he  must  needs  go  back  to  St.  Johnstown,  being 
.  expressly  ordered  by  Coll.  Ramsay  so  to  do.  Our 
men  were  mightily  discouraged  to  hear  this;  butwhat<- 
ev^  could  be  sdd,  the  Horse  would  not  stay,  and  it 
was  much  for  us  to  keep  our  men  from  goii^  along 
with  them  whether  we  would  or  not,  but  the  Lieut, 
ColL  compelled  them  and  told  them.  That  tho'  every 
man  went  away,  he  resolved  to  stay  himself  alone ; 
fio  we  past  Tuesday  night  also  in  Arms, 

This  morning  about  six  of  the  Clock,  the  Enemy  ap. 
peared  on  the  Hills,  and  whereas  we  expected  oiily  the 
.iEnemy  we  had  seen  the  day  before,  we  saw  to  the  num^o 
ber  of  3  or  4000  Men  draw  up  above  us,  which  proved 
to  be  the  whole  force  of  Coll.  Canon,  the  which  one  of 
the  prisoners  we  took,  gave  out  to  be  4000  men,  besides 
the  addition  of  the  Countrey.  Our  Lieut,  Coll.  mak^ 
ing  a  virtue  of  necessity,  being  nothing  discouraged, 
posted  the  men  so  as  they  might  most  annoy  the 
enemy,  planting  them  behind  dykes  and  ditches,  which 
he  caused  to  be  cast  up,  and  in  the  Church  and 
Steeple,  and  in  Athol's  house.  When  he  had  done 
80,  the  enemy  approached  very  fast,  the  Highlanders 
came  running  on  like  desperate  villains,  firing  only 
once,  and  then  came  on  with  sword  and  target;  a 
troop  of  the  Enemies  horse,  brave  horse,  and  all 
gentlemen)  beset  one  side,  on  purpose,  we  think  to 
have  cut  us  off  when  we  fled,  which  they  nothing 
doubted  off.    A  Party  was  sent  out  imder  the  comi* 
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itlAild  f^  CitpU  Hay  (Park  Hajr'b  Son,)  to  k^p  th«m 
npy  wbioh  fifed  on  themy  ttlid  then  retired,  not  hAig 
Me  to  festrdin  their  great  number  and  fierceneen, 
jyresfib^  in  upon  vm  to  the  very  croee  in  the  middle 
of  die  town,  where  another  party  of  Our  men  fired  on 
them,  and  they  retired  in  order.  After  whieh,  the 
Htghlanders  eame  swarming  in  on  all  iides,  and  gave 
a  desperate  a^isault  in  four  ^aoee  all  at  onoO)  first 
firing  their  gous,  and  then  running  in  ofei  tt«  with 
sword  and  target*  But  it  pleased  Gbd,  that  they  were 
also  bravely  repulsed^  our  men  still  firing  on  them, 
where  they  oame  on  thickest.  In  this  hot  sendee  wh 
continued  above  three  hours^  the  Lord  wonderfiiUy 
assisting  our  men  with  courage,  insomuch  that  did 
soldiers,  ^t  w^e  with  us  said,  They  nevet  saw  men 
fight  better,  for  there  was  not  the  least  dgn  of  Iter  lo 
be  seen  in  any  of  them,  every  one  performing  his  part 
gallantly*  But  (which  is  never  enough  to  be  lamented) 
our  dear  imd  vaUant  Lieut.  ColL  at  the  beginning  of  tho 
a<stion  going  up  and  down  encouraging  Us  men^  waa 
shot  in  the  head  and  immediately  died  ^  oiur  MajM  also 
received  three  wotmds,  so  that  t  fear  he  will  not  live. 
Notwithstanding  all  tiiese  discouragements,  oinr  meoi 
tinted  not,  but  fought  sO)  that  the  finemy  at  last 
found  themselves  necessitated  to  flee  back  on  all 
hands)  leaving  a  number  of  their  dead  carkaiims 
behind  them,  and  a  great  many  of  them  getting  into 
houses,  to  fire  upon  us^  our  men  went  and  sett  fire  to 
the  houses,  and  burnt  and  slew  many  of  them.  One 
of  the  prison^s  we  have  taken,  told  us,  That  afte^ 
they  Were  gone  off,  theii*  officers  would  have  had  them 
come  back)  and  give  us  another  assault^  but  they 
would  not  hear  of  it)  for  they  said  we  were  mad  a^ 
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despfipate  men.  Upcm  thoiHr  retreating,  Q^r  men  fikve- 
i^  great  diont,  and  threw  their  caps  in  the  air»  ai^d 
then  qU  jcnned  in  offeriBg  up  pndeea  to  God  a  eoui^ 
fiiderahle  time  for  so  miraculous  a  Tictorjr.  I  muHt 
really  say,  The  Lord's  presence  waa  most  visihle^ 
strengthening  us,  so  that  none  of  the  glory  helongs  to 
us,  but  to  Hia  own  gre^t  name ;  for  we  ^le^rly  saw, 
It  was  not  by  might,  or  our  power,  nor  by  conduct, 
(our  best  officers  being  killed  at  first,  or  disabled)  so 
that  we  have  many  things  to  humble  us,  and  to  make 
lis  trust  and  eye  him  alone,  and  not  Instruments.  I 
pray  God  help  me,  not  to  forget  such  a  great  mercy 
I  have  met  with,  not  receiving  the  least  hurt,  notwith- 
standing several  felling  on  my  right  and  left  hand. 
This  is  a  true  and  impartial  account  of  the  whole 
affidr,  which  you  may  communicate  to  others  in  case 
of  misrepresentations.  The  Enemy  retired,  as  we 
hear,  to  the  Castle  of  Blair,  We  expected  still  they 
would  assault  us  again,  but  word  being  sent  to  St. 
Johnstown  at  12  o'Clock,  we  expect  speedy  help  from 
thence,  This  in  haste  from 

Your  affectionate  Brother, 

fSic  SubscribiturJ     J.  BLACKADER,* 

The  Cameronian  Regiment,  after  the  affidr  at  Duu- 
keld,  marched  northward  to  Aberdeen,  and  thence  to 
Montrose^  where  they  remained  most  of  the  time 
they  were  in  Scotland.  They  defeated  a  small  party 
of  tibe  rebels  near  Cardross.     The  terror  of  their  name 


*  Vide,  Continuation  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Parliament  in  ScoU 
land,  die.  No*  62.    31st  Aug.  to  Sd  Sept.  1689^ 
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served  to  keep  the  country  in  awe;  for  a  body  of 
Highlanders,  having  come  to  plunder  about  Montrose, 
so  soon  as  the  Cameronians  shewed  themselves,  fled 
with  precipitation,  without  daring  to  stand  or  offer 
the  least  resistance.  * 


Faithful  Contendings.     Proceedings  in  Scotland. 
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CHAPTER  Vt 


WAR  IN  FLANDER& 


Camcronian  Regiment  embark  for  Flandbts — They  are  disowned  by 
the  United  Societiefl — Causes  of  the  war—- Preparations  on  both  sides 
•—Siege  of  Namur— Battle  oi  Steinkirk— Battle  of  Nerwinden  or 
Landen — Retaking  of  Namur— Peace  of  Ryswick. 

The  reduction  of  the  HigUands,  and  the  abandon-i 
ment  of  Ireland  by  James,  left  William  at  leisure  to 
co-operate  with  his  allies,  in  prosecuting  the  war  on 
the  Continent.  All  the  troops  that  could,  be  spared 
from  the  necessary  defence  of  his  kingdomfii,  were  or* 
dered  to  cross  the  seas,  to  join  the  confederate  army, 
then  assembled  in  the  Netherlands.  Of  this  number 
was  Lord  Angus',  and  other  five  Scottish  Regiments^ 
viz.  the  Scots  Guards,  Mackay's,  Ramsey's,  Douglas', 
and  O'Farrell's,  now  the  2l8t  or  Royal  North  British 
Fusileers.  These  regiments  suffered  severely  in  the 
Tarions  sieges  and  actions  of  the  Flemish  campaigns. 
At  most  of  the  engagements  in  that  sanguinary  wair, 
Lieutenant  Blackader  was  present,  and  was  so  remark- 
ably fortunate,  as  to  escape  without  a  angle  woun^ 
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His  diary,  however,  which  does  not  commence  until 
1700,  contains  no  account  of  these  military  operations 
and  only  adverts  occasionally  to  some  of  his  own  me^ 
morable  escapes.  We  do  not,  therefore,  think  it  ne- 
cessary to  give  more  than  a  brief  outline  of  the  more 
prominent  actions  in  which  he  was  engaged.  His 
personal  services,  in  the  following  campaigns,  cannot 
indeed  be  distinguished  from  those  of  his  regiment ; 
but  to  have  omitted  them  entirely,  would  have  been 
to  leave  an  important  blank  in  his  history,  and  detract 
from  the  merits  of  kiA  weU-earaed  reputation. 

Meantime,  we  may  here  observe,  that  the  affection 
and  good  understanding  which  had  hitherto  subsisted 
between  the  gallant  Cameronians  and  their  parent 
BQct»  wm  now  to  be  interrupted  by  an  irrepamUe 
breadb.  The  United  Societies  had  kept  up  a  firiencBiy 
correspondence  wit}i  the  regiment,  ever  siAce  it  was 
raised,  and  claimed  a  sort  of  spiritual  charge  over  its 
re%iQm  mi  B^ra)  d^portm^nt^  Th»y  7€pQiitc41y 
8€^t  to  the  HjgUf^^ts  adiQonitoi'y  lett^r^  Qxjiortjyi^ 
th^  soldii^rg^  hoik  to  their  private  imd  pi^V^c  4«liQ%t^ 
to  refraii[L  firpn:^  dn:inkezM;i€|fs%  duelig,  i^we^riiqigi  ^sA 
guQh  Qtheie  vid^  as  soldiers  are  addict  to««^tOk  sh^ 
staif^  from  ^  si^fu]  ^nd  sypfuxdiaklouisi  g^mm  9i  cwdi» 
tffjji  4ice»  of  ^hich  some  of  t)iem  wer^  o^^^MoiHtlly 
guilty :  They  igtometinies  reprimanded  tbd.  ^ tos  fyit 
b^ing  143^  i^  adiajtHis.tering  reproof,  w4 1»^  k^^pixtf 
up  sessioqal  dii|eipli|ie  in  the  repie^nt^  T«  41V  tbfQF 
recommend^  tV  p^ofmety  of  layipg  down  timt  arai% 
land  quittii^  the  profession,  rather  thati  W  ^Og«g«4.  ia 
any  service  which  did  not  tend  to  advsAee  tb#  glocy 
of  God,  wd  tl^  wcM'k  of  reformation.  Thnj^tfiphiittitt 
tbw  yei^^tiiow,  npt,  t^  sexvQ  wHt  ti»  intMgiwirt 
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arinieB  in  Ireknd,  whieh  they  had  re6«i6d;t*do^  when 
the  Scots  Bngiide  wete  eent  oTer.  Butith^  wove 
highly  inqenaed  at  theSr  present  eondnet^  £olf  enteving 
intp  fpr^ign  tervice^  aad  especially  for  JQiaing  in  asso* 
eiatian  with  what  they  considered  a  pro&ne  and  Po<- 
pi^i  e<mfed^acy«  By  tim  stepof  dMEeotion,  asitwas 
called,  4ie  brate  Cameronaens  ineuived  the  disjdtea- 
BiuiQ  of  the  United  Soeietiei^  and  were  formally  dis- 
ewned  Iqr  the  more  rigid  brethren. 

The  tnith  is,  being  disajq^inted  in  their  peculiar 
viawa  of  chnrch  government,  and  seeing  their  perse- 
eutors  Qontiaued  in  office,  instead  of  being  bronght  to 
eosk^^gfi  pimishnidnt,  as  th^  ^[lected,  they  began  to 
be  disaffected  to  the  government;  and  to  east  out  of 
their  fellowGibip,  all  who  adhered  to  it.  They  re- 
tracted their  former  declarafion  for  the  Prince  of 
(^rawage^  md  their  owning  as  Qoeen,  a  daughter  of 
the  Uoody  Popish  Duke  o£  York,  educated  in  the  ab- 
jured principles  of  Prelacy.  The  gallant  Cleland 
who  had  disciplined  their  troops,  and  led  them  on  to 
Vietery  i^j^ainst  Claverhouse  and  Canon,  was  now 
branded  as  a  betrayer  of  their  cause,  and  a  reviler  of 
thai  tpnt^  Mt^  James  Benwick.  Shidlds  the  chaplain, 
with  Boyd  and  Linning,  who  had  assisted,  by  their 
eloquence,  in  levying  the  r^^ment,  being  charged  with 
bpdng.into  these  backsUdings  of  the  times,  abandoned 
the  Community,  and  were  admitted  into  the  bosom 
of  llio  diiQreh.  *    Their  animating  appeals  to  the  pa- 


:  ^  iUli  qiQmtenl  AmnMj,  November^  169).  Mr.  Boyd  wai  after- 
«MBl»«MMafcIMry,aiid  fo  f^alous  wMliefbr  the  interests  of  the  regl- 
mtHth  thai  Wm.  old  ftien^ii,  the  Hitt-men,  accuse  him  of  causing  his 
flUtffeiiL|iH.iiighvt»«idbeoutef  their  beds^  aereralof  the  diasenten 
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txiotism  oS  their  countrymen  on  the  hohns  of  Doaglasy 
were  all  construed  into  rhetorical  subtleties,  to  entfap 
and  insnare  them  into  unlawful  associations.     Instead 
of  going   To  putt  down  the  gates  of  Bome,  as  the 
preachers  had  expressed  themselves,  they  were  going 
to  espouse  the  cause  of  Antichrist,  and  fight  for  the 
rights  of  the  Hdy  See,  in  league  with  malignant  here* 
tics  and  Popish  idolaters,— alluding  to  the  alliance 
entered  into  by  the  treaty  of  Union,  at  the  Hague,  in 
16d0,  which  we  shall  shortiy  have  occasion  to  men- 
tion.    From  this  period,  the  Cameronian  Raiment 
may  be  r^arded  as  altc^ether  disowned  by  the  United 
Societies,  or  at  least,  in  a  state  of  alienation  and  apoe* 
tasy  from  them.  * 

The  war  of  1690,  against  Louis  XIV.  ttius  a  oon«» 
federacy  of  all  Europe,  which  he  had  justiy  provoked 
by  his  insatiable  ambition,  and  his  r^ardlees  infringe* 
ment  of  treaties,  f     His  gigantic  policy  seemed'  to 


i*B*i 


in  that  parish ;  and  upon  the  Sabbath  mornuig,  shaved  the  old 
beards  to  make  them  look  young,  and  presented  them  to  the  Tecmitiiig 
officer,  that  so  they  might  pass  for  the  parish :  But  in  this  he  was  din 
appointed,  as  the  officer  would  not  accept  of  them,  because  of  their  agOb 
Faithful  ConUndingSf  App,  474. 
*  Faithful  Contendings,  Appendix. 

t  This  disastrous  war,  if  we  may  believe  St  Simon,  originated  in  9 
dispute  between  the  King  of  France,  and  his  minister  LoovaiB,  about 
the  proportion  of  a  vrindow !  When  the  castle  of  ttwa&OL  traa  botf^ 
Louis  imagined  he  discovered  a  defect  in  the  relative  symmetry  of  one 
of  the  windows.  Louvois  vras  of  a  contrary  opinion,  litis  insolence 
(the  liberty  of  thinking  fbr  himself,)  so  enraged  his  royal  maslery  fSbaX 
he  reprimanded  him  rery  severely  in  presence  of  many  of  the  ooortmb 
Louvois,  with  his  mind,  agitated  betwixt  rage  and  shatne,  nAnliid 
home  to  devise  some  scheme  for  averting  the  consequences  of  hb  olMl^ 
nacy,  which  might  have  cost  him  his  office,  perhaps  his liftb  ^  Ril 
all  over,"  said  he^"  I  must  have  lost  my  ciedit  with  Mkiif.'    Ihif* 
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gmgp  «t  muTierBal  empire,  and  to  enlarge  the  boun 
daries  of  his  own  dominions,  he  scrupled  not  to  make 
llie  most  flagrant  agressions  on  the  territories  of  his 
neighbours.  Not  only  the  faith  of  treaties  and  n^o- 
tiations,  but  even  the  laws  of  religion  and  humanity 
were  dispensed  with,  when  they  obstructed  the  ao-. 
oomptishment  of  his  vain-glorious  projects.  The  En- 
glish and  the  Dutch  ccmiplained  that  he  had  oppressed 
their  eonameree,  plundered  their  merchants,  and  en- 
croached upon  their  fisheries  and  foreign  colonies. 
By  violence  or  artifice,  he  had  made  himself  master 
of  die  chief  fortresses  on  the  side  of  Germany,  and 
had  laid  his  plans  to  seize  every  place  of  strength  on 
the  Rhine,  firom  Basle  to  Mayence.  He  had  wrested 
to  himsftlf  two-thirds  of  the  Spanish  Netherlands,  and 
eag^ly  sought  a  pretext  to  appropriate  the  remainder. 
The  States  beheld  with  alarm  these  fi*ontier  towns, 
which  ought  to  have  been  a  barriw  to  repel  his  ambi- 
tion, filled  with  hostile  troops,  and  converted  into  mi- 
litary stations,  whence  their  enendes  might  annoy  and 
oppress  them  at  pleasure.  On  the  Upper  Rhine  he 
had  ravaged  the  whole  country  with  fire  and  sword. 
Notooatentwithpossessingthe  fortifications,  he  ordered 
the  towns  and  villages  to  be  laid  in  ashes,  and  reduced 
the  Palatinate  to  a  desert.  The  wretched  inhabitants, 
delivered  up  to  the  pillage  of  a  lawless  soldiery, 
were  driven  from  their  homes  m  the  dead  of  winter, 


no  fCKWunce  but  in  war,  whidi  will  divert  his  attentioB  from  buildingiy 
aid  nadtr  Wf  sMistaiice  iMOBOitry.  And  war  be  shall  haT&*'  The 
ODurdy  minister  kept  his  word.  In  a  few  months  war  was  declared,  and 
«  flame  kindled  which  raged  for  eight  yearsy^-orerran  Ireland,  France, 
%■»»  Italy,  OeniMuiy,  Fhmders,  and  the  West^Indies— at  the  esqpense 
•f  milHona  of  money,  and  many  thousand  liTes.  Percy  Anecd,  tf  War. 

£  2 
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ta  uronder  in  the  fieldB  wiihoutfood  pr  abftttie^  Tw^ 
in  lufl  reign  did  h»  deeoUte  these  fertile  aq4  pn^Milow 
provinces,  involving}  in  one  promis^iiaiis  roin^  t)^ 
works  of  arty — the  monuments  of  antiquity,  wd  th^ 
temples  of  religion.  Embowered  amidst  the  luxuri^ 
and  voluptuous  pleBsures  of  Versailles,  he  consigned^ 
without  pity  or  remorse,  the  lives  and  pr^qp^rtie^  of  a 
flourishing  cBstrict,  to  the  lusts  and  the  sworda  of  a 
barbarous  military.  These  inhuman  maodatea  fouc^ 
Landerdale%  Grahames,  and  Dalxells,  ready  to  eano- 
tion  and  to  esceeule  them ;  and  it  may  seem  a  akrange 
anomaly  in  human  nature^  that  the  most  cruel  and 
oj^ressive  acts  that  disgraced  the  annals  of  that  period^ 
issued  from  the  two  most  effeminate  courts  in  Europe, 
tiiese  of  Charles  IL  and  Louis  XTV.  Atrocitiea  so> 
remorseless  and  unprovoked^  struck  the  nations  wjfli 
horror  at  the  spectade :  Even  the  officers  wIid  were 
the  instruments  of  them,  were  ashamed  at  their  «wii 
barbarities.  * 

His  severe  persecution  of  the  Huguenots  or  Frsttcfe 
Protestants,  lii^as  a.measure  equally  repugnant  la.  Im^ 
manity,  and  the  prineipka  of  sound  policy.  Qy  nevefc-* 
ing  the  EdictofNant2,wlud»  secured  to  them  the  free 
exercise  of  their  rel%ion,  he  had  driven  into  exUb  above 
400,000  of  the  most  industrioua  and  vahiable  inhabir-? 
tarits  of  France.  The  Huguenots  being  incapaeiftaiied 
by  law  fr^om  holding  civil  <^ices,  hademplej^ then^ 
selves  chiefly  in  arts  and  iogenious  manufactures ;  and 
%.  their  skill,  wd  the  e^cw^pagewent  they  repi^ved 
under  Colbert,  they  had  nmassed  very  greM^opnlsnee. 


"  ■       ^i    ■   ■  J  ■'    yji    XiHiL^.*  ...        .    ±  I.,  li^  i.i.  t  I     ...  ■I-.-  I       III         I     ■■    '  w 

•  Voltaire's  Siecfe  de  Louis  XIT.  cbMp,  xn,     Ralph's  Kttoiy^ 
EnglBiidy  vol.  li.  155/ 


tiBA'P.  ▼!.  tTAa  IN  FLANDERS.  118 

^utA  the  etneltiet  asid  nnlitary  executiions  to  Which 
they  tr«t^  ^stpbsed,  forced  lliem  from  llieirhomee,  to  ^ 
pltH^dioii  in  foreign  conntriefii.  Religious  emigrants 
'#eti&'icatteted  over  the  whole  continent.  Fifty  tlnm^ 
Mild  of  them  took  irfefuge  in  England,  and  manymorie 
tft  Holland  and  Germany.  Whterever  they  fled,  they 
Mtied  their  wealth,  their  industry,  and  ingenuity 
along  with  them.  Their  miseries  and  complaints  ex- 
ited the  i^mplusfflon  of  strangers,  and  increased  the 
g^ttbtal  detestation  at  the  tyrant  Who  was  the  author 
0f  thMi.  Numhefs  of  these  fiigitiYes  joined  the  ranks 
dF  tite  ^ed  armies,  in  ofdet  to  revenge  their  injuries, 
by  YettalSatblg  on  the  pet'secntor.  Loidii  had  thus  the 
HMrtifi^ation  to  isee  his  own  subjects  become,  not  olily 
yivals  hi  drts  and  eommetce,  but  enemies,  and  instin- 
mMtli  tk>  chafiitise  hink 

By  bis  t^cpUskm  aggrefislonB  abroad,  and  his  impo- 
lltie  HEfverits^s  at  home,  Louis  had  thus  raised  up  against 
Um  a  formidable  Mnfederacy^  such  as  Europe  had 
ncfv^r  seexi ;  cMipfthending  neotiy  all  the  Powers  in 
Chriitemdolffi,  tnth  the  exception  of  Poland  and  Swit- 
terfamd*  England  fand  Holland,  the  Emperor,  with  all 
the  Fringes  and  Electors  of  Oermany,  Spain,  Savoy, 
snd  almost  the  whole  of  Italy,  were  leagued  in  alliance 
against  France.  Of  this  confederacy,  William  was 
miqnestionably  the  prelsiding  genius  and  masternspirit. 
Besides  his  natural  hatred  of  Franccj  which  had  al- 
ways been  the  oppressor  of  his  House,  he  had  at  this 
time  special  reasons  of  enmity.  Louis  had  attempted 
to  drive  him  from  the  throne,  and  assailed  his  domi- 
nions in  support  of  the  abdicated  monarch.  He  had 
invested  Ireland  with  his  fleets^  and  filled  it  with  his 
armies.    Efnissaries  were  employed  to  fom«nt  oppo- 

£8  I 
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sition,  and  even  to  attempt  his  assassiiiAtioii.  French 
gold,  by  which  he  had  corrupted  lall  the  courts  in 
Europe,  was  distributed  among  the  rebels  in  the  diree 
kingdoms.  England  had  thus  a  personal  interest  in 
this  Continental  Association.  She  was  not  entering 
into  foreign  connexions  from  a  loTe  of  war,  or  em<- 
barking  in  any  romantic  speculation  of  chivBlry^  'fimn 
which  she  was  to  derive  no  benefit.  She  toak  up 
arms  in  defence  of  her  religion, — ^the  independence  cf 
her  crown, — and  her  very  existence  as  a  free  nation** 
.  France  never  beheld  such  a  combination  of  power 
leagued  against  her ;  and  the  hour  seemed  to  be  ap- 
proaching, when  she  was  to  experience,  in  her  torn, 
the  &te  of  those  countries  en  which  she  had  heaped 
so  many  miseries  and  insults.  With  this  formidable 
array,  Louis  had  to  contend  single-handed^  The  most 
magnificent  preparations  w^e  made  to  repel  the  in- 
vasions that  threatened  him  <m  all  sidesk  Hia  re- 
sources seemed  to  increase  in  proportion  to  bis  diffi- 
culties, and  to  multiply  with  the  purposes  and  de- 
mands he  had  to  answer.  The  imlimited  control  he 
possessed  over  the  finances  of  a  mighty  empire^  en- 
abled him  to  set  in  motion,  and  keep  a<^oing  a  vast 
system  of  offensive  war;  and  with  a  v%our  that  as- 
tonished the  most  sanguine  of  his  adversaries.  He 
had  in  regular  pay,  of  land  and  marine  forces,  not  less 
than  450,000  men.  These  he  had  divided  into  six 
armies,  which  were  stationed  round  his  dominions, 
and  all  at  once  in  active  opera^tion.  One  army  was 
employed  in  Ireland,  to  support  the  interests  of  James, 
imder  Count  de  Lauzun,  and  the  Duke  of  Berwick ; 

•  Ralph,  YoL  ii  p.  2QB.      Burnet,  vol.  ii,  p.  00,      DAliyMpto'a 

Mem.  B.  ii  p.  24.  yi,  162. 
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another  in  Spain  with  the  Duke  de  Noailles ;  and  a 
third  on  the  confines  of  Italy,  commanded  by  Marshal 
Catinat ;  a  fourth  was  stationed  on  the  Upper  Rhine, 
to  o^^ose  the  Emperor  Leopold,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Germannic  Princes ;  a  fifth,  under  Marshal  Boufflers, 
was  posted  on  the  Moselle,  as  an  army  of  observation, 
to  act  as  circumstances  might  require ;  the  sixth,  com- 
manded by  Luxembourg,  the  ablest  general  in  the 
French  service,  was  opposed  to  the  Dutch  and  British 
in  theNetherlands;  where  the  greatest  efibrts  were  to  be 
made,  and  the  greatest  obstacles  to  be  encountered.  * 

hk  the  Congress  which  met  at  the  Hague,  January 
1691,  the  Allies  concerted  their  measures  for  opening 
the  i^proaching  campaign,  and  fixed  the  number  of 
troops  to  be  supplied  by  each  of  the  contracting 
powers,  f  They  published  their  resolution,  not  to  lay 
down  arms  against  France,  until  she  should  restore 
all  she  had  taken  from  the  neighbouring  states  since 
the  peace  of  Munster.  William,  who  presided,  and 
opened  the  congress,  harangued  them  in  an  eloquent 
[^eech,  cm  the  imminence  of  their  danger,  and  the  ne- 
oesfflty  of  making  a  simultaneous  efibrt,  to  snatch  the 
liberties  of  Europe  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Usurper. 
He  promised  to  spare  neither  his  credit,  his  fortune, 
nor  his  person ;  and  undertook  to  fiimish  a  quota  of 
80^000  men,  at  the  head  of  which,  he  was  determined 
to  conquer  or  perish  with  his  allies4 


*  Voltaire.  Dalrymple.  Ralph,  toL  il.  p.  2^2. 
f  Tbe  EmperoTf  Spain,  Brandenburg,  and  England  were  to  furnish 
90,000;  Oie  Dutch  35,000;  Savoy  and  Milan  18,000;  Bavaria 
number;  Saxony  12,000;  the  Palatinate  4000;  Hesse,  8000; 
SudUa  and  Franconia  10,000 ;  Wirtemberg  6000 ;  Bishop  of  Liege, 
noM;  BiiboporMinMtflr,7000;  tfaePrinonof  Lunenburg^  16,000. 
ZMyvy^f  Memofrt,  BwA,  vi.  t  ^^V^f  vol.  ii.  p.  264. 


116  LIFE  OF  OOIm  BLACftADER.  €»IAP.  VI. 

BeBidcB  &e  six  Se<»te  RegmventB  men^ned  abov^ 
which  were  shi^ied  at  Lekh^  ab<mt  tiie  end  of  Feb- 
rusty,  but  detained  some  weeks  in  the  FVith  by  con*- 
trary  winds,  several  others  were  aboat  the  same  time 
embarked  for  Fknders^  vi^.  Earl  <^  Leven's,  Argyle's, 
LAwder's,  and  Beveri^^^s.*  His  majesty  sailed  on 
the  3d  of  May,  and  landed  in  Holland  on  Ihe  ISth. 
Next  month  he  reviewed  the  whole  of  the  royal  eon- 
federate  army,  c<m8isting  of  184  sqnadrons  of  horse 
and  dragoons,  and  88  battalio&s  of  foot,  each  800  m^i, 
amountii^  in  all  to  222,000* 

In  every  quarter^  fortune  had  attended  the  French 
arms.  Victory  had  declared  for  them  in  ^ain  and 
in  Italy.  In  Flusders^  they  had  gained  the  battle  <^ 
Fleurus,  July  1690,  and  in  March,  next  year,  thsiy 
took  the  strongly  fortified  city  of  Mons.  The  summer 
was  spent  in  marching  and  manoeuvring,  in  raisii^ 
batteries  and  constructing  bridges,  without  producing 
any  thing  of  importance,  each  party  forming  projeeta 
that  vanished  before  they  could  be  put  in  execution* 
The  allied  army  had  advanced  on  the  Sambre,  between 
Huy  and  Charleroi  5  and  although  William  was^  de- 
sirous to  undertake  some  enterp<ise  which  might  sus-« 
tain  his  high  reputation  among  the  allies,  and  give  a 
pledge  for  the  confidence  they  had  reposed  in  him, 
yet  the  enemy  were  content,  merely  to  thwart  his  de- 
signs, without  risking  the  decision  of  a  battle.  In 
the  month  of  September  he  returned  to  England,  Ieav-< 
ing  the  army  in  charge  of  Prince  Waldeck.f 

As  Louis  had  reaped  little  g}ory  ^m  the  pftced- 


*  Londoil  Guette. 
f  Bewuiiin  Hist,  MiUt«ife,    Ridph,  yoL  U,  9.  «7a. 
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ikig  tiBSntpsignj  be  resolved  to  sign&lke  tli«  fellowing 
jnMJr,  16961  by  ftome  tenterprisfe,  worthy  of  Ms  {)6Wer, 
that  might  i^trlke  isefrcft  hito  the  allies,  und  eom][Md 
tii^n  at  onee  to  i^e  for  pea^.  Two  grdnd  proje^tfe 
he  had  ift  oontetnpllition ;  the  otie  Wte,  to  dStoYdish 
the  COHfederates  by  the  conqittej^  of  N&mtir;  the 
other,  to  make  a  deseent  on  Snglaiid,  to  second  the 
tuA  of  l^e  Jd;6obite%  and  re^stablisfa  James  on  the 
British  throne*  A  most  splendid  navtil  arm&ment 
was  fitted  ont  at  the  ports  of  Brest  and  Toulon,  whieh 
wAb  of^^ed  by  preparations  eqtmlly  magnificent  o^ft 
^e  part  of  Sngland  and  Holhmd.  Hie  two  fleets 
met  oflr  Cape  La  Hogue  t  and  a^ter  an  obstinate  en- 
gag««ttent,  which  eonthmed  for  stst  days,  the  French 
wrsre  oompleti^y  delated.  "^ 

tn  Flanders,  Lonls  w^  more  successftiL  He  had 
iMiithdrawn  the  grenter  part  of  his  troc^  from  his 
other  frontiei^  and  sent  them  to  join  the  army  under 
tin&enAy>«rg,  who  invested  Namnr,  towards  the  middle 
of  May.  Lord  Angus'  R^btnent  had  not  yet  been  in 
any  general  action,  though  they  were  in  active  service 
all  the  preceding  campaign.  They  were  now  with 
the  army  under  King  William,  that  covered  this  cele- 
brated si^e. 

Namar,  which  was  reckoned  one  of  the  best  forti- 
fied cities  in  Flanders,  is  situated  between  two  hiUs, 
at  the  confluence  of  the  Meuse  and  the  Sambre.  Its 
natural  strength  was  rendered  still  more  impr^nable 
by  the  subsidiary  works  of  art.  The  citadel,  built 
%tpotk  a  rock,  W9s  considered  one  of  the  strongest  in 
the  Netherlands.    Cohorn,  the  famous  t)utch  engineer, 

*  Dftlrymple's  Memoirs,  vol.  i,  book  TUt    Burnet,  p.  9Sl. 
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had  constructed  new  fortifications,  and  was  himself 
employed  to  defend  them.  The  garrison,  between 
nine  and  ten  thousand  men^  was  provided  with  all 
the  requisites  for  a  long  and  obstinate  resistance. 
Few  sieges  had  witnessed  such  a  display  of  military 
talent  and  preparation.  Here  art  was  opposed  to 
art;  and  the  two  great  rivals  in  military  architecture, 
Cohom  and  Vauban,  were  brought  into  contact  with 
each  other,  and  set  to  exert  all  the  powers  and  re- 
sources of  their  genius,  as  it  were,  to  determine  the 
point  of  superiority  between  them.  It  was,  moreover, 
a  spectacle  but  seldom  witnessed,  and  which  filled  the 
nations  with  anxiety  for  the  event,  to  see  the  two 
most  powerful  monarchs  in  Europe  contending  in 
person,  each  at  the  head  of  their  respective  armies. 
Louis  appeared  first  on  the  field,  though  he  had 
left  Versailles  on  the  same  day  that  William  had 
quitted  the  Hague.  His  travelling  retinue  .vi^as  rather 
unusual  for  a  warrior,  and  altogether  in  the  effe- 
minate style  of  an  Asiatic  court.  He  had  a  train 
of  carriages  fiUed  with  his  mistresses  and  hdies 
of  quality ;  and  was  accompanied  by  musicians, 
dancers,  opera-singers,  and  all  the  voluptuous  minis- 
ters of  luxury.  He  immediately  invested  the  town, 
being  resolved  to  carry  it  before  he  attempted  the 
citadel.  His  army,  consisting  of  120,000  men,  he 
divided  into  two  halves;  with  the  one,  he  himself 
pressed  the  siege,  while  Luxembourg,  with  the  other, 
was  employed  to  cover  it.  On  the  night  of  the  29th 
of  May,  the  trenches  were  opened,  and  next  day, 
Marshal  Boufflers  made  himself  master  of  gne  of  the 
suburbs.  In  two  days  more,  the  counterscarp  was 
carried  by  assaidt ;  and  after  several  attacks,  in  one 
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of  which,  the  grand  magazine  of  the  town  took  fire 
and  Uew  up,  the  besieged  found  themselves  obliged 
to  capitulate,  which  they  did  on  the  5th  of  June. 
But  the  garrison  were  allowed  forty  hours  to  retire 
into  the  castle. 

When  the  city  had  surrendered.  Fort  Cohorn  was 
next  attacked  with  great  fury,  the  batteries  having 
played  upon  it  for  six  days,  without  intermission. 
But  though  defended  with  the  utmost  resolution,  it 
was  reduced,  after  an  obstinate  contest,  in  which  Co- 
horn  himself,  who  commanded  the  Fort,  was  dange- 
rously wounded*  The  reduction  of  the  citadel  now 
only  remained,  and  this  was  immediately  undertaken 
by  the  besiegers,  with  all  the  spirit  and  intrepidity 
which  the  presence  of  their  great  monarch  could  in- 
spire.  From  the  22nd  until  the  27th,  bombs  and  balls 
w^^re  poured  into  it  incessantly.  The  defendants  made 
several  bold  attempts  to  dislodge  the  enemy,  and  kept 
them  at  bay  by  the  briskness  of  their  fire ;  but  one  of 
their  bastions  being  taken  by  surprise,  had  such  an 
effect  on  the  governor,  the  Prince  de  Barbason,  who 
was  suspected,  on  this  occasion,  of  cowardice  or 
treachery,  that  he  beat  a  parley,  and  agreed  to  eva- 
cuate the  place,  which  was  immediately  taken  posses- 
sion of  in  the  name  of  His  Most  Christian  Majesty. 

William,  who  was  assembling  his  troops  near  Lou- 
vain,  had  not  begun  to  move  when  the  city  of  Namur 
capitulated.  On  the  8th  of  June,  he  advanced  on  the 
small  river  Mehaigne,  with  intention  to  force  the 
enemy  to  raise  the  siege.  Luxembourg  occupied  the 
opposite  bank,  and  the  two  armies  continued  many 
days  in  sight,  and  sometimes  within  cannon-shot  of 
each  other,  without  coming  to  any  decisive  action. 

£  5 
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11i0M  was  frequent  and  sharp  skirmishing  between 
them,  and  William  made  several  efforts  to  dispost  hie 
aatagonist,  and  decide  llie  fate  of  Namur,  by  a  battle. 
Bat  the  rains,  faavii^  swelled  the  riyer,  swept  away 
his  bridges,  and  rendered  the  low  grounds  a  complete 
marsh,  unfit  for  cavalry  or  artillery  to  pass.  Besides, 
Luxembourg  who  had  the  start  of  him  in  prepara- 
tions, bad  secured  all  the  most  advantageous  posts, 
and  made  such  dispositions,  that  it  was  searoely  pos- 
sible he  could  have  been  dislodged,  but  by  a  foree 
much  superior  to  his  own.  It  was  with  llie  greateet 
mortification,  that  WiUiam  saw  himself  ohUge^  a(t 
the  h^ad  of  80,000  men,  to  lie  inactive^  and  Triturty 
with  his  own  eyes,  ike  reduction  of  the  most  impmv 
tant  forta-ess  in  the  Netherlands,-*«-his  presence  serving 
only  to  give  additional  eclat  to  the  triumph  of  hk 
grand  ri\^,  who,  considering  this  feat  as  the  greatest 
acticm  of  his  life,  returned  to  Versailles,  to  be  flattered 
with  the  pompous  compliments  of  his  court  and  no^ 
biUty-* 

In  order  to  retrieve  his  lost  honour,  William  de- 
termined immediately  to  anticipate,  in  his  turn,  the 
artifices  of  Luxembourg,  who  had  retired  to  an  el^- 
campment  between  Steinkirk  and  Enghien ;  his  own 
camp  being  at  Lambecq,  about  six  miles  distant. 
Hoping  to  attack  the  French  by  surprise,  he  sent 
them,  by  means  of  a  spy,  false  intelligence  of  his  des- 
tination ;  while,  by  the  dispoeition  of  his  troops,  he 
left  it  uncertain  whether  Namur,  Liege,  or  Dunkirk 
was  to  be  the  object  of  his  attack.  Eager  for  a  battle^ 
as  the  only  means  of  sustaining  his  reputation,  and 

*  Yoltaire,  fieaarain>  Relph,  Burnet. 
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oonsolii^  the  aUies  for  their  ill  Buccess,  he  fi«t  out  £^r 
Stemkirk  on  the  night  of  the  2ild  of  August»  with  all 
stereey :  The  armj  re^passed  the  SeniM  at  Halle^  and 
marched  in  two  colunmS)  aa  the  nature  of  the  country, 
which  was  eotered  with  thickets,  and  intersected  hy 
hedgas  and  narrow  d^es^  did  not  admit  of  an  ex- 
tended front.  By  day-break  they  were  close  upon 
the  enemy;  but  owing  to  the  incumbrances  of  the 
ground,  it  was  mid-day  before  they  could  make  their 
necessary  oTolntions,  or  form  in  order  of  battle.  The 
Prinee  of  Wirtemberg  led  the  van,  supported  by 
liiautenant  General  Mackay^  at  the  head  of  the  Scot- 
tidi  Infimtry,  and  several  battaliims  of  English.  Count 
Sdmes  had  the  command  of  the  centre,  and  the  Eleo- 
tor  of  BaYaria^  of  the  rear.  The  French  were  posted 
on  a  rising  ground,  with  their  right  on  Steinkirk,  and 
their  left  towards  Enghien.  They  were  encompassed 
vriih  hedges,  and  defended  in  front  by  a  wood,  so  that 
there  was  no  way  of  attacking  them  but  by  the  side 
of  the  wood,  or  through  the  hedges  which  they  were 
in  possession  of.  About  two  in  the  afternoon,  the 
battle  commenced  with  a  Airious  attack  on  the  enemy's 
r^ht  wing,  by  the  Prince  of  Wirtemberg,  whose 
brave  battalions  charged  up  the  hill  with  such  vigour, 
that  they  drove  the  French  from  their  hedges  and 
trenches,  and  made  themselves  masters  of  the  cannon 
which  they  kept  possession  of,  for  more  than  half-an- 
hour.  Of  the  ten  battalions  that  behaved  with  suph 
gallantry,  four  were  English  and  Scots,  the  rest  Dutch 
and  Danes. 

At  this  time,  the  enenk/s  camp  presented  a  scene 
of  consternation  and  disorder ;  and  had  the  panic  been 
taken  advantage  of,  the  a&ir  might  have  tenuinatf^4 
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in  favour  of  the  allies.  But  imfortunately,  Count 
Solmes  neglected  to  follow  up  this  success,  and  eitiier 
from  a  hatred  of  the  English,  or  a  jealousy  of  the 
Prince  of  Wirtemberg,  purposely  kept  back  the  ne- 
cessary succours,  until  Luxembourg  had  rallied  his 
broken  lines,  and  re-inforoed  them  with  fresh  troops.  * 
The  French  soon  recovered  their  lost  ground.  Then* 
far-famed  guards,  with  many  princes  and  nobles  at 
their  head,  were  let  loose,  and  in  a  bravado  charged 
sword  in  hand.  Tlie  Dutch  and  British  sustained  the 
shock  with  the  greatest  intrepidity.  Deserted  by 
their  Mends,  they  had  nothing  but  their  own  bravery, 
and  a  sense  of  duty  to  animate  them.  For  four  hours 
the  combat  raged  with  unabated  fury,  and  scaroriy 
was  any  victory  ever  more  obstinatdy  contested. 
The  carnage  on  both  sides  was  great ;  and  never  was 
the  sword  more  impartial,  for  officers  and  solcEers 
fell  without  distinction,  in  one  promiscuous  he^  of 
slaughter.  Notwithstanding  the  superiority  of  the 
French  in  nimibers,  having  thirty  battalions  opposed 
to  ten,  the  battle  seemed  to  remain  doubtful,  until  the 
arrival  of  Marshal  Boufflers  with  his  cavalry,  which 
gave  the  fortune  of  the  day  a  fatal  turn.  The  brunt 
of  the  contest  was  sustained  by  the  infantry,  the 
horse  being  no  farther  engaged  than  merely  covering 


*  *'  Though  the  Prince  of  Wirtemberg  sent  one  of  his  aids-de-camp 
tmce  to  require  succours  from  Count  Solmes,  and  at  last  procured  a 
positive  command  from  the  king  himself,  so  jealous  was  the  said  Cofuit 
of  the  Prince's  glory,  and  so  throughly  did  he  hate  the  English,  that 
he  ordered  his  horse,  which  he  knew  could  not  act  for  want  of  room,  to 
march,  and  his  foot  to  halt,  purposely  that  the  English  might  be  mas- 
jBacred,  and  the  Prince  foiled,  saying  to  those  around'  him.  Lei  us  tee 
wkat  ip&rt  these  English  buO-^s  wiU  make  us,**   Sa^fh,  Yoh  ii.{i.  968. 
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the  attack.  The  loss  of  both  parties  was  extremely 
■evere;  above  10,000  men  having  fallen  within  the 
«pace  of  a  few  hours.  The  Scots  and  English  alone, 
were  said  to  have  left  3000  dead  upon  the  field.  Many 
oflELcers  of  rank  on  each  side  were  slain  or  wounded ; 
and  here  the  Cameronians,  who  had  been  in  the 
hottest  of  the  acticm,  lost  their  gallant  Colonel,  the 
Earl  of  Angus.  He  was  succeeded  in  command  by 
lieutenant  Colonel  Monro.  * 

William  conducted  his  retreat  with  the  greatest  or- 
der and  coolness,  while  Lexembourg  durst  not  stake 
the  glory  he  had  dearly  won,  by  hazarding  a  pursuit. 
Satisfied  with  his  escape,  and  unable  to  derive  any 
advantage  from  his  victory,  he  was  content  to  remain 
quietly  in  his  camp,  and  the  allies  returned  unmolested 
to  theirs. 

The  most  extravagant  joy  was  manifested  at  Paris, 
on  the  first  news  of  this  supposed  overthrow.  The 
young  jMinces  who  returned  from  the  battle,  were  re- 


*  BeSde^  Lord  Aiigus,  there  were  killed  of  British  officers  of  note, 
lieutenant  Greneral  Mackaj,  Lieutenant  General  Sir  John  Lanier, 
Colonel  Sir  Robert  Douglas,  whose  regiment  drove  four  French  bat- 
talions from  their  cannon,  Colonel  Roberts,  Colonel  Hodges,  grand^* 
fiither  to  the  celebrated  Colonel  Gardiner,  and  several  others,  most  of 
whom  fell  in  the  first  attack  on  the  hill.  Mackay,  according  to  Bur- 
nett was  sent  on  a  post  which  he  saw  to  be  untenable,  and  gave  his 
opinion  accordingly,  but  the  order  being  confirmed,  he  went  on  and 
met  his  &te,  with  resignation,  only  saying,  the  vHU  of  the  Lord  be  done, 
'*  He  was  a  man  of  such  strict  principles,  that  he  would  not  have 
served  in  a  war  that  he  did  not  think  lawfuL  He  took  great  care  of 
his  soldiers'  morals,  and  forced  them  to  be  both  sober  aud  just  in  their 
quarters.  He  spent  all  the  time  he  was  master  of,  in  secret  prayer, 
and  in  reading  the  Scriptures.  The  king  often  observed,  that  when 
he  had  full  leisure  for  his  devotions^  he  acted  with  a  peculiar  exalta- 
turn  of  courage.** 
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c^iTBd  with  a  vmcMtioti  bordfiring  on  idolatiry.  l^e 
rottds  thnougli  whkh  they  pftssad^  wend  Iked  with 
gasitig  BiultitadtM  who  rent  the  air  with  their  fratidci 
acolamatioiiB.  Asky  man  who  had  be^i  there  was  W- 
garded  with  admiration.  To  commemorate  this  vUi^ 
torjr,  £B»hion  lent  her  aid;  and  Strinkiik  had  the  he^ 
sour  of  introdaeiAg  a  new  mode  of  tjring  crstato,  imd 
giving  name  to  every  modidi  artiiie  of  female  attiat«^ 
Jewels,  hats,  and  handkerehiefii  w«re  named  Sleisa-' 
kirki;  and  the  popnlaoe  tied  with  eaeh  oth^  in  the 
invention  of  flattering  o^nnpliments*  * 

William,  though  vimqiiiehed  and  ikmddft^ 
of  his  military  glory,  still  oontinnedaformidabl^  Meltty* 
After  pafl^ing  the  winter  in  England,  he  o{Mtied  A» 
campaign  of  1693,  in  die  motith  of  May.  Thd  Bi&tA 
armies  which  had  been  quartered  about  6hent»  AetlH 
Bruges,  and  Oodenarde,  Were  summoned  to  hilf  ma- 
jesty^s  camp  at  Pfeurk,  near  Louvain^  where  he  WW 
also  joined  by  the  Datch  and  English  bifimtry*  Hte 
first  object  was  to  cover  such  places  as  were  most  ex- 
posed and  most  likely  to  be  attacked.  For  ihig  pur- 
pose he  ordered  detachments  to  be  posted  at  Lkge^ 
Huy,  Maestrioht^  and  Charleroi,  himself  remakiingoM 
the  defensive  in  his  camp,  with  about  40,000  foot^ 
and  12,000  horse  and  dragoons.  For  above  a  monih 
the  two  armies  remained  in  this  uncertainty,  eadi 
ready  to  seize  the  first  advantage.  On  the  ITth  ef 
July,  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg  gallantly  forced  the 
French  lines  between  the  Scheld  and  the  Lys,  in 
veral  places ;  and  laid  the  whole  country,  ad  fer 
Liisle^  imder  contribution.    Louis  had  set  out  for  th^ 

'-*    *•       1        '     ^-.■-■-  — _-— ^ .^i — ^ . — ■  ^j^ 

*  Beauraio,  Ralph,  Burnet,  and  Voltaire's  Siecle>  toBa.  i  {»• 
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oMop  <m  the  dad  of  June^  with  his  ordinaty  eqti^Mige, 
whier^  it  wm  eiqiected  he  would  have  achieved  some 
mighty  exploit ;  but  to  the  great  joy  of  the  allies,  after 
hftviag  reviewed  his  army,  he  returned  with  all  his 
ladiea  to  Vensailles,  leaving  theprosedotioQ  of  the  war 
to  Botffflers  and  Luxembourg.  The  latter  took  the 
town  of  Hay,  and  made  a  femt  to  intieet  Liege ;  but 
lus  real  object  was  to  sarpkifiie  the  alUes,  who  had 
takeA  «p  a  porition  at  Nerwinden.  And  here  was. 
feoght  another  of  thode  dieaigrtroin  battlee,  in  whieh 
H^llSaAi  EOtw  hitneelf  ftrced  to  yield  tihe  palm  of  vio* 
lory  to  Un  rival« 

In  this  action,  the  Confederate  army  had  the  ad*- 
mntagii  of  the  ground,  but  they  were  greatly  info- 
fior  to  the  enemy  in  point  of  numbers,  being  much 
weakMied  by  the  detachments  sent  to  Liege  and  other 
|llMa  They  w^are  drawn  up  on  a  rising  groiund  be^ 
tm^m  dw  viflages  of  Winden  and  Landen,  dktailt 
nboQt  two  miles ;  their  right  defended  by  the  river 
iSedtet  their  left  by  the  brook  of  Landen.  Their  front 
was  oeiv«red  by  ninety  pieces  of  cannon,  planted  along 
llsm  ridge  cf  the  hill,  and  by  a  thick  hedge  which  ran 
in  the  direction  of  their  lines,  to  a  considerable  ex-< 
tetHt.  The  body  of  the  infantry  was  posted  on  this 
eittiaence,  with  the  cavalry  in  the  rear.  The  Elector 
ijt  Bavaria,  with  his  division,  in  which  were  several 
battalions  of  Scots  and  English,  occupied  the  village 
rf  Nerwinden  on  the  right,  which  sustained  the  hottest 
of  the  action.  On  the  28th  of  July,  in  the  afternoon, 
the  French  army  reached  the  plain  of  Landen,  but 
Luxembourg,  content  with  examining  the  position  of 
the  allies,  deferred  the  attack  until  next  day.  This 
delay  gave  William  an  opportunity  of  retiring  behind 
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the  Geete,  had  he  chosen  to  avoid  an  engagement^ 
which  he  was  advised  to  do,  by  the  Electors  and 
other  Princes  of  the  army :  But  he  was  resolved  to 
give  battle,  hoping  to  make  up  for  deficiency  of  num- 
bers, by  courage  and  perseverance.  During  night  he 
caused,  with  incredible  speed,  a  deep  trench  to  be 
dug,  from  the  one  village  to  the  other,  which  covered, 
as  vdth  a  parapet,  his  whole  front.  By  day-break 
the  works  were  finished;  and  between  four  and  five 
in  the  morning,  the  cannonading  on  both  sides  bcf;an. 
The  havoc  became  more  terrible  the  nearer  they  ap- 
proached, but  without  abating  the  rei^ution  of  either 
party. 

About  eight,  the  attack  upon  Nerwinden  oomr 
menced.  The  carrying  of  this  point  was  of  the  greatr 
est  importance  to  the  enemy,  as  they  could  not  «pr 
proach  the  entrenched  front  of  the  allies,  while  thflir 
flank  was  exposed  to  llie  galling  fire  of  this  viUi^pe. 
It  was  therefore  vigorously  assaulted,  and  carried  m 
a  short  time.  But  the  assailants  were  not  long  mas- 
ters of  it,  until  it  was  regained.  The  defendants  in 
their  turn,  were  again  dislodged,  and  the  enemy  once 
more  obtained  possession  of  the  place.  In  this  man*^ 
ner,  it  was  taken  and  retaken  three  or  four  times ; 
and  such  were  the  desperate  efibrts  made  by  William 
to  retain  this  post,  that  after  redoubled  exesriiom^  he 
bad  the  pleasure  of  seeing  it  again  recovered  by  the 
valour  of  the  British  In&ntry,  which  he  had  twic^ 
led  on  to  the  attack  in  person.  *    This  obstinate  and 


*  Voltaire  takes  notice  that  in  one  of  these  attacks,  was  the  regiment 
of  Ruvigni,  wholly  composed  of  French  refugees,  all  gentlemen,  whom 
the  terror  of  the  dragoons,  and  the  fiital  reYOCfttian  of  tbv  fS<^  of 
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nmrderous  oonteBt  was  kept  up  until  four  in  the  after- 
noon. Both  parties  had  continued  to  pour  in  torrents 
of  fresh  troops,  which  were  swept  away  in  whole  bat- 
talions hj  the  fire  of  their  opponents.  Every  inch  of 
ground  was  disputed  to  the  last  The  little  mud- 
walls^  about  four  feet  high,  which  the  inhabitants 
used  instead  of  hedges  to  divide  their  gardens,  served 
tbe  purpose  of  intrenchments.  The  streets  where  they 
firaght,  were  piled  with  heaps  of  slaughter,  among 
whieh  were  many  of  the  bravest  troops  in  the  French 
aervioe,  the  Swiss  and  Royal  Guard. 

While  the  capture  of  Nerwinden  was  occupying  the 
attention  of  Luxembourg,  the  centre  of  his  army  had 
remained  almost  in  a  state  of  inaction,  exposed  to  the 
eaemy's  artillery.  A  part  of  his  cavalry,  however, 
^lyiling  between  the  village  and  the  river  Geete,  a 
pamage  which  the  allies  had  been  forced  to  abandon, 
look  advantage  o£  this,  and  fell  upon  the  rear  of  the 
infiiatry  that  defended  the  trenches.  William,  who 
ob(H(rved  this,  advanced  with  a  part  of  the  left  wing, 
but  being  too  distant,  the  line  was  forced  and  broken 
heioTe  he  could  approach. 

The  French  dragoons  poured  in  without  opposition. 
Hub  Spaniards  and  Hanoverians  were  charged  and 
overthrown.  The  Dutch  horse  were  put  to  flight  be- 
fore the  English  could  form.  Dismay  and  confusion 
became  general ;  and  as  it  was  impossible  to  drive  the 
enemy  from  their  advantage,  William  gave  orders  to 


Kants  had  forced  to  abandon  and  to  hate  their  country.  They  had 
joined  the  ranks  of  the  enemy,  in  the  hope  of  hieing  revenged  for  the 
hdtrigues  of  the  Jesuit  La  Chaise,  and  the  cruelties  of  LouTois* 
9iecte  ete  l^niis  KIV.  chap.  xvi. 
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soiind  a  re^oftt.  Hie  rigbt  wing  bebig  owiyiu^bnid 
widi  nnmberB,  was  fiirced  headlong  mto  tbe  G«eiii^ 
where  meny,  both  men  and  horees,  perkhed*  Tkfi 
bridges  were  brohesi  down  by  the  preMure,  mad  w4b^ 
regimeatb  vrifte  predipftaied  kito  i^  iit^  Aei^  dMd 
bodies  serving  to  fii^litaito  the  eetope  of  theb  flyinf 
oonimnionk  But  the  i^ti'eeit  which  Wffliafifii  «m<. 
ducted  wae  ttiiinag«d  with  Ae  gNibtest  ord^ttid  WM 
Mckoaed)  eveft  by  hki  ^Mndes,  a  mastek'-piee^  of  fcwi 
generalship.  LtUMnbottrgs  hewet^,  was  hot  te  m 
capacity  to  profit  by  the  advatiilsges  whieh  fbrtOM 
bad  pat  ia  hi»  power )  ^ttmnghvidlorfiiaddMkred 
in  hn  fttvMr,  both  paf4to  wi»«  eqtt^y  TttMibfemL^ 
III  tUs  bloody  N«ieoafi«re5  dtoti^  io^ooo  mea  were 
dain,  8000  on  tbe  side  <ef  Rttiee,  and  ld,000  on  tint 
^the  allies,  h&AAba  MOO  prisenet«,  and  ft  very  fNilt 
minib«a-  of  oaxmMe,  fiMc^ftars,  «uiid  eolows  whMh  Ml 
into  the  hands  of  ^the  eneAiy%  fiere  the  CktaitMtiak 
Befiment  must  agiAEi  hate  lost  tilieil^  bfate  GMettsI 
Monro,  fer  his  name  does  not  i^pear  in  tlie  HM  ^ 
officers  for  the'Mbsei^At  canipaign.f 

At  Lew  and  Tirlemont,  Williatn  oelkcted  dm  de- 
bris of  his  army,  and  though  but  ashort  distance  firom 
the  field  of  batde^  his  antagonist  durst  not  attack  hbn 
weak  and  exhausted  as  he  was,  but  retired  btoidk  le 
bis  camp,  near  liege.    The  conduct  of  the  ki^  shflu 


•Am*. 


*  Louis,  who  n^er  fiuled  to  magnify  lus  own  glory,  alwaytf  caused 
Cathedral  service  to  be  performed  for  the  entertainment  of  bis  good 
people  of  Paris,  even  when  bis  triumphs  were  doubtful,  for  sometkiMB 
both  parties  were  found  celebmting  tbe  same  victoty  at  the  taiM  ttefe. 
On  this  occasion  it  was  remarked,  that  instead  of  Te  JDetm^  he  oafiti 
to  have  sung  De  ProfimtUs.     VoU,  Sieele,  tom*  i.  p.  S90, 

t  3eaurain  Ordre  de  Bm,  des  AUim^  IKMM* 
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ing  the  whole  action,  showed  tbe  greatest  oomage  and 
{Hwwnee  of  nui^  Ha  visited  every  post  in  person, 
fiaoed  every  danger^  and  undertook  to  r^nove  every 
iUaeailsy^  He  aliglited  not  kaa  than  four  times  to 
iMad  the  infantry  in  iheir  attackS)  performing  the 
<^&06of  asuhaltem,  as  well  as  of  a  generaL  He  eon-» 
tiniMd  ttosa  the  dawn  on  horse-baok,  and  had  only 
tahm  two  hours  sleqp  in  hid  ooach^  the  preceding 
Ittf^t.  Sev^al  officers  fell  by  his.  side ;  his  own,  and 
two  led  horses  were  killed.  He  had  refused  to  put 
on  hii  armour,  that  hia  movements  might  be  moi« 
easy  and  expeditious.  One  musket  hall  went  throi^h 
his  perake,  another  through  the  sleeve  of  his  coat,  and 
a  third  passed  through  his  sash,  sBghtly  gvazing  hia 
hedy.* 

The  only  other  aduevment  of  the  French  thia 
tempaign^  was  the  reduetion  of  CharjLeroi,  which  was 
taken  in  Octohc9r»<^^l^  allies  finding  it  impossible  to 
lelieve  the  garrison,  without  forcing  the  lines  of  the 
bwiagerfcf 

bi  the  Bpmg  of  1694,  the  Confednales  were  again 
ready  fer  aetion.    Theiir  misfertunes  tolled  only  to 


*  Thli  escapes  recorded  of  William  aro  tmljj^  iQinu^loiuk  J^e  h»d 
8ie  tfi^  of  turning  his  faults  to. good  account,  apd  of  making  his  rash- 
aeM  m  matter  of  poficy.  Hie  inyulnerabiKty  of  l>midee  and  DaheU, 
wa^lribnted  t»  the  pusaeaBioB  of  infernal  spells :  William's  intrepid 
4^  waa  MfjnM-  to  hia  balief  in  PredestinatioD,  according  to  whi6h» 
h  was  supposed,  tiiat  swords  and  bullets  had  their  commission,  and 
ttuSr  bcmndii  set  them,  beyond  which  diey  could  not  pass.  lUs  opi- 
iis9  of  Ite  ima  aniftpayied  tbe  moie  by  hia  ibequent  ezposuMs  and  es- 
capaa  in  danger ;  and  he  even  countenanced  the  belief,  as  he  saw  it 
made  his  troops  more  regardless  of  fear,  and  contributed  to  tbtkr 
courage  and  resotution. 

"f*  PflitiniiHj  Ralph,  Bmiiet*  . 
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redouble  their  efforts!  The  grand  army  was  re-« 
assembled  in  the  beginning  of  June,  at  Bethlehem- 
Abbey,  near  Louvain,  where  William  had  his  camp. 
The  Scots  and  English  battalions  left  their  garrisons 
in  Flanders,  to  join  the  main  body.  The  Scots  were 
re-inforced  by  an  accession  of  7000  men :  Of  these^ 
SOOO  were  new  levies;  and  with  such  expedition  were 
they  raised,  that  although  the  proclamation  for  thffli 
was  not  issued  until  the  14th  of  March,  by  the  22nd 
of  April,  they  were  not  only  completed,  but  all 
actually  embarked  in  Leith-Roads  for  Flanders.* 
France,  enfeebled  by  success,  and  exhausted  by  her 
victories,  was  now  forced  to  act  upon  the  defensive. 
Neither  money  nor  recruits  could  be  procured,  while 
the  allies,  like  the  fabulous  hydra,  seemed  to  multi^y 
under  the  sword  of  the  destroyer. 

The  enemy  spent  the  summer  in  consuming  the 
forage  in  the  plains  of  St.  Tron,  Tongres,  and  Yigna- 
mont;  and  the  only  memorable  action  of  this  cam- 
paign was,  the  re-taking  of  Huy,  which  surrendered 
to  tibe  Confederates  on  the  27th  of  September.  About 
the  middle  of  October,  the  armies  again  dispersJed,  and 
went  into  wititer  qtiaH;ers.f 

The  campaign  of  1695,  was  more  disastrous  to 
Louis  than  any  of  the  preceding.  His  glorjr  and 
greatness  were  evidently  verging  towards  a  dedine. 
His  resourceiS  were  exhausted  with  so  many  expen- 
sive wariB,  and  Luxembourg,  who  had  made  France 
the  terror  and  ike  scourge  of  Europe,  was  no  moie. 
These  bereavements  seemed  to  put  an  ead  to  his  xapid 


JLJ 


•  Ralph,  u.  p.  496; 
f  BeauraiD,  Balph^  Volt.  Siecley  M«ni.  i>e  Berwick^ 
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career  of  victories.     Marshal  Villeroi  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  amly  in  Flanders,  while  the  secotid 
command  was  ^ven  to  Marshal  Bonfflers.     As  they 
intended  again  to  act  on  the  defensive,  Villeroi  took 
faiB  position  behind  the  lines  that  ran  from  Menin  on 
the  Lys,  to  -the  Scheld ;  and  Bouffllers  lay  with  his 
fbrMs  near  Mons,  to  cover  Namur  in  case  of  a  siege. 
The  allies  Were  superior  in  point  of  number,  and 
formed  into  three  divisions  t   One  with  the  Elector  of 
Bavana  was  ordered  to  invest  Namur.     The  King 
himself  at  the  head  of  the  main  body.  Was  encamped 
behind  the  Mehaigne,   to  sustain  the  siege,   while 
Prince  Vaudemont,  with  an  army  of  observation,  oc* 
copied  a  position  between  the  Lys  and  the  Mandel. 
The  grand  object  of  William  was  to  retake  Namur  t 
bat  to  amuse  the  enemy  and  conceal  his  real  purpose, 
m  well  as  to  complete  his  preparations,  he  made  a 
fisint  of   attacking  three  different  places  at  Once. 
Having  decamped  suddenly  froin  Rousselaer,  he  sat 
dofwn  (3d  of  July)  with  his  whole  force  before  the 
Umn,  which  was  already  invested  by  a  detachment, 
under  the  Eafl  of  Athlone.    Bonfflers  at  the  head  of 
seven  r^fiments  of  dragoons,  followed  by  a  large  corps 
of  eng^eers,  miners,  bombardiers,  &c.  had  just  time 
to  throw  himself  into  the  place,  before  it  was  com-* 
pletflly  inclosed. 

The  garrison  was  computed  at  15,000  men,  well 
fbrnished  with  all  sorts  of  stores  and  provisions.  The 
fortifications  which  Cohom  had  left  unfinished,  were 
impiroved  by  Vauban.  The  citadel  was  deemed  im^- 
pregnible  ;*  and  it  was  believed,  the  town  itself  could 


- '  -*  —  •         *-       ••  ■' 


*  So  finnlj  were  the  holders  possetaed  o^  this  belief,  that  they  caused 
the  fbUowing  iucriptioii  to  be  eOffnYea  over  one  of  the  gates  of  thA 
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aoaroely  be  carried.  The  trenches  were  opened  im- 
Boediately,  and  while  the  siege  advanced  with  all 
imaginable  success.  Prince  Yaudemont,  with  his  di- 
vision, executed  one  of  the  moat  masterly  retreats  re- 
corded in  history.  While  he  lay  encamped  near  Arsel, 
Villeroi  with  his  whole  army,  instead  of  marching  to 
the  relief  of  Namur,  thought  it  more  adviseable  to  leave 
the  besiegers  unmolested,  and  attack  this  s^Murate 
body,  which  he  doubted  not  would  fall  an  ef^y  prey 
to  his  overwhelming  force.  About  te^  in  the  even* 
isQg,  he  reached  the  Prince's  camp^  who  was  takw  by 
surprise,  and  kept  his  troops  imder  arms  ajl  nigiiti 
He  caused  entrenchments  to  be  thrown  up  in  case  et 
assault  Finding  next  momiog  that  he  was  in  Awigiyr 
of  being  surromidedf  and  cut  to  pieces,  he  wis^  al» 
tared  his  resolution  from  fighting  to  retrmtmg^  Urn 
ordered  the  in&ntry  to  file  off  in  twoooluniin^  llnoagli 
the  tr^iches,  with  their  pikes  and  eoLowm  txaaUgg^ 
He  had  also  a  line  of  cavalry  drawn  up,  behiod  njwlif 
the  foot  passed  along,  while  their  inotion  was  cmh 
cealed  from  the  enemy.  Nor  was  the  dewp&aa  p«r« 
e^ved,  imtil  the  horse  quitted  their  post,  whicih  tbey 
did  when  the  infantry  were  beyond  the  i^pvehenakni 
of  pursuit.  The  French  wer^  struck  with  wbmm« 
ment,  to  see  a  whole,  sttnuy  vwish  from  bifore  ^nebt 
eyes,  as  it  were  by  magic ;  while  the  Prince»  tf4io  n* 
mained  in  the  camp  till  the  last,  amused  bwsielf'  at 
their  confii^on.  About  4Q0  m^i  we^e  cut  Q^  whidii 
luq;>pened  by  a  stratagem  of  the  enemy»  a  psQtjr  of 
whom^  spejjring  Englidb,  wd  h^vuvg  grew  liQiQgiMi  in 


«^  ■       "   '    ■     .  «■    I  I     II  i-^Hi-^*P^i^ 


taBtle ;  Beddi  guidam^  sed  vmU  wmpoteri*    **  It  bm^  be  restored,  hwi 
caa  neyer  be  reduced;"    Malphf  p.  506; 
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their  bats,  a  distinetion  which  the  allies  used  in  th». 
day  of  battle,  weife  mistaken  for  friead%  andluMltbiUL 
an  opportunity  tf  taking  adtiantage  by  their  disguiub 

The  Cameronian  Re^ment  appear  to  have  beeo-ift 
this  fiimous  retreat,  as  we  fin^  Lieutenant  Blaekadei' 
allilfHng  in  his  Diary,  some  years  afterwavdsy  to  hitL 
narrow  escape  at  ArscA  on  this  occasion^*"  The  sasMt. 
evening,  Prince  Yaudemont  reached  Deymse,  Bext 
day  he  marched  to  Ghent,  and  some  time  aSlmt  to. 
Brussels,  which  YiHeroi  was  preparing  to  bombacdy 
in  retaliation  for  the  attacks  of  the  English  on  tiie 
ooasts  of  France.  This  Was  a  piiece  of  cruel  and  uso^- 
lesa  vengeance.  Having  mounted  bis  batteries  wi<U 
mortars,  and  cannon  loaded  with  red-hot  balliB,  he  be^ 
gan  to  play  upon  the  city,  continuing  this  prociew* 
of  devastation  for  some  days,  wi^nrnt  intermissionru 
Churches,  convents,  public  buildings,  and  above  1500 
famuMs  were  laid  in  ruins.  The  wind  blowing  strongly, 
the  flames  spread  on  all  sides,  presenting  a  sceue  of 
deBtroction  at  once  sublime  and  terrific,  f  Prince 
Vandemont  was  encamped  on  a  neighbouring  hill^ 
and  an  eye-witness  of  this  tragedy,  but  without  the 
aldfity  either  to  prevent  or  avenge  it. 

Bfeantime  the  siege  was  carried  on  with  the  most^ 
determined  and  invincible  obstinacy  on  both  sides. 
No  eontest  since  the  b^inning  of  the  war  had  cost 
more  labour  and  expense  of  lives.     The  natural  Vtbt 


•  May  26,  1706. 
f  Tbe  iKic  de  Berwick  compares  it  to  the  burning  of  TVoy,  and  es-' 
tinuifees  the  loss  at  twenty  millions.    *'  Jamais,**  says  he,  "  on  ne  vit  un 
spectacle  plus  affreuz,  et  rien  ne  ressembloit  mieuz  a  ce  que  Ton  nou 
nconte  de  Tembrasement  de  Troye.     On  estime  que  le  dominage 
caus^  par  eet  incendie,  montoit  a  Yingt  million."    Jl^m,  torn,  i^  SO. 
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vierjr.of  the  troops  was  aided  and  increased  by  the 
methods  in  which  they  were  arranged,  being  often 
sent  to  the  assault  in  bodies  compo^  of  different 
nati^HB",  who  vied  with  each  other  in  feats  of  the  most 
desperate  courage.  This  national  rivalry  inflamed 
their  resolutions  to  a  sort  of  frenzy,  and  made  them 
appear  more  like  desperadoes  and  madmen  than  sol- 
diers. The  Scottish  and  English  infantry,  consisting 
of  thirteen  battalions,  were  detached  from  Prince 
Vaademont's  army  to  join  the  besiegers. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  the  batteries  were  opened,  and 
continued  for  six  days  to  ply  without  interruption* 
The  first  exploit  of  any  consequence  was  the  storming 
of  one  of  the  out-works,  on  a  hill  near  the  Brussels' 
Gate.   This  was  performed  by  five  battalions  of  Eng-^ 
Ush,  Scots,  and  Dutch,  under  Lord  Cutts  and  Gene- 
ral Ramsey,  in  presence  of  the  king  himself.  *     They 
iaced  the  enemy's  fire  with  great  intrepidity,  and 
after  a  sharp  action  of  two  hours,  in  which  many 
brave  men  feU,  they  obliged  them  to  abandon  the 
fortr    This  attack  was  led  by  120  fusileers,  armed^ 
and  carrying  fascines  before  them.     These  advanced 
up  to  the  very  pallisades,  where,  laying  down  their 
fescines,  they  discharged  their  muskets;  the  grenar 
diers  then  threw  in  their  grenadoe%  and  the  rest 
marching  close  behind,  presented  over  the  pallisade% 
and  poured  their  whole  ^e  \ipon  the  enemy.     This 
success  they  followed  up  instantly  by  carrying  the 
first  counterscarp,  which  they  did,  though  repulsed 
three  several  times,  and  left;  exposed  to  the  shot  from 


*  During  this  assault,  the  king  is  said  to  have  exclaimed  repeatedly 
in  a  sort  of  rapture,  **  See  my  brave  Englith  !  See  my  brave  EnglWi  I 
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the  bastion, — their  woolnsacks  and  fascines  having 
taken  foe  while  endeavouring  to  effect  a  lodgement* 
The  same  day,  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  reduced  an  im- 
portant post  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  town,  with 
very  litde  loss,  and  threw  a  bridge  over  the  Sambre. 

The' next  undertaking  was  to  drive  the  defendants 
from  their  lines  of  communication  between  the  Sambre 
and  the  Meuse,  which  would  prevent  them  from  an-^ 
noying  the  besi^ers  in  that  quarter.  This  was 
reckoned  a  matter  of  difficult  and  almost  hopeless 
execution,  as  they  )iad  a  hill  to  climb  planted  with 
caimon,  besides  those  that  could  be  made  to  bear 
upon  them  from  the  fortifications.  Yet  with  all  these 
discouragements  it  was  attempted.  Wherever  the 
officers  led,  the  soldiers  were  ready  to  follow,  as  they 
had  now  foigotten  what  fear  was.  They  made  their 
assault  with  such  hardihood,  that  they  not  only  forced 
die  besieged  from  their  lines,  but  turned  their  own 
artillelry  against  themselves. 

Ha  otder  to  etfect  a  breach  in  the  rampart  of  the 
town,  the  assailants  plied  their  batteries,  both  of  cau^^ 
non  and  mortars,  for  two  days  incessantly.  His 
Majesty  went  himself  into  the  trenches  to  give  the 
necessary  orders.  On  the  2d  of  August,  the  breach 
was  deemed  practicable,  and  Lord  Cutts,  with  400 
grenadiers,  entered,  though  several  times  repulsed^ 
and  made  such  slaughter  of  the  enemy,  who  were 
now  ^qposed  on  all  sidd^  to  the  fire  of  the  besiegers, 
that  they  were  glad^  next  day,  to  hang  out  their  white 
6agBB  a  s%nal  of  surrender.*  The  garrison  were 
permitted  two  days  to  retire  into  the  castle,  against 


*  London  Gazette,  Ralph. 
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which  the  whole  operatioiig  of  the  alUee  were  now 
directed. 

On  the  12th  of  Augost,  the  siege  of  the  castle  com- 
menced, and  for  several  days  the  assailants  continned 
their  approaches  with  aU  possible  diligence.  As  thejr 
had  now  possession  of  the  town,  thejr  were  in  a  con- 
dition to  batter  the  citadel  on  all  sides.  On  the  21st 
they  had  no  less  than  60  mortars,  and  166  pieees  of 
cannon  pointed  against  it,  as  if  tibey  intended  to  level  the 
walls,  like  those  of  Jericho,  with  one  blast.  A  gene-^ 
ral  discharge  from  all  these  batteries  was  made  at 
the  same  moment,  and  with  such  effect,  that  the  echo 
rebounded  from  the  lulls,  and  the  whole  circumfe^ 
rence  of  the  castle,  with  the  rock  on  which  it  stood^ 
seemed  to  reel  under  the  shock.  Scarcely  could  ihe 
besiegers  themselves  support  the  horrors  of  their  Mn 
experiment.  For  some  time  all  was  wveloped  ih  OQfD 
thick  cloud  of  smoke  and  dust.     In  the  interior  of  the 

I 

castle,  the  scene  of  astonishment  and  conftision  was 
indescribable.  Every  object  wore  the  face  of  rdn. 
Nothing  was  to  be  seen  save  bursting  shells,  frdctuied 
battlements,  limbs  of  men  blown  to  atoms,  and  Jiovsss 
plunging  headlong  into  the  trenches,  or  iropaliijg 
themselves  on  the  pallisades  in  their  ungoversaUtf 
fright.  Boufflers  and  the  prineipal  officers  had  found 
it  necessary  to  retire  to  the  vaults  under  graund, 
until  the  storm  had  aba^d ;  and  even  there  tibey  could 
scarcely  believe  themselves  safe,  as  despair  seemed  tot 
penetrate  to  their  lowest  caverila. 

On  the  29th,  the  garrison  were  summoned  to  capir- 
tulate,  and  time  allowed  to  prepare  their  reaolutioos, 
but  without  success,  and  hostilities  went  on.  A  de- 
tachment of  10,000  men,  divided  into  four  parties. 
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among  whieh  were  Mackay's,*  and  other  Scots  r^- 
raentSy  were  <Hrdered  to  make  four  di£Ferent  attacks  at 
enee^  with  a  Tiew  of  taking  the  castle  by  one  general 
itornu  But  this  design,  though  the  men,  as  usual^ 
•eemed  to  out-rmd  eaeh  other  in  rashness  and  impe- 
toonty,  had  only  apertial  success,  owing  to  a  mis- 
take of  the  signals,  and  a  miscalculatioii  in  timing  the 
•asanlt.  The  carnage  within  the  citadel  had  become 
ao  great,  that  the  defendants  solicited  a  truce  of  one 
day,  for  the  burial  of  their  dead,  which  was  granted. 
At  the  same  time^  they  offered  to  surrender  Fort  Cor 
horn,  and  requested  that  the  truce  might  be  prolonged 
tar  ten  days;  neither  of  which  the  besi^ers  were  dis* 
posed  to  Ikten  ta  The  garrison,  finding  no  altema- 
llfe  betweai  a  total  surrender  and  the  hazard  of 
•noiher  general  assault,  which  they  were  less  able  to 
wkhetand,  as  tiie  walls  were  broken  down  in  some 
{teees  to  Ae  eactent  of  an  English  mile,  proposed  to 
eajriitulate,  which  they  did  on  honourable  terms ;  and 
on  the  4th  of  September,  the  castle  was  evacuated  ; 
the  whole  si^e  having  lasted  nearly  two  months. 
This  sanguinary  contest  cost  the  French  nearly  10,000 
livee,  and  the  allies  many  more;  although  William 
giiined  by  Ihe  recovery  of  Namur,  more  honour  than 
he  had  lost  during  the  three  preceding  campaigns.  * 

The  following  year  produced  nothing  memorable, 
being  entirely  spent  in  feints  and  bravadoes,  so  ambi- 
guoui^  Ihat  it  was  difficult  to  know  whether  they 
were  intended  to  challenge  or  avoid  an  engagement. 
In  1697,  the  allies  lost  the  town  of  Aeth :  But  France 
was  now  so  much  embarrassed  and  reduced,  that  she 


f  JUmdon  Oasette,  JUIph^  Mem.  de  Berwick, 
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b^an  to  make  advances  towards  a  peace,  to  which 
the  Princes  of  the  Confederacy  seemed  equally  dis- 
posed. Accordingly  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  which  was 
to  suspend  all  hostilities  in  Europe,  was  oondnded  in 
October  this  year,  although,  as  it  often  h^pfpens,  Ae 
eeds  of  discord  were  planted  in  those  very  treatiea 
which  were  designed  to  secure  the  general  tranquillity. 
Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  ruinous  and  expensive 
wars  that  this  country  had  yet  been  engaged  in.  The 
enormous  levies  had  exhausted  the  public  treasures, — 
left  the  fields  uncultivated  for  want  of  hands,  and  the 
inhabitants  in  danger  of  starvation.*  The  military 
operations  of  this  period  might  have  been  passed  over 
in  silence,  but  for  the  reasons  mentioned  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  chapter.  The  subsequent  part  of  odr 
work,  which  is  to  be  compiled  from  the  Diary  and 
Letters  of  Colonel  Blackader,  will  necessarily  be  of  a 
less  general  nature,  and  more  restricted  to  bis  per^ 
sonal  history. 

*  Burnet's  Histoiy.     D^rymple*s  Memoirs,  b.  v,     Ralph, . 
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CHAPTER  VII. 


THE  DIARY. 


Peace'  Establttbnielit— Object  of  the  Diary— iCritical  Remark»*Oii 
the  diameter  and  views  of  the  Writeiw-Extracts. 

A.FTER  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  the  regular  forces  in 
England  were  reduced  to  a  standing  army  of  7000 
men ;  4000  of  which  were  horse  and  dragoons,  and 
SOOOt  in&ntry.  This  establishment  was  reckoned  by 
WiUiain  much  too  small,  considering  that  France,  by 
keeping  up  more  than  twenty-five  times  that  number, 
was  in  a  condition  to  re-commence  hostilities,  as  she 
had  done  at  the  peace  of  Nimeguen,  whenever  she 
ooight  find  it  convenient  to  infringe  tiie  treaty.*    The 

*  The  whole  of  the  British  standing  forces,  including  those  that 
continued  on  the  Continent  in  foreign  pay,  amounted  to  nearly  60,000 
men.  The  Peace  Establishment  of  Scotland  consisted  of  four  regi- 
ments, viz.  Royal  Scots  Guards,  Row's  Fusileers,  Hamilton's,  Mait- 
land's,  and  four  companies  in  garrison;  in  all  4769  men.  Ireland 
bad  a  force  of  12,000,  and  there  were  &ye  Scots  Regiments  on  the 
Dntdi  Establishment,  amounting  to  5568  men.  Vide  Hist*  of  Stand* 
ing  Armkh  SMe  Tracts  Temp.  GuL  vtA.  iii. 
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suspicious  state  of  affairs  abroad  obliged  him  to  de- 
clare his  opinion,  that  the  safety  of  Britain  required 
a  considerable  land-force,  and  to  strip  it,  from  an  ill-_ 
timed  economy,  of  its  military  defences,  was  only  giv- 
ing their  enemies  an  opportunity  of  effecting,  under 
the  notion  of  peace,  that  ruin  which  they  could  not 
accomplish  by  war.  But  the  nation,  jealous  of  their 
liberties,  looked  upon  a  standing  army  as  the  for- 
midable engine  of  davery  and  oppression.  The  par- 
liament, with  a  resolution  not  to  be  shaken  by  the 
wishes  or  entreaties  of  the  king,  disbanded  the  troops, 
not  excepting  his  favourite  Dutch  Guards,  who  had 
been  the  companions  of  his  glory  and  his  toils,  and 
the  re<yjyy;fnts  of  French  Protestant  refugees,  who  were 
attached  to  him  in  gratitude  for  their  protection. 

The  Cameronian  Regiment  was  not  disbandM^  but 
retained  on  the  Peace  Establishment.  They  appear 
to  have  continued  in  Holland  in  the  Dutch  pay^  at 
least  for  some  time^  togeth^  with  four  other  B^&kt 
Regiments,  viz.  Lauder's,  Murray's,  Collier's  md  , 
Strathnaver's,*  There  was  an  express  capitulati«i 
between  William  and  the  States  General,  by  wliioli 
the  latter  obliged  themselves  to  send  home  the  British 
troops,  whenever  the  king  should  think  -prcfper  to  rt^ 
cal  them*  In  virtue  of  this,  three  of  the  above  r^i^ 
ments,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Scots  Brigade,  w^re 
brought  over  to  Scotland,  where  they  were  retained 


•»WI^^ 


*  The  Cameronian  Regiment,  I  take,  to  be  that  known  at  this  time 
by  tiiie  naxpe  of  Ferguson's*  It  was  so,  at  leasty-i^  we  find  a  year  or 
two  after  this,  at  the  beginning  of  the  next  war.  Colonel  Fei^uson 
inost  probably  succeeded  Monro,  who  fell  at  the  battle  of  Nerwinden, 
as  his  name  appears  on  the  list  of  new  appointments  for  th^  8«bse%ue|^t 
(»unpaign.     Vi(k  Jieauram  Ordre  d€  Jffata^^flp9if-^,,  .    ;.  ^   . 
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in  the  king^s  own  pay,  tmtil  the  prospcict  of  a  rupture 
with  Franee,  in  1701,  made  their  assistance  necessary 
again  in  Holland.  *  Whether  the  Cameronian  Regi- 
ment eame  over  at  the  same  time,  I  know  not,  nor  m 
it  material ;  they  seem,  however,  to  have  been  in  Se6t- 
land  in  1701-2,  as  we  shall  find,  that  in  March  that 
year,  they  were  embarked  for  the  (Continent.  They 
were  stationed  in  garrison  at  Perth,  as  the  Writer 
of  the  Diary  mentions,  who,  by  this  time,  waa  ad* 
vaneed  to  the  rank  of  a  captain. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  Diary,  October  1700,^ 
the  Writer  was  in  London,  where  he  continued  a  year, 
detained  by  business,  partly  relative  to  his  promotion, 
and  partly  about  regimental  arrears;  as  all  officers 
who  had  legal  claims  (among  which  his  regiment  was 
one)  were  required  to  state  them  to  the  Commissioners 
ef  4ebts  due  to  the  Army.f  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  above  date  was  the  original  commencement  of  the 
Diary.  Most  probably  that  Journal  extended  to  the 
preeedii^  campaigns,  or  even  to  an  earlier  period; 
but  those  parts  of  it  have  been  lost,  and  cannot  now 
be  reeovered. 

As  the  Diary  and  Letters  are  entirely  personal,  and 
relate  almost  exclusively  to  matters  of  private  con-' 
cem,  the  reader  is  not  to  expect  from  them  much  of 
historieflil  or  extraneous  remark.  His  design  was  not 
to  write  commentaries  on  the  military  operations  in 
which  he  was  so  long  engaged,  nor  to  treasure  up  for 
the  entertainment  of  posterity,  a  boastful  catalogue  of 
hia  own  achievements;  for  no  man  was  ever  more  un- 
ambitious <rf  renown,  or  less  captivated  by  the  frivo- 


•  Tmdal's  Historj.  f  Lotidon  Gazette  1700-1. 
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lous  glory  of  a  name.  His  object  was  to  keep  a  spi- 
ritual register  of  his  experiences,— 4o  ncto  down,  day 
by  day,  the  various  phaaee  of  his  own  nmid,  d«rt  by 
eomparing  himself  with  himself,  he  might,  from  time 
to  time,  judge  of  his  progress  in  Christian  attainments. 
And  this,  I  am  persuaded,  constitutes  their  peculiar 
value.  The  actions  of  warriors  and  statesmen,  are 
matters  of  public  history  and  of  general  notoriety. 
We  know  how  battles  have  been  lost  or  won,  where 
valiant  men  have  fought  and  fallen ;  but  the  religious 
annals  of  a  soldier's  life,  the  combats  he  sustains  with 
enemies  within  himself,  and  the  victories  to  be  w<m 
over  the  corruptions  of  his  own  heart,  are  of  compa- 
ratively rare  occurrence. 

As  these  papers  were  never  intended  to  see  the 
light,  they  may  be  reckoned  to  exhibit  a  faithful  tran- 
script of  the  writer's  sentiments,— a  fair  unvarnished 
image  of  his  thoughts.  They  present  to  our  view  a 
faith  kept  in  lively  and  habitual  exercise, — a  devotion 
glowing  with  uncommon  ardour,  and  intensity,  and 
engaging  aU  the  aflfectionB  on  the  side  of  religion. 
They  shew  us  piety,  flourishing  under  circumstances 
deemed  the  most  hostile  and  unpropitious  to  its  growth. 
They  unfold  a  character,  marked  by  a  singular  ex- 
emption from  the  prevailing  immoralities, — a  blame- 
lessness  of  conduct,  exemplary  in  any  profession,  but 
more  remarkable  when  found  in  situations  where  mo- 
deration in  vice  may  be  accounted,  in  some  d^ree,  a 
mediocrity  of  virtue. 

Though  no  outward  condition,  however  adverse, 
can  be  reckoned  altogether  incompatil^le  with  the 
duties  of  religion  and  morality,  yet  some  are  more 
unfavourable  to  their  cultivation  than  otiiers^     Of 
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these,  the  army  has  always  been  held  as  one.  There 
the  mind  has  often  little  relish,  and  little  vaeancy  for 
serioiis  thov^hts.  The  hurry  and  tumult  of  action, 
leave  no  room  for  their  entertainment.  The  momenta 
of  interval  are  too  apt  to  be  filled  up  with  levity,  riot, 
•or  debauchery.  The  uncertainties  and  vicissitudes  of 
events,  distract  and  indispose  men  for  calm  and  sober 
r^lection.  The  pomp  and  parade  t>f  War,  dazzle  their 
imaginations  with  £Eilse  charms,  and  misplace  their 
affections  on  improper  objects.  The  ambition  of  rising 
to  £Eune  or  fortune,-~of  rivalling  the  glory  of  illus- 
trious actions,  while  it  excites  Uiem  by  more  impe- 
tuous motives  than  those  of  religion,  tends  at  the 
same  time  to  inspire  a  certain  disdain  for .  the  Chris- 
tian  character,  as  inadequate  to  these  sublime  and 
noble  pursuits,  and  not  calculated  to  make  a  figure 
'on  the  stage  of  the  world,  by  possessing  so  little  to 
attract  external  notice.  Many  thus  argue  themselves 
into  a  foolish  and  groundless  contempt  for  religion, 
M  if  it  were  something  mean  and  despicable,  that 
checks  die  ardour  of  heroism,  and  chills  every  gene- 
rous emotion  of  the  soul.  And  hence  it  is,  that  the 
•portraits  of  heathen  conquerors,  or  even  the  achieve- 
ments of  a  &bulous  hero,  will  stand  higher  in  their 
.esteem  end  admiration,  then  all  the  magnanimity  of 
Christian  martyrs,  or  the  most  shining  and  sublime 
moral  virtues  that  ever  adorned  human  nature. 

But  perhaps  the  greatest  enemy  to  piety,  and  the' 
most  formidable  obstacle  it  has  to  encounter,  are  those 
criming  amusem^its  and  licentious  pleasures  to  which 
a  military  life,  more  than  any  other,  is  exposed,  and 
which  are  not  attended  in  that  profession  with  the 
«inie  iufomy  and  disgrace,  tiiat  public  opinion  has 
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stamped  upon  them  in  civil  Bociety.  Amidst  all  the 
Tigour  of  military  discifdine,  there  is  ofiben  a  lament- 
able deficiency  of  moral  controL  And  when  the  re- 
straints of  fear  and  shame  are  removed,  the  pasBions 
become  more  ungovernable.  The  contagion  spreads 
by  example;  and  many  are  carried  away  with  the 
.guilty  crowd,  from  the  dread  of  affected  singularity, 
or  the  hopelessness  of  stemming  the  universal  torrent 
of  em>r  and  corruption.  They  are  content  to  resign 
the  glory  of  an  honourable  opposition,  from  tte  uf. 
prehension  of  incurring  an  ideal  reproach,— to  pre£ar 
the  fleeting  and  frivolous  satisfactions  of  a  mmnent, 
to  the  more  solid  and  durable  felicities  of  a  virtuous 
abstinence. 

The  extracts  which  wp  shall  lay  before  die  reader, 
will  exhibit  a  character,  in  every  respect  the  reveise 
of  this  general  portraiture ;  the  character  of  oi|e  who 
had  the  courage  to  be  singular;  whose  principles  were 
proof  against  the  seduction  of  example,— the  tyranny 
of  custom, — and  the  terror  of  ridicule.  So  &r  from 
running  himself  into  fashionable  vices,  or  countenaofr- 
ing  them  in  others,  we  find  him,  at  all  times,  their 
avowed  and  determined  enemy.  If  he  did  not  «1- 
vmys  signify  his  disapprobation  in  formal  reproofs,  he 
shewed  it  by  his  example;  his  habitual  seriousness  and 
sobriety  being  a  constant  rebuke  on  the  profligate*and 
intemperate. 

Theprevailing  cast  of  Colonel  Blackader's  mind  was 
singularly  devout  and  spiritual.  His  purest  delights 
were  in  the  duties  and  ordinances  of  religion,  and  he 
embraced  every  opportunity  of  being  engaged  in  them. 
His  intervals  of  business  were  generally  filled  up 
with  usefiol  reading,  or  company,  when  it  could  be 
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proofured,  from  which  he  could  reap  some  improve-- 
ment;  and  he  dedicated  a  portion  of  every  day  to 
prayer  and  meditation.  These  duties  he  never  al- 
lowed to  be  intermpted  by  the  most  urgent  and  press- 
ing emergencies.  On  fatiguing  marches,  at  the  post 
of  cmnmand,  or  in  the  heat  dP  action,  he  could  snatch 
a  minnent  to  hold  communion  with  the  Father  €( 
S^^ts.  To  him,  no  station  seemed  incompatible  vrith 
maintaining  this  intercourse,  and  no  circumstances  so 
straitened,  where  the  virtues  .and  graces  of  the  Chris- 
tian life  had  not  room  for  exercise.  Every  where, 
Ilia  devotion  could  find  for  itself  a  temple  and  an 
altar ;  in  the  camp^  in  the  closet,  or  in  the  fields.  It 
was  his  custom  to  spend  an  occasional  hour  in  medi- 
tative retirement,  and  he  would  frequently  st^  from 
boada  and  observation,  to  some  sequestered  walk;  ol* 
the  a<^tary  banks  of  a  river,  where  he  could  enjoy, 
unmolested,  the  benefits  of  contemplation  and  reflec- 
tion. Sometimes  he  would  visit  the  field  of  battle  on 
the  evening  after  an  engagement,  to  moralize  among 
heaps  of  slaughter,  and  ''  get  a  preaching,"^  as  he  ex- 
presses, it,  ^'  from  the  silent  dead." 

These  habits  and  sentiments  may  probably  be  de- 
rided by  some,  and  stigmatized  as  enthusiastical  fan- 
ciee,  or  the  reveries  of  a  gloomy  and  mistaken  piety. 
To  the  gay,  the  thoughtless,  and  the  dissipated,  it  may 
appear  that  he  carried  his  abstinence  from  those 
amusements  and  recreations,  which  are  thought  harm- 
less, because  they  are  fashionable,  to  an  unnecessary 
aztreme;  that  he  affected- a  strictness  and  precision, 
not  only  ridiculous  in  his  profession,  but  apt  to  create 
anors  and  miaconceptions  of  religion,  as  if  it  were  an 
enemy  ta  all  cheerfulness,  fit  only  for  men  of  dark 
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unsocial  tempers,  who  shun  companionship  with  the 
world,  and  betake  themselves  to  melancholy  soUtudes, 
4>r  the  practice  of  rigid  austerities.  None,  however,  I 
am  persuaded,  will  entertain  such  on  opinion  who 
have  any  relish  for  personal  devotion,  or  have  felt  the 
pleasures  which  spring  from  piety  and  virtue, — plear 
nures  which  the  world  cannot  give,  and  which  strangers 
never  intermeddle  with. 

Were  they,  who  thus  censure  and  condemn,  mcxre 
conversant  with  religion,  and  more  deeply  imbned 
with  a  sense  of  its  importance,  they  would  see  abun- 
dant reas<NQ  to  think  otherwise,  and  to  judge  more 
£eivourably,  even  of  the  pious  excesses  of  good  mta, 
whose  souls  are  purified,  warmed,  and  inspu-ed  with 
heavenly  affections.  Profligates  and  infidels  are  not 
the  persons  best  qualified  to  fix  the  just  boundaries  cf 
morality, — ^to  decide  between  sinful  compliances  on 
the  one  hand,  and  an  overstrained  scrupulosity  on  die 
other.  They  are  not  only  unacquainted  with  its 
principles,  but  from  their  mode  of  life,  have  con- 
tracted  habits  and  prejudices  that  unfit  them  for  judg^ 
ing  with  candour,  or  drawing  an  impartial  compari- 
son. Hence  all  actions  and  pursuits,  more  rigid  than 
their  own,  they  brand  with  the  name  of  enthusiasm, 
or  some  term  denoting  a  stiff  and  puritanical  cast  of 
deportment. 

This  is  a  very  common  practice,  althoiigh  the  term 
is  but  vaguely  understood,  and  often  very  erroneously 
applied.  Many  use  the  word  enthusiast  or  /cmatie  as 
an  epithet  of  reproach,  without  being  able  to  attach 
to  it  any  definite  signification,  or  knowing  what  kind 
of  people  are  comprehended  in  the  aspersion ;  and  if 
jnterrc^ated  for  an  explanation,  or  to  state  their  own 
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ideas  upon  the  subject,  we  would  find  them  often 
ridiculously  at  a  loss  to»give  a  determinate  answer. 
They  cannot  tell  exactly  what  ingi;edients  must  go  to 
oonslitute  an  enthusiast,  or  what  degree  of  precision 
will  entitle  a  man. to  that  appellation.  But  they 
fiist^i  it  in  general,  without  troubling  themselves  to 
inquire  into  its  meaning  or  a}^licability,  on  any  who 
shew  an  extraordinary  veneration  for  religion,  or  who 
are  distinguished  for  ihe  strictness  of  their  principles, 
and  the  severity  of  their  manners.  If  these  are  the 
odious  characteristics  of  an  enthusiast, — ^if  he  is  ob- 
noxious to  that  reproach,  who  fears  an  oath,  and  is 
offended  at  indecent  speedies, — ^who  reverences  the 
laws  of  God,  and  strives  to  r^ulate  his  walk  and  con- 
versation by  them, — ^who  acts  at  all  times  under  a 
full  and  sensible  impression  of  the  Divine  presence, 
ag{Hiring  after  a  nobler  reputation  than  the  esteem  of 
men,  and  cherishing  a  contempt  for  the  pleasures  and 
vanities  of  the  world,  in  proportion  as  faith  reveals 
more  nearly  the  pure  and  endless  felicities  of  heaven ; 
then  it  may  be  affirmed,  more  to  his  glory  than  his 
shame,  that  the  Writer  of  the  Diary  was  an  enthusiast. 
His  character,  however,  cannot  be  held  up  as  a 
fiuiltless  model,  worthy  of  indiscriminate  praise,  or 
unqualified  imitation.  He  had  infirmities  that  ought 
to  be  pitied;  failings  that  cannot  be  too  carefully 
avoided ;  and  erroneous  views  that  every  sound  judg- 
ment will  mark  with  reprehension.  Of  his  faults  and 
infirmities,  he  was  himself  very  sensible,  and  none 
eould  lament  or  condemn  them  more  strongly  than 
he  has  done.  The  restraints  he  imposed  upon  him- 
self in  conversation,  made  him,  at  times,  appear  defi- 
cient in  cheerfulness  and  sociality.    His  constitutional 
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pronenees  to  melaneholy  or  depression  of  spirits,  gave 
a  dark  tinge  to  the  current  of  his  thoiights,  and  led 
him  sometimes  to  form  mistaken  conclusions  on  die 
state  of  his  own  mind.  Of  the  tendency  of  this  dis- 
ease, he  was  fidly  aware,  though  not  sufficiently  care^ 
fnl  to  distinguish  its  operations ;  hence  he  frequently 
mistook  its  effects  as  symptoms  of  i^iritual  desertion, 
or  the  hidings  of  his  Father's  countenance.  But  the 
liveliness  of  his  faith,  and  the  powerful  influences  of 
religion,  tended,  in  a  great  measure,  to  correct  the 
effects  of  this  habitual  dejection,  which,  in  him,  was  » 
malady  of  the  body,  rather  than  of  the  mind« 

With  some  who  are  of  weaker  faith,  and  less  forti- 
fied  by  the  aids  and  comforts  of  the  Holy  SfMt,  this 
distemper  rises  to  a  most  distressing  height,  and 
makes  its  unhappy  victims  truly  miseraUe.  It  633b 
their  terrified  imagination  with  dismal  images  and 
apprehensions,  perplexes  their  reason  with  doubts  and 
disquietudes,  and  overspreads  the  whole  soul  with 
cloudy,  and  darkness,  and  tempest.  It  eclipseiii  all 
their  brightest  hofe^  of  futurity,  and  environs  the  , 
throne  of  Mercy  itself  with  a  mist  of  discouraging 
fears.  From  these  gloomy  and  desponding  misgiv- 
ings,  the  Author  of  the  Diary  was  wholly  exempt.  In 
spite  of  his  infirmity,  he  enjoyed  the  greatest  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  mind.  It  had  no  effect  in  darken- 
ing or  deranging  his  views  ot  Divine  Providence,  $1^ 
though  it  frequently  made  him  querulous  and  dissatis- 
fied with  himself.  It  is  no  doubt  the  characteristio  of 
a  true  Christian,  to  strive  after  higher  measiares  of 
perfection,  and  not  to  rest  contented  with  present  at- 
tainments ;  yet  a  fretful  anxiety,  a  perpetual  dissatis- 
faetion  with  ourselves,  is  certainly  culpaMe.     If  wm 
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ttxart  Qur  utmost,  and  make  the  best  use  of  the  means 
jnt  in  oiur  power,  there  can  be  no  reason  for  distress- 
ing af^rohttisions  about  the  ccmsequences. 

But  there  is  another  mistake,  (perhaps,  however, 
an  enov  of  the  times,  as  much  as  of  the  man)  that 
runs  tiirough  the  papers  of  Colonel  Blackader,  and 
that  is,  his  sentiments  in  regard  to  pirayer,*— the  encour- 
agements to  it, — and  the  effects  he  expected  to  result 
from  it.  If  at  any  time  he  felt  in  this  duty  a  warmer 
edge  upon  his  zeal,-*«  particular  satis&ction  and  en- 
largement of  mind,  he  seemed  disposed  to  interpret  it 
as  a  sure  mark  of  tibe  diyine  approbation,  and  the 
ocmsequent  acceptability  of  hia  petitions*  On  the  con- 
ttary^  if  he  felt  any  peculiar  dejection  or  difficulty  of 
ei^rasaion,  he  was  apt  to  attribute  it  to  a  withdraw- 
ing of  the  Diving  ipid — a  temporary  desertion  of  the 
Hdy  Spirit^  This,  to  say  the  least,  is  a  very  Mible 
coterion*  Fmnes  and  feelings  alone^  are  no  indica* 
tion  that  our  prayers  are  either  rational  or  acceptable^ 
fmd  ought  to  be  regarded  with  a  salutary  distrust. 
These  accidental  elevations  and  depressions  have  no 
veoessary  connexion  with  the  operations  of  the  Spirit ; 
much  less  can  they  be  construed  into  imdoubted  symp-» 
ixmis  0I  feyour  or  disapprobation*  Encouragement 
and  success  are  to  be  derived,  exclusively,  through 
the  intercession  <^  Christ,  and  the  promises  of  Scrip-* 
tare,  that  if  we  ask  any  thin|^^  according  to  the  will 
cf  God,  he  hearetii  us. 

It  is  also  an  error  to  imagine,  as  the  Writer  of 
the  Diary  sometimes  has  done,  that  answers  to  our 
prayers  will  be  returned  either  by  secret  intimations, 
or  by  ^raible  and  external  expressions.  There  certainly 
m$  mi  always  has  been,  a  very  strong  and  general 
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propensity  in  mankind^  not  only  to  solicit  direction 
from  heaven  in  cases  of  doubt  and  uncertainty,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  necessary  and  becoming 
to  weak  and  erring  mcnrtals,  but  to  expect  or  require 
some  eyidence  or  token  symptomatica]  of  their  requests 
being  granted;  such  were  the  fleeces  of  Gideon;  the 
experiment  of  Abram's  servant  at  the  well  of  Nahor ; 
and  other  instances  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament. 
But  they  who  would  now  entertain  such  expectations^ 
seem  to  have  forgot  that  the  age  of  oracles  and  won- 
ders has  ceased;  that  signs  and  miracles  made  a  part 
of  the  Jewish  Economy,  wher^  men  were  indulged 
with  supernatural  directions  and  intimations,  and  per^ 
mitted,  for  their  special  instruction,  to  hold  immediate 
consultation  with  heaven,  through  the  rude  inter- 
4H>urBe  of  visible  and  material  piymbols. 

The  Christian  dispensation  has  introduced  a  eom^ 
munion  altogether  sprituaL     It  is  manifestly  wrong 
to  hope  that  God  will,  on  our  account,  or  by  tiiefonoe 
of  our  importunities,  reverse  the  established  <Nrder  of 
his  providence,  or  cause  a  sudden  and  simultaneous 
concurrence  of  different  events,  in  order  to  produce 
the  effect  we  desire.     Even  those  who  think  answen 
to  prayer  may  be  conveyed  mentally,  by  secret  impul- 
ses,  or  internal  convictions,  ought  cooly  and  candidly 
to  examine  whether  these  impressions  have  any  good 
foundatiou, — ^whether  they  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the 
agency  of  the  Spirit,  or  produced  by  the  natural  and 
ordinary  operations  of  their  own  minds.     The  most 
Mber  and  rational  course  we  can  pursue,  is  to  refer 
the  issue  of  our  petitions  entirely  to  the  wisdom  of 
the  Divine  Being.     We  are  incompetent  judges  jof 
what  is  most  befitting  to  ourselves,  and  apt  to  minf^ 
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our  f<d]i66  and  our  passicMifl  with  our  wants.  To  have 
oar  wishes  ab|N>lutely  fulfilled,  might  often  prove  rui- 
nous, or  rashness  in  the  extreme.  This  ought  to 
teach  us  to  moderate  our  anxieties  about  futurity,  and 
to  leave  the  issue  of  contingent  events  to  Him  who  alone 
can  know  the  propriety  or  the  expediency  of  granting 
our  requests. 

-  There  are  also,  in  Colonel  Blackader's  papers,  some 
other  misconceptions  in  regard  to  interpreting  certain 
promises  and  passages  of  Scripture ;  as  if,  in  addition 
to  tiieir  original  and  literal  import,  they  had  a  secret 
and  mysterious  application  to  himself.  Upon  this 
slender,  and  it  may  be,  erroneous  analogy,  he  would 
sometimes  build  his  hopes  and  consolations,  or  form 
his  resolutions  in  difficult  or  particular  steps  of  con- 
duct. These,  however,  and  some  of  tiie  other  misap- 
pr^ensioiis  into*  which  he  has  fallen,  are  the  less  to 
•be  wondered  at,  considering  the  prevailing  religious 
sentiments  of  the  times  in  which  he  was  educated. 
They  were  parts  of  a  theolo^cal  system,  which  many 
good  men  regarded  with  implicit  veneration,  and  from 
which,  it  is  not  surprising,  if  his  mind  had  not  alto? 
gether  emancipated  itself;  and  it  would  be  an  invi- 
dious distinction,  to  censure  in  him  those  mistakes 
and  imperfections  which  were  systematical,  and  have 
been  found  in  characters  of  the  calmest  temperament, 
and  the  most  unaffected  piety.  . 
■  Those  who  may  feel  disposed  to  deride  or  reprir 
mand,  we  ^  would  beg  to  keep  in  mind,  that  the  papers 
now  laid  before  them,  were  not  originally  intended 
toir  public  inspection.  They  are  tiie  private  registers 
of  an  individual,  unfolding  his  mind  without  disguise 
or  re^orve,  drawing  aside  the  <nirtain)  as  it  were^  and 
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disclosing  the  inmost  recesses  of  his  thoughts.  Tliis 
consideration,  while  it  does  not  preclude  the  liberty  of 
pointing  out  errors,  renders  them  an  unfair  subject  of 
animadversion ;  and  it  would  be  ungenerous  to  drag 
forth  the  weaknesses  of  any  man,  for  the  single  pur- 
pose of  exposing  theufi)  or  rake  up  his  peaceful  ashes 
in  quest  of  food,  for  a  captious  and  malevolent  cri- 
ticism. And  notwithstanding  these  strictures,  there 
are,  in  Colonel  Blackader's  papers,  innumerable  traits 
of  manly  independent  thinking— -of  a  mind  rising 
above  the  prejudices  of  education,  and  disentangling 
itself  from  the  trammels  of  peculiar  creeds  and  sys- 
tems. His  intercourse  with  others,  and  his  opi* 
nions  about  religion,  savoured  extremely  little  of  that 
intolerance,  still  prevalent  in  his  time,  and  which  eon- 
tiamed  to  operate  long  after  it  had  been  proscribed^ 
ana  put  cWn  by  ftetfl  .6f  th(&  legislature.  It  is  mm 
timC)  however,  to  lay  befo)*e  the  reader  a  few  extracts 
^on^  these  papers,  that  he  may  be  able  to  form  his 
own  sentiments ;  and  it  may  safely  be  left  to  his  own 
#andid  judgment  to  discriminate  between  what  hd 
ought  to  avoid,  and  what  he  should  be  emulous  to 
imitate, — between  what  is  according  to  pure  undefiled 
religion,  and  what  is  inconsistent  with  it. 

That  part  of  the  Diary  which  refers  to  the  Writer's 
stay  in  London,  and  subsequently  with  his  regiment 
in  Scotland,  before  it  was  embarked  a  second  time  for 
Flanders,  contains  little  allusion  to  political  or  public 
transactions.  It  is  limited,  chiefly,  to  his  own  feel- 
ings and  experiences,  and  gives  a  fair  undisguised 
representation  of  a  humble  and  watchful  Christian, 
lamenting  the  infirmities  of  his  temper,  and  the  mntar 
]bi)ity  of  his  frame;  sensible  of  tiie  d^eneracy  of  bJA 
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heart,  and  stm^ling  to  be  delivered  from  the  bon-' 
dage  of  Gorruptioii. 

October^  1700.  I  complam,  that  though  well  di-* 
rooted  in  businees,  better  than  could  be  expected,  yet 
I  am  not  thankful.  CbUgrined  at  my  natural  temper ; 
my  spirit  too  sensual,  triOing,  and  carnal.  Occ«h 
aonally  fidling  into  temptation  and  ill  company,  then 
blaming  my  want  of  zeal  and  resolution.  My  life  is 
a  struggle,  as  it  were,  between  £Edth  and  corrupt  na-^ 
tore — a  combat,  in  which  sometimes  strengthenii^ 
grace  prevails,  sometimes  earthly  affections  and  senr 
sual  appetites  gain  ground,  yet  partly  involuntary. 

Nimember.  Dejected  and  dissatisfied  with  myself, 
the  more  from  my  retiredness  and  want  of  settled  em* 
ployment.  I  am  sensible  of  this  my  infirmity.  Soli^ 
tode  is  the  nursery  of  melancholy.  Tried  to  divert  it 
by  amusement,  and  as  a  frolicksome  experiment,  went 
to  see  a  comedie.  More  convinced  of  the  foUy  and 
mmity  of  worldly  pleasures.  Fajith  is  the  best  remedy, 
bat  too  litttle  used.  The  soul  immersed  in  sense, 
loosea  its  spiritual  bias,  and  neglects  to  fetch  new  sup^ 
j^bes  of  grace  from  Christ.  My  resolution  is,  to  live 
inor^  by  faith,  and  converse  less  with  carnal  and 
woddly  men.  This  places  me,  as  it  were,  between 
Soylla  and  Charybdis ;  too  much  company  dissipates 
the  mind,  and  gives  it  an  earthly  sett ;  too  much  re^ 
tizement  from  company  and  conversation,  sours  the 
temper,  makes  it  morose,  chagrined,  unsociaL  Me- 
lancholy is  no  friend  to  grace,  and  a  great  eneiny  to 
idigion. 

Deoember.    Instead  of  a  lively  frame,  I  often  feel  a 
and  heaviness  through  Unbelief.    Though 
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serious,  I  am  not  religious ;  though  caliii,  not  spin- 
tuaL  Sensual  appetites,  and  vain  imaginations  usurp 
the  place  of  heavenly  affections.  Corruptions  which 
I  thought  subdued  or  extirpated,  had  only  retreated 
into  a  comer  of  the  heart,  where  they  gather  strength, 
and  sally  forth  anew ;  but,  through  grace,  they  shall 
be  ccmquered.  I  see  if  I  could  rely  more  on  Christ 
Affte  would  -be  more  contentment,  more  peace  and 
laranquillity  of  mind,  even  in  outward  troubles.  On 
Sabbath,  I  was  cheered  and  comforted  by  the  joy 
which  a  sure  interest  in  the  Saviour  gives:  In  the 
evening,  I  had  one  of  the  sweetest  visits,  the  most 
sensible  communion  with  him,  I  think,  I  ever  expe- 
ri^iced.  I  was  admitted,  as  it  were,  to  .draw  aside 
the  veil,  and  look  into  heaven,  and  would  have  been 
content  to  have  been  dissolved  that  instant.  O  that 
I  were  in  such  circumstances  in  the  world  !  wherein, 
free  from  the  hurry  of  businessj  and  the  cares  of  this 
life,  I  might  serve  my  God,  and  enjoy  sweet  commu- 
nion with  him.  The  world  is  not  my  element.  I  am 
like  a  stranger  in  a  far  country,  an  exile  chained  to 
his  oar.  I  do  not  ask  to  be  taken  from  the  world,  I 
only  beg  to  be  found  in  my  duty,  and  that  I  may  have 
counsel  to  conduct,  and  grace  to  devote  myself  .Uj  the 
service  of  God ;  and  if  he  have  any  use  for  me  eith|$r 
to  act  or  suffer,  here  I  am,  but  my  warfare  must  be 
at  his  charges.  .  :  . 

January, .  1701.  Resolution,  at  the  oommencemeisit 
6f  a  new  year,  to  improve  my  time  more  for  th^  glory 
of  God,  and  the  working  out  of  my  own  salvation. 
But,  alas  !  soon  forgot;  time  trifled  away  by-  foolish 
and  idle  amusements.  I  know  I  am  censured,  by 
many  aB  stingy  and  inconversible,  because  I  keep  so 
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lilde  company,  and  seldom  mix  in  conversation.  Bnt 
when  I  do  keep,  company,  such  as  my  business  is  with, 
ah  1,  it  is  dear  bought.  A  careless  unthinking  temper 
grows  upon  the  soul.  Grace  wastes  as  water  through 
a  neve,  and  as  a  spark  of  fire  is  stifled  by  throwing  it 
into  a  river ;  so  is  grace  by  ill  company.  Let  foolish 
men  snarl  and  say  what  they  will,  I'll  converse  ihore 
wiih  God,  and  less  with  the  world.  There  the  fieuicy 
and  imagination  are  easily  corrupted :  and  these  are 
the  door  whereby  most  sin  is  let  into  the  souL  They 
are  the  faculties  wherein  grace  last  enters,  and  is 
longest  in  sanctifying. 

I  am  surprised  at  the  odd  composition  of  my  own 
heart:  Heaven,  earth,  and  hell,  seem  to  make  up  the 
mixture.  In  the  renewed  part,  I  delight  in  holiness ; 
but  I  find  another  law  in  my  members,  warring 
against  the  law  of  my  mind,  and  bringing  me  into 
captivity  to  sin.  I  know,  in  general,  that  I  ought  to 
make  u£ie  of  Jesus  Christ,  yet  when  it  comes  to  the 
push,  I  neglect  to  employ  him.  When  the  Spirit  of 
God  shines  upon  his  own  work  in  the  soul,  then  faith 
is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world,  and  may  rather  be 
cdled  sense ;  but  when  that  light  is  withdrawn,  then 
fidth-  must  tug  against  wind  and  tide,  by  pleading  pro- 
misee, remembering  former  experiences,  and  drawing 
ooDsequebces  from  them.  Mine,  I  am  afraid,  is  but 
a  fresh  weather  belief,  and  has  never  yet  been  in  any 
gneat  storm.  It  is  like  a  weak  anchor,  that  slips  in 
the  least  gale.  Lord,  increase  and  strengthen  it,  that 
anxiety,  fear,  and  distrust  may  be  excluded.  If  under 
outward  troubles,  I  might  have  inward  peace  and 
supplies  of  grace,  proportionably  as  trouble  is  laid  on, 
Iflhould  be  so  far  from  fretting,  that  I  skoxiid  "^w] 
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fbr  afflietkm ;  bnt  my  miseiy  i%  under  outward 
treflses,  fidth  gives  way ;  and  who  can  bear  afflietioit 
without,  and  darkness  within  ?  I  foresee  storms  are 
gathering,  but  I  have  a  refuge  to  fly  unto,  where 
I  shall  be  safe*  C!ome  death,  come  life,  let  him  do 
with  me  what  seemeth  good.  It  is  my  request,  thtA 
I  may  be  found  in  a  righteous  cause,  and  out  of  all 
evil)  and  all  appearance  of  evil,  because  of  my  pre* 
feudon,  and  because  of  wicked  men.  I  bless  God 
for  all  his  providences,  and  that  he  keeps  ikie  out  of 
temptation. 

Febnuzry.  I  observe,  that  as  iH  company  stifles 
and  dispels  grace,  so  good  company  helps  to  refresh 
and  revive  it ;  and  there  is  a  Uessing  in  the  society  of. 
some ;  it  tends  to  my  spiritual  improvement.  But  I 
have  a  weak  side,  and  am  often  vexed  at  my  easiness 
in  yielding  to  silly  tempations.  And  really  it  is  very 
difficult  for  a  man  to  Hve  in  this  age,  if  he  be  not 
mCHre  or  less  double  and  knavish.  Hypocrisy  is  a  kind 
dT  self-defence,-— an  armour  which  the  world  fo^rtim 
him  reluctantly  to  put  on.  This  keeps  my  mind  in 
a  prison,  in  straits  fetters  than  i£  my  body  wtel^  in 
irons ;  for  what  I  hate  in  my  soul,  I  am  compdled  10 
seem  to  like,  for  fear  of  being  thought  di^gular.  t 
dare  neither  go  along  with  the  world,  nor  manlillfy' 
oppose  it.  My  conscience  hinders  me  from  dmig^tto 
one, — a  timorous  spirit  a  want  of  grace  and  eo«MglBf 
from  doing  the  other.  I  think  I  know  B<miiMmgi4 
the  way  of  the  worlds  but  for  my  lifis,  I  cannntrptM^ 
tise  it.  When  I  retire  from  it,  I  aD!i>  ha{^-  and  ihft 
of  comfort ;  when  I  enter  it  again^  I  am  mibexcMlk^ 
Lord,  let  my  desires  be  singly  and  intifttiseLy  aftet  tfcM^ 
aitme.    O  unite  my  heart  to^  h>ve  thee,  to  dd^bitr  aieti^ 
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in  thee.  The  whole  stream  of  my  affections  is  too 
weak ;  ah  !  why  then  do  I  divide  it  into  earthly  chan- 
nels ?  I  involve  myself  in  other's  sin,  by  my  silence  in 
not  witnessing  against  it.  Dl  company  is  my  greatest 
torment;  and  suppose  there  were  neither  loss  nor 
pain  in  hell,  I  could  not  endure  to  live  there  for  the 
sin  and  blasphemy  in  it.  I  am  sure  I  love  God,  but 
alas  !  I  want  zeal  to  vindicate  his  honour  when  it  is 
reviled  and  evil  spoken  of  among  men.  And  yet  I 
know  I  could  cheerfully  venture  my  life  against  his 
enemies,  and  in  giving  a  public  testimony  to  his  cause. 
O  may  he  graciously  pardon  me  and  sanctify  me, 
and  restore  to  me  the  joy  of  his  salvation. 

MjOTch.  Hindered  all  day  by  business,  from  re- 
tiring to  seek  communion  with  Christ,  whereby  I 
have  missed  my  wonted  supply  and  recruit  of  com- 
forty  and  in  consequence,  am  dull,  heavy,  and  de- 
jected. About  twelve  at  night,  I  got  my  liberty,  and 
poured  out  my  soul  before  him ;  the  weight  imme- 
diately fell  off  my  back,  and  I  was  sensibly  relieved. 
But,  allis !  I  live  with  Christ  as  I  live  with  mankind, 
reservedly,  coldly,  and  too  much  like  a  stranger.  I 
come  to  him  by  set  and  solemn  approaches,  but  in  the 
intervals  I  forget  him.  I  neglect  to  depend  and  trust 
in  him.  Whatsover  one  loves  well  he  thinks  often 
<Hi  ity.  and  will  not  let  it  slip  from  his  memory.  I 
oomplain  that  the  habit  of  my  mind  is  not  so  spiritual 
as  it  ought  to  be ;  I  should  hunger  and  thirst  moro 
after  righteousness,  send  up  warmer  desires,  and  more 
freqndnt  longings  for  it.  I  know  not  how  other 
Christians  find  it,  who  mingle  in  the  world ;  but  I 
moat  confess,  the  restraints  I  am  obliged  to  put  on 
mya^  destroy  my  comfort,  and  make  life  b\a4L«iv- 


158  LIFE  OF  COL.  BLACKADER.  CHAP.  Til. 

some.  To  me  it  appears  that  the  world's  way  of  liv- 
ing, and  a  Christian's  living  by  fidth,  are  directly  at 
antipodes^-diametricaUy  opposite  to  each  other.  I 
cannot  converse  or  do  business  in  the  world,  without 
being  a  considerable  loser  in  happmess  and  religion. 
This  makes  me  often  appear  deficient  in  frankness 
and  cheerfulness ;  it  quite  eats  out  and  corrodes  any 
thing  that  is  agreeable  or  gay  in  my  natural  temper. 
My  sabbaths,  I  fear,  are  not  rightly  sanctified,  ordi- 
nances not  properly  improven.  Sensible  of  this  dur^ 
ing  all  the  time  of  public  worship.  In  the  evening, 
I  returned  home  sorrowful  and  dejected.  I  went  to 
my  knees,  my  soul  filled  with  shame,  himiility,  and 
contrition;  then  was  I  helped  to  cleave  to  Christ 
Jesus  for  pardon  and  for  grace.  Then  the  mountain 
of  sin,  sorrow,  and  desertion  was  removed,  and  joy 
began  to  flow  in.  Then  it  was  but  a  little,  and  I 
found  him  whom  my  soul  loved.  I  held  him,  and 
would  not  let  him  go,  till  the  cloud  had  passed  away, 
and  peace  made  up  firmer  than  ever. 

JpriL  It  is  my  grief  that  I  cannot  more  keep  up 
a  devotional  frame  and  habit  of  soul  through  all  my 
time  and  all  my  business,  for  there  is  no  profession 
but  may  be  adorned  by  the  beauty  of  holiness— no 
turn  of  business  so  quick,  but  that  I  might  send  up 
an  express  about  it,  tuad  receive  im  answer.  My 
faith  ebbs  and  flows,  sensual  desires  MmetHnes  pre- 
vailing. Gun-powder  does  not  more  suddenly  tiaA 
up  when  a  spark  of  fire  falls  upon  it,  than  corruption, 
when  Satan  throws  in  his  fiery  darts.  But  I  find  to 
my  unspeakable  comfort,  when  I  sin,  I  have  an  Advo- 
cate with  the  Father.  I  regret  that  my  conversatioii 
and  discourse  is  so  idle^  trifling,  and  unprofitaMe»    It 
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answers  no  solid  purpose  when  the  company  is  not 
made  better  by  it.  I  should  always  be  mixing  some* 
thing  that  may  edify  in  my  discourse,  to  make  people 
&11  in  love  with  the  ways  of  holiness. 

M(xy.  What  ups  and  downs  I  have  in  my  life, 
jnst  as  God  shines  or  hides  his  £eu%.  One  day  I  lie 
grovelling  in  the  earth ;  another,  sunk  in  darkness  and 
despondency;  a  third,  my  soul  is  lifted  up  to  heaven, 
and  dwells,  as  it  were,  on  the  mount  with  Grod. 
Though  outwardly  I  may  appear  with  a  dark  side  to 
the  world,  yet  I  have  much  secret  joy  and  sweet  com- 
munion which  they  know  not  of,  neitlier  can  they 
give.  I  dare  not  converse  with,  or  haunt  that  com- 
pany which  the  world  calls  good  and  genteel.  I 
think  no  graceless,  debauched  company  can  be  good 
or  genteel,  be  they  of  ever  so  great  quality.  Perhiqps 
this  wrongs  my  reputation  among  fitshionable  people ; 
bat  I  value  not  their  opinion.  I  think  those  men  who 
are  reckoned  the  best  here  in  London,  even  ministers, 
are  not  so  tender  and  circumspect  in  their  walk  as  I 
could  wish. 

«/me.  A  believer  should  be  an  eicact  observer  of 
the  state  of  grace  in  his  soul,  whether  it  be  making 
progress  or  decaying :  He  should  be  a  careful  obser- 
ver of  providences,  and,  like  the  bee,  draw  honey  out 
of  every  dispensation.  Alas !  I  am  like  a  machine, 
that  is  moved  by  springs ;  when  my  soul  is  roused 
iq^  ei£ber  by  a  powerful  sermon,  by  good,  company, 
by  E  sorprising  mercy,  or  a  cross  Providence,  then  it 
acti  for  a  while  by  that  outward  force,  lively,  brisk, 
and  vigorously ;  but  when  this  outward  spring  and 
woglit  is  taken  off,  my  spirits  flag,  I  retui^  to  my 
natural  state  of  indolence  and  dejectednoMik    V\)a% 
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this  natural  temper  may  be  changed  into  a  cheerful^ 
happy,  spiritual  lightness  of  heart.  I  have  continual 
experience  of  this,  that  I  must  employ  Christ  daily 
if  I  would  have  grace  daily*  I  find  I  must  have  a  re- 
gular supply ;  my  grace  is  like  the  children  of  Israel's 
manna  in  the  wilderness,  they  that  gathered  much  the 
day  before,  had  nothing  over  the  next :  So  must  I 
gather  for  my  daily  sustenance.  My  corruptions  need 
a  constant  check,  they  are  like  the  flax  to  the  least 

spark  of  temptation. 1  find  not  the  ministers  of 

the  word  so  powerful  here,  as  I  have  found  them  in. 
Scotland :  But  perhaps  the  fault  lies  in  me,  and  not 
in  them.  Oft  times,  on  the  Sabbath,  I  feel  just  such 
a  frame  as  St.  Paul  complains  of,  Rom.  vii.  15^  &c. 
I  converse  much  with  good  men,  but  I  observe  they 
have  all  their  weak  sides.  I  find  men  are  generally* 
bad,  even  ministers  are  swayed  too  much  by  a  worldly 
interest.  Tins  stumbles  me  a  little,  to  see  a  minister/ 
in  the  pulpit,  pressing  us  to  live  by  faith ;  yet  follow 
him  into  the  world,  perhaps  you  will  see  him  crouch^: 
ing,  fawning,  and  playing  fast  and  loose  to.  gain  some» 
paltry  temporal  interest.  Such  conduct  and  c<»iver- 
sation  does  me  more  harm  than  any  thing  I  know  be^ 
sides.  I  cannot,  for  my  soul,  flatter  and  wheedle 
men,  I  cannot  insinuate  into  their  affections,  or  work 
upon  their  passions  by  warm  talking,  or  plausible 
speeches. 

July.  I  will  not  conceal  the  goodness  of  God,  wha 
is  the  hearer  of  prayer.  I  fell  down  on  my  knees  this 
morning,  my  soul  full  of  anxiety  and  despondency. 
I  wa9  helped  to  employ  Christ  by  faith,  and  soc^hta 
return  of  a  particular  suit  I  had  put  up  in  his  haadsy 
some  time  ago.    He  beard  me,  and  answered  mei 
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comfort  flowed  in  upon  my  soul;  I  came  away  rejoic- 
ing, and  resolving  to  treat  him  more  and  more.  This 
I  looked  upon  as  a  presage  and  good  omen,  concern- 
ing the  circumstances  which  I  was  fearing.  And  so 
it  was ;  for  the  same  day  I  got  notice  that  I  am  safe 
as  to  my  employment ;  and  I  only  b^,  that  I  may  be 
enabled  to  lay  out  myself  more  zealously  for  the  glory 
and  service  of  Grod.  I  believe,  however,  that  people 
may  sometimes  be  mistaken  in  their  prayers  about 
temporal  things,  e.  g.  a  wife,  or  children,  or  estate. 
That  which  they  reckon  fervency,  enlargedness,  or 
freedom,  is  c^n  only  the  strength  of  sensual  appe- 
tites going  out  after  earthly  things;  yet  our  con- 
descending Advocate  takes  even  their  prayers,  and 
fens  away  the  chaff,  and  presents  them  to  the  Father, 
and  solicits  for  us  those  things  we  want.  But  our 
safest  way  is  to  be  very  submissive  and  short ;  for 
while  we  enlarge,  earthly  affections  and  unmortified 
appetites  take  iire,  and  while  we  think  the  Spirit  of 
God  inflames  our  desires,  we  are  mistaken,  for  it  is 
oar  lusts  that  are  kindled.  This  is  a  strange  unhal- 
lowed fire ;  love  to  the  world  furnishes  fuel  to  it. 

July.  I  have  been  in  London  just  a  twelve-month  : 
I  bless  God  it  has  been  the  sweetest  time  ever  I  had 
-^the  kindest  visits, — ^the  nearest  sensible  commu- 
nion with  God, — ^lively  faith  and  close  dependence 
on  Christ.  I  have  not  succeeded  in  the  particular 
business  I  came  up  for;  I  bless  God  for  it;  it  is 
better  as  it  is ;  I  have  had  an  infinitely  richer  equi- 
valent, (if  I  may  call  it  so)  pearls  for  pebbles,  pre- 
cious grace  for  worthless  mammon  and  trash.  I  com- 
mit myself  to  him  for  counsel,  conduct,  and  protec- 
tion, on  my  return.  Sailed  on  the  15tli,  vKvii  Xx^ois^  V^ 
Vroyidence,  we  shall  have  a  prosperoiifi  NO^^Lig^* 
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Jfdy  20.  A  solitary  Sabbath  at  sea ;  yet  commu- 
nion with  Grod.  In  the  afternoon,  I  went  up  to  the 
cradle  at  the  top  of  the  mast,  to  be  retired.  We  had 
been  becalmed  all  day,  and  lay  hulling  on  the  water. 
I  had  not  spent  much  tune  in  prayer  and  meditation, 
when  there  arose  a  fresh  gale,  which  obliged  me  to 
come  down  in  great  haste,  and  the  seamen  to  handle 
their  sails.  So  strong  and  fair  was  the  wind,  that  we 
ran  before  it  140  miles. 

July  23.  This  day  I  landed  in  Scotland ;  but  com- 
pany, business  and  drinking  did  so  steal  away  my 
time;  that  I  was  not  in  a  right  thankful  frame  all  day. 
I  have  trifled  away  eight  days  since  I  came  home,  and 
could  wish  them  scraped  out  of  the  register  of  my  life. 

In  August,  Captain  Blackader  joined  his  regiment 
at  Perth,  where  he  appears  to  have  exerted  himself 
diligently  for  promoting  their  moral  improvement 
"  I  pray,"  says  he,  "  that  God  would  bless  and  coun- 
tenance the  endeavours  I  am  using  here  for  curbiiig 
vice,  and  furthering  reformation :  I  hope  he  will,  for 
I  think  I  am  upright,  and  have  his  glory '  singly  be- 
fore my  eyes.  I  strive  daily  to  do  what  good  I  can, 
by  the  example  of  a  holy  life." 

About  this  time,  he  had  resolved  to  change  his 
^^  single  and  solitary  life,"  as  he  expresses  it,  and  fixed 
his  affections  on  Miss  Anne  Callander,  daughter  of 
James  Callander,  Esq.  of  Craigforth,  near  Stirling. 
The  habitual  spirituality  of  his  mind  is  remarkably 
evinced  by  his  conduct  on  this  occasion,  which  also 
illustrates  some  of  those  mistakes  into  which,  as  I 
have  noticed,  he  was  apt  to  fall  with  regard  to  hav- 
ing contingencies  prognosticated  or  ascertained  by 
special  interpositions  of  Providence.    ^^  I  trust,'*  says 
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hie,  ^^  that  in  this  a^Gair,  I  s^all  be  gcdded  by  the  Spirit 
of  God,  for  I  hope  I  may  appeal  to  him,  I  am  single 
and  upright  in  my  intentions.     I  have  examined  my 
heart,  and  dare  say  there  is  no  idol  in  it  to  draw  me 
from  the  road  of  duty.     I  have  not  taken  one  step  in 
it,  without  seriously  asking  counsel  and  direction  of 
God.     If  it  be  for  hk  glory,  and  the  advancement  of 
grace  in  me^  let  him  prosper  it ;  i^  any  thing  else,  let 
him  put  a  stop  to  it ;  I  shall  see  afterwards,  it  was  for 
my  good  that  it  succeeded  not.     I  sought  particularly 
that  he  would  shew  and  determine  me  by  some  spe- 
cial providence,  whether  I  should  proceed  or  let  it 
drop,  and  whether  this  should  be  the  particular  per- 
son or  not.     Happening  within  half-^n-hour  after, 
nnexpectediy  to  fall  into  her  company,  I  looked  upon 
it  as  somewhat  observable,  and  encouraging  me  to  go 
on."     They  were  married  on  the  4th  of  February, 
1702,  and  though  their  union  was  not  blessed  with 
any  family,  this  circumstance  seems  to  have  in  no-' 
thing  abated  their  mutual  affections.     He  cherished 
for  her  an  ardent  and  steady  attachment.     She  ac- 
companied him  to  the  Continent,  and  remained  gene- 
rally, during  the  campaigns,  in  some  of  the  towns 
withia  the  Duteh  frontier. 

September.  I  live  much  easier  and  happier  here 
(Perth)  than  I  did  at  Edinburgh.  The  reason  is,  I 
can  retire  and  be  alone  as  much  as  I  please.  I  may 
be  no  longer  or  oftener  in  company  than  I  choose.  I 
like  to  withdraw  in  the  intervals  of  business,  and  keep 
up  fresh  intercourse  with  heaven  by  fidth.  Here 
there  is  less  bustle,  and  fewer  temptations.  My  soul 
18  making  a  voyage,  as  it  were,  to  Emanuel's  Land, 
through  a  stormy  sea,  like  a  frail  bark  on  the  wide 
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ocean.  There  come  flans  and  hurricanes  that  drive 
her  far  out  of  her  course ;  then  a  little  easy  weather, 
and  she  returns  to  her  due  course ;  she  does  not  per- 
haps sail  a  watch,  till  another  tempest  drives  her 
away  again.  Alas  !  at  this  rate,  when  shall  I  per- 
fect my  voyage,  and  gain  my  desired  port.  It  is  only 
free  grace  and  mercy  that  can  prevent  one  from  mak- 
ing diipwreck, — Awake,  O  north  wind ;  come  thou 
south  and  blow,  that  I  may  at  last  get  an  abundant 
entrance  into  my  destined  haven, 

October.  When  I  get  not  the  morning  to  myself, 
I  am  not  right  all  day.  An  earthly,  sensual  temper 
grows  upon  me.  Vain  &ncies,  and  roving  thoughts 
take  possession  of  the  mind,  Satan  being  chased,  as 
it  were,  out  of  all  the  rest  of  the  faculties,  seems  to 
retire  into  the  ima^nation,  from  whence,  as  from  a 
garrisoned  citadel,  he  makes  war  upon  my  soul. 
Lord,  give  me  grace  to  be  watchful,  faith  to  be  my 
anchor  in  storms  and  tempests. 

November.  I  find  my  heart  like  the  slu^ard's  gar- 
den, full  of  weeds  if  it  be  n^lected  but  twenty-four 
hours.  Worldly  lusts,  foolish  thoughts,  and  trifling 
imaginations  take  root,  and  spring  up  in  rank  and 
rapid  growth.  My  mind,  in  consequence,  is  dis- 
ordered ;  my  soul  is  inflamed,  and  takes  in  poison  at 
my  eyes,  by  viewing  vanity. 

December.  Employing  myself  in  the  work  of  public 
reformation,  and  frequently  in  Society  prayer.  *     O 

*  It  Is  not  improbable,  that  he  is  here  alluding  to,  and  was  acting^ 
in  co-operation  with,  the  Society  in  Scotland  for  Propagating  Christian 
Knowledge,  which  was  formed  at  this  very  time.  That  Society,  as  la 
well  known,  had  its  origin  in  1701,  among  a  few  private  gen^emen, 
actuated  by  a  laudable  zeal  for  the  reformation  ^  their  countiymeu' 
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that  God  would  make  use  of  my  poor  endeavours,  to 
kindle  love  to  Christ  in  the  hearts  of  others,  how  glad 
should  I  he.  But  I  ohserve  this,  when  I  talk  of  as- 
surance as  that  which  should  be  pressed  after,  and 
that  which  may  be  attained,  I  am  always  snibbed ; 
and  Christians  talk  of  it  as  a  thing  to  be  wished  for, 
rather  than  attained ;  and  they  commend  generally  a 
frame  and  case  of  doubting  and  fears,  as  one  of  the 
best  that  is  to  be  won  to.  But  I  maintain,  assurance 
is  to  be  had,  and  it  is  the  sin  of  Christians,  oft-times, 
that  they  get  it  not ;  for  through  an  excess  of  mistaken 
humility,  they  dare  not ;  they  think  it  arrogance  to 
act  faith  boldly  on  Christ.  A  bold  assurance  is  quite^ 
consistent  vnth  a  humble  and  needy  reliance  upon 
him.  hordy  strengthen  my  faith  more,  and  help  me 
to  improve  my  time  better  in  future.  Many  years 
have  now  passed  over  my  head :  O  to  be  so  number- 
ing my  days,  that  I  may  apply  my  heart  to  wisdom. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  next  year,  1702,  the  Came- 
ronian  Regiment  received  orders  to  go  abroad.  We 
shall  therefore  suspend  our  extracts  for  a  little,  until 
we  oSer  a  few  observations  on  the  subject  of  the  new 
war  in  which  they  were  to  be  engaged,^ — a  war,  dis- 
tinguished by  victories  more  brilliant,  perhaps,  than 
profitable,-r-more  illustrious  to  the  military  genius^ 
than  advantageous  to  the  political  interests  of  this 
country. 

and  more  espNBciaHy  A>r  the  abolition  of  ignorance  and  impiety  in  the 
Highlands  and  Isbodfl  of  Scotland.    Thais  usual  place  of  meeting  was 
Edinburgh.     Whether  Captain  Blackader  was  an  original  member,  I- 
know  not,  but  his  name  appeared  sometime  afterwards  on  the  list.— - 
Vid,  4ccourU  of  the  Rise,  Conslit.  and  Management  of  the  Society* 

ft 
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CHAPTER  Vm. 


WAR  OF  THE  SUCCESSION. 


Causes  of  the  War^-Disputed  Succession  of  Spain-— Pretender  Fro- 
claimed  in  France^Grand  Alliance^Cameronian  Regiment  em- 
barks for  Holland— iCaptain  Blackader  rejoins  the  Army— >Succesa 
of  the  Allies. 

It  often  happens  that  treaties,  destined  to  be  perma- 
nent, and  to  allay  for  ever  the  feuds  of  rival  powers, 
are  the  very  source  from  which  national  hostilities 
fi|>ring.  All  those  disputes  that  embroil  states  and 
empires  in  more  implacable  animosity,  generally  have 
their  foundation  laid  in  the  intricacies  or  equivocal 
terms  of  those  contracts.  Contingencies  happen  for 
which  there  are  no  special  provisions*  Advantages 
occur,  either  unforeseen  or  anticipated,  which  offer  too 
powerful  a  temptation  to  be  resisted.  Leagues  and 
bonds  are  then  found  to  be  but  of  slender  obligation* 
The  most  solemn  stipulations,  when  opposed  to  inte- 
rest or  amintion,  are  in  danger  of  being  disregarded, 
or  considered  as  obsolete  whenever  they  cease  to  be 
agreeable  or  convenient.    Such  was  the  fitte  which 
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the  peace  of  Ryswick  experienced,  which  had  pro- 
fessedly for  its  object,  the  amity  and  lasting  repose  of 
Europe.  Several  reasons  contributed  to  this  int^^ 
ruption,  but  we  need  only  mention  the  two  principal 
causes,  viz,  the  disputed  Succession  of  the  Spanish 
Crown,  and  the  recognition  of  the  young  Prince  of 
Wales  as  titular  King  of  Great  Britain. 

Charles  IL  of  Spain,  approaching  his  dissolution, 
and  leaving  no  heirs  of  his  own  body,  the  settlement 
of  his  dominions  became  the  primary  object  of  atten- 
tion and  intrigue,  in  all  the  European  Cabinets.    The 
death-bed  of  the  expiring  monarch  wajd  surrounded 
with  priests,  nobles,  and  plenipotentiaries,  each  anxious 
to  elicit  symptoms  of  preference,  or  concessions  fevour- 
aUe  to  their  respective  claimants.     The  three  compe- 
titors who  founded  their  pretensions  on  hereditary 
right,  were,  the  Dauphin  of  France,  the  Emperor 
Leopold,  and  the  Elector  of  Bavaria.    Each  had  their 
several  partisans.     The  Spanish  nation  favoured  the 
claims  of  the  House  of  Bourbon ;  the  queen  and  the 
grandees  declared  for  the  Emperor,  while  the  general 
security  and  interests  of  Europe  seemed  to  require  the 
succession  for  the  Prince  of  Bavaria.     In  this  singu- 
lar contest,  his  Britannic  Majesty  took  a  very  lively 
interest.     As  he  affected  to  hold  in  his  own  hands 
the  balance  of  power,  and  to  be  the  head  of  the  Pro- 
testant cause,  he  deemed  the  accession  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy  too  ponderous  to  be  thrown,   undivided, 
into  either  scale,  especially  into  that  of  France,  to 
which  he  was  naturally  an  enemy,  and  whose  aspiring 
ambition  it  had  been  the  ruling  passion  of  his  whole 
life  to  humble  and  control. 

A  Treaty  of  Partition^  as  the  best  remedy  agaixk&t' 
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these  apprehensions^  was  projected  and  signed  by 
England,  Holland,  and  France,  by  which  the  domi- 
nions of  Charles  were  to  be  dismembered,  and  shared 
proportionably  among  the  several  competitors.  But 
Louis,  with  his  usual  duplicity  and  finesse,  whUe 
subscribing  to  this  treaty,  was  secretly  negotiating, 
through  his  ambassador  at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  for 
the  whole  succession,  and  had  the  address  to  get  his 
grandrson,  the  Duke  of  Anjou,  nominated  in  the 
Royal  Will  as  sole  heir  to  the  Spanish  throne.  The 
Duke  was  second  son  of  the  Dauphin,  but  this  pre- 
ference to  a  younger  branch,  was  only  a  political  ma- 
noeuvre ;  for  while  it  secured  the  claims  of  the  House 
of  Bourbon,  it  tended  to  prevent  any  alarm  which 
might  be  taken,  had  the  two  formidable  monarchies 
of  France  and  Spain  been  united  in  one  person. 
Europe  had  thus  the  singular  sp^tacle  of  witnessing 
a  powerful  nation  choosing  a  king  from  the  housQ  of 
a  rival  and  an  enemy.  The  Duke  was  accordingly 
proclaimed  under  the  title  of  Philip  Y.  and  his  ac- 
cession notified  to  all  the  powers  in  Christendom. 

This  appmntment  placed  Louis  in  a  delicate  situa^ 
tion.  It  was  no  doubt  most  flattering  to  his  vanity, 
and  a  mighty  acquisition  to  his  empire,  but  contrary 
to  his  stipulations  in  the  partition  treaty,  by  which  he 
renounced  the  entire  succession  of  Spain.  At  first 
he  affected  to  hesitate  whether  he  should  break  his 
faith,  or,  by  adhering  to  the  treaty,  deprive  his  grand- 
Bon  of  a  magnificent  empire.  But  the  feelings  of  na-? 
ture,  and  the  prospects  of  aggrandizement,  speedily 
triumphed  over  all  the  obligations  of  league^  and  al- 
liances; and  to  satisfy  his  all-grasping  ambition  he 
"^as  content  to  plunge  his  own  subjects  into  new 
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ndseries,  and  deluge  Europe  with  the  blood  of  mil- 
lionst* 

The  elevation  of  Philip,  and  the  treacheries  of 
France,  excited  a  deeper  and  more  general  indigna- 
tion than  die  treaty  of  partition  had  done.  The  ein-» 
piieror  i^laimed  against  this  preference  as  a  jnece  of 
injustice  to  himself,  and  threatened  to  carry  his  re^. 
sentment  into  execution  by  force  of  arms,  Holland 
b^an  to  tremble,  when  she  saw  those  towns  and  ter- 
ritories which  had  been  the  barrier  of  her  security,' 
put  into  the  hands  of  her  enemies,  and  planted  with 
hostile  garrisons.  England,  though  equally  indignant: 
at  the  conduct  of  the  French  king,  had  less  cause  of 
ap{H:ehension,  and  therefore  felt  disinclined  to  involve 
herself  in  foreign  connections,  which  might  encum-^ 
her  her  vnth  additional  losses  and  expenses,  from* 
which  the  country  had  not  yet  recovered*  And  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  she  would  have  declared 
herself  a  party  to  the  Grand  Alliance,  but  for  the  inr. 
formation  which  arrived  at  this  time,  of  the  death  of 
the  la^  King  James,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  hia 
son  by  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  under  the  titles 
of  James  III.  This  was  regarded  as  an  insult  by  the 
nation,  and  a  manifest  violation  of  justice  to  the  crown, 
since  William  had  been  solemnly  acknowledged  by. 
the  treaty  of  Byswick,  king  of  England,  Scotland,  and 
Ireland. 

The  whole  country  was  set  in  a  flame ;  party  ani-i 
mosities,  that  had  lately  rent  and  convulsed  the  king- 
dom, seemed  to  be  forgotten  in  one  common  resent-: 
ment^     The  Jacobites  held  it  as  a  national  affiront, 


•  Qairynipte,  vol,,  ii.  b.  ▼Hi.     Voltaire  Siecl^,.  chap,  xviu 
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tbat  a  foreign  court  should  dictate  a  socceiBor  to  the 
British^  dirone':  The  Whigs  spumed  at  the  idea  of 
owning  the  Ic^timacy,  and  much  more  of  reco^iicong 
the  hereditary- title,  of  a  person  reputed  to  be  of  le^- 
rions  birth,  and' who  had-  ak-eady  been  excluded  and 
incapacitated  by  an.  act  of  the  whole  legislature.  This 
indignation  was  heightened*  still  more  by  an  inter- 
eepted  letter  from  the  Earl  of  Melfort,  governor  to 
tibe  pretended  Prince,  purporting  to  support  his  claims 
by  an  inva«Lon«  Danger  was  now  added  to  indignity^ 
and' the  fimrs  of  the  people  co-operated  with  their  re- 
sentment. Addresses  to  the  throne  were  poured  in. 
from  all  quarters  of  the  kingdom,  filled  with  gratitude 
fin-  the  bleeoiigB  of  the  Revolution,  and  breathing  ven- 
geance  against,  this  new  aggressor  of  their  peace  and 
their  liberties. 

Nothing  coxdd  have  happened  more  opportunely  for 
William,  who  was  ready  to  seize  every  opportunity  of 
humbling  the  grandeur  of  his  ancient  rivals  and  had 
now  an  abundant  pretext  from  his  violations  of  faith, 
and  his  interference  with  the  British  succession.  His 
own  conduct  in  the  partition  treaty  had  occasioned 
considerable  displeasure,  and  incurred  the  reproaches 
of  the  parliament ;  bnt  his  popularity  began  to  revive, 
and  the  clamours  of  discontent  which  had  lately  echoed 
through  the  kingdom,  were  exchanged  for  ardent  pro- 
fessions of  loyalty.  William  did  not  fail  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  this  accidental  enthusiasm,  and  to  improve 
it  for  the  prosecution  of  his  favourite  schemes.  The 
national  ardour  was  ftnned  by  an  able  and  eloquent 
speech,  wherein  he  set  forth  the  danger  that  threatened 
their  security,  and  the  necessity  of  contributing  their 
utmost  to  check  the  exorbitant  power  and  the  inso- 
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lent  urarpalioiis  of  France.  The  event  aaswered  hk 
expectations.  Parliament  entered  into  all  his.  views, 
and  promised  the  necessary  contributions  for  the  war. 
Another  Grand  Alliance  was  negotiated  andoonduded 
at  the  Hague,  between  England,  the  Emperor^  and 
the  States  General.  The  object  of  this  confederacy 
was,  to  defend  themselves  against  the  encroachments 
of  Louis,  who  was  now  in  a  condition  to  oppress  the 
rest  of  Etirope,  and  establish  a  universal  monarchy  $ 
to  put  his  Imperial  majesty  in  possession,  of  those 
towns  and  dominions  which  had  been  assigned  him 
by  the  partition  treaty;  and  to  attempt  the  recovery 
of  the  Spanish  Netherlands  out  of  the  hands  of  France, 
as  a  necessary  barrier  on  the  Dutch  frontier.  The 
quota  of  troops  to  be  supplied  by  each  of  the  contract- 
ing powers  was  as  follows :  The  Emperor  to  furnish. 
90,000  men ;  the  States  102,000 ;  and  Great  Britain 
40,000,  to  consist  of  33,000  foot,  and  7000  horse  and 
dragoons.* 

Military  preparations  commenced  with  the  greatest 
activity.  The  towns  in  Flanders  were  garrisoned  with 
French  troops,  and  the  Dutch  forces  who  refused  to 
surrender  were  made  prisoners  of  war.  TSke  king  of. 
England,  having  completed  his  alliances  abroad,  and 
concerted  the  necessary  operations  for  the  campaign,, 
returned  home  to  put  himself  at  the  head  of  his  army. 
But  he  did  not  live  to  see  his  schemes  carried,  into 
execution.  He  fell  from  his  horse,  and  fractured  hi9 
collar  bone,  and  the  effects  of  this  slight  accident 
proved  fatal  to  a  constitution  already  enfeebled  and 
decayed.  He  expired  on  the  8th  of  March,  1702» 
— i— »— »■    ■  I  III  1——^      ■■■^i— ^— p— 

•  Qalrympl^  bb.  iz.  z.     Ral]^  98MT* 
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His  suocesflor.  Queen  Aime,  adopted  his  measures  with- 
out any  great  alteration,  and  resolved  to  prosecute 
them  with  the  greatest  vigour*  The  concurrence  of  the 
Britid%  court  was  ahsolutely  necessary  to  unite  and 
ooiisolidate  the  Grand  Alliance,  and  the  resolution  of 
the  Queen  served  to  revive  those  hopes  which  the 
dea^h  of  William  seemed  to  have  extinguished.  On 
th^  4th  of  May,  war  was  declared  against  France,  and 
the  Earl  of  Marlborough  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  confederate  army.  *  After  this  short  explana- 
tory digression,  we  shall  again  resume  our  extracts 
from  the  Di^ry. 

The  Cameronian  Regiment,  which  had  continued 
for  some  time  in  garrison  at  Perth,  was  again  de- 
stined for  foreign  service.^  In  the  month  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1702,  they  received  orders  to  repair  to  Holland, 
and  join  the  confederate  army.  Captain  Blaekader 
remained  i^  Scotland  with  a  recruiting  party  until 
the  middle  of  July,  when  he  rejoined  his  regiment  on 
the  Continent.  His  observations  and  reflections  on 
this  occasion,  we  shall  record  in  his  own  words. 

.  February  1.  Going  to  church  in  the  forenoon,  I 
first  got  the  news  of  our  going  abroad.  I  bless  God  I 
have  a  sweet  complacency  in  his  wiU  on  this  point  ^ 
go  or  stay,  the  earth  is  the  Lord's.  As  to  all  tempo-" 
ral  things,  I  resign  the  disposal  into  his  hands ;  his. 
wiU  is,  that  I  should  depend  implicitly  and  frankly 
upon  himself,  and  through  grace  I  will  depend  upon 
him,  and  trust  him  cheerfully.  He  do^s  all  things; 
well  and  wisely. 

;  Fd)rv4iry  20.     This  morning  I  employed  in  pour-- 


*  SoGQervill.9*s  Histpry  of  Qu^n  Anne.     Surnet. 
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ing  out  my  soul  before  God,  to  implore  his  blessing 
aod  ask  more  grace  of  him,  now  when  I  have  more 
need  of  it ;  and  to  beg,  that  if  he  send  me  out  of  Scot- 
land at  this' time,  he  will  let  his  presence  accompany 
me,  (and  if  that  go  with  me,  all  the  world's  alike  to 
me.)  I  laid  out  before  him  the  snares  and  tempta- 
tiims  my  employment  is  subject  to ;  the  grief  it  would 
be  to  leave  the  gospel  behind  me,  and  launch  out 
again  among  the  trials,  and  vices,  and  pei^ls  of  camps 
and  am^es.  But  I  resign  myself  into  hia  hands,  to 
carry  me  wheresoever  he  wUl ;  And  I  am  persuaded, 
wherever  he  orders  my  lot — ^in  whatever  service  he 
employs  me,  I  shall  not  be  sent  on  a  warfare  at  my 
own  charges.  His  grace  will  be  sufficiei^t  for  me,  and 
keep  me  firom  the  pollutions  of  a  wicked  world.  I 
bless  him  for  all  his  mercies,  and  for  the  good  ap- 
pearances of  reformation  in  this  place  (Perth)  with 
which  he  has  favoured  my  poor  endeavours. 

March  5.  This  important  crisis  of  my  life  is  ap- 
proaching near,  and  I  am  again  to  mingle  in  the 
troubles,  dangers,  and  toils  of  a  new  war.  This  morn- 
ing I  took  a  solitary  walk,  and  went  up  to  the  craig  at 
Craigforth,  and  there  I  renewed  my  covenant  with 
Christ*  and  ratified  whatever  I  had  done  before.  I 
implored  him  for  such  measures  of  grace  as  I  should^ 
from  time  to  time,  stand  in  need  of;  and  that  he  would 
supply  sufficient  strength  and  furniture,  and  order  all 
my  ways  and  actions  aright. 

March  7.  This  day  our  regiment  embarked,  and 
it  has  \^n  a  sad  day  for  me,  for  from  five  in  the 
morning  till  late  at  night,  I  have  not  had  a  serious 
composed  thought ;  all  has  been  noise,  bustle,  and  con-i 
fusion.    This  is  not  the  elen^ent  I  delight  to  broaAk^  \£u 
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M(m:h  II.  The  clouds  are  gathering  thicker  aniL 
blacker,  and  a  gloomy  storm  is  coming  on.  Happy 
tliey  who  are  compassed  about  with  the  shield  of  Di- 
Tine  &Yonr.  My  comfort,  in  general,  as  to  our  church 
and  nation  is  this,  God  sits  at  the  helm,  and  rules  and 
disposes  all  for  his  own  glory  and  his  people's  good. 
As  to  my  own  particular,  he  who  guides  the  universe, 
is  my  God  and  my  Father.  Let  the  world  be  turned 
upside  down — ^let  the  kings  of  the  earth  combine,  and 
the  nations  rage  tumultuously, — I  am  safe,  I  have  a 
rity  of  refuge  to  flee  to. 

March  12.  This  is  a  doleful  day ;  we  have  just 
got  the  common  table  news  of  the  death  of  the  best  of 
kings.  Our  dear  Deliverer  is  taken  from  us.  Alas ! 
our  cup  of  iniqmty  is  fiill  it  appears,  and  we  seem 
to  be  a  people  prepared  and  fitted  for  ruin.  But  tiie 
same  God  who  raised  up  frar  us  a  Moses  to  bring  ud 
out  of  Egypt  and  the  house  of  bondage,  sits  at  ibe 
helm  still,  and  can,  after  him,  raise  up  a  Joshua  to 
perfect  the  deliverance,  and  lead  his  people  into  the 
{HTomised  land^  Gracious  Lord !  be  thou  our  stroi^ 
tower  of  defence.  Cast  the  arms  of  thy  protection 
around  the  church  and  work  of  reformation  in  Scot- 
land. Be  our  hiding-pliace  in  the  eviL  day5  our  £»i> 
tress  in  times  of  trouble.  Disappoint  the  expectations 
of  our  enemies,  and  raise  up  the  faith  and  the  faUen< 
hopes  of  thy  people  desponding  under  this  mournful 
dispensation. 

During  Captain  Blackader's  stay  in  Scotland,  the 
Diary  continues  to  run  on  in  the  same  devotional 
strain ;  every  line  breatliing  sentiments  of  piety,  re- 
signation, and  htuniUty.  Wherever  he  was  stationed 
091  duly^  he  regularly  attended  the  puUic  ordinances 
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of  religion*  He  let  slip  no  o^j^rtunity  of  paying  his 
TOWS  before  the  people,  at  tbe  stated  solemnities  of 
tiie  sacrament ;  and  his  deportment  at  a  communioiir 
table,  is  said  to  have  been  peculiarly  gra^e,  seriousy 
and  becoming*  His  self-denial  and  abasement  wen» 
ferj  remarhable :  if  prosperous  in  any  of  his  undeiy 
tikings,  he  never  ascribes  his  success  to  his  own  pro* 
dence  or  dexterity,  but  to  the  blessing  and  guidance 
of  heaven.^  Though  never  backward  or  remiss  in  his 
military  duties,  he  frequently  admits  that  a  military 
life  is  his  aversion,  and  r^rets  he  had  not  preferred 
a  situation  wherein  he  could  have  done  God  more 
service,  and  employed  his  own  talents  to  more  advan* 
tage.  Hifl  greatest  horror  wi»  to  nnx  m  the  society 
of  his  profligate  companions  in  arms,  and  be  compelled 
to  listen  to  their  impure  or  pro£ftne  conversation.  He 
would  rather  have  marched  up  to  the  enemies'  batte** 
ries,  than  have  sat  at  mess  or  remained  in  the  com- 
pany of  such  associates.  The  cannon's  mouth  was 
not  so  terrible  to  him,  as  the  artillery  of  oaths  and 
obscenities  with  which  his  ears  were  often  assailed. 
And  to  this  cause  is  to  be  ascribed  his  predilection  for 
solitude  and  retirement  in  the  intervals  of  duty,  as 
well  as  those  expressions  of  peevish  and  fretful  dis* 
content,  which  threw  a  dark  shade  even  over  hip 
happiest  moments,  and  gave  the  semblance  of  moro- 
fdty  and  dejection,  to  a  temper  naturally  mild  and 
cheerfiil. 

The  vice  of  swearing  was  then  become  shockingly 
£Gu»hionabIe,  and  by  the  troops  in  Flanders  carried  to 
a  shameless  and  execrable  height.  This  must  have 
been  offensive  to  every  man  of  common  delicacy,  but 
peculiarly  distressing  and  painfol  to.  a  mind  irafiii  w 
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Cqitain  Blackader'i^  natoraUy  eenfistiye,  and  seascmed 
widi  the  most  lively  impressions  of  religion.    And  it 
18  rather  surprising,  that  among  military  men,  wh«*e 
the  sense  of  honour  and  courtesy  is  so  acute,  and  re- 
MBtment  of  affronts  so  keen,  that  this  practice  should 
be  tolerated  or  treated  with  impunity.     The  swearer 
omnmits  a  breach,  not  only  of  morality  and  religion, 
but  of  modesty  and  good-breeding.     He  wounds  the 
fillings  of  his  hearers  without  cause  or  provocation. 
It  may  be  true,  that  he  offers  no  violence  to  their 
persons  or  their  reputation,  but  he  inflicts  a  pang 
which  bleeds  inwardly,  and  is  more  excruciating  than 
mere  bodily  injury.    And  surely  the  man  who  need- 
lessly and  insolently  tramples  upon  our  conscience 
and  our  feelings,— -who  trespasses  against  all  that  we 
are  accustomed  to  hoiA  most  sacred,  ought  to  be  re- 
puted as  culpable  and  unworthy  of  our  society  as  he 
who  is  guilty  of  an  incivility,  or  perhaps  undesignedly, 
or  in  the  heat  of  passion,  casts  an  imaginary  stain  on 
our  professional  character.     This  vice,  though  one  of 
the  most  common,  appears  to  be  one  of  the  most  ab- 
surd and  indefensible.     It  cannot,  like  many  others, 
plead  motives  of  interest,  of  sensuality,  or  any  natural 
propensity.    Destitute  of  these  aids  and  encourage- 
ments, it  springs  up,  as  it  were,  the  rank  and  spon- 
taueous  growth  of  a  superabundant  corruption. 

In  his  political  opinions.  Captain  Blackader  impli- 
citly adhered  to  neither  party.  "  My  temper,"  says  he, 
♦^  does  not  incline  me  to  be  zealous  for  any  party  or 
faction.  I  only  wish  to  be  zealous  against  sin ;  on 
that  side  let  me  always  be  found."  For  some  time, 
he  had  been  employed  about  Stirling,  Edinburgh  and 
Leith,  in  levying  the  necessary  complement  of  men, 
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in  which  he  wa»  very  suocessfal,  notwidbstendkig  his 
diwikin  of  the  usual  aUuring  and  plausible  arts  of  a 
recruiting  officer.  He  had  also  to  provide  a  chaplain 
for  die  raiment  in  lieu  of  Mr.  Shields,  who  had  gone 
on  the  Darien  expedition,  and  died  in  the  West  Indies* 
Jiine  13-^84»  I  bless  Ood  who  guides  me  by  his 
l^irit  and  his  providence :  If  I  would  but  trust  him 
and  have  patience,  I  would  see  all  my  concerns  well 
managed,  and  all  turn  to  the  best.  I  have  reason  to 
be  grateful  for  his  mercies  in  r^ard  to  my  employ- 
ment and  recruiting,  and  that  instead  of  bringing  my* 
self  into  snares  by  unwarrantable  practices,  my  men 
ard  brought  to  my  hand,  and  I  have  only  to  lay  out  the 
money.  Every  thing  is  ordered  ahd  disposed  of  weU, 
though  I  know  it  not,  and  be  ignorant  which  is  the 
right  way ;  I  see  it  was  best  for  tne  that  I  went  not 
away  with  the  last  convoy.  I  stayed  partly  on  a  spip* 
ritual  account,  and  God  has  followed  me  with  a  tem- 
poral blessing  also,  for  I  have  since  got  more  men 
than  I  got  in  three  months  before.  The  one  that  run 
away  Some  time  ago,  came  back  after  wandering  up 
and  down  several  weeks,  and  says  he  could  have  no 
peace  until  he  returned  to  me  ligain.  How  true  do  I 
find  that  Scripture :  Be  cixrefid  about  notkinjsr^  fmt  m 
every  thing,  by  prayer  and  supplicaHon  with  thanks^ 
giving,  make  your  desires  kiMbn  to  God.  When  I  was 
anxioiis  and  solicitous  aboiit  getting  of  men  and  re- 
cruiting my  company,  I  got  few  or  none :  But  when 
I  oarae  to  a  Composure  of  mind,  and  trusted  to  Pro- 
vidence (still  in  the  use  of  means),  men,  as  it  were, 
came  to  my  handv  At  first  I  had  very  little  hopes 
of  getting  my  company  made  up ;  but  now  that  He 
has  provided  fmr  me,  I  find  I  shall  not  be  befaiiid 
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others.  O  that  be  would  give  me  grace  to  serve  him 
in  this  and  every  station  he  puts  me  in.  I  have  been 
taking  some  steps  about  getting  a  minister.  Lord, 
direet  and  guide^  and  if  this  be  the  man,  send  him  to 
us  in  VkefuJki/688  of  the  blemng  oftht  Gospd  of  ChrisL 

Jviy  6.  I  am  glad  of  the  account  I  have  just  got 
from  Holland  of  Mr.  P.  coming  to  be  our  chaplain ; 
may  God  give  him  a  commission  to  do  us  good.  I 
was  not  expecting  it,  but  it  is  a  pleasing  surprise,  for 
Lord,  thou  knowest  it  was  one  of  the  greatest  griefs 
I  had  to  leave  the  gospel  behind,  and  go  where  I 
could  not  enjoy  it.  O  let  me  always  enjoy  thy  pre- 
cious gospel,  though  my  worldly  circumstances  should 
be  the  meaner.  I  find  help  and  delight  in  godly  so- 
ciety, were  it  but  in  the  company  of  four  or  five  pri- 
vate Christians ;  and  I  would  rather  have  the  fervent 
prayers  of  the  righteous  on  my  side,  than  the  whole 
Scottish  army.  The  world  may  think  this  folly  or 
hypocrisy,  but  I  am  not  much  anxious  what  people's 
opinion  of  me  is,  or  what  they  think;  though  I  de- 
sire to  possess  the  good-will  and  esteem  of  all  good 
men.  But  there  is  a  day  coming  when  every  body 
must  appear  in  their  own  colours,  without  any  dis- 
guil« ;  then  it  will  be  known  who  are  sincere,  and 
who  are  hypocrites. 

Having^toined  his  fidl  complement  of  men,  he 
set  sail  firom  Leith  on  the  13th  of  July.  ^^  I  bless 
God  who  directs  and  disposes  of  all  my  business  well, 
and  makes  every  thing  fall  right  without  disappcnnt- 
ments  or  cross  providences ;  I  look  to  him  for  con- 
duct and  protection,  and  commit  myself  and  fiunily  to 
him  in  this  voyage :  And  it  is  a  great  comfort  to  me, 
that  there  are  several  worthy  Clnistians  i] 
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US,  and  plying  the  throne  of  grace  on  our  behalf;  and 
I  am  persuaded  it  will  not  fare  the  worse  with  us  fiwr 
their  sakes. 

July  17.  This  day  we  had  several  fears  and  troubles 
from  contrary  winds  and  storms.  In  the  afternoon  a 
French  privateer  appeared  at  a  distance,  but  came  not' 
near  us. 

July  23.  We  landed  (in  the  Maese.)  I  bless  God 
wIlo  has  brought  our  voyage  to  a  happy  issue,  who 
has  preserved  us  from  sea-hazards,  from  enemies,  and 
un4er  sickness  and  indisposition. 

Jtdy  25.  Our  voyage  up  the  river  appeared  to  be 
tedious,  but  it  fell  out  otherwise,  and  we  came  to  our 
journey's  end  safe  and  well.  And  now  I  commit  my 
way  to  God's  providence,  and  beg  more  grace  as  I 
need.  I  entreat  hi«  blessing  for  my  employment,- 
for  this  place,  and  the  people  I  live  among, 

July  26,  Sabbath.  I  am  now  obliged  to  do  many 
things  that  are  not  the  proper  work  of  a  Sabbath ;  I 
was  on  the  guard,  and  in  hurry,  noise,  and  company 
all  day.  This  makes  me  look  back  and  think,  with 
pleasure  and  melancholy,  on  the  sweet  intercourse  and 
ordinances  I  enjoyed  in  Scotland.  Here  every  thing 
is  the  reverse  with  me ;  the  means  of  grace  are  fewer ; 
quickening  influences  more  rare ;  and  snares  strewn 
thicker.  This  makes  me  tremble  to  think  how  I  shall 
get  through,  for  I  find  temptations  in  every  company, 
—4a  every  step  of  my  life,-^in  every  minute  of  mjr 
time. 

Auffust  23,  Sabbath,  I  complain  of  the  deadness  and 
formality  of  worship  in  the  French  church*  I  hear 
preaching,  but  it  excites  in  my  soul  no  earnest  Icmg- 
isgs  and  desires.    The  edge  <^  my  affections  con- 


180  LIfE  OF  COL.  BLACKADSR.  CHAP.  VIII. 

tinues  blunted  and  dull.  Here  I  am  not  so  earnest  for 
iB(|piritual  supplies,  nor  so  sensible  of  the  want  of  them. 

August  31.  I  often  find  in  the  morning  when  I 
awake,  the  world  standing  ready,  as  it  were,  at  the 
door  of  my  heart,  importuning  for  admittance,  and 
whenever  the  door  opens,  it  is  sure  to  thrust  itself  in 
under  some  specious  pretext :  This  makes  prayier  the 
more  necessary.  I  wish  to  have  the  world  under  my 
feet,  trampling  upon  its  vanities,  and  not  usurping  the 
throne  of  my  heart  or  reigning  over  my  affections. 

About  this  time,  Captain  Blackader  appears  to  have 
got  some  considerable  accession  to  his  fortune,  though 
he  does  not  mention  through  what  channel.  His  ge- 
nerosity, on  this  occasion,  was  very  commendable,  and 
he  speaks  with  extreme  disinterestedness  regarding 
the  possession  of  earthly  treasures. 

September  11.  God  is  giving  me,  attliis  time,  some 
means  in  the  world,  and  more  than  I  expected  of  it ; 
and  I  take  it  as  a  token  for  good  that  he  gives  his 
blessing  with  it,  because  he  has  now  put  an  occasion 
in  my  hand  of  laying  out  £100,  aryear,  for  the  relief 
of  a  relation  dear  to  himself,  that  needs  it.  (This  re^ 
lation,  most  probably,  was  his  sister,  Mrs.  Young, 
then  residing  in  Edinburgh,  a  widow  with  seven 
children^  and  in  narrow  circumstances.  A  few  years 
afterwards,  he  made  the  same  affectionate  appKcataon 
of  another  legacy,  which  fell  to  him  by  the  death  of 
his  eldest  brother,  generously  renouncing  his  claims 
Imd  his  share  of  that  bequest,  in  favour  of  his  sistel* 
and  her  family.) 

September  30.  I  have  been  much  taken  up  about 
my  temporal  affairs,  and  was  afraid  and  jealous  ti 
myself,  that  my  affections  were  too  much  going  out 
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after. the  worldi  Bat  I  pray  God  to  keep  earthly 
cares  out  of  my  heart;  to  let  me  have  no  riches  or 
estates,  but  what  he  will  giVe  me  his  blessing  with; 
that  I  may  use  them  all  with  a  holy  carelessness  and 
iniSflbrence,  without  losing  a  hair-breadth,  or  abating 
a  grain-weight  of  my  daeireB  after  a  better  treasure  in 
heaVcn* 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  Captain  was  engaged  in 
any  of  the  sieges  or  actions  of  this  campaign,  at  least, 
lie  mentions  none  of  them  in  his  Dia^.  Most  pro- 
bably he  was  employed  on  some  of  the  detachments 
that  were  ordered  to  garrison  such  towns  as  it  was 
supposed  the  enemy  might  attack.  It  is  therefore 
unnecessary  to  take  any  retrospective  notice  of  thjs 
year,  further  than  is  requisite  for  preserving  a  con- 
nection in  the  order  of  events. 

This  new  war,  which  was  to  humble  the  power  of 
France,  and  reflect  so  much  lustre  on  the  British 
arms,  commenced  auspiciously  on  the  side  of  the  allies ; 
jiotwithstanding  various  advantages  which  fortune  had 
now  thrown  into  the  scale  of  the  enemy.  The  pre- 
sent confederacy  was  inferior  in  strength  and  num- 
bers, tO'  that  formerly  headed  by  King  William.  A 
great  proportion  of  the  forces  and  treasure  which  they 
then  commanded,  was  now  in  the  hands  of  Louis. 
He  had  at  his  disposal  the  fleets  and  armies  of  Spain, 
besides  her  gold  and  silver  mines.  Tlie  Netherlands, 
Sicily,  Sardinia,  IMllati,  and  ]^aples,  were  accessions 
which  added  vastly  to  his  resources.  The  Duke  of 
Savoy  was  now  united,  to  the  House  d^'Bourb<m  by  a 
double  affinity,  one  <^  his  daughters  Ibeing  married  to 
the  King  of  Spain,  and  another  to  the  Duke  of  Bur- 
gundy.    The  Electors  of  Cologne  and  1B«<7wn3a^  ^s^a^ 
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MToltod  firom  llie  aUianoe)  and  admitted  Fren^k  troopi 
iato  their  territaries.  Louk  had,  besidefl,  a  Tast  ad« 
vantage  in  haying  all  the  barrier  towns  in  the  Nether-* 
lands  in  his  poesessMm^  and  all  the  fortresses  garri* 
floned  wiih  his  own  troops,  so  that,  to  all  appearanoe^ 
the  allies  were  completely  over-matched* 

But  these  acquisitions  did  not  secure  to  Franee  thai 
superiority  or  success  which  might  have  been  antici^ 
pated.     Though  her  power  seemed  then  at  the  xeniihy 
it  had,  in  reality,  begun  to  decline.     An  internal 
change  had  imperceptibly  taken  place  in  her  court  and 
lier  councils,  the  effects  of  which  soon  became  visible 
ia  her  military  operations.    The  age  of  her  renowned 
generals  and  ministers  was  passed  away,  and  her  glory 
kad  departed  with  them.     The  exch)Bquer  and  the 
war-office  were  no  longer  conducted  by  the  policy  of 
Cdb^t  and  LoUvois.    Conde,  Ttirenne,  and  Liuoem- 
bourg,  who  had  led  her  armies  through  a  splendid 
career  of  victories,  were  dead;  and  no  successor  had 
risen  witk  talents  <»r  genius  to  supply  ikeir  place. 
Military  honours  and  promotions  were  bestowed  on 
.young  men  of  rank,  rather  than  veteran  officers;  aa 
if  nobility  of  Uobd  could  supply  the  want  of  know- 
ledge and  experience.    Tke  troops  thus  lost  all  ooat- 
fidence  in  comlnandarit  whose  only  qualification  was 
the  lustre  of  their  birth,  and  whom  they  saw  elevated 
at  <mce  to  preferments  which  are  oftta  tke  rewanl  of 
twenty  years  service.   Suck  was  the  situation  in  wkieh 
tke  afiairs  of  Louis  wexe  ]^aced  at  tke  commencement 
of  tke  war,*^  situation'  wkiek  rendered  all  kis  ad- 
irantages  unatailing.    Alt  kis  resources  in  talents  and 
treasure  were  feeble  and  inefficient,  wken  opposed  to 
the  finandil  strength  irf  Britain,  ^md  the  capadty  of 
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MailbQioogh  and  Prince  Eugene,  who,  in  mifitery- 
gmmm,  {wrjMfM  Hurpaaaed  the  most  cdebfatedgmemk 
^fVar  Feanee  pradnoed«* 

The  Tapod  isniceiaiBea  o(  the  allies  at  the  c^njng  of 
thft  campaign,  shewed  to  the  world  that  the  fiNrtna^  of 
war  had  changed  ddss;  and  Louia,  instead  <»£  ptei^ 
jhanmngthe  enemy's  ooiiniby  with  his  victovloosarinSf 
waarfinread  to  retire  wiidunliis^own  lineS)  aiidactupip 
tiM  dBfansrre.  The. flroich  army  in  the  NethfB^tends 
uras  ocmmianded  hf  Mardud  Boufflers,  or  rather  -  t)ie 
ymmg  Diike>of  Burgundy,  wlia  had  come  to  mtudy  the 
art  e£  war  under  his  directions:  that  of  the  Conii^ 
d8raite(il»  by  die  Eari  of  Marlboronghy  tpfao  arrived  in 
the  oamp  about  the  iBiid  of  June. 

Ihw^us  to  that  date^  the  dUies  had  made  eonii4er« 
able  progress^  and  gained  sereral  advantages  ov^  tba 
enemy.  Their  .first  conquest  was  the  smaU  town  of 
Keyseihswaeit. — It  belonged  to  the  Elector  of  CohogMi 
wliOy  being  in  alliance  with  Louis,  had  a^^nitted  a 
BeeDdh  garrison  into  it.  The  trenches  were  i^ned 
on  Ae  10th  of  April,  by  a  deta^shmisnt  under  the 
Piiinoe  of  Nassau,  and  after  an  obitipate  siege  of  two 
mondia,  the  town  capitidated,  aod-  was  r^uc^d.  to  a 
heap  of  ruins. 

r  -AnethBr  ^insifm  of  the  G^^od^n^.  ai!|ny,  uQder 
General  Cohom,  broke  iirto  Fland^w,  foreed  and  de« 
jMudialied  the  whole  line  of  fortiificationa  betwew  St. 
Doaet.and  babdla^whieh  the  ^lemy  bad  been  many 
nnithsinniiBing  wi&great  hibour  and  espeI|ee^aafl 
ai  ihe  same  time,  ;laid  the  castellany  of  Bruges  under 
eokitribation.    Jn  June^  Marsbal  Bofifllers  mada  an 
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lUitempt  on  the  city  of  Nimeguen,  but  his  design  was 
completely  frustrated  by  the  Earl  of  Athlone,  who  com- 
manded the  third  grand  division  of  the  Allied  army. 

On  the  arrival  of  Lord  Marlborough,  it  was  resolyed 
to  Ining  the  eheihy  to  a  decisive  action.  But  Mar- 
shal Boufflers,  whose  peculiar  talent  lay  in  command- 
ing a  flying  camp,  preferred  a  retreat  to  a  pitched 
battle;  and  the  Duke  of  Burgundy  who  had  come 
to  study  inilitary  tactics,  thinking  flight  unbecoming 
his  d^nity,  quitted  the  campaign  in  disgust,  having 
IciBmed  nothing  but  how  to  avoid  an  engagements 
The  allies  followed  up  their  successes,  and  took  seve-^ 
ral  places  with  little  or  no  resistance.  The  Castle  of 
Wert  was  taken;  the  towns  of  Veido,  Ruremonde, 
and  Stevenswert  surrendered;  Marshal  Boufflers  IeJI 
the  while  remaining  in  his  camp,  without  ofiering^'to 
annoy  the  allies,  or  making  any  motion  to  relieve  the 
besieged. 

With  these^^  conquests,  the  Deputies  of  the  States 
were  willing  to  have  closed  the  campaign,  but  Lord 
Marlborough  resolved  to  attempt  the  reduction  of 
Liege  which  the  Elector  of  Bavaria  had  delivered 
into  the  hands  of  the  French ;  foreseeing  of  what  ad- 
vantage it  would  be  for  winter  quarters  to  a  part  of 
his  army,  and  the  glory  that  would  redound  to  the 
Confederates  fironi  this  importMit  acquisition.  This' 
rich  and  populous  city  lies  in  a  pleasant  valley  en*' 
vironed  with  hills,  the  Mense  entering  it  in  two 
branches,  which  with  several  smaller  istreanis,.  form 
many  delightful  islands.  The  castle,  which  stood  on 
the  brow  of  a  hill,  was  of  great  strength,  and  com- 
manded the  whole  city.  The  Allied  army  sat  down 
before  the. place  on  the  12th  of  October;  on  the  14th 
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three  English  Regiments  of  horse,  and  as  many  bat- 
talions of  foot  under  Lord  Cutts,  took  possession  of 
the  town.  On  the  18th  the  batteries  were  opened 
against  the  citadel,  and  on  the  S9th  the  garrison  capi* 
tulated.  The  French  were  thus  obliged  to  abandon 
Spanish  Guelderland,  and  resign  to  the  Allies  the 
command  of  the  country  between  the  Meuse  and  the 
Scheldt,  while  the .  reduction  of  Keyserswaert  and 
L*andau  opened  a  commmupation  between  the  armies 
on  the  Meuse  and  the  Rhine.  Such  was  the  termina- 
tion of  this  prosperous  campaign.  The  Earl  of  Marl- 
borough, by  his  good  conduct,  had  established  himself 
in  the  affection  of  the  army.  He  was  complimented 
by  the  States,  and  created  a  Duke  by  Queen  Anne,  in 
jeyimjcd  for  his  eminent  services.  The  anpy  brdce 
iip»  and  retired  to  quarters  in  November.* 

^  It^ediard's  life  of  Marlborough* 
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CHAPTER  IX- 


CAMPAIGN  SECOND,  lf«a. 


Opening  of  the  Caiiq^aign*—Ciq;itain  Blackader  kiUa  a  brotlier  Offieer 
— Declinea  a  Challenge-^trictures  on  Duelling— EztFacta—Siic- 
cesses  of  the  Allies.  .       . 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  arrived  at  the  Hague  on 
the  ITth  of  March,  to  open  the  campaign  of  1703, 
Ten  days  afterwards  he  reviewed  the  English  forces 
which  were  garrisoned  in  the  country  about  Liege, 
and  ordered  all  the  troops  to  be  in  readiness  to  take 
the  field.  Operations  commenced  ( 14th  of  April)  with 
thesiegeofBonn^avery  ancient  and  strong  cityinthe 
inrcle  of  the  Lower  Rhine,  within  the  Archbishoprick 
of  Cologne,  and  usually  the  residence  of  the  Princes 
of  that  name.  19ie  siege  was  carried  on  with  vigour 
and  success,  and  on  the  15th  of  May  the  city  sur* 
rendered.  On  this  service,  Captun  Blackader  was  not 
employed,  being  then  at  Meastricht ;  in  the  neighbour-^ 
hood  of  which,  a  number  of  the  Confederates  lay.  * 

«— — ^— ^^™^— '    ■■■»  I  ■!■■  .1  II  y t^       m 

•  Lediard,  tqI,  i.  p.  16& 
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As  h»  was  not  engaged  in  any  particular  ao1io% 
ftr  titae  of  importance  was  transacted  in  course  of 
the  oampaign,  his  Diary  for  this  year,  is  rather  nik< 
interestiiig.  While  in  quarters  he  laments,  as  usuai^ 
faia  wtmt  of  opportunities  freqn^itly  to  attend  religiooa 
ci;dauui0e%  and  that  the  discourses  he  heard,  were  boI 
calculated  to  make  that  impression  on  liis  mind  he. 
eqnld  have  wished* 

February  21.  SabbaOi.  I  heard  aDntchserm<»iin 
the  forenoon,  and  a  French  ouq  in  the  afternoon,  bat 
Ml;  Utde  the  better  for  either  of  thenu  .They  had  not 
tiiat  qaickemng  and  reviving  influence  to  put  an  edge 
^od&rvoiur  on  my  n^ind.^  In  the  evening,  I  retired  to 
pfay  to  God  for  more  tender  rndtings  of  heart,  and 
mcKre  tntenseness  of  desires  towards  him ;  and  wfam 
I  bad  poored  out  my  soul,  I  came  away  easy  and' 
obeerfiiL 

Tbe  following  passage  refers  to  the  death  of  hia 
bmAer's  wife  in  Edinburgh,  which  affected  him  vevy 
flBBflibly. 

March  24.  TUs  day  I  got  the  sad  account  of  the 
dsatli  of  a  near  and  dear  relation*  I  bless  the  Lovd 
she  has  died  in'  the  full  assurance  of  fidth.  Her  soul : 
la  now  wafted  beyond  this  boisterous  sea  of  afflictioaa 
and  crosses,  into  a  delightful  haven  of  rest  and  hiqipt«« 
ness..  May  the  Lord  be  a  comfort  to  the  disconsor 
kstef  soGtary  husband,  and  a  parent  to  his  poor  smidl 
ddldieii.  I  trust  to  him,  and  cast  upon  his  care  these 
five  aK>theries8  children,  with  my  sister's  five  fotheiv 
leas  children;  his  goodness  can  supply  their  loss. 
May  he  sanctify  this  providence  to  us  all,  and  mal:a 
us  sabmissive  when  his  rod  speaki  to  us. 
~  Ikloli  of  ibisy  and  the  subsequent  month,  bo  conk^ 
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plaiii8  of  fiitigniiig  marcheB;  want  of  repose;  and 
danger  of  being  aorpriaed  by  the  enemy.  Hk  arrival 
ai  Meaatricht,  which  he  now  yiaitad  after  an  interval 
of  many  years,*  brought  to  his  recollection  a  very  me- 
nM>rable  and  &tal  accident  of  which  he  had  be^i.  the 
ittiocent  occasion,  but  for  which  he  ever  entertained 
the  fflncerest  regret.  This  refers  to  a  duel  which  he 
fought  with  a  brother  officer,  the  son  of  a  noble  fimuly 
in  this  country,  and  in  which  he  was  unhappily  m- 
atnimental  in  depriving  him  of  his  life. 
:  The  affiur  took  place  in  1691,  when  he  was  a  yetj 
yonngman:  It  is  said  to  have  originated  in  some  triffing 
verbal  dispate  vnth  a  Captain  S  ,  while  over  their 
wine,  in  a  company  after  dinner.  Captain  S.  it  ap- 
pears, had  taken  ofienee  at  some  expressions  dropt  by 
his  Mend  in  conversation,  as  if  intended  to  call  in  ^piea- 
tion  his  veracity.  Meeting  with  him  some  time  after- 
wards, he  reminded  him  of  the  alleged  insult,  and  in- 
sisted upon  having  immediate  satisfinction.  His  friend, 
astonished  and  unconscious  of  giving  offence,  asserted 
hia  innocence,  as  he  could  recollect  of  nothing  he  had 
said  that  could  have  the  least  tendency  to  asperse  eir 
iigure  his  character.  In  vain,  however,  did  he  al-» 
tempt  to  justify  himself,  and  to  shew  him  that  the 
words  he  had  used  were  on  a  trifling  occamon,  and 
not  capable  of  the  construction  he  put  upon  them*,  b 
vain  did  he  assure  him,  that  if  he  had  given  him  j«at 
provocation,  he  was  ready  to  make  any  proper  apol<^, 
or  any  concession  or  repaialion  he  had  a  right  to  de- 
mand.  In  a  paroxysm  of  rage^  and  incapable  of  listen-^ 
ing  to  reason,  Captain  a  drew  his  sword,  and  wshed 
on  Lieutenant  Blackader,  who,  for  some  time,  kept 
retr^ting  and  expostidating;  wQling  to  terminale  the 
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diqmte  in  fiome  more,  amicable  way.  At-  lengtl^ 
finding  all  his  remonstrances  ineffectaal^  and  percejl<- 
ing  his  own  life  in  danger,  he  saw  himself  oUiged,  in 
sel&defence,  to  close  with  his  antagomst.  An  unibr^ 
tmiale  thmst  soon  laid  the  Captain  Ufeless  at  Mv  ftet 
The  consequences  of  this  rash  misadventons  might 
have  ^ored  &tal  to  himself,  but  fortunately  the  whole 
oontest  was  seen  from  the  ramparts  of  the  town^  bj 
several  soldiers  who  bote  witness. to  the  necessitjr 
under  which  he  was  laid  to  defend  his  life. .  The 
matter  was  speedily  adjusted;  and  after  a  r^^imental 
trial)  the  Lieutenant  was  honouriihly  acquitted.  TImi 
eyent,  however,  was  too  solemn,  and  made  too  deep 
an  ompression  on  his  mind  ever  to  be  forgotten ;  and 
it  is  said,  as  long  as  he  lived,  he  observed  the  annir 
veraary  of  it  as  a  day  of  mourning,  of  penitence^  and 
prayer. 

April 2B.  Marching  all  this  day.  We  came. to 
Maestricht  in  the  evening,  but  thii^  here  have  a  bad 
aqieet ;  the  enemy  preventing  us,  and  disappointing 
aur  designs :  although,  I  Uess  God,  I  am  not  anxioua 
about  events;  he  keqps  me  in  perfect  peace,  I  have 
nothing  to  fear.  At  night  I  went  alone  to  visit  that 
spot  of  ground,  as  near  as  I  could  find  it,  where,, 
twelve  jeax%  ago^  I  committed  that  unhappy  action  ? 
Hiere  I  fell  down  on  my  knees,  and  prayed  as  I  had. 
dcme  several  times  throughout  the  day,  that  Godi 
would  deliver  me  from  blood-guiltiness;  that  the 
blood  of  the  Lamb  might  purify  the  stain,  and  wash 
away  the  crimson  dye  of  that  poor  paan's  Uood.  .  I 
hope  the  Lord  heard  my  prayer,  and  cleansed  my 
heart  as  well  as  my  hands  from  that  pollution. 

May  2.    This  night  I  went  agaip  to  the  same  ^laco^. 
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.where  I  hud  «erMm9  thcmglitsy  and  8<»iie  asaUmce  oi 
jmy  sin's  hemg  piurdmecL 

..  While  upon  this  subject,  we  may  notioe  another 
waeourreace  of  a  similar  nature,  that  took  place  at  a 
nbsequeut  period  of  his  military  life.  The.preeifle 
datd  cannot  now  be  ascertained,  but  it  must  evidently 
tev9  happened  during  some  of  the  oamipaigns,  eithcar 
in  Germany  or  the  Netherlands.  He  is  said,  upon 
what  occasioii  we  know  not,  to  have  received  a  dhal- 
Isii^e,  which  he  refused  to  accept ;  as  he  did  not  see 
sufficient  cause  to  justify  so  desperate  a  resource.  His 
adversary,  in  consequence  of  this  ref usal,  threatened 
to  post  him  aa  a  coward,  to  which  he  replied  cooUy» 
^  That  he  was  not  afraid  of  his  reputation  being  im* 
pained,  even  if  the  threat  were  carried  into  executioib.'' 
&  Jka^ened  at  this  time,  that  an  attempt  was  detST' 
mined  on  against  the  enemy,  of  a  kind  so  desperate^ 
diat  the  Dube  of  Alvrlborot^  hesitated  to  what  oftoer 
ha  should  assign  the  command,  and  had  resolved  to 
dfodde  the  majtter  by  throwing  the  dice.  Gqptam 
Hackader  went  imidiediately  to  him,  and  offered  to 
undertake  the  dut]^.  His  offer  was  accepted ;  and  by 
liie  Providence  of  God,  he  came  off  with  great  loss  of 
men,  but  without  any  personal  injury ;  and  with  the 
eomplete  establishment  of  his  character,  not  only  as  a 
brave  man,  and  an  able  dSSbcer,  but  also  with  general 
estimation  as  a  consistent  Christian, 
r  These  anecdotes  exhibit  Captain  Blackadar's  eha- 
raeter  in  a  very  interesting  and  instructive  pioint  ci 
view.  Though  persuaded  that  the  profession  of  arms 
is  not,  in  principle,  incompatible  with  the  profession 
of  religion;  yet  when  the  laws  of  the  one  were  found, 
to  be  directly  at  variance  with  the  laws  of  the  other, 


cftAP.  nu         •  tAHFAiay  sbcovd.  101 

lie  kad  no  hesitatioii  in  dedding  which  of  the  two 
ought  to  regulate  hk  conduct  Though  a  soldier^  he 
^Bd  not  tofrget  tibat  he  wbm  a  Christian;  and  he  hae 
shewa,  that  while  he  eenred  with  araal  and  fidditjr 
ondtf  the  standard  of  an  earthly  sovereign,  he  could 
maintain  an  allegiBnce  no  less  inviolable  to  the  sacred 
banner  of  the  cross.  He  had  too  much  rfigaid  f<Mr  the 
■anctions  of  the  Divine  Law,  and  the  express  dechi»» 
tkms  of  Scripture  against  morder  and  revenge,  to 
abed  innocent  blood  from  tihe  cajnace  of  &shion;  or 
mbmit  to  be  regulated  in  his  actions  by  the  fencifiil 
and  arbitrary  ^enactments  of  human  authority.  In 
the  first  unhappy  accident  related  above,  he  drew  his 
weapon  with  reluctance,  and  not  until  self-^defenoe 
had  made  it  absolutely  necessary.  If  he  had  injured 
Us  antagonist,  he  was  wiffing  to  repail*  the  injustice. 
If  he  had  been  betrayed  mto  any  inadvcertence  of 
flpeeeh,  from  levity  or  want  of  due  circumspeetioa^ 
{Ibr  he  disclaimed  all  intentionai  offNice, )  lie  wnaTeady 
to  apologize  or  oifi?r  any  reasonable  sa1is£Mtion.  lib 
cenadered  it  no  humiliation«^notliing  derogatory  ta 
ins  reputation  as  on  officer  <»*iEt  gendeman,  toadknow^ 
ledge  his  imprudence  or  his  error.  But  the  unfortn^ 
nate  victim,  deaf  to  every  remonstrance,  rushed  head- 
long  on  destruction,  and  paid  with  his  blood  the  prios 
of  his  felly. 

In  the  Hoond  instance.  Captain  Bladkader  prevented 
the  repetition  of  a  idmilar  tragedy,  at  the  fearftd  risk 
of  eommitting  a  trespass  f^ainst  tiie  omnipotent  laws 
ci  military  honour.  He  was  threatened  with  the 
odions  and  appalling  imputation  of  a  coward,  because 
he  refused  to  expose  his  life  to  the  fiury  of  a  madman, 
4Mr  jbeeeme  himsetf  a  deEberate  muidierei?.    Tt»a  "(%* 
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taatl  was  not  made  from  any  want  of  courage,  or  oa 
any  ground  of  fear,  which  i)ie  moot  piaillanimouB  are 
always  the  most  reluctant  toacknowledge;  but  fromhia 
eonviction,  that  nalawofAofiCNcr, though  enforced  byaU 
tike  penalties  of  in£uny  and  disgrace  among  men,  and 
sanctioned  by  the  patronage  and  example  of  the 
highest  miUtary  authorities,  could  possibly  impart  to 
any  human  being  a  right  to  shed  the  blood  of  his 
Mlow-creature.  He  would  have  been  content  to  re- 
linquish his  friends  and  his  commission,  sooner  than 
be  in  any  way  a  willing  accomplice  in  an  affidr  so 
repugnant  to  his  conscience  and  his  feelings,  so  utterly 
in  violation  of  every  principle  he  had  been  accustomed 
to  venerate. as  sacred.  To  purchase  the  esteem  of  the 
world  on  these  terms,  would  be  to  incur  an  indelible 
disgrace,  to  establish  an  idle  reputation  on  the  ruins 
of  his  own.  peace  and  innocence.  Having  expressed 
)as  contrition  for  the  undesigned  offence,  and  tendered 
ovnrtares  of  reconciliation,  he  may  be  considered  as 
having  done  enough  to  acquit  himself — not  perhaps 
according  to  the  refined  maxims  of  his  profession,  but 
certainly  in  the  judgment  of  every  candid  and  sober 
mind. 

As  to  the  charge  of  cowardice,  he  might  perhaps 
have  repelled  it  by  an  appeal  to  his  former  rencontre—- 
to  the  many  dangers  he  had  already  faced-*and  the 
vnimpeachable  honour  of  his  military  reputation.  In 
the  general  tenor  of  his  character  for  meekness,  for- 
bearance, and  aversion  to  stir  up  strife,  he  had  a 
moral  armour  that  might  have  blunted  the  shafts  of 
calumny,  and  made  the  false  or  petty  accusations  of 
his  adversary  recoil  upon  his  own  head.  He  might 
have  rebutted  the  charge  with  the  truly  noble  reply  of 
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■ 

hiB  eddbrated  ooimtrymaii  and  cmipaaion  in  arini^ 
**  I  .£mc  smnii^,  tihtongh  you  know  I  do  not  fnat 
(jf^iingJ**  ButhewentastepfiEurther.  He  retrieved 
Ids  konoor  witkont  Tiolating  his  principles.  He  made 
his  sword,  cancel  the  imputation  of  cowardice — ^doI 
hy  plunging  it,  without  provocation,-  into  the  boseni 
of  his  friend— not  by  depiivmg  the  service,  it  may  bei 
of  a  brave  officer-— or  involving  perhaps,  in  sorrow 
and»  disgrace,  a  widow  and  orphan  &mily;  but  bf 
s^ptaUxing .  his  courage  against  the  enemies  of  h&i 
country— by  venturing  fearlessly,  and  of  his  own  ao-^ 
cord^  on  a  desperate  expedition  of  chance,  where 
nettlrar  duty  nor  necessity  called  him.  Here  he  dia^i 
played  his  bravery  where  alone  it  could  be  most 
hoitoarably  and  most  advantageously  displayed*  And 
how  much  more  creditable  does  this  conduct  appear^ 
I  may  .venture  to  say,  even  in  the  eye  of  his  own  pro* 
fesBion,  than  if.  he  had  come  off  with  the  heroism  of 
running  his  antagonist  through  the  body,  or  fallen 
himself  a  victim  to  this  imaginary  test  of  valour. 
:  It  has  been  matter  of  just  and  frequent  astonish* 
meiit,  how  this  detestable  practice  of  duelling,  should 
not  only  be  tolerated  as  an  indispensible  evil,  but  meet 
with  advocates  and  defenders,  who  would  retain  it 
either  from  motives  of  virtue, — as  if  this  barbarous  and 
Gothic  custom  were  of  a  more  polishing  and  civilizing 
influence  than  the  spirit  of  Christianity;  or  of  necaes- 
M^, — as  if  no  other  principle  on  earth  were  powerful 
emmgh  to  maintain  order  and  propriety  among  men. 
The  laws  of  murder  and  assassination  they  have  ex- 
alted into  a  study,  and  a  science  which  must  be  cul- 
.  _.  * 

*  Life  of  Colonel  Gardiner. 
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livalad  as  ah  aooomplidiiiMiit  by  evary  pretendbr  to 
fjBHteel  edueation;  which  forma  the  cabalistic  charm  of 
admitteace  into  the  company  of  hommtable  men  or  the 
drde  cS  polite  society.  A  fisw  such  instances,  ho«r* 
aifWTy  as  the  one  recorded  above,  would  go  far  to  alter 
tfca  ]^revailing  taste,  and  direct  the  current  of  puWc 
fifibuon  against  these  absurd  and  erroneous  maxims. 
We  know  well  what  unbounded  efl|cacy  the  patronage 
and  example  of  official  or  leading  characters  exert  over 
natters  of  £Eudiion  or  amusements  Places  of  publio  re* 
mutt  sink  rapidly  into  discredit  and  decay,  the  nuteenl 
they  oease  to  frequent  them.  Manners  or  opinions  Ihat 
waAy  have  held  long  and  undisputed  sway  over  the 
Imman  inind,  whenever  they  cease  to  be  honoured  by 
tbeir  countenance  and  support,  are  proscribed  the 
eireles  of  politeness,  and  abandoned  as  the  reUea  of  a 
9v}gar  and  antiquated  age.  In  short,  even  pleasures 
and  dissipations  that  have  all  the  advantages  of  ee» 
flopecy,  and  may  plead  the  desires  t£  nature,  no  sooner 
lose  the  m^c  attraction  of  fashionable  names,  tiiaa 
the  general  taste  instantly  declares  against  them*  Ex- 
jitnples  of  this  kind,  therefore,  would  operate  asr  m 
salutary  antidote  against  the  epidemic  Contagion  of 
single  combat,  and  furnish  a  more  successfiil  weapon 
than  all  the  argument  and  raillery  that  has  Imn 
employed  against  it,  for  attacking  and  putting  down 
a  custom,  which  k  contrary  to  the  principles  of  rte* 
soil  and  justice-*-repugnant  to  the  feelings  of  hunfrw 
nity, — and  condemned  by  the  laws  of  God  and  man. 
While  the  allies  were  besieging  Bonn,  tiie  Mardiak 
Villeroi  and  Boufflers  conceived  the  project  of  attack** 
ing  Liege,  and  with  this  design  had  provided  15,000 
pioneers^  SOOO  waggons,  and  other  nei^essaries.  In  the 
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bag^iiuiiiif  Jdf  Mbj  ^bf&Y  miYvaced  imoxlpeoiedly  with 
an  mauf  of  40,000  men,  to  Tongres,  13  milM  trom 
loegio.  T^  obliged  the  confederate  troc^  in  thM 
pUee .  to.  iwtnttt  with  all  possible  speed,  nnd^r  thi^ 
eamum  of  Maegtricht,  eight  miles  off.  The  enemy  fett 
Jtfad  ibe  small  garrison  of  Tongres,  and  compelled 
them  to  surrender  at  discretion,  after  a  brave  dtieome 
plSB  hxmau  This  delajr  gave  the  rest  of  the  foroes 
about  Maestri^  time  to  draw  together;  and  when 
the  enemy  approached  they  found,  to  their  surprise 
and  dissppwitment,  the  confederates  drawn  np  la 
arder  of  balde^  under  General  D' Auv^nerque^  and 
{unoparad  &r  an  engagement,  though  mndi  inferior  m 
linndier.  An  opposition  so  unexpected  stag^eYed  the 
aaM^ntion  ef  the  two  Marshals.  F^m  ten  in  '&» 
BsorniBg  until  three  in  the  afternoon,  the  two  armies' 
alaod  garaag  at  each  other,  within  cannon  reach; 
when  the  enemy,  not  daring  to  attack,  returned  bacl^  to 
Tongres,  leaving  to  the  Allies  an  unstained  victory. 

Mof^  1.  Now  there  is  some  aiq»earance  of  action.  I 
Uess  God^  I  need  not  be  afraid  to  face  death  or  go  to 
4gh^  fiir  the  Lord  of  armies  is  my  covetianted  God| 
and  I  commit  myself  cheerfully  to  him. 

Mof^  3.  This  has  been  a  remarkable  day.  In  the 
UMming,  the  whole  French  army  advanced  to  attack 
us :  Our  army  drew  out,  and  there  was  all  the  ap* 
pearatice  could  be  of  a  battle.  Their  lines  came  so 
near  us,  that  our  cannon  played  upon  them.  For  my- 
self, I  had  a  serious  spiritual  composed  frame  through 
the  day ;  was  in  no  hurry  or  fear,  and  not  anxious 
about  the  event.  I  did  not  depend  on  any  stock  of 
coorage  within  myself,  but  sought  it  from  God,  and 
he  gave  it  me.  Towards  evening  the  enemy  retired^ 
and  we  returned  to  our  camp. 
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•  JMay  16.  Marchiiig  from  four  in  the  'morning  till 
eleven :  muck  fktiguecL  I  was  surprised  a  litde  nviih 
parimnn,  and  spake  a  rask  ill-ckosen  word,  for  wkick 
I  was  sorry,  and  implored  Ckrist  for  pardon.  Lying 
tew  near  Tongres,  wkick  brings  to  my  mind  a  pro- 
Tidence  of  twelve  years  old,  and  stirs  me  up  to  bless 
Qod  and  be  tkankfuL 

Tke  wkole  montk  of  June  was  spent  in  pursuing 
the  enemy  from  place  to  place,  and  endeavouring  to 
draw  tkem  to  a  batde,  wkick  they  carefully  avraded. 
Tke  Duke  of  Marlborougk,  wko  kad  proceeded  to 
Maestrickt  after  tke  siege  of  Bonn,  pressed  tkem  so 
bard,  tkat  tkey  were  obliged  to  continue  at  arms  nig^t 
and  day,  retreating  before  kim  witk  great  precipita- 
tion. Finding  it  impossible  to  provoke  tkem  to  an 
engagement,  tke  Duke  resolved  to  force  ikeir  in* 
trenckments,  wkick  was  done  in  two  different  plaoea 
by  General  Cokom  and  Baron  Spar. 

Jiine  9.     Tkis  day  we  were  reviewed. 

June  15.  On  command  tkis  and  tke  tkree  follow- 
ing days,  wkick  discomposes  me,  as  I  am  never  rigkt 
unless  I  kave  quiet  retirement  in  tke  intervals  of 
bufidness. 

June  18.  Marcking  all  tkis  week,  often  botk  nigkt 
Sind  day.  It  kas  been  tke  kardest  for  &tigue  I  ev&t. 
marcked  in.  Yet  I  bless  God,  I  was  serene  and  con-* 
tented.  Tkougk  a  slave  in  tke  galleys,  I  skould  tkink 
it  keaven  to  enjoy  communion  witk  kim.  Witk  His 
presence,  all  places  of  tke  eartk  are  alike  to  me. '  I 
see  from  tke  ill  company  around  me,  tkat  tke  peace 
<^  conscience,  satisfaction  and  tranquillity  of  soul, 
flowing  from  tke  reflection  of  kaving  employed  time 
well,  fiau*  surpasses  all  tke  sensual  pleasures  tkat  eartkly 
men  are  capable  of  relisking  in  tiiis  world. 
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SpotHdng  of  the  decline  of  morality  in  the  regiment, 
and  ocmtrasting  the  general  conduct  of  the  military 
with  what  it  used  to  be,  he  observes,  '^  This  is  a  sad 
corps  X  am  engaged  in ;  vice  raging  openly  and  im- 
podently.  They  speak  just  such  language  as  devib 
would  do.  I  find  this  ill  in  our  trade,  that  there  m 
now  so  much  tyranny  and  knavery  in  the  army,  that 
it  is  a  wonder  how  a  man  of  a  straight,  generous, 
honest  soul  can  live  in  it.  I  own  I  am,  on  many  ao- 
ooonts,  unfit  for  it,  or  for  any  business  or  dealing  that 
requires  a  suppleness  and  dexterity  of  temper  to  ply 
and  manage  every  body  according  to  their  various 
humours  and  passions.  Armies  which  used  to  be  fttll 
of  men  of  great  and  noble  souls,  are  now  turned  to  a 
parcel  of  mercenary,  fawning,  le^^nl,  dissipated  crea- 
tures;  the  dregs  and  scum  of  muikind :  And  those 
who  .will  not  fawn  and  crouch,  are  made  the  butt 
of  malice,  and  oppressed  by  the  joint  conspracy  of 
wicked  men." 

,  On  the  last  day  of  June,  the  battle  of  Eckeren 
was  fought  between  General  Obdam,  with  a  few 
battalions  of  the  Dutch,  not  exceeding  10,000  men, 
and  Sbrshal  Boufflers,  who  was  detached  from  the 
main  army,  with  a  body  of  about  30,000  troops, 
and  came  upop  the  Allies,  by  surprise,  at  the  village^ 
of  Eckeren,  four  miles  north  of  Antwerp.  In  this 
action,  the  Marshal  had  the  advantage,  though  ha 
lost  more  thaii  double  the  number  of  men,  and  was 
obliged  to  abandon  the  field  of  battle  by  night,  with* 
out  beat  of  drum.  That  part  of  the  army,  under  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  was  not  present  at  this  en- 
gagement ;  but  in  order  to  repair  the  disadvantages 
ibey  had  sustained,  his  Orace>  on  the  87th  of  July, 
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again  attempted  to  draw  Marshal  Yilkroi  to  a  battle, 
which  the  latter  avoided,  setting  fire  to  hii  camp,  and 
netiring  within  his  lines. 

Of  these  operations,  the  Diary  for  this  month,  takes 
«o  notice*  The  only  passage  worth  extracting,  is 
ene  which  gives,  very  distinctly,  die  Writer's  notionfi 
Ml-  his  fitvonrite,  thmigh  somewhat  fimciful  theory  of 
prayer. 

t^iJEy  6.  I  met  with  something  TeryremarkaUe  this 
momii^.  I  was  praying  for  sanctification,  and  £nr 
more  grace,  without  thinking  on  any  temporal  mercy. 
The  ^irit  of  God  impressed  me,  of  a  sudden,  to  seek 
a  temporal  Uessing,  which  I  did ;  and  I  found  snek 
access  and  enlargement,  and  fiiiih  so  Uyely  and  stvong, 
thati  had  reason  totUid:heheardme;  and  I  keliemd 
Ml  the  performance  of  it.  Now,  ordinarily  I  do  not 
iedE  temporal  mercies  peremptorily  or  positiFsly,  but 
with  submission  to  his  will  and  Providence ;  nor  do  I 
think  I  am  inclined  to  enthusiasm;  but  I  thkJc  i 
should  dight  and  neglect  the  motions  of  God'a  Spirit, 
which  certainly  impress  the  soul  sensibly  on  frequent 
occasions,  if  I  should  i|ot  take  special  notice  of  these 
Biipulses,  when  I  find  so  many  concurring  marks; 
I  wast  dierefinre  patiently  finr  the  accompliahmrat ; 
and  am  also  well  satisfied  to  want  it,  if  the  Lecd 
please;  but  I  think  it  was  sealed  to  me,  and  his  Spirit 
never  seals  alio. 

I  have  this  uptaking^  of  prayer,  and  die  hearing  of 
prayer:  When  Christ,  who  has  purdnsed  all  gMd 
things  for  us,  has  a  mind  to  give  us  a  partieular 
mercy,  he  intM-cedes  with  the  Father  as  our  Advoeale^ 
and  having  obtained  it,  the  Spirit,  who  being  God 
equal  with  (he  Fadier  and  Son^  and  is  witness  to 
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idi9irGIirfM<  iitotoedai  for  imd  obtains  for  u%  comM 
down,  or  is.Miit  down,,  mid  angg^ts  to  the  believ^t 
oool;:  ]ln{iiraMing  it  strongly  to  pat  up  that  very  suit, 
and  adk  the  aaiae  nuetrcy  he  heard  granted  to  Christie 
TrtMPPCWwioB  in  heayen.  The  believer  entertains  aad 
disriikss  tbo  motion,  and  puts  up  the  suit  in  Christ^^s 
luMb  The  Spirit  intercedes  boldly  with  u%  because 
be  know*  Christ  has  obtained  it.  The  believer  begs 
b<i]|Uy^  because  Christ  having  a  mind  to  give,  does 
al#ayi  give  &ith  the  honour  of  it,  by  setting  it  la 
Wfiric;  sod  whenever  fiddi  inteiposes,  he  sees  Uie 
jtaainesS:  k  dime.  When  faith  draws,  Christ  lets  go 
tbe  hcdd  to  us;  and  when  it  st<^ps,  be  stops. 

AsigMfL  Marching  all  this  day»  In  this  oar 
Isade  WIS  lUce  hurried  about  and  carried  as  straws 
down  a  water.  Thei^  is  little  freedom  or  eom£art  in 
spCfflding  most  <rf  our  tiitie ;  &tigmtd.till  oor  spirits  are 
qm^  and  we  are  good  for  nothing;  then  we  miM 
eat,  drink,  and  deep:;  then  some  new  fatigues  whieli 
amit  be  n^p^ked;  agilin  we  must  eat^.  drink,  and 
sleeps  and  so  we  go  our  round  like  the  beasts  of  the 
field. 

jMgw^f^.  We  had  adesign  of  fighting,  tibe  enemy 
making  as  if  they  intended  action,  but  it  was  agun 
put  off. 

AfngudVi.  Bidii^  all  this  day.  In  the  af temooi^ 
I  retired  all  akme  to  the  fields  to  offer  my  gratefid 
jEiemembrance  c^  Qod's  goodness  to  me  and  mine 
tbrougih  this  campaign. 

On.  the  17th  of  this  month  Huy  was  invested  by  a 
d^aebment  from  the  grand  army,  and  in  ten  days  the 
town.and  castle  surrendered;  the  allies  having  not  lost 
above  twenty  men.    At  this  siege  Captain  Blackad^r 
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not  present,  Colonel  Frederick  Hamilton  being 
the  only  Englisli  brigadier  in  that  service.* 

The  siege  of  Limburg  was  next  determined  upon. 
Has,  though  a  small,  was  a  very  strong  city,  and 
ottptal  of  the  Dukedom  or  territory  of  that  name. 
Hie  Duke  of  Marlborough  took  the  conmiand  in  per- 
aoiu  On  the  10th  of  September  the  town  was  In- 
vited, and  on  the  27th  it  capitulated.  The  city  of 
Ooelders  was  bombarded  in  December  by  a  detach- 
ttient  of  Prusnans,  and  reduced  to  a  heap  of  ruins, 
and  with  these  achievements  ended  the  campaign  for 
this  year.  The  allies  thus  quitted  the  field  with 
honour,  having  made  themselves  masters  of  the  Duciiy 
of  Limburg,  and  the  whole  Spanidb  Guelderland;  and 
secured  the  country  of  Liege  and  the  Electorate  of 
Cologne  from  tiie  incuraions*  of  the  enemy.  In  Oe- 
tober,  orders  were  issued  for  the  necessary  dispositioin 
of  the  troops  ip  their  quarters,  and  iAie  Duke  of 
Marlborougfa  soon  after  returned  to  England* 

Captain  Blackader  immediately  repcdred  to  Rot* 
ierdam,  where  his  lady  usually  remained  during  the 
campaign. 

.  October  11.  This  afternoon  I  arrived  at  Tox^res. 
IVesct  day  I  came  to  a  place  where  I  might  well  set 
lip  my  Ebenezer ;  mercy  was  on  all  hands :  on  the 
right  was  that  place,  where,  twelve  years  i^o^  that 
ever  to  be  r^retted  and  mournful  business  fell  out ; 
but  Grod,  I  trust,  has  delivered  me  from  blood-goilli- 
ness,  and  pardoned  my  sin.  On  the  lefi  was  that 
place  where  the  enemy  thought  to  have  surprised  us, 
and  cut  us  oiBT;  and  where  I  had  a  merciftd  deliver* 


*  Lediardy  toI.  i.  p.  1^. 


imoe  tbe  begimiiDg  of  this  same  campiugii,  idxmt  half 

October  19^  Marcfaii^  towards  Breda.  . 
•  Octoicr  28-.  Tiftvellmg  still,  sometimes  by  land^ 
sometimes  by  water,  and  with.  good.  co]^a|Miiiy.  Came 
al  inght  to  Dort,  where  we^  have  likewise  reason  te 
set;  up  our  Ebenezer,  and  remember  God's  vast  good^ 
Hess  andmercy  in  this  same  place. . 

Nvvemb^  2(k  My  lot  is  full  of  mercy,  but  like  a 
ifoiled  child,  except  I  have  that  which  I  am  most  fomd 
of,  I  cttnnot  relish  any  other  mercy.  After  a  long  and 
weary  march  we  came  into  Rotterdam.  O  what 
idiall  I  render  imto  God  for  all  his  goodness  to  me ;  now 
he  has  brought  me  home,  after  a  long  campaign,  to 
the  same  place  I  went  from.  I  beg  grace  to  pay  my 
TOWS,  and  mind  those  engagements  I  entered  into 
whea  I  went  out.  The  Lord  has  mercifully  pre^ 
sorved  me,  amongst  the  hazards  of  a  camp,  kept  me 
from  the  infection  of  ill  company — ^let  no  evil  befal 
me — ^no  plague  come  near  my  dweUing.  But  ah  ! 
what  shall  I  say ;  I  am  not  pleased  with  myself  since 
I  came  into  garrison.  I  see  I  cannot  carry  right 
either  imder  the  want  of  enjoyments, .  or  under  the 
possession  of  them;  I  have  too  much  complacency 
and  satisfaction  in  them ;  I  am  ready  to  turn  secure 
and  fall  asleep,  and  forget  that  this  is  not  my  home. 

December  9.  I  am  learning,  and  to  learn  to  know 
myself  every  day ;  and  since  I  came  here  I  have  made 
a  discovery  of  myself  I  knew  not  before.  There  is 
the  half  of  religion,  and  the  best  half  too,  that  I  am  a 
great  stranger  too,  viz.  submission  and  resignation  to 
God's  will,  and  a  giving  up  of  my  own  will.  I  see 
that  strong  affections  with  weak  grace,  is  like  a  sword 
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ill  a  madmBn's  hand.  When  the  inferior  passiont, 
appetites,  and  desires,  come  to  get  the  sway  and  com- 
mand, we  resemble  a  crazy  vessel  manned  by  drunk 
slaves,  who  nm  it  among  rooks  and  shelves,  in  storms 
and  hnrrieanes,  and  in  danger  of  shipvnreck  every 
moment*  But  when  the  Spirit  of  God,  (the  true 
pOot  of  the  soul,)  calm  reason  and  grace  take  the 
helm,  and  clap  these  unruly  slaves  under  hatches 
a^ain,  then  all  goes  well;  the  soul  glides  smoothly 
imder  the  gentle  gales  and  breezes  of  the  Spirit,  and 
pursues  its  steady  course  to  the  desired  haven  of  ever- 
lasting  rest  and  happiness. 
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CHAPTER  X. 


CAMJ^AIGN  THIRD,  1704. 


The  War  ccffried  into  Genxiany<— Extracts— ^Battle  of  ScbeUexiberg-i« 
Battle  of  Blenheim  or  Hochstet— Captain  Blackader  wounded— « 
Returns  to  Scotland^Success  of  Ae  Campaign. 

This  year  has  become  memorable  in  the  annals  of 
British  History,  being  sigtialized  by  more  brilliant  vio^ 
tones,  and  more  reaiarkable  success  than  had  hitherto 
attended  the  Confederate  arms.  T!he  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough, kiot  more  distinguished  as  an  intnBjnd  irar^ 
rior,  than  as  a  skillful  G^eral,  resolved  to  miJfie  the 
eaqieriment  of  transferring  the  seat  of  war  frcttn  die 
Netherlands  to  Glermany.  The  state  of  the  imperial 
doanBions  rendered  the  interposition  of  the  AlKes,  in 
that  quarter,  absolutely  necessary.  Hie  Heolot  of 
Bavaria,  now  in  the  interest  of  France,  had  ea^M 
hostilities  into  the  very  centre  of  the  empire.  He  had 
taken  Neuberg,  Ratisbon,  and  Paissali;  and  having 
j<Hned  Marshal  Villars,  they  defeated  the  Imperialists 
on  the  plains  of  Hochstet,  a  place  which  was.  sbon  Uf 
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become  renowned  by  one  of  the  moBt  signal  victoties 
of  the  Allies. 

The  Emperor  was  struck  with  consternation  at  these 
disasters,  and  reduced  to  the  last  extremity.  His  ter- 
ritories were  over-run  by  the  French  and  Bavarians^ 
who  had  penetrated  beyond  the  Danube,  and  threat^ 
oned  to  beside  him  in  his  own  capital. 

The  insurgents  in  Hungary  inenaced  him  on  the 
opposite  quarter,  and  nothing  but  immediate  succours 
seemed  capable  of  preserving  all  Grermany  from  revo^ 
lulion,  and  the  House  of  Austria  from  total  subver- 
sion. Count  Wratislau,  the  Emperor's  Envoy  Extra-" 
ordinary,  presented  a  memorial  to  the  Queen  of  Great 
Britain,  solicitmg  speedy  succour,  which  her  majesty 
was  plea^  to  grant,  by  ordering  the  Duke  of  Marlbo- 
rough and  a  part  of  the  Confederate  tdlx)0p6,  to  be  sent 
to  rescue  the  empire  from  its  unminent  danger.  iThese 
subsidies  could  be  the  better  spared,  since  the  fron- 
tiers of  Holland  were  now  tolerably  secured  ugainst  the 
invarions  of  the  enemy,  being  strongly  defisnded  by 
rivers, ,  finrts,  and  intrenchments.  A  sniall.  anny, 
imder  the  conimand  of  ,Mons.  D'Auvei^uerque,  was 
to  be  8tatiolEied.>in  FlaIlderis^  to  act  on  the  defensive; 
while  the  main  body.with  tiie  Duke  of  Marlboroughy 
were  to  march  upon  the  Rhine,  (wbich,  by  the  taking 
of  Bonn,  ^^.  laid.open  as  £ur  as  CoblentB)  with  the 
design,  as  was.^iwiLoat,  of  peiieivatii^into^FriRBei^ 
but  in  reality,  .toearryjthe  war  to  the  very  cenfinea  of 
Austria.  ..All  matt^ura  luting  to  the  operatbns  of- 1^ 
^»mpaign  being  happily.  Adjusted,  the-  Duke.  saii.'#at^ 
leaving  orders  to  the  British,  troops,  jmd  the  i^eet  o£  tfife 
forces,  to  direct  their/inarch  towuads  Coblents  aiid  the 
Moselle.     We  now  recur  to  our  subject 
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jBomarf  L  ReeblutioQ  to  spend  my  liiiM  better, 
so  as  I  may  have  peace  in  it;  to  serve  CkA  mcupe 
dieerloUy, — to  trdst  hiin,  and  etet  all  my  burdens 
tipon  him;  not  to  be  anxious  or  carefbl  about  any 
thing,  but  by  faith  and  prayer,  to  intranest  him  in  it. 
Lord,  give  me  grace  to  live  so. 

Jixmuary  2.  Sabbaih.  On  guard  this  day ;  and  by 
company,  kept  from  retirement  for  spiritual  thoughts. 

Jlamtaiy4h  My  judgment  sees  the  emptiness  and 
vanity  of  things  here  below,  yet  my  affidctions,  for  all 
that,  willbe  doating  upon  them.  Blessed  Jesus,  raise 
my  affections,  and  fix  them  upon  thyself. 

January  6.  This  day,  from  morning  till  night,  my 
spirits  sour  and  chagrined :  there  is  still,  as  it  were,  a 
wMght  upon  me ;  a  melancholy  temper,  inclined  to  dis- 
content, poisons  all  my  comforts.  Satan  also  works  by 
it,  and  the  least  accidebt  is  fiiel  to  it.  If  this  grows 
upon  me,  my  life,  which  has  been  made  sweet  and 
oomlbrtable  by  a  long  track  of  singular  mercies,  vrill 
beoomie  miserable.  At  night,  I  found  help  in  prayer 
by  fiiith,  believing  firmly  that  God  will  help  me  to 
serve  him  more  cheerfully  and  pleasantly. 

^hmutry'lb*  I  bless  God,  who  keeps  me  so  out  of 
tompitation — keeps  me  easy,  contented,  serene :  It  is 
Us-^goodness  ahme,  for  if  he  should  leave  me  to  my- 
se^  my  own  corruptions  would  rise  in  rebellion 
agninst  me,  and  make  me  miserable* 

Jmmarff  20.    I  find  great  diffinrence  in  m^  ttwam. 

Some  days  I  aa  serene,  cheerful,  contented ;  others, 

witkoHt  any  outward  eaose,  quite  the  reverse ;  wwj 

thiiig  ready  to  beeome  a  temptation* 

Jamutart  2L    TUs  day  bnstaess  went  on  well     f 
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^find'the  best  way  to  get  throogli  Irasiness  is,  to  Hoom- 
mitalltoOod. 

Feifuary  3.  I  keep  too  fiwt  a  hold  of  eardily  ear 
joymeiils :  I  shall  never  be  well,  until  I  come  to  that, 
viz.  to  rejoice  that  I  am  a  stranger  in  the  world,  that 
this  is  not  my  home, — to  rejoice  that  the  world  is  Tain 
and  unsatisfying,  -and  ^1  its  comforts  temporal  and 
perishing. 

Fd)ruarff  4.  If  I  could  live  by  fidth,  I  might  have 
a  sweet'ltfe;  ^r  I  find  the  v^ry  moments  in  Which  I  be- 
lieve, that  my  thonghto  and  temper  are  only  pleasant 
and  cheerful. 

jpsbfuary  8.   This  morning  access  to  God  in  prayer; 

^faith  Hvely ;  trosting  in  God ;  putting  aU  my  interests, 

my  *wifo  aiid  fanKOy  in  his  hands,  beliedng  firmly  that 

h)d  tH31  give  a^ood  account  of  all — ^tiiat  mercy  and 

goodness  shall  follow  me  and  her  this  campaign,  :as -it 

'ilid  the  last ;  for  beisides  the  ^promises  of  God  I  had 

laidt  year  to  trust  to,  I  have  also  the  sWeet  experinnoes 

6i '  the  last  eampaign  to  encourage  me,  how  he  gave 

'his  ahgels  charge  over  us,  that  no  plague  came  >nigh 

our  dwelling-^nb  evil  befel  iis.    We  SaW  li  pecuUttr 

care  bf  t^fovidehce  about  ns.     O  then,  I  ^diarireMfiheer^ 

"fiitly  to  trui^  a  covenanted  God  still,  and  {ileasantly 

'to.]^ilt  a  blank  in  a' kind  Father's  hand,  who,  I  amras- 

lBrtl]^'^nll  gi^'mfe  a  good  account  of  all,  Md  once 

more  put  songs  ofjMrafae  and  delivexftiioe  in  oifir  mottttte. 

tjoied  Jesus,  Btrengihen  our  fiitii.    It  is  oiily  by  'fidth 

'we  dbi  Hve.    When  that  fails,  dH  fails. 

After  writing  this  ^weet'expeiience,')ind  "prftyilig'it 

over  alone,  I  called  infiy  wifb,  aEfid  dh)e  and  1  jWayed  it 

ov^lr  jbintly,  blessing  and^jf^oieing  in  -God  fbil^  his 

ioercies  last  campaign ;  tniMting  in  him,  and  cniting 
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.  ouJPseLyes  upon  him  .this  campaign ;  believing  firmly 

ihat  he  will  follow  us  witbmercy  and  goodness  «till-— 

.  ibat  he  will  giye  his  angels  charge  over  us,*^ihat  he 

,  will  protect,  preserve,  guide,  and  direct  by  his  Spirit 

and  Providence, — ^and  that  all  shall  be  well  if  we  trust 

and  rely  upon  him. 

February  13.  Sabbath.  O  how  much  do  I  stand  in 
need  of  reviving,  quickening  ordinances.  I  complain 
.that  I  am  here  infected  by  the  people,  the  eoontry, 
and  the  company  I. live  in ;  grace  wastes  away,  and  1 
become  dry  as  a  parched  and  thirsty  land  wherein  no 
.water  is.  Woe  is  fne,  that  I  g(^(mrn  so  Img  in  Mesech^ 
Hat. I  dwell  in  the.  tents .(^Kedar,  I  long  to  be  under 
a  refreshing  gospel  ministry,  where  I  have  felt  the 
sweet  influences.of  his  Spirit  and  grace  upon  my  heart, 
.like  JDew  tgxm  the  tender  grass.  One  day^  0  Lordj 
in  thy  courts  is  worth  a  thousand. 

Fdmuxry  17.  Again  set  apart  this  momii^  and 
iprenoon,  with  my  .wife,  for  prayer,  to  humble  our- 
selves in  prospect  of  a  new  campaign,  and  to  depend 
-upon,  him  for  grace  and  strength.-^!  prayed  over  the 
ninety-first  Pisahn,  believing  the  sure  performance  of 
every  particukr  promise  in  it.  I  resolved  to  depend 
--miM».  upon  Christ,  and  to  employ  him  in  every  circutoi- 
stance  of  my  life. 

jFfbruary.  SO.  A  melancholy  Sabbath,  dejected  and 
dcapoading.  O  how  much  I  long  for  those  roomi^ 
and  .quickening  ordinances  I  once  enjoyed,  where- 
in I  ha^  felt  the  Spirit  of  God  powerfiill)^  reviving 
and  refreshing  a  dead  soul.  The  longer  I  stay  in  this 
eoimtry,  I  think  I  am  the  worse.  O  Lord,  carry  me 
■wh0n(ver.ihon^wiltglpt«  me  most, of  thy  presence^ 'for 
I.teke  no  eomf^urt  in  a  fife  absent  from  ih«%* 
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libruary  24L  Deeply  affected  with  my  condition^ 
Iboth  as  to  the  sin  and  the  misery  of  it.  I  looked  to 
Christ  for  comfort,  and  especially  to  that  promise, 
Come  unto  me  att  ye  that  iabour,  and  are  heavy  laden^ 
and  I  win  sfive  you  re^ 

Fd»ruary  25.  Concerned  in  an  afiair  this  day. 
Blessed  Jedus,  thou  who  art  the  truth,  teach  me  what 
I  should  believe  and  own  as  truUi ;  and  let  me  receive 
nothing  as  current,  but  what  thy  Spirit  stamps  thy 
image  upon ;  and  then,  be  it  never  so  small  a  truths  I 
,  desire  gr^tce  to  own  and  adhere  to  it  at  my  utmost 
hazard.  Give  me,  Lord,  in  my  owil  cause,  a  meek  and 
quiet  sjnrit ;  but  in  thine,  give  me  zeal,  courage,  and 
boldness. 

March  2«,  This  morning  and  forenoon  again  set 
apart  for  prayer,  for  the  presence  and  blessing  of  God 
this  campaign,  in  the  view  of  laimching  out  into  new 
storms  and  temptations* 

March  9.  On  guard  this  day,  but  kept  out  of  temp- 
tation. Taken. up  all  the  morning  about  the  r^fula- 
tions^  of  our  employment.  I  bless  God  for  his  Provi- 
dence, that  he  keeps  me  in  garrison  here,  when  others' 
are  g^ixig  out*  I  went  out  before  when  they  were 
kopt  in«  I  kndw  I  did  get  good  of  that,  and  shall  do 
of  this  likewise.  i 

March  12.  Sdbbdih.  Still  I  have  not  here  that 
heavenly,  spiritual  frame  that  I  used  to  have  in  Soot- 
.  land..  This  country  is  infected  with  an  air  of  forma- 
lity. OtiuU  I  might  ajiain  behold  th^becmty  of  the  Lord  in 
histemfki  and  nt  tmdet  hii  ehadoW  tvith  great  deUghL 
March  17.  The  .day  soberiy  spent  at  home ;  con- 
pBJ^y  in.tbe  evening*  I  see  the  world  to  be  a  theairef 
and  hiui)pn  life  to,  be  a  downright  furoe,  a  stage^play 
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of  follj,  vanity,  and  pageantry.  My  judgment,  in  its 
cool  reasonipgB,  despises  and  sees  through  this  vanity 
and  emptiness,  but  alas,  my  foolish  affections  refuse 
to  answer  the  helm,  and  will  run  out  fondly  after 
earthly  trifles ;  though,  in  the  meantime^  I  see  their 
Humfficiency,  that  they  cannot  make  me  happy. 

March  20.  On  guard  this  day ;  but  not  watchful: 
enough  over  my  own  spirit,  kUA  apt  to  sin  through 
hastiness  of  temper.  There  are  two  things  that 
finghten  me  most  in  the  campaign.  The  ill  company 
I  may  be  engaged  in,  that  I  cannot  shun;  and  too 
much  occupation  with  the  world,  that  withdraws  me 
from  the  service  of  God.  I  have  put  up  my  suit  to 
Christ  against  these  two. 

•  March  31.  On  command,  and  marching  all  this 
day.  My  frame  serene  and  spiritual.  I^lnging  hymns 
and  psalms,  and  yet  ajas,  sinnmg  between  hands  by 
passion  and  hastiness  of  spirit  Wh^ft  I  consider  my 
way  of  religion,  I  think  it  is  this :  As  to  internals, 
my  thoughts,  meditations,  and  secilst  outgoings  of  my 
soul,  the  Spirit  of  God  seems  to  guide  and  influence 
them ;  but  when  it  comes  to  wordd  or  actions,  then 
the  weak  man  appeard,  and  I  seem  to  act  by  my  natu-*: 
ral  temper,  and  do  not  so  sensibly  feel  the  conduct  cf 
the  Spirit,  as  in  the  motions  of  the  heart.  Thismakep 
me  shun  compaiiy,  public  posts  a^d  appearances,  and 
choose  solitude  and  retirement;  foi^' I  cannot  get  my 
ivords  and  actions  so  ordered,  as  to  be  the  true  mirror 
of  my  mind.  This  employment  also  exposes  me  to 
ill  company  which  I  hate,  and  cannot  five  wHh.  My 
90ul  is  weary  of  the  tentd  of  sixK 

April 22.  In  company  all  this  day;  yet^^y,  serene 
and  cheerfbl.    IdittB^n^rt;  sftybtrtll^^iSt^i^ 
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m  company ;.  and  I  complam  mucli  I  have  not  the  ta- 
lent or  dexterity  of  bringing  in  edifying  discouTse, 
Imt  rather  join  in  thdr  trifles. 

jfyrU  24«.  In  the  evening  got  accounts  of  our  mak- 
ing the  campaign  far  up  the  country.  Serious  and 
fervent  in  joint  prayery  casting  ourselves  upon  a  cove-^ 
nanted  €h)d,  and.  trusting  in  him.  The  earth  is  the 
LordFSj  and  thefubtess  thereof  I  care  not  where  I  go, 
if  he  go  with  me.  His  presence  will  make  even  a 
camp  pUiafifant.  But  if  thou  go  not  with  me,  Lord 
carry  me  not  out^  of  the  Basse.  We  were  hdped?  to 
believe  that  he  will  conduct  us  well  through. 

April  25.  Seriouis;  easy,  and  cheerfol.  In  die 
winter,  I  was  more  frightened  f<M:  the  snares,  temptap' 
tions,  and  ^scouragements-  of  a  campaig%  upon  a  dis- 
tant view  of  it,  than  now  when  it  approacheer  nearer* 
i  bless  God  who  makes  me  so  serene  and  cheerfol-  at 
m-y  gomg  out  to  the  camp^  and  for  the  finth  that  I 
b^Hefve  firmly  t  shell  have  the  blessing  and  presence 
of  God  with  me*  wherever  I  go. 

April  28.  This  day  we  marched  out  of  the  Busse 
le  the  camp.  I  admire  the  goodness  of  God,  that  I 
tm  so  easy  and  comfortable,  (&r  I  was  frightened  in  ^e 
prospect  of  a  camplEdgn,  for  snares  and  evil  compilny. 
But  now  as  it  aj^oaches,  these  feiu^s-  are  dissipated. 

April  80.  ScMk^  Marching  all  day,  but  alas,  in-- 
vo^ed'  in  sin  by  company  and  idle  discourse.  A  sad 
place  fa  be  in  an  army  on  Sabbath,  where  nothing  is 
to  be  heard  but  oaths  md  profane  language. 

May  1.  C^  e#minand  this  day,*  yet  sfnritual 
thoughts  between  hands.  I  am  daily  getting  frei^ 
instances  of  God's  goodness  to  me. 

Maty  2:   MbSnitmg  all  daty ;  retkibg  ocoamndiy 
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for  prayer*  I  huve  company  the  world  knows  npt.  of; 
and  were  it  not  for  thy  presence^  Lord^  I  would  sink 
under  discouragement ;  and  could  not  live  among  th<^. 
80um  and  dregs  of  mankind,  who  seem  like  devils: 
broke  loose  from  helL  I  protest,  I  seek  no  higher 
post  or  preferment  in  this  army ;  I  rather  seek  to  be 
fairly  quit  of  it ;  I  see  it  is  not  my  element.  I  desire 
also,  to  have  a  spirit  above  the  foolish  pageantry,  and 
fidse  notions  of  honour  which  the  world  admires. 

May  3 — *7.  Mairching  every  day.  This  not  a  pr€H . 
fBt  work  for  a  Sabbath.  Met  with  a  merciful  Pro^ 
vidence,  my  horse  falling  upon  me,  yet  not  hurt;  this 
stirred  me  up  to  thawkfalness.  Joioing  the  rest  of 
the  regiment  in  the  afternoon,  where  I  got  accounts 
of  two  or  three  particulars  that  were  like  to  make  me 
uneasy ;  but  I  retired  to  prayer,  and  there  I  cast  all 
my  cares, — all  my  burdens  upon  God.  He  lets  me  see 
thia  world  is  but  a  stormy  sea, — a  vale  of  misery  and 
tears,  one  blast  after  another. 

Moa^  8 — 15.  Marching  every  day.  A  merciful 
and  remarkable  Providence  happened  to  me  this  day. 
Lord,  give  me  grace  never  to  forget  it.  I  had  almost 
been  drowned  in  the  Moselle  at  Coblentz,  if  it  had 
not  been  the  goodness  of  God  that  sent  me  help. 
This  I  think  remarkable,  that  I  have  been  serious 
fldnce  ever  I  heard  of  our  coming  to  th^  Moselle,  pray-, 
kig  for  the  blessing  and  presence  of  God;,  and  yet  at 
my  very  first  sight  of  it,  I  was  like,  to  be  lost  in  it. 
God  deals  frequently  so  with  m/e ;  wbm  he  promises 
me  any  thing,  he  gives  it  such  a  ^um  by  contrary 
providenees,  as.  may  make  the.  thing  seem  imprae- 
tioable  and  past  belief;  and  Aen  in  that  difficulty,  he 
£utk  by  the  ^v^nt,  for  M^.  ^oviA  m%  h^.  ft^i 
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but  sense,  if  all  things  went  smooUily  on  without  cro«s 
providences ;  but  to  believe  when  the  thing  seems  im- 
possible, is  fkith;  like  Abraham  sacrificing  his  son 
Isaac*  Lord,  let  the  impression  of  this  sink  deep  into 
my  soul,  and  make  me  holy  and  thankful.  I  take  it 
as  a  pledge  of  yet  greater  mercies  to  come  in  this 
journey.  •  • 

May  17.     At  night  I  got  a  warning  that  I  am  a 
frail  creature ;  but,  O  Lord,  thou  art  the  God  of  my. 
health.     I  trust  to  thee  that  thou  wilt  keep  me. in 
health,  and  prevent  sickness  in  this  expedition,  for, 
how  sad  would  it  be  here  among  strangers !     Thou 
art  my  Physician  ioft  soul  and  body.     Lord,  I  tremble 
to  think  on  the  pro&nity  and  wickedness  of  this  army 
that  I  am  in,  and  what  judgments  we  are  like  to  pull 
down  upon  our  own  heads ;  for  the  English  army  are 
sinners  exceedingly  before  the  Lord,  and  I  have  no 
hopes. of  success,  or  that  this  expedition  shall  prove  to 
our  honour.     Howsoever  much  we  may  think  of  our- 
selves, thou  wilt  humble  us ;  but  for  my  own  part,  I 
am  not  anxious,  thou  keepest  me  in  perfect  peace ; 
and  whatever  thou  do  with  the  English  army,  I  am 
persuaded,  that  by  the  mercy  of  God^  I  shall  set.  up 
my  Ebenezers  through  Germany.     Wherever  thou 
lead  mie,  I  shall  be  still  and  see  the  salvation  of  our 
God,  while  thou  exaltest  thyself  among  the  heathen ; 
be  thou  exalted  very  high,  and  work  with  thy  outr 
stretched  arm,  and  let  not  an  arm  of  flesh  have  the  glory. 

Mixy  18.  Resting  tins  day,  not  designedly,  but  by 
reason  of  the  ro4ds.  This  is  like  to  be. a  campaign^if 
^reat  fktigue  and  trouble.  I  know  not  where  they 
are  leading  us,  but.  Lord  do  thou  lead  me  in  thy  way* 
1  wSa  not  Inwt  to  General's  leading;  thou  who  leadot 
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the  Mind  by  a  way  they  know  not,  I  trust  to  thflt 
alone,  and  put  myself,  and  all  I  am  concerned  in 
under  thy  conduct.  I  see  the  kind'  hand  of  a  Father 
atill  about  me. 

Me^  19 — 22.  Marching  every  day.  Arrived  al 
Mentc  after  a  long  journey. 

Map  27.  Army  resting  this  day.  I  went,  inie 
Heydelberg  in  company  and  hurry,  and  have  nq.time 
ior  retirement. 

May  28.  Sabbath,  Army  marching.  By  being .  im 
town  I  had  retirement,  for  I  shook  off  aU  company]^ 
and  retired  alone  upon  the  banks  of  the  Neckar  the  whole 
for^ioon.  I  hope  I  had  communion  with  God ;  my 
covenant  with  Christ  ratified ;  my  Ebenezer  here  set 
up;  his  presence  implored:  And  tibis  I. beg,  dear 
Lord,  if  this  be  an  unlawful  expedition,  that  thou 
'wouldst  yet  turn  me  back ;  if  thou  go  not  with  me, 
carry  me  no  farther.  When  I  conmder  this,  that  we 
are  here  assisting  those  oppressors  that  have  wasted 
the  church  and  people  of  Grod,  persecuted  and  op^ 
pressed  them,  it  makes  me  afraid  the  quarrel  is  not 
right,  and  that  we  shall  not  prosper ;  though  I  be  si^ 
-tisfied  that  our  quarrel  against  France  is  a  v^y  just 
one.  O  Lord,  I  commit  all  to  thee ;  let  me  be  found 
strictly  in  thy  way,  in  the  road  of  duty,  fighting  thy 
quarrel  against  thine  enemies.  It  is  a  sad  thing  to  be 
.in  an  army  where  one  has  not  confidence  to  pray  for 
success,  and  dare  not  seek  it  with  faith.  Take,  Lord* 
the  honour  and  glory  to  th3rself ;  work  so  that  the 
arm  of  flesh  may  not  boast,  but  that  the  finger  of  God 
may  appear.  When  thy  judgments  are  abroad  on  the 
eartli,  then  the  inhabitants  thereof  will  learn  right* 
eousness.    When  the  carcases  of  the  one  half  Qi(  lOAvtSk 
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^tfttig  Oft  tbe  eardx  in  Genamy;  then,  perhaps  the 
other  half  wiU  bethmk  thenMehrea  Be  it  aa  thou 
wili;  I  flee  to  tbe  chambers  of  meroy  thou  hast  pro- 
Tided  in  Christ ;  there  I  shall  be  safe,  and  may  be^  I 
HkttA^  be  hid  from  die  outward  atrokaalso.  1  Uess 
thee  I  have  such  sweet  minutfii  in  this  army^  they  are 
I*  col^ub  wUeh  keep  up  my  faiiiliiig  spirits.  At 
tiie  writing  hereof,  I  am  sitting  under  agreat  rode, 
(it  being  a  scorching  hot  day)  cool  and  r^-eshed: 
fivM  M)^  Lord  Jems,  be  thou  the  shadow  of  a  great 
xmk'in  this  weary  land  to  me. 

June  1-^12.  Mardiing  every  day,  exc^  resting 
eoeasionally  from  great  fiitiguey  en*  from  bad  weather 
a»d  bad  roadEu 

'  Jiim  Id.  Marcl&ng ; .  frequent  in  ejaculatcMT'  prayer. 
I  tUiiik  this  die  great  secret  of  Christiamty,  whereby 
tt  spiritual  heat  md  edge  of  soul  is  kept  up ;  coinmu<- 
nion  with  Grod  md  his  Spirit,  cherished  and  enter- 
tained. I  Hve  as  retiredly  as  possible^  though  I  know 
this  retired  way  is  cond^nned  by  the  gay  world ;  but 
I  care  not^  ift  is  the  safest  way  of  livings  to*  be  li»pt 
fr*ee  from  the  filth  and  pollution  of  the  world,  I 
>alue  not  their  opinion ;  nay,  it  is  rather  a  haj^iness 
to  be  hated  and  ill  spc^eu  of  by  them,  for  in  all  ages, 
4iie  seed  of  the  serpent  has  spit  renom  at  serious 
Christians.  llieyhatehoIinessaBd  the  image  of  God; 
and  when  tibey  lore  any  good  people,  itiaaslrong 
praenmption  that  they  are  too  Uke  theniselyes» 

June  14.    Marcfaii^and  on  command. 

Jtme  15*     Marching  and  in  fatigue  until  midnight 

June  16.     This  day  w^  joined  Prince  Lewis'  army. 

Jane  17-— 21.    Mmrching  and  expecting  to  come:  to 
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.  Thoa,  by  ritpid  and  fatiguing  jourpieB,  in  li^le  moM 
twfli  «ianth%  the^  Confederate  forces  had  penetrate 
to  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  and  reached  the  scene.  «f 
itf^n#  Their  difficulties  were  not  a  little  augmQat94 
by  the  ireqiieiit  bad  weather  they  eneountered,  and 
tiie.  ahnost  impaasable  state  of  the  road%  \i^hich  ui^ 
those  days  were  often  little  better  than  fopt4ffafd^ 
Yet  the  writer  of  the  Diary  has  few  or  no  ccMnplaqij^ 
on  the  score  of  bodily  fektigue,  and  not  one  aiiadw^ty 
$Jx>ut  facing  the  dai^rs  that  were  now  gatheri^ 
round  him  on  every  side*  These  w^re  not  the  objects 
that  oceupied  or  discomposed  his  thoughts.  The 
indtahility  of  mind  he  sometinies  betrayie^  thougli  it 
may  have  been  increased  by  lassitude,  was  always 
occasioned  by  the  impiety  or  profane  discourse  of  the 
company  he  was  obliged  to  mingle  with. 

We  find  Urn,  amidst  hurry  and  eoninsioQ,  con- 
stant lA  the  exercise  of  pr^ote  devotion,  and  emr 
bracmg  every  c^portui4ty  of  retirement  f<»r  reli^iious 
meditation.  Xt  was  from  these  sources  he  drew  not 
only  his  comfort,  but  his  courage ;  and  to  this  seeret 
spring  must  be  traced  up  tlmt  calm  and  resigned  for- 
titude which  could  render  him  superior  to  fear.  Somfi^ 
can  be  bold  on  the  prospect,  or  in  the  midst  pf  das^, 
ger,  from  a  constant  familiarity  with  it.  Some  havQ 
the  faculty,  as  it  were,  of  averting  their  thoughts  from 
disagreeable  images,  of  dismissing  those  timorous  ap» 
prehensions  that  always  create  uneasiness  or  conceruy 
and  become  daring  from  mere  carelessness  or  insensi- 
bility.  Others  must  have  their  nerves  fortified  by 
artificial  stimulants,  or  their  mipdfi. wrought  up  int^ 
unnatural  frenzy. 

•  The  CbristiiKi  acts,  \iifm  V^^^^^^^^^-^^^^^^^^ 
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His  compofltire  rests  on  a  better  foundation  than  a 
thoughtless  levity  of  heart,  or  a  reluctance  to  contem- 
plate his  own  situation.  To  exclude  from  his  thoughts 
what  he  cannot  prevent,  or  rush  on  destruction  vtdth 
his  eyes  shut,  he  regards  as  the  foolish  and  despicable 
shift  of  a  madman  or  a  coward;  and  calculated  rather 
to  increase  and  multiply  his  fears.  He  is  never  over- 
taken by  surprise,  because  he  is  prepared  for  every 
vidssitude  that  can  befal  him ;  and  in  the  day  of  dan- 
ger he  is  uniformly  seen  more  tranquil  and  consistent, 
and  not  less  intrepid  in  his  conduct,  than  those  whose 
courage  depends  upon  the  temperature  of  their  blood, 
or  the  artificial  heat  of  their  minds.  And  the  reason 
of  this  cdnduct  is  <>bviou9«  Vice  debilitates  the  mind 
im  well  as  the  body :  *'.vhile  virtue  warms  and  elevates 
the  soul  to  great  and  noble  actions ;  for  can  any  thing 
be  bolder  than  truth,  or  more  fearless  than  conscious 
innocence?  No  conviction  can  be  more  animating 
than  that  which  the  Christian  entertains,  that  all  the 
contingencies  of  his  life  are  in  the  hands  of  Om- 
niscience; that  the  Divine  presence,  go  where  he  will, 
compasses  him  about  as  with  a  shield ;  that  it  draws, 
as  it  were,  a  sacred  fence  around  his  person,  and 
ftimishes  a  surer  protection  against  the  arrow  that 
JKdA  by  day^  than  all  the  defences  of  art  or  of  nature. 
The  action  alluded  to  above,  was  that  which  took 
place  at  Schellenberg,  in  the  immediate  neighbour- 
hood <jf^Donawert,  in  which  the  enemy's  intrench- 
ments  #ere  forced,  after  a  most  obstinate  and  bloody 
contest.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  had  conducted 
his  march  with  such  secrecy  and  despatch,  that  he 
was  on  the  borders  of  Suabia  before  the  enemy  were 
appiwd  of  his  real  destination.    Their  beUeif  was^ 


that  be  iuleuJtai  to  lay  dege  to  Tnerhrls  and  ptna-* 
tzata  into  Fkanee  aloi^  tlie  Moselle.  His  parpwa 
was  origiaaUy  eommunicated  ohIt  to  three  peteoiMs 
and  was  loiig  kept  a  mystery  to  nuoiy  of  lue  own 
(tfEmn :  eome  alloeion  to  tfais  nneertaintv  k  made  in 
the  Diary  for  the  18th  of  May. 

Being  joined  by  the  Imperial  army  imder  the  Prince 
of  Baden,  it  was  agreed  to  proceed  without  delay  to 
die  Danube ;  a  rendudon  which  greatly  surprieod  the 
enemy,  who  now  saw,  fcnr  the  first  time,  how  far  they 
were  mistaken  in  their  conjectures.  The  French  and 
Bavarians  had  effiscted  a  junction,  and  a  strong  de> 
taehment  of  their  best  troops,  under  Count  D^Arco, 
was  posted  on  a  ri«ng  ground  at  Sohellenberg,  where 
some  tibousands  of  pioneers  had  been  employed  several 
days,  in  casting  up  intreuchments  and  perfecting  other 
works  of  defence.  Notwithstanding  these  advantages 
and  preparations,  the  Duke  was  res<dved  to  drive  tliem 
from  their  position.  On  the  2d  of  July,  at  three  in  the 
morning,  he  set  out  at  the  head  of  6000  foot,  and  30 
squadrons  of  horse.  About  noon  he  reached  the  small 
river  Wernitz,  within  a  short  distance  of  the  enemy ; 
but  having  to  construct  bridges  for  transporting  hii 
troops  and  artillery,  it  was  six  in  the  evening  before 
all  was  ready  for  the  attack.  The  action  commenced 
with  the  Dutch  and  British  infantry,  who  attackiKl 
with  their  accustomed  valour  and  intre^dity.  An 
hour  elapsed  before  the  Imperialists  could  oomo  up  to 
their  assistsuice,  in  consequence  of  which  some  i»f  the 
English  r^punents  suffered  very  severely.  In  Iialf-ari- 
hour  after,  the  cavalry  broke  into  the  intrenchmentfff 
followed  by  the  infantry,  when  a  terrible  slaughter 
ensued,  die  soldiers  appearing  to  forget  the  weariness 
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of  &  tedious  aad  fiUagaing  march.  The  enemy  fled 
with  prec^utatiofli  on  all  rides,  leaving  6000  men  deed 
on  the  field  of  battle*  They  were  pnrtnied  to  Dona^ 
irwt,  and  the  rary  brink  of  the  Danube,  into  vfaieh 
kondreds  threw  tbeiuaelyeB^  imitating  the  eyample.  of 
Count  IVAroo  and  other  general  officers  wha  »yed 
thomelyes  by  Bwimmiag.  lu  this  contest  Captain 
Blaokader  was  not  called  into  acticNat ;  for  although 
Brigadier  Ferguson  headed  the  infantry  in  the  first 
aMack,  it  appears  thirt  only  a- small  proportion  of  his 
own  regiment  was  actually  engaged. 

June  21.*  Easy  and  serene  all  day^  cheerfiiUy 
OMnmitting  myself  and  all  that  concerns  me  into  the 
kindaof  God;  fetohii^  all  my  supplies  of  courage,  and 
•traigtlv  and  f unutore,  for  goiog  Hjrough  the  dotiw  of 
myfunetion,  fix>m  him  alone;  for  indeed  I  pretend  to 
no  stodc  of  my  own  either  of  courage  or  conduct. 
In  tha  evening  I  witnessed  one  of  the  hottest  actions 
I  haye  seen.  It  continued  from  six  to  eight  o'clock. 
We  gained  our  point,  and  beat  the  enemy  from  their 
post,  and  yet  we  have  no  reason  to  boast  or  think 
highly  of  ourselves.  The  British  value  themselves 
too  much,  and  think  nothing  can  stand  before  them. 
We  have  suffiared  considerably  on  this  occasion,  and 
have  no  cause  to  be  proud.  During  the  action  I  was 
straitened  in  praying  for  success  and  victory  to  our 
people,  and  had  not  enlargement  to  seek  any  thing 
but  that  God  would  get  the  praise  to  himself,  and 
work  so  as  the  arm  of  flesh  might  not  rob  him  of  his 

gkny.  O  that  God  might  reform  this  army,  that  good 

^p**— —I  ■  I        1 1  II  ■■  I II .  I  ■  I      I  .  .  .11.1      .. 

*  Th«  dates  In  th«  Diary  are  given  according  to  the  0}d  S^k  of 
reckoning,  tnx,  with  a  Taiiatioii  of  eleven  days.    Hie  battle  was  fought 
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men.  miglU;  have  some  {^Leasure  in  it  When  we  0M 
what  a&  unaertain  thing  our  life  Imow  in  heeUh, 
and  tibe  nexl  moment  in  eternity,  it  is  wondorfiil  we 
flnt  not  more  aiSocted  by  it.  I  see  also  that  th^ 
smallest  accidents  give  a  turn  to  the  greatest  action^ 
either  to  prosper  or  defeat  ihem:  that  human  wisdom, 
eomragBy  <»  any  thmg  else  we  iralue  ourselves  upcm,  is 
hot  weak  and  fidliUe.  There  was  only  a  detadmMNKt 
of  ISO  of  our  regiment  engaged  in  this  battle* 

%Jkne2St.  In  the  erening  I  went  alone  into  the  fidd 
of  battle^  and  there  got.  a  preaching  from  the  deaiL 
The  carcases  were  very  thick  strewed  upon  thie 
ground,  naked  and  corrupting ;  yet  all  this  works  no 
impression  or  reformation  upon  us,  seeing  the  bodies 
oi  our  comrades  and  friends  lying  as  dung  upon  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Lord,  make  me  humble  and  thank- 
ful !  I  trusted  in  t^ee  that  I  should  set  up  many 
EbeuBzers  through  Germany,  and  here  in  die  field  of 
the  dain  do  I  set  up  my  memorial,  HUherto  thou  haut 
hdpedme. 

Jum  24.  Passing  the  Danube^  the  offset  of  our 
victory  the  other  day. 

Jidy  4*  Marching  every  day.  O  may  I  be  found 
in  the  way  of  duty,  for,  like  wisdom^s,  her  ways  aro 
ways  of  pleasantness,  and  ha:  paths  peace.  In  our 
King's  highway  there  are  lights  set  up  for  direction, 
and  a  voice  behind,  sayings  Walk  ye  in  iL  In  our 
King's  highway  are  cordials  for  the  weary  fainting 
traveller,  streams  of  refreshment  and  of  comfort.  In 
our  King's  highway  are  magazines  and  store^houses 
of  grace,  that  the  traveller  may  go  on  from  strength 
to  strength. 

Jutjf  5*— 10,    Marching.    Things  b^pn  now  ia  this 
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oountry  to  take  another  aspect.  Nothing  is  talked  of 
•here  but  accommodation  and  peace ;  but  perhaps  We 
c6\mt  without  bur  host  too  hastily.  1  know  not  how 
it  will  be ;  only  do  thou.  Lord,  direct  and  over-rule 
all  for  thy  glory. 

c  Jtdff  II — 30.  Marching  almost  every  day,  and 
sometimes  on  command.  We  are  now  divided  and 
detached  into  three  or  four  armies.  I  know  not  what 
Providence  is  about  to  do  with  us ;  but  this  I  know, 
that  wherever  or  with  whatever  army  I  may  be,  I 
•shall  set  up  my  stone  of  deliverance  as  I  do  here  at 
'Bain,*  for  we  have  mar<;hed  back  again  to  the 
Danube. 

July  31.  This  day,  after  a  fatiguing  march,  we  rei- 
pessed  the  Danube  and  joined  three  of  our  armies 
*t<^ether^ 

August  1.  Resting  till  far  on  of  the  day,  then 
drawing  out  our  lines  as  making  ready  to  be  attacked 
by  the  Duke  of  Bavaria  and  the  French.  I  bless  God 
I  was  stayed  and  composed,  very  easy  and  indifferent 
about  fighting,  recollecting  my  interest  in  him. 

These  preparations  were  the  harbingers  of  the  ever 
memorable  battle  of  Blenheim  or  Hochstet.  Afifcer 
taking  possession  of  Schellenberg  the  Allies  seized 
Donawert,  which  had  been  abandoned  by  the  .Bava- 
rian garrison^  The  Elector  had  retired  with  the 
shattered  remains  of  his  army  under  the  cannon  of 
Augsburg.  Finding  it  impossible  to  dislodge  him 
from  this  strong  position,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
eager  to  profit  by  his  recent  victory,  resolved  to  cut 


.  *  A. small  town  in  the  circles  of  Bavaria,  about  dz  miles  east  of  06- 
imwert.    It  was  besieged  at  this  tiise^  aod-  ttken  by  the  AUiee.    ' 
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faim  off  from  all  gupplies.     He  entered  the  Bavariaa- 
territory  and  took  several  places  by  storm.     He 
ravaged  the  whole  country,  as  far  as  Munich,  witti 
&re  and  sword,  in  order  to  compel  the  Elector  to  sue 
for  peace  or  relinquish  his  connections  with  France. '^ 
A  n^otiation  was  begun,  but  without  mnceriiy  on 
the  part  of  the  Elector,  who  only  wished  to  prolong  ' 
the  truce  until  the  French  army  should  march  to  his 
assistance.     On  the  4th  of  August,  Marshal  Tallard 
joined  him  with  22,000  horse  and  foot.     Reinforced 
by  these  new  auxiliaries  he  left  Augsburg,  with  the 
intention  of  surprising  Prince  Eugene,  who,  with  one  ^ 
of  the  Confederate  armies,  lay  encamped  on  the  plain 
of  Hochstet.     The  Duke  of  Marlborough,  with  his  ■ 
accustomed  vigilance,  soon  penetrated  the  design  of 
the  enemy,  and  on  the  12th  he  formed  a  junction ' 
with  Prince  Eugene.     Being  now  in  a  condition  U^* 
cope  with  their  adversaries,  who  by  this  time  had 
encamped  very  near  them,  the  two  Confederate  Gre« ' 
nerals  proposed  to  attack  them,  though  they  were' 
advantageously  posted,  their  right  flank  being  covered 
with  the  Danube  and  the  village  of  Blenheim,  and 
their  whole  front  defended  by  a  rivulet. 

This  resolution  being  adopted,  preparations  were' 
made   with  the  utmost  diligence.     The  drum  beat  ■ 
about  midnight,  and  by  two  in  the  morning,  the  whole 
army  was  in  motion ;  but  it  was  seven  before  they 
could  be  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle.     About  noon, 
orders  were  ^ven  for  the  general  attack,  which  was . 
begun  on  the  left,  at  the  village  of  Blenheim,  by  the 
British  infimtry  and  four  battalions  of  Hessians,  who 
boldly  advanced  to  the  muzzles  of  the  enemy's  mus^ ' 
kets,  some  of  the  officers  exchangini^  vwcyc^L-^kroaiXA 
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nvdth  the  French  through  the  paUisadee.  But  the  tre- 
nwandous  fire  made  such  havoc  among  them,,  that  they 
yxtere  forced  to  retreat,  leaving  nearly  one-third  of 
thar  number  dead  on  the  spot.  A  second  as^ault^ 
in  which  Captain  Blackader  wag  wounded,  was  made. 
by  Brigadier  Ferguson,  but  with  no  better  success, 
though  they  had  returned  three  or  four  times  to  the. 
charge,  and  were  as  often  repulsed*  In  this  action, 
the  Gameronian  Regiment  suffered  severely,  havi^ 
about  twenty  officers  either  killed  or  woui^ded.  While 
the  inifontry  were  thus  occupied,  the  cavalry  passed 
the  rivulets-advanced  up  the  hill  where  the  enemy's 
horse  were,  posted,  and  put  them  to  the  rout,  notwith^ 
standing  they  rallied  several  times. 

It  is  not  requisite  here  to  enter  into  the  particulars 
of  this  celebrated  battle;  suffice  it  to  say,  that  after 
anengagemi^it  of  five,  hours,  victory  declared  for  the 
Allies,  although  they  attacked  with  a  visible  disadvan- 
tage, and  after  a  march  of  ten  hours  in  an  extremely 
hot  day.  The  losa  of  the  French  was  c(»nputed  at 
aO,000»  and  that  of  the  Allies  about  1^000,  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners. 

Thirty  battalions  of  the  enemy  threw  themselves 
into  the  Danube  to  escape,  and  perished  before  the 
eyes  of  the  conquerors^  Twenty-dght  battaUons,  and 
twdve  squadrons  ci  horse  surrendlered  to  the  ]&ritish» 
who,  after  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  were  obliged  to 
continue  on  their  arms  all  night  to  guard  the  prisoQ«rs» 
as  there,  was  no  place  of  security  in  that  coiuMary 
where  they  could  be  put  They  were  kept  indesed 
im  a  lane  or  hoUow  square,  fonoed:  by  the  troops 
at  the  vill^fe  of  Blenheim.    Ou  Hm  duty,:  CapUm 

Bhiokadqr  meotiona  hipwalf  aa  otm  ^  thft)  <^toir8.  o^ 
command. 
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jktgusifL  MEuay-deUvenmeesIfaayemetwith,  biifc 
tiitfrdajr  I  have  had  the  greatest  eTer  I  experienoBcL. 
We  fought  a  hloody  hattle,  and,  by  tha  mercy  of  God^I 
hare  obtained  one  of  the  greatest  and  eom^etest  vbd-^ 
tari«the<H||«caitbo<uitof.  In  tlu>  moniiigv  wbiki 
nmdnng  towards  the  enemy,.  I  was  enabled  to  exec-* 
oisB  a  lively  fidth,  relymg  and  enooueaging  myself  im 
Gkidf  wfaemupon  I  waa  easy^  sedate,^  and  cheerfuL  I: 
bsfiayed  firmly  that  hiis  angels  had  me  in  chaise,  and 
that  not.  a  bone  should  be  broken..  Daring  all  thit 
Htde  intervals  of  action,  I  kept  looking  to  God  for 
strength  and  courage,,  and  had  a  plentifol  tfarongk" 
bearing,  both  to  keep  up  my  own  heart,  and  help,  to^ 
dischargemy  duty  weU  in  my  station.  My  faith  ww 
sa  livdy  during  the  action,  that  I  sometimes  said 
wiAiiE  mys^,  Lord,,  it  were  easy  for  theeto  caoae 
iisf  angels,  to  lay  all  these  men  dead  on  the  {dasa 
iribaie  they  standi  or  bring  thsBL  in  all  prisaaenaf  1i0 
UBic  AnieLfor  eneouxaging  oar  raiment,  I  t^ke^ii 
ainady.  That  we  should  either  chase  them  firom*  thsui 
poBt,  or  take  them  priscmers;  and  I  cannot,  but  qIh 
serve  the  event  at  seven  o'clock  at  nighl;,  when  thaf 
laid  down  their  arms  to  us.  Twentyndx  regiments 
^same  say  thirty)  surrendered,  themselves  prisoners  at 
discretion,  to  the  Duke  of  Marlboisoiigli,  and  our  t»^ 
giment  was  one  of  those  that  guarded  them. 

Thia  victory  has  indeed  cost  a  great  deal  of  bloody 
especially  to  tiie  English.  I  \ras  always  of  opinion 
that  the  Eng&h  would  pay  for  it  in  this  oountry ; 
and  when  I  consider,  how,  on  all  occasions,  we  eoBf* 
ifUfiTt  yet  with  much  blood  spilt,  1  am  at  aloes  to  know 
what  the  reason  may  be.  Perhaps,  it  is  that,  our  cause 
is  good^  and  thei^^ore  God  f^^m  na  sooces^  in  our 
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enterprises,  bat  bur  persons  very  wioked,  and  there- 
fore our  carcases  are  strewed  like  dung  upon  the  earth 
ill  Germany.  Among  the  rest  I  have  also  got  a  small 
touch  of  a  wound  in  the  throat;*  but  this,  so  far 
from  making  me  doubt  of  the  caa*e  of  Providence,  is 
really  to  me  a  great  confirmation,  and  a  remarkable 
instance  of  his  protection ;  for  the  wound  is  so  gently 
and  mercifully  directed,  that  there  is  no  danger ; 
whereas,  if  it  had  been  half  an  inch  either  to  one  side 
or  other,  it  might  have  proved  mortal  or  dangerous. 
The  Lord  is  a  shield  and  buokleif  to  me.  We  have 
all  indeed  good  cause  to  rejoice ;  but  O,  shal]  nothing 
work  upon  us — shall  nothing  be  bl^  to  reform  us» 
when  so  many  of  us  are  cut  off — shall  not  the  rest  be- 
think themselves  and  turn  imto  thee.  If  they  will 
not,  thou  wilt  yet  break  us  more  and  more^  for  thou 
canst  waste  us  with  victories,  as  well  as  with  defeats. 
O  Lord,  thou  hast  assisted  me,  and  given  such  Hberal 
suj^lies  during  the  action,  that  I  was  helped  to  dis^ 
eharge  ifiy  duty,  even  with  credit  and  reputation. 
Dear  Lord,  I  lay  down  all  at  thy  feet.  I  have  no 
reason  to  be  lifted  up.  It  was  not  my  own  strength 
that  carried  me  through,  it  was  a  borrowed  sto<^  so 
the  praise  is  thine,  and  not  mine;  for  hadst  thou 
withheld  thy  support,  I  had  behaved  scandalously. 

Such  are  the  humble  and  modest  reflections  he 
makies  on  his  own  conduct,  although,  on  this  oceasiDn, 
it  appears  to  have  been  highly  courageous.-  His  con- 
fidence and  composure  in  the  heat  of  action,  are  thus 
expressed  by  himself,  in  a  letter  written  on  the  field 
of  battle  to  Lady  Caknpbellat  Stirling : — ^^  I  am  just 
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How  retired  from  llie  noise  of  drumg,  of  oaths,  and 
dying  groans.  I  am  to  return  in  a  few  minutes  to 
the-field  of  batde,  and,  wrapping  myself  up  in  tbe 
arms  of  Omnipotence,  I  believe  myself  no  less  safe, 
as  to  every  valuable  purpose,  than  if  sitting  in  yoibr 
Ladyship's  chamber." 

August  3.  Worn  for  want  of  rest  and  refreshment ; 
yet  in  the  morning  I  went  back  to  the  place  of  our  at* 
tack,  where  we  were  posted,  and  there  among  the  dead, 
I  again  blessed  God  for  my  wonderful  deliverance.  * 

The  Allies  were  much  embarrassed  by  the  great 
number  of  prisoners,  as  they  had  no  proper  depot  to 
secure  them  in,  and  little  to  subsist  them.  The  Duke 
resolved  to  send  his  proportion,  amounting  to  5678 
by  water,  to  Holland,  that  they  might  be  distributed 
among  the  garrisons  in  th.  United  Provinces.  Brig». 
d^r  Ferguson,  with  five  battalions  of  British  foot, 
were  ordered  to  guard  them  to  their  destination.  With 
this  convoy.  Captain  Blackader  also  returned;  we 
shall  therefore  follow  him  down  the  Rhine  from 
Mentz,  where  the  prisoners  were  to  embark. 

August  4.  Riding  all  day  alone  into  Norlingen, 
Bnd«pleasantly  employed  in  thinking  over  the  ninety- 
first  Psalm.  At  night,  thankful  for  my  good  accom- 
modation, and  how  happily  I  am  sent  in  here  among 
the  kindest  of  my  friends* 

August  5*  Well  all  day ;  but  in  the  evening  a  little 
uneasy^  my  wound  beginning  to  grow  painful ;  bllt 
why  should  I  be  exempt  from  trouble  more  than 
others  ?  I  bless  God  I  am  not  groaning  with  broken 
bones,  or  bullets  in  my  body,  as  many  a]*e. 

August  9.  This  day  busy  going  through  and  visit-* 
ing  the  wounded  and  dying  officers*    I  see  the  vanit:^ 
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.and  eiupliiieis  of  all  things  here  below.  Many  who 
last  wedk  thought  thenuaelves  brave  and  healthy  men, 
aregroaning  and  siBking  down  to  the  durt  again. 

Aygust  12«    Somewhat  uneasy  that  my  tune  has 

Jheen  encroached  upon  by  con^any  too  long,  when  I 

had  no  mind  for  Uiem.     At  night  seeing  officers  in 

pain  and  torment  with  their  wounds,  makes  me  thank- 

Jiil  I  am  not  so  severely  handled. 

Jbiyu^  13.  Sabbailu    Takan  up  all  day  in  the  house 
of  moumingy  burying  a  friend.     Q,  I  wonder  at  the 
sottish  stupidity  <^  men  of  our  trade.     They  see  their 
'  oomrades  with  whom  they  used  to  drink  and  debauch, 
ifJudked  out  ef 4he  world  in  a  moment,  yet  they  have 
Wtso  much  as  a  thought  diat  they  have  a  soul,  or 
ivfaai  will  hee<mie  of  it  when  they  die.     I  look  upon 
-ibis  impiety ;  as  the  greatest  madness  a  rational  orea- 
tMre  can  be  guilty  of.    The  longer  I  live,  I  see  the 
}greater  necessity. for  boliness.    To  sea  a  poor  creature 
^oa  a  deathrbed,  on  the  brink  of  etemity«-»£oroed  to 
tquit  the  holdofalLeardily  comforts, — nothing:  buthor- 
r<H' — nothing  eamfortable  to  look  to'in  the  otherwoodd, 
.surrounded  with  joUy  companions,  miserable. comfor- 
ters, is  very  affecting;    Then  a  view  of  Christ  bpre- 
.  eious,  an^iflitereetia  }ma  is  worth  a  thousand  worlds* 

Jb/gust  2d--49.    Travelling  by  water  {down  the 

Mayn.)    Arrived  safe  at  Frankfort.     I  bless  vQod  £»r 

Jiisgoodnoss, in, restoring  me  to  health  and  ^strength, 

whilo othei^s  areipained  with>their  wounds^  and^some 

-dead.  •.. 

.   .S^ffUmber  ,l»    Tfavelling  this  day,  and  cMningto 
the  baths  at  Wysbaden.  .    . 


FiMDi  this  jUace  is  ^ised  a  letter  to  lug  wife,  eoQ- 
taiiiAng  M^me  Teflecti€ai8^mliispire«mtiitaatk^ 
we  ckaD  ineeft 

^^Aodm,  September '9. 

I^li9»re>at  la«t  received  a  letter  from  you,  the  one 
yon  wrote  to  the  care  of  Major  Lawson  at  Frankfirftw 
I^iuppotfe  all  yoa  wrote  to  me  at  Noriingen  have  been 
■  tinfisent.    Tlds  is  the  only  one  of  yours  that  has  «ome 
^  my ^hatid  flinoe4;he  battle.     I  desire  in  all  diiii^  .to 
All  ki  with  the  designs  of  Providenoei  aiMl«m  grieved 
at  heart  to  think  I  have  so  much  love  to  the  world, 
•and-aolitlie'to Ood,  who,  thoi^  he  had  never  doae 
4stty  thing  for  me  before,  yet  the  experience  of  what 
he4ans  done  ibr^me  this  campaign,-*»the  wondenAd 
delivMances,  |nreserNttions,  sighslnieroiee,  and  loving 
Idndneims  lie 'has  heaped  upon  me,  imight  shame  Hie 
olit4>f  all  other  love,  and  make  me  cry  out,  BB.tmd 
'Hemiiy'*is  iUioffeiker  hcebf.    I  use  to  wish  fersolilade 
'and  retirenient,  yet  I  must  tell  you,  that  ^ihongli'I 
have  been  in  good  company  since  I  came  from  Mcr- 
li&gen,  and^had  a  pleasant  voyage,  and -abundance  ^f 
Tetiremenrt  and  quietness,  yet  meh  luis  been  my  fai- 
wmrd  feeling,  mj  want  of  peace  and  serenity  of  «Nd, 
that  I  :have  often  vriMied  to  be  in  the  midst  of  die 
-army -again,  and  in  the  brunt  of  the-hottest  battk. 
Jt'hw  been  ill  withme  these  twoity  days  byHgene ; 
^bnt^il  is  not  always  so.    I  have  con8obAidB^iv3i0B''I 
.get  «H)ess  'to  'the  throne  of  grace  wiUi  my  petitieas, 
and  am  ensdbled  to  pour  out  my  soul  there.    I  write 
the  more  plainly  to  you :  'knowmg.  tint  :I  open  my 
ease  to  a  tendered^heart  sympathiser,  who  has  a  fel- 
low feeling  for  my  infirmities,  and  will  remember  me 
at  the  throne  of  our  compassionate  Hi^h  ?tvee^  n^^k^ 
has  howeh  of  mercy  for  tempted  souia. 


828  LIF£  OV  COL.  BLACKADER.  CHAP.  X. 

But  we  need  such  trials  and  troublei^  to  keep  us 
humble  and  sensible  of  our  needy  dependence ;  espe- 
cially after  such  mercies  as  I  have  experieiiced  the 
whole  of  thiit  caibpaign.  I  beg  of  you  not  to  be  dis- 
couraged with  my  complaints,  for  the  Lord  will  deal 
bountifolly  with  me. 

I  know  not  whether  I  shall  return  to  the  raiment, 
or  remain  here  till  they  come  down.  Our  Brigadier 
is  on  his  way  with  five  regiments  that  suffered  moie^ 
(ours  is  4iot  with  him.)  He  is  to  be  at  Mentz  to- 
morrow. I  design  to  wait  on  him  there,  to  see  what 
Providence  will  order.  Perhaps  I  may  be  sent  for 
Scotland  this  winter,  for  recruits.  I  would  rather  it 
came  from  himself,  than  that  I  should  ask  it;  and  if 
it  do  80,  then  I  shall  come  down  to  Holland  with 
him  to  get  myself  ready.  Jt  this  do  not  happen,  then 
I  may  be  desired  to  return  to  the  regiment.  But  I 
am  indifferent  about  all  these  things ;  let  Providence 
work  for  me.  If  I  come,  the  Lord  will  perhaps  be 
gracious  to  me,  and  send  me  down  to  Rotterdam  be- 
fore the  sacrament  there,  which  I  believe  is  about  the 
beginning  of  October ;  and  it  would  be  a  very  desir- 
able mercy  to  us  both,  if  we  might  go  into  His  ho^ise 
together,  to  take  the  cup  of  salvation  in  our  hands, 
and  pay  our  voWs  in  the  presence  of  his  people.  The 
Lord's  blessing  be  with  you,  and  give'  you  grace  to 
walk  suitably  to  our  great  mercies, — ^to  devote,  the 
rest  of  our  lives  to  his  Service ;  and  may  the  love  «f 
Christ  be  the  tie  and  bond  of  love  between  us,  that 
we  may  be  more  and  more  blessed  in  each  other.      : 

I  am  thine.    J.  B« : 

Mrs.  BtACtTADlfR,  Mf.  MoSTiBR*S,  ) 

JBderchwdp  f8cot»  JPj^ke,  Botlerdam.  ) 
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Sq^iember.  14.  Still  on  our  journey,  and  sometimes 
in  none  of  the  best  company.  Passing  by  Coblentz, 
and  at  the  writing  hereof,  just  upon  the  place  in  the 
Rhine  where  I  had  almost  been  drowned  in  going 
up  the  country.  This  stirred  up  a  sweet  thankful 
fbune.  I  looked  upon  it  now  as  an  earnest  and  pledge 
of  his  goodness  to  me  in  the  campaign^ 

Sep^mber  15.  Came  safe  to  Cologne*  When  I  am 
pasnng  through  towns  or  places  I  have  been  in  be- 
fore it  always  awakes  in  me  a  tender  remendbrance  of 
my  past  mercies  and  deliverances. 

Sqptember  18.  I  am  brought  back  again  in  safety 
to  Holland.  Coming  to  Dort  at  night,  1  recorded  the 
goodness  of  God  in  the  same  room  where  I  had  done 
it  before^  when  I  arrived  this  time  twelve-month  from 
the  last  cai^paign. 

September  19.  Arrived  at  Rotterdam.  My  -soul 
humbled  before  God  under  a  cense  of  the  deadness 
and  unthankfulness  of  my  heairt,  after  isuch  signal 
fiivours  as  I  have  experienced. 

September  24.  Sabbatiu  Enjoying  the  ordinances  of 
die  gospel,  yet  I  could  not  have  believed  my  heart 
would  be  so  hard  and  ins^sible.  It  is  deceitful  above 
€llthmg$i  and  despercUely  wicked. 

September  30.  Upon  the  wingy  and  in  hurry  all 
day;  teaviiig  Rotterdam  the  very  day  before  the  sacra- 
ment, when  I  expected  to  have  taken  the  eu^  of  sal- 
vmtfion^  and  paid  my  vows.  I  do  not  understand  the 
language  of  thib  Providence ;  perhaps  it  is  that  my 
heart  is  not  filled  enough  with  love  to  Chriat. 

October  h  Sabbath.    Went  on  boatd. 

October  b^  Pleasant  passage;  fair  wind, and  calm  sea. 
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Oekber  7.  After  a  pirois^ieroiis  and  speedy  voyage, 
^re  Imded  in  Seotfamd  safe  and  trell. 

October  8.     Enjoying  ordinances  wbioh  my  sool  de^ ' 
liglitB  m,  and  which  was  my  jnincipal  reason  for  eom^- 
ing  to  Scotland  at  this  time.     I  find  also  that  I  am 
"ttie  ^rst  that  has  yet  reached  Edinburgh,  of  any  that 
were  at  the  battles  in  Germany. 

While  in  Edinburgh,  he  complains  of  being  too 
mnch  exposed  to  company,  and  occupkd  with  visitoirs 
liiat  he  could  get  no  leisure  for  retirement.  In  a  short 
time  he  set  out  to  Craigforth  with  his  wife,  where 
litey  spent  several  months. 

The  remainder  of  the  campaign  in  Gemwuiy  wai» 
marked  by  a  series  of  successes.  Ligolstadt,  Aiig»- 
Trarg,  Uhn,  Landau,  *  Treves,  Traerbach,  and  «everal 
other  towns,  surrendered  to  the  Allies.  The  whole  of 
Bavaria  was  abandoned  to  their  possession,  and  they 
were  masters  of  all  the  country  from  the  Danube  to 

*  Few  sieges  ever  witnessed  a  more  hermc  intrepiditjr  tiian  that  df 

•the  Got«rfior  of  Landau,  Mons.  Laubanie.     The  besiogefs  sonuMoned 

'Irim  by  a  trumpet  to  sunxnder  the  place,  before  be  was  buried  under 

.its  ruins.    -He  replied  with  a  noble  scorn  of  their  proposal  and  their 

threats,  <'  that  such  an  honourable  funeral  was  to  him  an  object  of  atb- 

bition,  and  not  of  terror ;  and  that  ihe  lore  be  bofe  to  his  oonatiy, 

mould  Bdt  permit  him  to  suirendeT}  until  he  was  compeUed  by  fbrce." 

He  kept  his  word ;  resoltged  to  xlispute  it  to  tbe  last.     But  while  going 

round  giving  orders  to  his  men,  he  was  struck  blind  with  the  gravel 

thrown  into  his  eyes,  by  the  biirsthig  t)f  a  bomb  n^ar  where  ^e  MoftS  j 

while,  at  the  same  time,  a  splinter  <tf  Wood  wounded  him  in  the  b«4y. 

His  spirit,  however,  was  invulnerable ;  and  he  was  led  about  the  walls 

groping  with  his  hands,  and  measuring  the  breacljies  made  by  the  enemies* 

batteries,  that  he  might  give  his  directions  accordingly.     He  continue 

to  defend  the  town  with  the  same  fiimness  and  resolution ;  hit  soldiers 

admiring  his  fortitude,  and  lamenting  his  flusfortoses,  but  obejifg  his 

orders  without  murmuring.     In  this  situation,  he  prolonged  the  siege 

ffft  several  weeks,  and  at  last  obtamed  un  honourable  capitulation. 
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the  Rhine.  The  victory  at  Blenheim  was  the  key  to 
all  these  successes.  Its  consequences  were  most  im- 
portant. But  for  that,  the  Emperor  must  have  been 
stript  of  his  dominions^  «»d  ferced  from  his  capital, 
for  the  Bavarians  had  penetrated  into  Upper  Austria; 
and  the  Hungarians,  on  the  other  side,  were  broken 
out  into  open  rebellion,  and  wanted  nothing  but  artil- 
lery and  ammunition  io  htvia  takmi  all  the  fortresses 
in  the  empire.  Such  were  the  effects  and  the  c<m- 
clusion  of  this  spl^did  and  celebrated  campaign, 
which  terminated  after  an  uninterrupted  prosperity  of 
seven  months,  without  experiencing  a  single  reverse 
of  fortune. 
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CHAPTER  XL 


CAMPAIGN  FOURTH,  1706. 


*\ 


Preparations  and  Sketch  of  the  Campaign— —Captain  Blackader  m^ 
barks  for  Holland-^Rejoins  the  Regiment — Letters— Army  marcU 
to  the  Moselle— Return  disappointed-— French  lines  forced— Mis- 
conduct of  the  Allies— Captain  Blackader's  Remarks— Letters- 
He  returns  to  Rotterdam— Obtains  a  Major's  Commission. 

The  exploits  of  Marlborough  and  Prince  Eugene  were 
now  the  theme  of  univerBal  admiration.  They  were 
regarded  as  twin  coiistellations  in  glory,  and  all  Europe 
resoimded  with  their  applauses.  On  his  arriTal  in 
England,  the  Duke  was  complimented  in  the  most 
flattering  terms,  and  received  the  thanks  of  both 
Houses  of  Parliament.  The  memory  of  his  distin- 
guished services  was  perpetuated  by  the  most  substan- 
tial marks  of  royal  favour.  The  manor  of  Woodstock 
was  bestowed  upon  him,  whete  a  magnificent  palace 
was  built,  and  named  in  honour  of  his  great  victory 
at  Blenheim.  Foreigners  were  not  less  grateful  than 
his  own  country.  He  was  treated,  by  Leopold,  a 
Prince  of  the  Empire ;  the  territory  of  IMBndelheiln 
beittgf  for  that  purpose,  erected  into  a  Principality. 
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But  these  splendid  conquests  were  not  productive 
of  all  the  advantages  that  might  have  been  expected 
to  result  from  them.  France,  though  imiwverished 
and  discontented,  was  not  yet  exhausted.  The  des- 
potism of  Louis,  in  a  great  degree,  rendered  him  su- 
pericNT  to  his  straits  and  embarrassments.  By  arbi- 
trary compukionB,  he  was  enabled  to  overccmie  the 
reluctance  of  his  subjects,  and  replenish  the  coffers  of 
his  treasury ;  and  to  the  astonishment  of  Britain  and 
her  Allies,  he  again  entered  the  field  with  armi^  tm 
numerous  and  well  equipped  as  they  had  bee^  in  any 
year  ranee  the  commencement  of  the  war.  Marshal ' 
ViUars,  with  70,000  men,  lay  encamped  on  the  Mo- 
selle; while  Yilleroi,  with  a  smaller  force,  commanded 
in  Flanders.  ^ 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough's  plan  was  tb  open  the 
campaign,  of  this  year,  on  the  Moselle,  by  attack-  . 
ing  Yillars,  and  pushing  the  war  into  the  interior  of  ■ 
France.  D'Auverquerque,  as  formerly,  was  to.  ctoy 
on  operations  in  the  Netherlands.  On  the  26th  <^ 
March,  the  T>uke  departed  for  Holland ;  and  having 
concerted  measures  at  the  Hague,  he  marched  his 
army  towards  the  Moselle,  which  he  reached  on  the 
30th  of  June.  In  a  few  days  he  was  within  sight  of 
the  enemy,  who  were  encamped  on  the  same  river,' 
near  Syrk.  Maga^dnes  of  ammunition,  and  stores  of 
all  sorts  were  formed  at  Triers.  The  Prince  of  Baden  . 
was  expected  to  join  the  Confederate  army,  and  to- 
co-operate with  them  in  the  same  plan.  Various 
events,  however,  concurred  to  disconcert  the  Duke's 
projects,  and  render  his  schemes  abortive.  He  was 
mortified  with  disappointments  from  the  quarter  where 
hp  h^  Ippked  for  succour,  and  at  the  vcar^  \ku^  . 
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wh0itlie'hqp«dtai«ip  i]ii£iidnig>lMirel%  bjr  giTing  a 
GkaX  Uow  ta>  the  poiarar  o£  France..  The  Prince  of 
Bltden  fidltd  to  perform  his:  engagcmentL  In  a  fit  of 
pretended  sieknescs  which  was  supposed  to  he  at  the 
r^ntftdoD  of  lys^ ilhietnous  eoUeagae,.  he  quitted  hie 
army:;  ^end  neither  e!Kpres8e»  nor  expoetolataons  cnuid 
pverraii  wiA  them  ta  hasten  their  appi^eaeh^  ViUam 
vm^too^^AymatBgoouafy  posted,  a«d  too  strong)]^  for* 
tSled,  ti»'h0  attacked  by  an  inferior  force.  He  had 
sWepl^tliM^  coimtry-'oiF  f<»!age  and  provisaons,  and  thna 
reiidieped^it  iniqpessiibte'fer  a  large  army  ta  svibsisk  in 
hie  ncn^bouiiicfod; 

--By  die  treachery^ and  teordiness  of  his.  finendg^  and 
tfe»  laastoiiy '  ai^angemenle  of  his  fees,  the  Buke  \8vm 
himself  constrained  to  relinquish  his  designs;^  oOm^ 
fspm-  hoe^l4es<  en  the  Preneh  fiiontier.  Und^  these 
merti#fkLp  cireimistanees,  he  wae compelled tomaiM^h 
haek  ta  the  Maese^  where  the  state  oS  the  wisur  d]s*- 
mesided'  his^  assUtanee^  The  enemy^  in  thai  qwu:«t«i, 
hitod  not  fl^d  to  profit  by  his  absence^  having  re* 
tein&a  Mnyy  and  a^^mpted  the  red^ietion  of  liegow 
He  le A^  TrWe  on  the  I9th  of  Junei,  and  with  inearecKUe 
e:qpedition^  arri^^d  before  Li^e^  hn  time*  to-  sare  the 
cllbad9l;:fi[>p  upen  his  abroach,  Yilleroi  caused' his  ar- 
tittory  to-be  drawn  off,  and  sent  back  to  Namur.  This 
choired  the  whole  laee  of  affairs  in  the^  Netherlands, 
and  enabled  tiie  Allies  to-  become  the*  assailants  in 
thmr  tunm.  In  ord»r  to  retrieve  hi&  misfortunes  en 
the  Maselle,  and  make  atonement  fer  the  misoondnct 
of  Ppisee' Lewis,  he  resolved  to  attach  the  Frenek 
iii4thl&  their  own  lines^  and  force  them  from  th^  91- 
trenohmenfs,  which  was  immediately  a^M^ompIished, 
tbe^'mtejKiy  hdxig  repnised  with  gfeat  dais^htw,    Tbiia^ 


witk  some  other  succesaes,  under  Baron  Spar^  closed 
the  operations  for  this  year;  but  £rom  the  sluggishness 
of  the  Germans,  and  an  envious  of^Misition  on  the 
port  of  some  of  the  Dutch  officers,  it  was  far  deficient 
in  military  glory  to  the  preceding  campaign.  We  now 
netuTA  to  Captain  Qlackader,  who  was  on  a  recuiting 
party  in  Scotland ;  and  this  short  sketch  will  prepare 
the  reader  for  the  extracts  we  are  to  lay  before  him. 
.  Jtmmry  5.  Hearing  a  sermon  this  day,  on  a  sub- 
j«ct  I  was  mueh  delighted  with — ^how  the  angek  w^re 
employed  in  taking  care  of  the  saints,  and  the  many 
offices  of  kindness  they  do  us,  and  how  we  are  given 
in  chaj^to  them  to  look  after  us.  It  reminded  me 
how  wond^ully  I  was  delivered  last  campaign — ^the 
angels  encamping  about  me,  and  putting  a  hedge  of 
security  aroimd  me  and  all  that  I  had. 
.  Jamuxry  6.  This  morning  set  apart  for  secret,  and 
jcnnt  prayer.  I  hope  we  had  access  to  God,  and  were 
accepted. 

JcamoBty  12.  My  mind  harrassed  allday  with  busi- 
ness, lathe  evening  taken  up  with  company,,  and 
involved  in  sm  by  idle,  foolish  conversation,  which 
defiles  the  soul. 

Jammry  14^  Taking  great  pleasure  m  hearing  a 
«rmon  on  the  Providence  of  God  directing  and  di*. 
posing  aU  things.  This  is  a  comfortable  doctrine  to 
me,  who  am  as  great  an  instance  of  the  care  and  hand 
eondnet  of  Providence  as  any  in  the  world. 

Some  proposals  ibr  his  advancement  being  mads 
about  this  tone,  he  remerks  with  his  characteristic 
diffidence  and  humility : — 

.    Jamuury  18.     I  am  so  &r  from  seeking  prefer- 
ments' 0r  great  thmgs  for  myseU^  that  I  wn  T«a&B| 
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afraid  of  higher  posts  in  the  world,  and  sincerely 
tMnk  I  am  unfit  for  what  I  have  already.  Lord, 
teach  me  in  every  thing  to  be  humble,  and  to  seek 
thy  council  and  conduct,  even  in  the  smallest  par- 
ticulars. 

Jammry  26.  Easy  and  cheerftil.  In  the  eyening  I 
designed  to  go  abroad,  but  was  kept  at  home  by  Pro- 
vidence ;  and  I  bless  Grod  for  it.  I  was  alone  all  the 
evening,  which  I  employed  in  reading,  meditation  and 
prayer.  I  had  access  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  one 
of  the  kindest  visits  that  I  have  had  since  I  came  to 
Scotland.  I  poured  out  my  soul  to  Grod,  and  told 
him  every  thing  in  my  heart  without  reserve.  My 
former  petitions  that  I  had  put  up  were  answered, 
and  I  had  that  word  fulfilled,  I  have  heard  thee  in  an 
accepted  time.  My  doubts  and  fears  that  seemed  be- 
fore like  great  mountains,  were  now  cast  into  the  sea, 
and  I  saw,  as  it  were,  this  promise  written.  Be  it  unio 
thee,  even  as  thou  wilt. 

February  15.  This  vexing  trade  of  recruiting,  de- 
presses my  mind.  I  am  the  unfittest  for  it  of  any 
man  in  the  army,  and  have  the  least  talent  that  way. 
Sobriety  itself  is  here  a  bar  to  success.  I  see  the  great- 
est rakes  are  the  best  recruiters.  I  cannot  ramble, 
and  rove,  and  drink,  and  tell  stories,  and  wheedle,  and 
insinuate,  if  my  life  were  lying  at  stake.  I  saw  all 
this  before  I  came  home,  and  could  have  avoided  com-r 
ing ;  but  it  was  the  hopes  of  enjoying  tiie  blessings  oi 
the  gospel  that  brought  me  to  Scotland,  more  than 
recruiting;  though  I  do  not  deny  that  I  had  an  eye  to 
that  also. 

February  20.  Hearing  of  our  going  abroad,  and 
much  encouraged  by  that  promise^  Exod,  xxxiiL  14. 
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My  presence  shall  go  tvith  thee^  and  I  will  give  thee 
resL 

Fdnmary  25.  I  complain  of  disappointments  in 
Scotland.  I  have  not  got  that  good  of  gospel  ordi- 
nances that  I  wished  and  expected.  I  experience  also 
vexation  in  other  things  about  the  business  of  the  re- 
giment. But  I  shall  wait  and  have  patience.  I  hope 
to  have  reason  to  praise  God  before  I  leave  the  coun^*^ 
try,  That  his  way  is  the  best,  and  that  he  orders  all 
things  well. 

At  this  time  he  expresses  an  inclination  to  have  left 
the  army,  intending  to  purchase  a  property,  that  he 
might  reside  in  Scotland;  but  was  dissuaded  by  his 
friends. 

March  10.  I  see  the  hand  of  Providence  appearing 
about  our  going  abroad.  O  Lord,  do  as  seemeth  good 
to  thee,  either  by  stopping  or  furthering  us ;  thou  onl^ 
canst  direct  our  ways.     I  desire  to  be  resigned. 

March  23.  Toiling  all  the  morning  embarking 
men.  Business  prospering  and  going  on  well.  I  see 
Providence  orders  every  thing  better  than  I  could  do 
myself. 

March  25.  Sabbath.  Heard  a  sermon  upon  that  sub- 
ject, Exod.  xiv.  15.  the  passage  of  the  Israelites  through 
the  Bed  Sea.  It  was  lively  and  suitable,  and  came 
home  to  mc  with  power  and  liie.  I  hope  it  is  by  the 
Lord's  command  I  go  forward,  and  having  his  orders, 
I  trust  I  shall  have  his  presence  and  conduct;  and 
though  they  bad  the  Red  Sea  in  theii*  way,  and  in- 
superable difficulties,  yet  they  obeyed,  and  this  en- 
gaged Omnipotence  to  work  miraculously  on  theiv 
behalf.  He  can  do  the  same  still  to  those  who  trus^ 
in  him. 
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M0(iteh  91*  Embfurldag  Ham  day  i^  Kirloddy ;  c<>m- 
mittiiig  myself,  my  wife  and  family,  to  the  conduct 
aftd  caira  o£  a  kind  God  mni  Father,  wW  must  be  our 
convoy  9mA  safe-guard* 

Jfrii  h    Weather  blowkig  tuad  tempestuous. 

./fyrit  4  AbarBied  tbia  moruiug  by  Ike  motioiia  of 
•ome  French  priyateers  appearing  aad  coming  dose  to 
im%  a»d  wiutis^  on  us  most  of  the  day.  In  the  after- 
lKK>n  UiQ  ships  retired,  but  apjpeared  again  and  caoM 
up  to  us  in  the  evening,  and  followed  us  aXt  the  night* 
t  Ueea  Ood  I  wm  easy  and  composed, 
t  AprH  5b  Diaordered  by  stormy  weather^  otnUrary 
mniaif  wid  fears  of  a^  tedious  voyage^  Prv^aleerw 
hovering  about  us  all  the  day.  A  life  at  sea  ia  the 
tspm  ^uMfiim  of  a  Christina's  Ufe^  tossed  up^  and  dawn 
m\^  here;  Bt^  ff^ere  remains  «  re^* 

Jpril  7.  Iianded  this  day>  but  not  at  the  poet 
designed ;  being  chased,  in  here  by  fear  ef  enonues 
and  st(H?ms. 

J^ml  8,     Reached  Rotterdam. 

jfyrU  18.    I^eavii^  Rotterdam  and  gcdng  ^p  fo  the 
regiment ;  at  night  came  into  the  Busse. 
.    ApyU  1%    Taken  up  all  day  in  preparatxoiift  for 
nMurebiag.     More  easy  and  composed  this  y^r  in 
going  ouli  tO'  the  camp  than  last. 

Apnl  20,  Marching  out  of  the  Busse.  I  trust 
God  wilt  aecempany  me^  and  keep  me  from  the  in* 
^tioo  et  bad  company^  which  is  the  greateat  dis- 
canr^gem^ftt  I  have  in  the  army. 

JfitU  22.  SMoA.  Marc^  all  day.  This  ia 
whAt  (  h^Jt^  wiQ&t^  Nothing  but  cursing,  swearings 
Mfd  profeneness,  m  ilbeUitaetf  bad  broken  loose  about 
Me. 
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Jlpril  23— ^0.     Marchings  every  dnj. 

Mtxyf  1.    Arrived  at  MaeBtrichi. 

Moff  2.  Giot  account  thk  day  tbat  we  are  to  niardi 
to  the  Moselle.  I  will  not  fear  any  evil,  for  Qod  i»  i^ 
tried  God  to  me  tkere  already.  I  remember  the  15tlL, 
of  May  laet  year,,  one  of  the  most  notable  deliTomnces 
I  IdEve  met  with* 

Tbe.same  day  he  wrote  to  his  wife  at  Rotterdaa^ 
gmngp  her  a  £Eurther  aeeonnt  of  his  destinotioii,.  «f 
iHiich  he  had  tiU  then  been  uncertain. 

Maestrkht^  Magi^  2-. 

You  see  I  ne^ect  no  opportunity  of  fetting  yoit 
hear  firom  me.  We  are  come  up  this  length,  11ioiq;}i 
I  could  not  give  you  any  account  in  my  last,  how  we 
were  to  be  disposed  of;  but  now  I  can  tell  you.  We 
aro  to  be  reviewed  to-morrow  by  the  Duke^  asd  we 
am  to  mareh  on  Rriday  straight  up  the  country  to  the 
Moselle.  I  commit  myself  to  the  same  God  w^  hm 
hitherto  dealt  so  bountifully  with  usy  and  wrou^it 
sneh  great  deliverances  finr  me.  I  bless  his  name 
that  I  am  every  way  well  as  I  could  wish,  heartyaaid 
oheerfuL  I  hope  to  hear  t&e  same  account  erf*  you* 
Live  by  faith  and  you  shall  not  want  comfort.  I 
know  not  wheare  this  shall  find  you,  for  the  Colbael 
tdls  me  y»  Lady  is  not  at  the  Busse^  so  I  think  y«a 
aitt  probably  all  gtme  to  Rotterdam  tc^ether*  I  ha¥e 
not  aetn  William  Youz^,,  (my  nephew,)  hia  raiment, 
is  joat  now  marchiii^  to  join  the  camp.  You  se^  I 
faaiRB^  altered  my  seel  and  chosen  anotibi^  in^tti9» 
S^^€z.  da  carps  et  non  de  coeurs.  I  write  in  heste^  aa 
i  bsfe  many  things  to  do  in  this  town  before  Jbarchr 
ian^    The  Lord's  blessing  rest  with  you*    I  am  tluoe* 

To  Mrs.  Blackadmm,  Mr.  MovnxE's,! 
Mw^umd,  Scots  Dyke,  Rotterdam,    $ 
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FromMaestricht  the  army  marched  to  Treves,  which 
they  reached  on  the  nth  of  May.  From  the  camp 
near  this  place  he  wrote  again  the  following  letter  to 
his  wife: 

jVear  JVeveSj  May  15. 

We  are  now  come  within  two  days  march  of  Treves, 
and  are  resting  this  day,  which  gives  me  the  oppor- 
tunity of  writing.  It  is  said  we  are  to  join  Prince 
Lewis'  army  on  the  other  side  of  the  Moselle,  and 
what  we  are  to  do  next  I  do  not  pretend  to  tell  you. 
Perhaps  the  French  will  be  so  strong  that  we  will 
not  think  it  advisable  to  attack  their  lines ;  and  you 
know  Prince  Lewis  is  not  thought  rash  of  fighting. 
But  all  this  is  but  poor  comfort,  and  not  to  trust  to  I 
confei^s,  so  I  recommend  you  to  go  for  support  where 
you  have  already  had  it,  and  where  all  needy  himiUe^ 
believers  should  always  have  it.  The  name  of  the  • 
Lord  is  a  strong  tower,  the  righteous  flee  to  it  and . 
are  safe.  I  told  you  before,  that  I  in  particular, 
beyond  many  others,  need  not  fear  to  go  to  the 
Moselle,  for  God  is  a  tried  God  to  me,  and  I  have 
the  experience  of  a  remarkable  preservation  there  id- 
laeady. 

I  bless  God  I  am  well,  easy,  and  cheerful,  more 
than  I  have  been  since  I  went  to  Scotland, — and  now, 
except  my  being  absent  from  my  dearest  joy  on  earth, 
there  is  almost  nothing  else  that  troubles  me ;  but  in 
that  as  in  all  things  eke,  I  desire  to  trust  God  cheer- . 
fully,  hoping  a  comfortable  meeting  in  God's  own 
time.  All  things  about  me  have  been  right  and  well 
ordered.  My  company  is  very  well,  aiid  my  horses 
hold  6ut  well  upon  this  long  journey.  At  writing' 
ibis  we  have  the  worst  weather  I  have  seen  at  this 
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tinie  of  the  year.  It  is  just  now  showering  snow  and 
hail,  and  so  cold  that  I  am  forced  to  lay  aside  the  pen- 
to  draw  on  my  boots.  The  Lord's  blessing  rest  with^ 
you.     I  am,  &c.  J.  B. 

To  Mrs.  Blackadkr,  ■  ) 
Scots  Dyke,  Rolterdam.  y 

The  march  still  continuing,  ho  reached  Treves  on- 
the  17th.  A  letter  to  his  friend  Mrs.  Balderstone,  in. 
Edinburgh,  is  dated  from  this  place,  two  days  aftwr 
his  arriTal. 

Treves^  May  19. 

I  have  never  had  time,  before  now,  to  salute  you 
and  your  kind  husband  by  a  line ;  for  we  were  not 
well  in  our  garrison  till  we  had  orders  to  march  out, 
and  we  have  been  marching  now  this  month  almost 
every  day.  The  Lord  was  mercifrd  to  us  on  our 
voyage;  for  though  we  had  the  French  privateers 
about  us  almost  every  day,  and  sometimes  within 
cannon  shot,  yet  by  the  goodness  of  God  they  did  vm 
no  harm.  Dear  friend,  I  invite  you  to  extol  the 
Lord  with  me,  and  let  us  exalt  his  name  together. 
He  has  in  mercy  removed  much  of  that  melancholy 
and  chagrin  that  I  was  sometimes  troubled  with  in 
Scotland,  and  helps  me  to  trust  in  him  cheeriully : 
the  sweet  experience  of  the  last  campaign,  and  the 
wonderfrd  deliverances  I  met  with,  do.  help  much  to. 
strengthen  and  bear  me  up,  and  I  am.  nO  way  afraid 
of.  going  into  Germany  again  this  year.  We  have, 
indeed  a  very  wicked  army,  which  is  a  great  disr, 
couiagement;  and  I  am  weary  of  dwelling  in  the  tents 
of  »n.  I  see  not  how  good  people  can  pray  with  con- 
fidcaioe .  for  success  to  it,  only  that  we.  have  a  gppd 
andjiist  cause,  though  we  be  foul-iingerf&d  hands  tha;|L 
manage  it;  and  we  see  by  ow  \^t  ^osf  ^  %\)i&^^si»> 
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tjiat  God  can  in  his  sovereignty  use  any  inatmments 
Imt  pleases  for  carrying  on  his  own  wort;,  and  I  donbt 
iiot  bat  he  shall  get  glory  by  U8>  eitlier  one  way  or 
other.  We  know  not  well  yet  where,  we  are  going, 
or  what  we  are  to  do.  I  know  I  need  not  bid  you 
mind  me,  for,  as  you  tell  me,  I  am  laid  on  you  as  a 
diai^  that  you  must  mind  me;  and  pray,  go  on, 
fiur  you  are  well  paid  for  your  pains*  You  serve  a 
g^aod.  master,  and  get  something  for  yourself  when  yon 
ply  the  throne  of  grace  for  your  friends.  The  Lor^s 
blessing,  rest  with  you  and  your  family.     I  am,  &e. 

J.  B. 

ICrs.  BAiri>aR«T0iii^  Edinburglb 

The  following  is  another  letter  to  his  wife,  of  tlia 
date  of  the  20th  : 

Camp  near  Treves^  SabMk, 
.  I  wrote  to  yvu  from  Treves  <m  Friday  last.  The 
flame  night,  when  I  came  home  to  the  r^;inient,  I 
found  a  letter  from  yoo,  dated  May  d*-^8,  wherein 
yott  tell  me  of  the  Colonel's  Lady  going  tx>  Coblenl9E» 
and  file  inclination  you  had  of  gmng  with  her,  if  you 
bad  orders  from  me ;  and  that  you  think  I  consnit 
your  ease  more  than  my  own  inclination.  I  answer, 
you  need  not  doubt  but  my  inclination  would  lead  me 
ta  hav«  you  always  near  me,  and  if  both  of  os  had 
oar  wills  and  wishes,  we  would  never  be  parted  at  aQ. 
But  you  must  consider^  it  is  not  by  ineEnataons  wo 
are  to  be  led,  but  by  duty3-*<-and  I  am  persuaded  it  is 
your  duty  to  stay  stUi  at  Rotterdam;  considering  that 
you  have  the  goi^  there,  good  company,  edifying 
conversation,  time  ai^  opportunity  to  serve  God,  ad* 
vsmlage  of  Unag  by  fmth,  and  trusting  him  with  a 
bambamd  wi^  i$  fav  foom  yoiu 


Ont  the  other  ha&d»  you  wUl  find  no  solidity  or 
T¥€aght  in  reasons  for  eomiiD^  np  the  eountry,  but  the 
foBid:  injoUniilioa  of  seeing  that  whieh  we  love.  Thare 
ia  no  pleasure  in  living  in  a  Popish  country  without 
the  g^spdi^  Make  good  use  of  it ;  it  is  a  merey  not 
to  be  digbted.  You  know  you  are  not  fitted  for 
travelling,  and  should  you  meet  with  any  accid^t  by 
Iha  way,  y<ni.  would  not  have  peace*  But  I  need  not 
■M  nany  words^  when  1  know  you  would,  obey  the 
very  thsugfats  of  my  heart  if  you  knew  them ;  and  I 
hufe  you  shall  be  no  loser  by  bcdn^  in  your  duty. 
You  will  remember  last  campaign^  how  IVovideiiea 
fttve  us.  a  Qomfbctable  meeting  sevend  months  seob'eir 
than  others  who  travelled  many  miles  to  see  their 
hiitbaifed&-**We  are  lying  stiU  here  near  Treves,  and 
what  we  are  to  undertake  I  know  not^  nor  care  not 
TlKve  is  no  great  probability  of  fighting  this  summer^ 
Ikai  I  can  see ;  hah  this  is  not  to  make  you  secure. 
It  is  all  one  for  God  to  preserve  from  danger,  or  in 
the  Budst  of  danger.  The  Lord's  Uessing  rest  with 
ymu    I  am^  &e.  J.  B. 

Ifrs.  B4LCKADER,  Rotterdam. 


i(£sfy  30-^34.  Marching  every  day.   WaUdi^ajkne, 
aadt  medtitating  along  the  banks  of  the  Moselle.   Draw* 
mg  neat  the  enemy,  and  in  proi^peet  of  fighting. 
.    Jma  2.    Resting  this  day ;  quietly  reading  over  Uiik 
1264h  Psabz^  and  applying  tlie  pronuses  to  myself. 

The  army  at  this  time  was  ^aeamped  near  SyA ; 
and  from  this  place  he  dates  another  letter  to  his  wife. 

Camp  near  Syrk^  June  2. 

I  received  your  letter  with  t^e  inclosed,  to  CaiftauL 
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Lawson.  You  haye  no  reason  to  quarrel,  for  I  have 
taken  all  occasions  upon  the  march  to  write;  and  some- 
times after  fatiguing  marches,  when  others  lay  down 
to  sleep,  I  sat  up  and  wrote  to  you.  Many  of  my 
fellow-officers  write  their  wives  only  once  in  two 
months.  I  ought,  both  as  a  soldier  and  a  Christian, 
to  wish  that  I  loved  earthly  enjoyments  less,  and 
t)iat  I  kept  a  looser  hold  of  them.  I  think  I  could 
part  with  all  other  comforts  pretty  easily,  without 
much  regret,  except  thyself.  I  wish  I  may  not  pro* 
v^e  a  holy  Grod  who  seeketh  the  whole  heart,  and 
ought  to  have  it  all. 

There  is  no  news  since  my  last.  We  are  still  lying 
hiMre,  expecting  more  troops  to  join  us.  But  we  must 
look  above  all  human  help,  to  that  God  who  hath 
hitherto  covered  my  head  in  the  day  of  battle ;  he 
(mly  is  my  sure  defence.  We  hear  the  French  are 
making  progress  in  Flanders,  and  besi^ng  Huy. 
Brigadier  Hamilton's  Regiment  is  in  it 

Let  me  know  what  you  are  at  present  reading.  I 
find  Mr.  Rutherford's  book  very  sweet  and  comfort- 
Able.  May  the  experience  of  Grod's  goodness  to  us 
both,  make  you  cheei*ful  and  easy ;  and  trust  in  him 
generously  without  fear  or  doubting.  You  will  al- 
ways find  that  God  bestows  mercies  on  his  people, 
proportionably  as  they  believe  on  him,  and  according 
to  the  trust  they  put  in  him.  Let  us  not  then  bind 
up  his  hand,  nor  stop  the  course  of  our  own  mercies 
by  misgiving  fears,  unbelief,  or  narrowness  of  heart. 
My  love  to  all  who  are  kind  to  you.     I  am  thine. 

J.B. 

To  Mrs.  Blaccakjsr,  .     ) 
Mr,  JdoVTiEB,*s,  Rotterdam,  y  ' 
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Jame  5.  Getting  account  this  day  that  we  are  to 
march  back  again,  just  down  the  same  way  we  came 
up.  Travelling  aU  night,  yet  easy,  and  committing 
my  way  to  God* 

Camp  near  Treves^  Jime  7. 

When  I  wrote  to  you  last,  I  had  no  news ;  but  now 
this  Js  to  acquaint  you  with  news  which,  I  believe, 
will  not  be  displeasing  to  you.  We  are  upon  our 
march  back,  down  to  Holland,  the  French  are  so 
strong  there,  and  making  such  progress ;  and  mea- 
sures here  being  a  little  disconcerted,  appear  to  be  the 
reasons  of  this  march.  We  are  to  go  towards  Liege 
or  Maestricht,  but  it  is  all  one  to  me,  up  the  country 
or  down ;  for  the  earth  is  the  Lords^  and  wherever  he 
^ves  his  presence,  I  care  not  what  place  it  be.  I 
just  now  received  your  letter,  wherein  you  beg  a. 
thousand  pardons,  for  quarreUipg  me  without  reason. 
I  take  your  submifiHaon,  and  pardoned  you  before  you, 
sought  it.  You  know  I  have  that  in  my  breast,  that 
you  need  never  fear  my  resentment ;  though  indeed  I 
take  it  ill  to  be  quarrelled  with  on  these  two  very 
heads  that  I  piqued  myself  most  upon-— writing  often, 
and  writing  kindly.  But  I  see  I  should  not  make  an 
idol  of  any  thing  I  do.  There  is  always  most  ease 
and  satisfaction,  when  we  are  found  precisely  in  the 
way  of  duty.  Then  we  are  kept  in  perfect  peace,  or 
else  the  being  sure  that  we  are  in  the  road  of  duty, 
makes  trouble  easy.  I  am  very  thankful  to  God  I 
have  such  a  wife,  who  needs  not  commands  or  autho- 
rity to  oblige  to  duty,  and  needs  no  more  but  to  have, 
duty  pointed  out,  and  to  be  advised  to  it ;  and  I  do 
you  but  justice  to  say,  that  I  have  always  found  that 
duty,  and  the  sense  of  duty,  pleasantly  determinfia 
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bcM;h  yoar  judgment  and  your  will,,  to  whatever  aide 
it  calls,  tkougk  inclination  should  murmur  against  it. 
May  tilie  Lord  prepare  you  for  the  approaching  solemn 
occasion,  and  douht  not  but  I  shall  mind  you.  Hare 
exalted  noble  thoughts,,  fay  £aith,  of  the  Master  of  the 
faast^  o£  his  liberality  and  bounty,  then  shall  yon  Taste 
tmd  aee  that  God  is  good.    I  am  thine.  J.  B. 

TaMrs.  Blackadxr. 

JuM  10,  Still  mardbii^  dcvwik  the  country.  Being 
Sabbath,  I  retired  much  of  the  day^  and  rode  alone, 
to  be  out  of  the  hearing  c^  such  company  and  such 
liviguage. 

j¥Me  19.  Coming  back  to  Maestricht  again*  I 
bless  Crod  for  his  preservation  of  me  all  this  long 
march  up  and  down.  Wherever  we  set  up  our  stan- 
dards^ there  h»re  I  iKHne  memoriid  of  his  mer^^  to 
set  up*  tf  we  encamp  on  the  banks^  of  the  IMbeee, 
Itere  I  had  my  Ebene99er»  fom*ieen  years  ago^  and  also 
^reat  deliverances  two  year»  agjo.  If  we  encan^  on 
the  Mos^e^  I  had  my  preservations  there  last  ye». 
1i  on  the  banks  of  the  Danube,  i  have  ScheUenbcs^ 
and  Hochstet  Wherever  I  go,  I  meet  with  some  re* 
membrancer  to  stir  me  up  to  gratitude  and  thanklat- 
ness,  and  to  begpt  ccmfidienee  and  trust  for  the  tkne^ 
to  come. 

Jtme  21.  Crosrii^  the  Maese.  Thk  day  has  heum 
afet^umg  long  march,  continuing  from  three  in  the 
morning,  till  ^ven  at  night.  A  great  many  of  the- 
army  felt  hy  with  weariness,  and  some  died,  it  being 
a  scorching^  hot  day.  I  bless  God  for  his  mercdea  to 
me,  for  my  health  and  strength,,  and  the  good  aeeom« 
jmadBtioa  I  hove  in-  a  caiop^  which  make  me^live  easy 
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and  well^  wliile  others  (better  than  I)  are  miserable, 
suid  scrre  in  bitterness  of  soul. 

V  June  23*  Marobing  all  day.  Uneasy  with  hoi 
ttsatber.  A  soldier's  life,  is  an  odd  unaccountable 
way  of  living.  One  day  too  much  heat,  another  too 
<5eld«  Sometimes  we  want  sleep,  meat,  and  drink ; 
again,  we  are  surfeited  with  too  much.  A  bad  irre- 
gpdar  way  of  living. 

^au  S6.     Short  march*     Lying  near  the  enemy  (at 
Li^ge.)     t  commit  myself  to  thee,  O  Lord,  and  pit 
n^  trust  in  thee.     I  will  not  be  afiraid,  though  an 
host  encamp  against  me*     Through  thee  I  shall  do' 
valianlly.     I  fetch  all  my  suj^dies  &*om  thee. 

JuaM  97.  Taken  up  during  the  day,  judging  of  cri- 
rainafe-  m  a  court  martial.  Seeking  the  conduct  of 
the  Spirit  of  God  to  judge  uprightly  and  righteously. 

^/ty  2.  On  c<»nmand  these  three  days.  I  had  tba 
duH^  of  about  1500  artillery  horses,  which  made  me 
semesrhat  uneasy,  as  fifty  men  might  easily  luoie  coma 
an^  taken  hundreds  of  them.  I  have  just  got  notice 
fraat  &e  officer  who  succeeded  me  in  that  post,  that 
the  enemy  fell  in  and  carried  off  100  of  them.  I  own 
it  was  neither  my  care,  nor  prudence,  nor  conduct  thai 
pcerrented  this  misfortune,  but  purely  the  goodness  of 
Ppovidence  to  me,  who  watches  over  me  continusdly. 
^Bployed  f^ain  this  day  in  a  court  martial^  well 
guided  and  directed ;  I  bless  God  I  was  there  aa  a^ 
jadge^  and  not  as  a  criminal.  It  is  only  his  grace 
that  makes  me^  differ  fi-om  the  worst  of  men. 

tMy  4r.  This  morning  putting  my  hand  to  a  small 
affiur  before  prayer,  it  went  wrong.  I  checked  my* 
self  that  I  should  undertake  any  thing  before  prayer, 
8»  I  went  to  my  knees;  and  after  )^y«c  I  «^  ^StipQi^ 
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the  same  affair,  and  went  through  it  with  ease.  I  ob- 
serve this,  that  I  may  be  encouraged,  the  first  thing  I 
do  in  the  morning,  to  commit  myself  and  all  my  ways 
to  God ;  and  put  all  I  have  within  the  hedge  of  his 
protection. 

July  6.  The  day  quietly  spent.  In  the  evening  I 
went  out  to  meditate  in  the  fields,  and  I  observe  it  as 
a  mark  of  the  Spirit  of  God  guiding  and  influencing 
me,  I  had  more  access  and  enlargement  in  prayer  than 
ordinary,  and  waQ  helped  to  act  faith  very  striHig, 
trusting  in  God,  and  believing  that  if  he  were  with 
me,  I  durst  attack  the  French  lines  aloue ;  and  that  a 
straw  in  the  hand  of  Omnipotence,  is  better  than  Go-* 
liah's  spear.  In  returning  home,  it  came  into  my 
mind  to  ask  a  sign ;  but  I  immediately  checked  tbo 
thought  as  sinful,  saying  to  myself,  ^^  I'U  trust  the 
Lord's  word  and  promise  without  any  sign."  I  had 
no  sooner  said  this,  than  a  bullet  came  whistling  dose 
by  my  head,  shot  at  random  by  a  soldier  cleaning  his 
piece.  I  wist  not  what  to  think  of  it ;  but  I  said 
within  myBelf,  this  is  the  promise  accomplished,  Psalm 
xci.  He  taill  give  his  angeh  charge  over  thee  /  thou  ^kali 
not  be  afraid  of  the  arrow  (or  bullet)  thatfiieth  ^  day* 

All  this  while  I  knew  nothing  of  what  was  doing 
in  the  army;  but  when  I  came  home,  I  found  that 
our  regiment  and  the  whole  army  had  orders  to  march 
immediately.  We  guessed  it  was  to  attack  the  Freiicb 
lines ;  accordingly  we  marched  at  nine  o'clock  at  night 
in  great  silence,  and  marched  all  night.  It  was  one 
of  the  sweetest  nights  I  ever  had  in  my  life.  Faith 
lively;  access  to  God,  and  communion  with  him; 
trusting  him,  and  securing  myself  in  the  chambers  of 
Jbis  jfrace  and  mercy,  so  ^^  I  ha4  np  maimeir  of  feaip 
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or  concern  of  any  danger  that  might  be  before  me ; 
the  stock  of  strength  and  courage  being  in  Christ's 
hands,  and  not  in  my  own.     Sensible  of  my  weak- 
ness, I  was  determined  to  come  every  moment,  as  the 
occasions  of  the  day  might  require,  to  draw  fresh  sup- 
]^lie8  out  of  Christ's  fiiUiess.     I  did  so,  and  be  was  a 
liberal  master,  he  supplied  me  bountifully  with  cour- 
age to  do  my  duty  creditably  in  the  functions  of  my 
post.     O  Lord,  I  give  thee  all  the  praise  and  glory ; 
none  of  it  belongs  to  me,  for  I  trade  but  with  a  bor- 
rowed stock.     I  desire  to  allow  myself  in  no  other 
amUtion,  but  of  serving  thee,  and  laying  out  myself 
wad  ail  thou  ^Vest  me  for  thy  glory  and  service ;  and 
if  thou  give  me  any  credit  in  this  army,  I  desire  to  lay 
it  down  at  thy  feet.     If  it  mkke  me  more  capable  of 
serving  thee  in  the  army^  I  seek  no  other  advantage 
of  it.     I  find  that  a  good  exhortation,  Se  careful  abaui 
nothing ;  for  though  I  am  far  from  a  pushing  ambi- 
tious temper  as  others  are,  yet  Providence  takes  care 
and  gives  me  occasions,  like  this,  of  acting  honourably, 
aiMl  puts  me  in  posts  that  I  was  neither  expecting  nor 
seeking ;  and  when  the^  occasions  are  over,  I  can  re- 
turn to  my  own  way  again  with  contentment 

Jubf  7.  We  attacked  the  French  lines  this  morn- 
ing, and  got  in  much  easier  and  cheaper  than  we  ex- 
pected. The  lines  were  partly  forced  and  partly  sur- 
prised, for  the  French  had  a  part  of  their  army  there, 
but  not  sufficient  to  make  head  against  us ;  not  know- 
ing that  we  were  to  attack  them  at  that  place ;  for 
there  was  a  feint  made  to  attack  them  in  another  part, 
which  made  them  draw  their  forces  that  way.  Our 
horse  had  some  action  with  them,  and  beat  them 
wherever  they  encountered  them.     Our  foot  had  no- 
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thing  to  do,  for  the  enemy  fled  before  they  came  •up. 
As  I  said  before,  the  Lord  aasiiSted  me,  and  gave  grace 
And  strength  as  I  needed.  Through  the  day>  aiid  in 
the  intervak  of  action,  I  plied  the  dirone  of  grace  by 
pra^r,  and  he  carried  me  through  well. 

My  8.  Sabbath. '  Marching  all  day.  We  aeem  to 
have  committed  a  great  error,  neglecting  the  ofqior- 
lunity  of  pushing  our  victory  by  marching  straight 
on  between  them  and  Louvain.  Tlie  French,  Jby 
marching  all  night,  have  prevented  us,  andigbtb^cxre 
us,  and  stopt  us.  This  shews  us  mem  are  but  men ; 
that  there  are  flaws  and  weaknesses  ill  the  wisest 
mens'  prudence.  One  day  a  great  heroic  action,  and 
the  next,  perhaps,  a  great  blunder.  We  se^oied  abe, 
by  too  much  wariness,  to  have  neglected  a  £a.irojqMif- 
.tunity  of  attiacking  them  on  their  march,  or  in  Uieir 
camp.  But  let  God  alone  have  the  ghny,  and  all 
flesh  be  grass. 

It  was  confessedly  an  oversight  in  the  ;Ailies  to 
•Uow  ti»  en^ny,  whea  they  were  driven  firoii>  Oteir 
Unes,  and  might  have  been  attacked  a  second  lime 
with  advantage,  to  possess  themselves,  without  Ba#^ 
lestation,  of  the  strong  camp  at  Parck,  whereby  4bi^ 
secured  Louvain,  Brussels,  and  Antwerp.  But  this 
error  is  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  Duke  of  MarH)Off oug^, 
who  Itad  projected  a  second  attack  before  they  had 
time  to  recover  from  then*  consternation,  and  wias  pre- 
paring to  put  it  into  execution.  In  this  scheme,  he 
was  supported  by  M.  D'Auverquerque,  but  opposcid 
by  the  other  Generals  of  the  States,  especially  by 
Sddangenbtorg,  who,  it  is  said,  had  a  personal  pique 
against  the  Ihike.  He  persuaded  some  othecs  of  the 
JDutch  ci»mmanders  to  join  him,  representing  die  en- 


imtffKiat  as  <iieither  advisable  nor  practicable,  lie 
DiilEa,  in  ^onsoquence)  was  obliged  to  «abmit$  dieugh 
with  gi^eat  reLnetoLoee^  and  mudi  mortified  tiiat  his 
•tfBDgiuise  hopes  ebould  be  disappointed  of  closing  the 
campaign  iidth  diatinguislied  glory.  He  laentionB 
Immself,  m  a  letter,  tbat  he  had  formed  the  troops  in 
order  of  batde ;  but  that  the  Deputies  «f  the  States 
^w?ing  <M>n8uUed  their  other  Generab,  would  not  oon- 
4Mn%  to  it,  so  thftt  he  was  eoropelled  to  abandcm  a  pn>- 
jeet  winch  promised  all  imaginable  success.  The 
Deputies  themselves  appear  to  have  become  sensible 
tif  their  mistake,  and  approved  of  the  Duke's  conduct, 
Bo  fin*  as  to  remold  Schlangenburg  from  the  army.* 

Jufy  9.  Resting  this  day  o^vaer  against  the  enomy. 
The  town  (Lo^vaon)  between  us,  which  is  firing  upon 
us,  and  some  of  the  bullete  coming  in  among  our 
tients;  but  lit^  hurt  done. 

j^  ID — 11.  The  firing  stiU  continuing  briskly, 
but  no  hurt  done :  that  promise  was  inade  good. 
Psalm  in;  Itrndm^doHm,  md^hptf  Ijawahed^Jbrtke 
L&rd  susktined  me.  I^tv^Ulmaifiar  tkouffk  tm  titomiond 
«0^re  againsi  me  pound  abmi.  I  ky  at  my  post  two 
days;  and  just  as  I  was  writing  ^his,  some  caoinon 
bidls,  shot  from  the  town,  came  close  over  my  tmt, 
and  lighted  among  those  m  the  rear,  but  did  me  no 
iiarm.  We  are  all  fretting  and  imeasy  about  this 
tmsmanagement  and  blunder,  that  we  have  not  im- 
proven  our  victory  as  we  ought  to  have  done;  and' I 
am  frettmg  among  the  rest. 

Jidy  12.    Removing  our  camp  this  day  but  of  the 


«  Lediardy  vol.  i.  p.  331—337.     SommerviUe's  Hist.  Queen  Anne, 
App.  No.  T. 


858  LIFE  OF  COL.  BLACKADER.  CHAP.  XI. 

reach  of  the  town's  cannon.  To-morrow  is  appointed 
by  the  General  to  be  observed  through  the  army  in 
thanksgiving  for  our  success,  and  prayer.  God  grant 
that  we  be  not  found  mocking  him  in  this  exercise, 
when  these  mouths  come  to  His  service  hot  from 
cursing  and  swearing,  pretending. to  thank  God  f<^ 
mercies  they  have  no  sense  of;  and  when  the  work 
IS  over,  return  to  their  trade  of  swearing  and  blas- 
phemy. But,  Lord,  whatever  the  army  do,  make  me 
single,  and  fervent,  and  tune  my  heart  to  praise  and 
gratitude. 

I  see  plainly  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the 
battle  to  the  strong.  Providence  laughs  at  men's 
projects,  and  often  works  by  disappointments,  and 
contrary  to  their  expectationfi*  Our  passing  the  lines 
was  a  i^basant  disappointihent,  for  we  were  far  from 
expecting  such  success,  a  victory  so  chieap.  But  then 
again,  here  wias  a  gallant  army,  that  (humanly  qpeak* 
ing)  might  have  carried  all  before  them,  beat  Ae 
enemy,  and 'possessed  all  this  country;  yet  Provi- 
dence step&  in  and  agiedn  disappoints  us,  for  we  stopt 
•hort  by  blunderiitig  in  the  midst  of  so  fine  a  career. 
It  is  the  Lord's  doingis,  and  wonderous  in  our  eyes ; 
he  says  to  the  purposes  of  men,  as  to  the  raging  waves, 
HUkerto  shall  ye  come  and  nofarfher. 

There  is  a  letter  to  his  wife,  of  this  date^  fram  the 
•amp  near  Louvain,  in  which  he  msdces  a  reeapitula- 
tion  of  some  thitigs  already  taken  notice  of. 

Thursday^  July  12. 

I  wrote  you  the  good  news  of  our  having  passed 
the  lines,  and  I  now  write  you  again  in  an  advanced 
post,  near  the  enemy.  Yesterday  we  had  a  bickering 
with  them,  but  the  water  Was  betwieen  Us,  atid  it  was 
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only  the  picquets  of  regiments  that  were  engaged. 
Lieutenant  Dalrymple  was  wounded  in  the  head>  but 
not  badly.  We  have  not  lost  one  man  in.  the  r^-* 
ment  as  yet.  We  are  all  fretting  that  we  have  madfi 
soch  a  mistake — as  we  might  probably  have  been 
masters  of  this  country. 

I  believe  you  will  be  pretty  much  concerned  foi* 
me  at  present,  considering  the  circumstances  we  ace 
ki,  and  the  Hews  you  will  be  hearing  daily ;  but  be 
not  afraid  for  me,  be  not  concerned,  I  am  in  good 
hands. — The  Lord  is  my  defence,  I  shall  not  be 
moved ;  he  is  my  fortress,  my  shield  and  buckler,  a^d 
my  strong  tower. — Continue  you  to  trust  him  cheer- 
fully. You  must  not  only  believe  when  all  goes  fair 
before  the  wind;  then  any  body  may  believe;  but 
ym  must  believe  when  all  is  in  hazard ;  and  there 
must  be  a  time  between  the  promise  and  the  accom'- 
jdifihment ;  and  this  is  the  season  of  the  trial  of  faiths— 
My  best  advice  to  you  is,  to  be  hmnble,  -watchful, 
ckNinmspect,  and  self-denied^ 

'  t  ^^rem  on  commtod  some  days  ago,  and  had  the 
charge  of  1500  artillery  horses :  it  was  an  alert,  post, 
and  parties  thick  about  me,  &c.  I  can  give  you  no 
aecount  of  our  operations,  or  what  we  are  to  under- 
take next;  probably  we  must  try  to  make  some 
fkrther  prepress,  and  to  reap  some  fruits  of  our  pass- 
Hig  die  lines.  Be  not  you  anxious  about  it.  Take  no 
notice  of  reports  of  news  or  stories  flying  about.  You 
are  too  much  impressed  with  these.  Providence  often 
Works  against  all  our  probabilities,  and  it  signifies  not 
what  people,  even  the  wisest  of  them,  either  think  or 
say.     I  am  thine.  J.  B. 

To  Mrs.  Blackader,  Mr.  Momtier*s,  ) 
Merchand,  Seats  Dyke,  Rotterdanu      J 
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July  18«     Hei^  (near  Louvain)  have  we  been  stopt 
these  ten  days ;  but  we  are  now  going  to  march  again, 
towards  the  enemy  I  believe.     If  the  Lord  would  lead 
us  on  as  the  Captain  of  our  host,  then  we  would  do 
great  things ;  but  without  his  presence  the  smallest 
obstacle  will  stop  us.     Marching  all  night  to  attack 
the  enemy :  it  has  been  a  pleasant  night  to  me.     I 
rely  on  the  Divine  promises,  and  cast  the  weight  of 
my  soul  upon  the  well-ordered  Covenant.     Acting 
again  in  an  honourable  post,  wherein  I  was  well  as- 
sisted to  go  through  it  creditably.    In  all  the  intervals 
of  business  and  of  action,  I  was  sensible  of  the  good- 
neiss  of  God.     Our  army  got  another  check'  and  mor- 
tification this  day,  (19)  for  we  did  not  succeed  in 
passing  the  water,  (the  Dyle)  and  dislodging  the 
Fiiench.     They  did  not  beat  us,  nor  did  we  lose  wy 
men ;  but  our  General,  it  seems,  found  the  thing  in 
prudence  not  practicable,  and  that  we  could  not  pass 
at  that  place.     Such  of  our  troops,  as  did  pass,  beat 
the  enemy  from  their  posts.     I  observe  this  through^* 
out  the  campaign,  that  in  all  our  encounters  vi^th  the 
French,  Providence  lets  us  see  we  are  fuUy  maaters 
of  them,  and  can  easily  beat  them,  for  they  ii^pear  in 
our  hands  like  a  cur  matched  against  a  mastiff.     But 
at  the  same  time  we  are  prevented,  and  kept,  as  it 
were,  in  a  chain  from  giving  them  a  total  rout:  For 
either  we  let  occasions  slip  when  they  are  put  in  oiir 
power,  or  we  greedily  pursue  ooc^ieuiionB  when  it  is  not 
the  will  of  Providence  to  favour  us.    But  I  hope  our 
chain  shall  yet  be  loosed,  and  we  shall  be  succeasfiiL 
Arise,  O  Lord,  let  thy  enemies  be  scattered ;  for  they 
are  thy  enemies  as  well  as  ours.  .  I  am  very  much 
fatigued  with  our  march,  for  we  were  twenty-two 
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hoars  under  arms,  and  so  my  spirits  atre  not  lively) 
•i^^eoiall^'  for  want  of  deep.  The  enemy  cannonadcid 
us  on  our  inarch,  but  did  us  no  hariii>  for  :we  came 
safe  to  our  camp  at  night* 

The  skirmish  here  referred,  to.  Was  that  which  took 
place  on  the  30th  of  July,  between  Louvain,  and  the 
Tillage  of  Neer-ysche.  The  Duke  being  informed 
that  several  posts  on  the  Dyle,  between  these  places, 
wero  but  slightly  guarded,  resolved  to  force  them,  in 
order  to  pass  the  river.  The  Duke  of  Wirtemberg^ 
and  Count  Oxenstiem,  with  a  part  of  the  troops,  were 
ordered  on  this  service.  They  dectunped  about  eleven 
at  night,  and  reached  the  enemy's  posts  by  three  next 
morning.  Some  battalions  of  grenadiers  crossed  the 
river  on  Inidges,  and  repulsed  the  French  Guards  with 
great  vigour ;  but  not  being  timely  supported,  they 
were  obliged  to  retire  with  the  loss  of  a  few  officers^ 
and  about  fifty  privates.  *  On  whom  the  blame  of  this 
misadventure  restis,  is  not  well  ei^lained.  Captain 
Blackader  merely  says,  their  Commanding  Officer 
judged  it  impracticable,  yet  he  was  himself  plainly  of 
a  different  opinion ;  and  was  evidently  dissatisfied  at 
losing  so  many  opportunities  of  fightingi  Foi^  the 
first  time  we  find  him  here  difiering  in  opinion  with 
his  superiors,  and  venturing  a  short  miUtary  critique 
on  the  operations  of  the  army  since  their  action  on 
the  7th« 

July  2d.     As  to  public  affairs,  when  I  think  upon 

our  conduct  this  campaign,  we  seem,  in  my  weak 

judgment,  to  have  committed  several  mistakes  and 

weaknesses  since  we  attacked  the  lines.     I  say  not 

I  '■■■'■■    I     I  *        111  —— ^—Mi ^— — — ..^ 

*  Lediard,  vol.  i.  p.  328. 
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this  to  reflect  in  the  least  on  GeneraLs  or  >  their  con* 
duct,  but  only  I  would  be  a  narrow  observer  of  plH>- 
Tidences;  which  rules  the  successes  and  victories  of 
armies  as  it  pleases.  First  when  we  attacked  the  lines 
in  the  morning,  they  were  surprised ;  and  we  easily 
beat  all  the  troops  that  made  head  against  us.  Their 
army  was  coming  up,  but  in  no  great  order ;  and  if 
we  had  pushed  the  attack  vigorously  with  the  troops 
we  had  over,  or  kept  them  in  play  with  our  horse  till 
llie  foot  had  come  up,  in  all  probability  we  had  routed 
them.  But  instead  of  that,  we  suffered  them  quietly 
to  retire,  and  stood  and  looked  on.  Then  in  the  next 
place,  if  we  had  but  posted  our  army  so  as  the  right 
had  run  to  Judoigne,  and  the  left  to  Tirlemont,  we 
had  lain  just  across  their  way,  that  they  could  hardly 
have  got  by  us;  whereas,  we  camped  about  Tirle- 
mont, and  so  gave  them  a  passage  clear  to  get  befoi^ 
us  again. 

Then  again,  if  we  had  but  marched  on  three  hours 
fiffther  that  night,  and  had  taken  up  the  pass  and 
strong  camp  of  Parck,  we  had  been  betwixt  them  and 
Louvain,  and  all  that  country :  But  iiistead  of  that, 
W(b  lay  still  at  Tirlemont,  and  the  French,  by  march- 
ing all  night,  got  before  us,  and  stopt  us  At  Louvain. 
Then  again,  though  we  had  rested  all  night,  if  we 
had  but  marched  next  morning  at  day-break,  we  had 
fallen  upon  them  in  their  march,  weary  and  unawares. 
But  we  lay  still  till  nine  o'clock ;  and,  as  it  was,  our 
army  came  in  sight  of  them,  while  their  foot  was  pass^ 
ing  the  Dyle  in  great  haste  and  concision ;  and  if  we 
had  attacked  them  even  then,  in  all  human  appearance 
we  had  beat  them.  But  we  suffered  them  to  pass 
quietly^  and  then  cut  off  their  bridges^ 
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Then  the  next  day  after  we  had  encamped  at  Lou^ 
vain,  our  pickets  and  some  regiments  inarched  to  the 
right,  to  the  water  side,  and  fired  upon  them.  Our. 
men  had  no  cover,  but  the  French  had  breast-works, 
along  the  river  side;  and  so  we  got  a  great  many  men 
wounded,  and  some  killed,  foolishly  and  to  no  pur- 
pose. Then  on  the  18th  we  marched  all  night,  de» 
i^gning  to  pass  the  water,  and  surprise  the  enemy  as. 
we  had  done  at  their  lines,  and  had  over  ten  or  twelve 
battalions  who  took  post  on  a  village  on  the  other, 
side,  which  they  beat  the  French  from.  It  is  tru0. 
our  horse  could  not  pass  there ;  but  it  i^  granted  by 
all,  that  our  foot  might  have  passed,  and  taken  their 
posts,  and  kept  them  in  spite  of  all  the  French,  army ;, 
because  we  were  reckoned  superior  to  them  by  25  or 
30,000  men.  But  instead  of  that,  those  that  were 
over  were  ordered  to  come  back,  and  take  off  our. 
bridges ;  and  so  we  marched  off.  The  French,  by 
iheir  mien,  did  not  look  as  if  they  would  stand  to  il^ 
but  came  up  stragglingly  and  hovering  off  at.  a  dis- 
tance, that  they  might  retire  in  case  we  pushed  over 
the  water :  Btd  the  bcMe  is  not  always  to  the  strong : 
Providence  laughs  at  man's  projects. 

Such  were  Captain  Blackader's  sentiments  with  re- 
gaord  to  the  operations  and  lost  opportunities  of  the 
army;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt,  this  indecision 
would  not  have  happened,  had  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough not  been  thwarted  in  his  measures  by  the 
tardiness  or  timidity  of  the,  States'  Deputies  and  their 
Generals. 

While  near  Tirlemont  he  writes  again  to  his  wife, 
to  relieve  her  anxiety  after  the  recent  engagement. 
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-  «  Qanpnecar  Tirkfftcmi.  Mandct^^  July  23. 
"  iMli^e  yon  have  been  pretty  uneasy  these  four 
dr  five  days  by-gone,  by  not  hearing  from  me  since 
our  late  aetion  with  the  French ;  though  I  comfort 
myself  in  the  hopes  of  this,  that  the  manifold  expe- 
rience you  have  of  my  preservation  and  deliverances, 
makes  you  trust  God  more  fixedly  than  before,  with- 
out unbelieving  fears.  I  could  not  possibly  write  to 
yda  on  Thursday,  the  post  day,  for  that  was  the  day 
of  our  action ;  and  we  were  in  arms  from  Wednesday 
night  at  ten,  marching  all  night,  till  Thursday  at 
eight  at  night.  We  were  to  have  attacked  the  French 
by  pasfiing  the  water  that  is  between  us  and  them ; 
so  we  marched  silently  all  Wednesday  night  to  the 
1^  above  Louvain ;  and  by  break  of  day  our  detach- 
inents  were  at  the  water-side,  where  we  were  to  pass, 
and  laid  On  btridges  without  opposition ;  for  the  Fren<^ 
#ere  surprised  in  t]ie  same  manner  as  before  at  the 
lines,  and  made  no  head  against  the  r^ments  thai 
crossed.  But  unluckily,  it  seems  there  was  a  mis- 
take as  to  the  place,  for  when  the  General  came  up 
he  found  it  was  Hot  practicable  for  the  horse,  as  the 
place  was  marsh  ground.  In  the  mean  time,  the  foot 
were  still  passing  the  bridges,  and  had  taken  post  on 
the  other  side,  and  had  beat  some  brigades  of  the 
Flinch  from  their  posts ;  but  the  Greneral,  finding  the 
horse  could  not  pass,  sent  orders  for  the  foot  to  come 
back,  which  they  did  without  any  loss ;  for  the  French 
nevelr  charged  them,  only  they  brought  down  a  bat- 
tery of  some  cannon  to  the  water-side,  and  played 
upon  our  lines  as  they  were  mardiing,  but  did  very 
little  harm,  and  so  we  got  safe  to  our  camp. 
This  action  is  variously  talked  of;  commended  and 
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censured  acc<n*dmg  to  men's  various  humours.  Some 
are  of  opinion,  if  we  had  gone  over  with  our  foot  only, 
that  we  had  beat  them ;  for  when  we  observed  their 
motions  first  in  the  morning,  they  seemed  to  be  irre- 
solute and  wavering  whether  they  should  come  up  to 
defend  the  passage  or  retire  towards  Brussels.  Others 
think  it  was  prudently  done,  not  to  risk  our  army  to 
an  affront,  when  our  horse  could  not  act.  But  what- 
ever it  be  to  the  army,  I  look  upon  all  GUid's  ways  of 
deriing  with  me  to  be  mercy  and  goodness,— i-and  I  be* 
Heve  myself  to  be  as  sound  and  safe  in  the  chambers 
of  his  Omnipotence,  fidthfiilness,  and  love,  in  time  of 
action,  as  if  I  were  with  you  at  Rotterdam. 

Our  whole  army  seemed  to  be  mighty  keen  and 
ei^r  to  be  at  the  French,  and  were  uneasy  and  out 
of  humour  when  ordered  to  retire.  I  do  believe,  by 
the  blessing  of  God,  we  would  have  beat  them  if  we 
had  gone  over.  For  I  observe  this,  all  this  campaign5 
that  in  all  skirmishes  between  us  and  them,  it  appears 
we  are  masters  of  them,  and  could  beat  them  as  easy 
as  a  mastiiF  worries  a  cur-dog ;  but  at  the  same  time 
I  observe  that  we  are,  as  it  were,  chained  down,  and 
cannot  get  them  soundly  beat.  It  is  currently  believed 
here,  that  both  at  the  lines  and  now,  it  is  the  States 
and  their  Generals  that  hinder  us  to  fight,  and  to  im- 
prove our  advantages  as  we  might.  So  that  if  you 
have  a  value  for  my  safety  and  preservation,  you 
should  go  and  thank  the  States  fwr  it. 

I  hope  this  letter  will  come  seasonably  to  your 
hand ;  though  I  flatter  myself  that  you  are  quite  ano- 
ther woman,  for  a  masculine  and  strong  hearty  than 
you  were  the  first  or  second  campaign.  You  l^ive 
more  reason,  more  experience  of  God's  goodness,  i^ 

l6 
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I  hope  more  grace.  You  will  excuse  me  if  I  add  a 
foorth  cause ;  that  you  begin  now  to  be  an  old  mar-* 
ried  wife,  and  should  be  settled  and  calm. 

I  am  thine.     J.  B. 

Mrs.  Blackader,  Rotterdam. 


July  27.  My  mind  is  geUiug  becalmed  again  with 
lying  idle,  and  I  now  begin  to  wish  for  action,  because 
it  rouses  the  s{)irits  into  activity.  This  day,  three  of 
my  men  were  taken  prisoners,  and  the  other  day  two 
of  them  deserted.  This  is  a  providence  that  I  do  not 
well  understand.  Most  Captains  of  the  army  know 
nothing  but  to  curse  and  sweai*  at  their  men.  I  or- 
dinarily every  di^  put  them,  by  prayer,  within  the 
eirel^  of  God's  protection.  But  I  believe  every  disr 
peHsalion  to  me  is  fraught  with  mercy  and  kindness. 

^tigvM  2.  The  very  morning  of  this  day  is  an 
Ebenezer.  The  day  of  Hochstet,— a  day  much  to  be 
remembered  for  the  wonderful  mercy  and  deliverance 
I  got.  The  Lord  wrought  a  great  salvation  frar  us 
that  day;  he  delivered  my  soul  in  peace  from  t^e 
battle  that  was  against  me.  A  thousand  fell  at  my 
jide,  and  ten  thousand  at  my  right  hand,  but  it  came 
pot  near  to  me,  but  in  a  way  of  remarkable  mercy  and 
favour;  for  though  the  ball  was  at  my  throat,  the 
angel  of  the  Lord  held  it  as  he  did  the  knife  in  Abrpir 
ham's  hand.  I  cried  unto  the  Lord,  and  heansw^ed 
me.  I  employed  this  day  in  meditating  on  these 
thmgs ;  and  there  was  a  thanksgiving  appointed;  by 
the  Greneral  for  eommemoratii^  that  great  day* 

August  3 — 6.  Marjehing  every  day,  but  v«ry  un- 
<aiisy;  scorching  hot  weather — ^my  horse  sick — wnL 
l«^  servant  in  the  hospital* 
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August  7.     This  day  there  was  a  great  preparation, 
and  all  the  appearances  and  dispositions  for  a  batik; 
V  We  were  to  attack  the  enemy  (twenty  battalions  of  us) 
throngh  the  wood  (of  Soignies.)   The  action  threatened 
to  be  a  bloody  one,  for  they  were  well  fortified,  and 
occupied  a  strong  post  at  Waterloo.     The  time  we 
'Were  lying  in  the  wood,  I  retired  frequently  for  medi^ 
tation.     The  enemy  was  so  strongly  posted,  that  it 
was  thought  impracticable  to  attack  them,  so  we  were 
ordered,  to  draw  off  at  one  o'clock,  having  marched  at 
nine  in  the  morning.     I  observed  at  our  coming  off, 
what  a  poor  weak  creature  man  is  of  himself.    There 
came  a  panic  fear,  and  surprise  among  the  soldiers 
mt  the  head  of  the  line,  that  before  they  knew  what 
they  were  doing,  they  rolled  and  turned  back  one 
upon  another,  from  one  regiment  to  another,  and 
knew  not  what  hand  to  turn  them  to.     I  thought 
upon  that  Scripture,  One  moum  shall  chase  a  thousandL 
It  was  over  in  two  minutes ;  they  came  to  themselves 
and  were  ashamed.     Late  at  night  we  came  to  our 
camp,  and  lay  on  the  bare  ground  all  night  for  want 
of  our  tents,  for  w«  thought  they  were  all  taken  by 
the  French,  and  indeed  they  were  very  near  it. 

Juffust  8 — 16«  Marching  back  to  the  camp  at 
Tirlemont. 

These  operations  ard  more  enlarged  upon  in  his 
letters,  of  this  date,  from  which  we  shall  make  one  or 
two  selections. 

Wavre^  August  9.     Thwsday, 

I  believe  you  may  be  somewhat  anxious  by  not 
hearing  from  me  these  eight  days ;  for  we  have  been 
marching  since  Friday  last,  still  courting  the  occasion 
of  frlling  upon  the  French ;  but  Providence  g^till  dis- 
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aj^ints  us,  and  balks  our  projects.  On  Tu^day 
ibere  wad  all  the  preparation,  and  dispositions,  and 
appearance  of  a  pitched  battle ;  and  if  it  had  come  to 
a  batde,  in  all  probability  it  had  been  one  of  the 
Uoodiest  most  of  us  ever  saw.  But  when  we  came 
u^  to  them,  we  found  them  so  strongly  posted  and 
iinrtified,  that  it  would  have  been  a  butchering  to 
have  attacked  them  in  their  camp.  There  was  also  a 
stratagem  to  be  used,  which,  if  it  had  taken  effect, 
would  probably  have  decided  the  battle  in  our  favour. 
There  were  twenty  battalions,  (ours  was  one,)  and 
liorse  conform,  that  were  to  march  through  a  wood 
and  post  ourselves  quietly  in  the  wood  till  we  should 
hear  that  the  battle  was  fiilly  joined.  Then  we  were 
to  come  out  and  attack  them  in  the  rear.  Accord^ 
ingly  we  marched  at  three  in  the  morning,  and  posted 
ourselves  in  the  wood,  wbete  we  stayed  till  three, 
afitemoon.  General  Churchill  ccnnmanded  us;  but 
the  Duke  finding  it  impossible  to  attack  them,  as 
I  said,  we  came  off. 

I  have  still  reason  to  say,  that  times  of  fighting 
aiid  action,  and  prospects  of  danger,  are  the  plea^ 
santest  times  I  have ;  and  I  should  be  well  satisfied 
to  have  every  day  the  same  prospect  of  danger,  to 
have  the  same  supplies  and  furniture  of  fidth  in 
Christ,  relying  upon  the  well  ordered  Covenant.  I 
trusted  much  to^  that  promise,  Josh.  i.  9,  which  was 
strongly  impressed  upon  me. 

We  are  now. drawn  off  farther  from  the  enemy,  and 
there  is  no  more  talk  of  attacking  them ;  and  in  all 
probability  there  is  but  little  appearance  of  any  more 
action  this  campaign*  I  will  not  say  what  Providence 
may  do^  which  ordinarily  works  by  disappointment  of 
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€xpeetatioii&  You  may  thank  your  friends  the  Hol- 
landers again,  for  it  is  said  generaUy,  that  we  owe  H 
most  to  them,  our  sleeping  in  a  sound  skin  on  this 
<iceasion ;  and  that  they  were  positively  against  fight- 
ing there.  However  it  be,  it  seems  Providence  will 
not  w<Nrk  by  these  means ;  not  this  time  at  least.  It 
lias  been  a  fatiguing  march  this  week  by-gone,  and  we 
have  had  very  little  rest.  I  lost  five  men  in  that 
4»tnp^  two  by  desertion,  and  three  taken  prisoners. 
The  Lord's  presence  and  blessing  be  with  you.  I  am 
thine.  J.  B. 

Mrs.  Blackadib,  Rotterdam. 

Monday^  August  13,  . 
We  are  marched  yesterday  still  fiurther  from  the 
enemy,  so  that  the  appearance  of  action  grows  less, 
and  we  scarcely  expect  to  see  the  Messieurs  this  cam- 
|MUgn  again.  But  let  me  warn  you,  as  thoughts  of 
action  wear  out,  not  to  let  castles  in  the  air  come  in 
their  place ;  for  at  the  very  time  you  wrote  di  coming 
to  Aix-l»*Chapelle,  we  seemed  to  be  upon  the  brink 
of  a  battle,  where  probably  ten  thousand  had  lain  on 
the  spot.  For  my  part,  I  dare  not  allow  myself  in 
wkhing  ean.e8tly  to  be  in  garrkon,  (though  I  be  weary 
enough  of  the  eamp^)  or  to  wish  that  it  were  peace ; 
for. without  God's  presence  and  blessing,  the  garrison 
and  winter  would  be  but  a  melancholy  time.  Com^- 
forts  and  enjoyments,  when  we  expect  much  satis&c- 
tion  from  them,  may  be  blasted,  and  a  time  of  peace 
may  be  mme  troublesome  than  war.  I  have  cause  to 
bless  God  while  I  live,  for  the  bountiful  supplies  of 
his  grace  and  spirit  that  he  gives  me  in  times  of  war  \ 
and  if  he  should  withhold  these  from  me  in  peace,  I 
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should  wish  to  be  back  to  the  camp,  and  in  action 
every  day.  It  is  bis  presence  alone  that  can  make 
any  place,  any  lot,  any  condition  haj^y. 

The  campaign  is  slipping  away,  and  I  hope  God 
will  give  us  a  comfortable  meeting  at  the  end  of  it. 
We  are  going  to  take  St.  Lewe ;  and  our  regiment 
hftving  been  on  conmiand  when  we  expected  to  fight 
im  Tuesday,  we  do  not  think  it  will  be  our  tour  to  be 
on  tlie  siege.  About  your  coming  to  Aix,  I  do  not 
^tbink  it  safe  or  convenient.  If  I  thought  it  would 
benefit  your  health,  I  would  order  you  there ;  but  I 
may  say  in  jest,  it  is  because  you  are  promised  a  tem- 
poral blessing,  and  as  Papists  go  to  our  Lady  of  Lo- 
retto  to  get  favours,  so  you  would  go  to  Aix;  but 
with  this  difference,  they  expect  their  favours  by  way 
jo£  miracle,  you  would  have  it  by  means. 

They  begin  now  to  talk  of  peace,  and  that  pro- 
posals are  making ;  I  know  nothing  of  them,  only  if 
we  had  improven  our  success  at  the  passing  of  the 
Unes,  as  we  might  have  done,  and  if  we  had  got 
Brabant,  it  might  perhaps  have  procured  a  peace  vary 
soon :  but  we  must  look  to  a  higher  hand,  and  the 
scourge  of  war  must  continue  till  God  have  wrought 
his  purposes  by  it.  Let  him  be  exalted  in  the  eardi. 
Remember  me  to  all  kind  friends.     I  am  thine. 

J.  B. 

Mrs.  BhACKASEVkt  Rotterdam. 

St  Lewe,  AttgtM^O. 

We  are  now  marched  back  to  the  lines,  and  are 

lying  icovering  the  siege  of  St.  Lewe.    It  is  observaUe 

that  we  have  been  these  six  weeks  marching  and 

^ofiiiter-marching,  and  seeking  all  occasions  of  coming 
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At  the  enemy,  yet  our  prospects  have  been  blasted, 
mod  we  have  been  kept  as  a  lion  in  chains,  and  cannot 
get  out.  There  seems  also  to  be  a  spirit  of  division 
jM>wn  among  our  generals,  and  as  long  as  it  continues 
I  never  expect  we  shall  do  any  great  things.  I  con- 
fess I  begin  to  turn  more  dull  than  when  the  pros- 
-peets  of  danger  and  death  were  more  frequent.  God 
gives  the  charges  suitable  to  the  errands  he  sends  us 
on.  If  he  sends  us  among  snares  and.  temptations, 
be  gives  the  more  grace;  if  he  do  not  send  diflGumlt 
emmds,  we  need  the  less  expenses.  Blessed  be  God 
•who  has  borne  us  both  so  well  through.  O  that  we 
•may  have  grace  to  pay  our  vows  when  he  deals  so 
bountifully  with  us,  and  to  walk  before  him  in  all 
holy  circumspect  tenderness,  as  becomes  the  children 
of  so  many  mercies.     The  Lord's  rich  blessing  be 

with  you.     I  am  thine.  J.  B. 

Mrs.  Blaccadeb,  Rotterdam. 

P.  S. — August  27.  St.  Lewe  is  over  when  we 
ihought  it  was  but  b^inning ;  which  gives  us  a  new 
proof,  that  the  French,  if  they  be  well  holden  to,  are 
no  formidable  enemy.  We  are  now  demolishing  the 
lines  here-about,  after  which  I  believe  we  shall  march. 
These  three  men  of  mine  that  were  taken,  I  have  got 
again,  they  were  exchanged. 

Early  in  September  he  left  the  army  to  return  to 
Rotterdam. 

September  7.  Travelling  this  day,  but  not  so  serene, 
being  continually  in  company.  I  slipped  off  from  the 
party  (m  pretence  of  hunting,  and  retired  alone  where 
I  bad  sweet  and  spiritual  meditation.     I  look  upon  it 
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as  a  great  mercy  that  I  have  left  the  camp  so  soon ; 
for  I  wearied  more  these  twenty  days  by-gone,  than 
I  had  done  all  the  campaign. 

September  8.  Coming  in  to  the  Busse  this  day. 
Next  day  set  out  for  Rotterdam  :  we  were  very  late 
upon  the  water. 

September  11.  Here  have  I  reason  to  be  grateful ; 
after  a  campaign  of  fatigues,  hazards,  and  dangers, 
the  Lord  has  brought  me  back  safe  to  this  place,  and 
giren  me  a  comfortable  meeting  with  my  wife.  He 
has  compassed  me  about  with  songs  of  deliverance. 

He  continued  in  Rotterdam  for  some  time,  enjoys 
ing  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel,  and  the  fellowship 
of  religious  people,  which  was  always  his  greatest 
happiness.  ^'  I  am  always,"  says  he,  ^'  cheerful  and 
merry  in  good  and  innocent  company.  Perhaps  I 
«am  now  too  much  so,  but  I  would  wish  to  commend 
religion  by  a  cheerful  conversation,  to  convince  the 
world  that  religion  does  not  make  people  sour  and 
morose." 

About  the  middle  of  October  he  returned  again  to 
the  Busse,  where  he  got  the  melancholy  news  of  Bri- 
gadier Ferguson's  death. 

September  13.  I  got  the  surprising  account  of  our 
Brigadier's  death,  with  which  I  was  greatly  affected. 
Man* 8  breath  goeth  auty  to  earth  he  tums^  that  day  hu 
thoughts  perish.  O  the  vanity  of  human  grandeur  ! 
He  was  just  come  from  court,  where  he  was  sent  for 
that  he  might  be  raised  a  step  higher  for  his  serviceis. 

September  15.  This  day  we  were  employed  in  the 
fimeral  of  our  Brigadier. 

:  November  1.     This  day  our  r^ment  caipe  in  to 
the  Buflse,  and  I  went  out  to  meet  them. 
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Several  promotions  were  at  this  time  to  take  plaee, 
and  his  among  the  rest,  as  appears  by  the  following 
letter  to  Mrs.  Balderstone,  Edinburgh : 

Busse,  November  T.  1705-  : 

I  received  the  kind  letter  you  wrote  to  me  in  sum^ 
mer,  and  I  cannot  but  observe  how  seasonably  it  came 
first  to  my  wife's  hand  just  at  the  communion  of 
Rotterdam,  and  then  to  my  hand.  It  came  just  upon 
our  march,  when  we  were  going  to  attack  the  Freneh^ 
and  the  army  was  halting  in  sight  of  the  enemy. 
This  gave  me  an  opportunity  to  retire  for  an  hour  or 
two  alone  in  the  fields,  at  a  hedge  side ;  and  there  I 
looked  over  all  the  Scriptures  that  you  had  sent  me, 
and  was  helped  to  act  faith,  leaning  on  those  sweet 
promises.  But  I  thought  some  of  them  gave  suek 
high  titles,  that  I  blushed  to  take  them ;  though,  as 
to  the  spiritual  part  and  accomplishment  of  a  promise,* 
I  think  no  promise  so  large  or  great,  but  the  believer, 
though  mean  otherwise,  may  lay  hold  of  it.  I  wrote 
you  to  rejoice  that  another  campaign  was  brought  to 
a  happy  issue.  I  was  never  better  borne  through  or 
supported,  particularly  when  there  was  any  appearance 
of  fighting  or  action ;  and  I  could  have  wished  all  the 
campaign  to  have  been  made  up  of  those  days,  to  have 
had  such  liberal  allowances  of  grace.  I  must  confess 
at  other  times,  when  we  were  idle,  I  was,  as  it  were, 
becalmed,  and  grace  at  a  stand ;  but  still  new  provi- 
dences, especially  surprise  and  danger,  stirred  me  up 
to  more  vigorous  acting.  * 

Our  Brigadier  is  dead.  Lieutenant  Colonel  Borth- 
wick  is  putting  in  for  the  regiment ;  Major  Cranston 
to  be  Lieutenant  Colonel,  and  I,  as  oldest  Captain,  to 
be  Major.     I  know  not  how  it  will  go,  but  I  desire 
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to  be  very  easy,  go  as  it  may.  I  must  confess  I  am 
-grown  weary  of  living  in  the  tents  of  wickedness,  in 
a  place  of  so  much  pro&nity  as  an  army  is,  especially 
now  that  I  am  growing  grey-headed  in  following  the 
•regiment  I  would  desire  a  quiet  retreat  out  of  the 
noise  of  drums  and  oaths,  but  a  wise  God  knows  best 
what  is  good  for  me.  I  desire  to  trust  him  cheerjfully 
.with  all  that  concerns  me.  Remember  us  kindly  to 
your  husband,  and  pray  let  me  hear  from  you  soon. 

Yours,  &c.     J.  B. 

Mrs.  Balder3T0NK|  Edinburgh. 

In  the  beginning  of  December,  he  went  to  the 
Hague  on  the  business  of  his  promotion,  and  had  a 
4»nference  with  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  who  was 
there  on  his  way  to  England. 

>  December  12.  At  court  here  for  several  days,  where 
I  luive  but  little  to  say,  and  no  body  to  speak  well  for 
me.  I  talked  this  forenoon  with  the  Duke  about  my 
business,  and  got  a  good  answer,  (for  none  ever  get  ill 
-words  from  him.)  But  I  lay  no  stress  upon  these 
things,  I  look  above  them.  I  am  incapable  of  making 
my  court  to  great  men,  though  I  know  how  to  make 
moyen  with  Him  who  is  greater  than  all.  He  will 
dispose  of  things  the  way  that  shall  be  best  for  me. 
If  He  smile  upon  me,  I  envy  not  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough in  his  own  post. 

December  15.  Got  my  Major's  commission  this 
day.  I  wish  it  may  not  be  a  burden  too  heavy  for 
my  weak  shoulders.  I  see  Providence  brings  about 
my  afiairs,  as  well  as  theirs  who  have  dexterity  to 
manage  them. 
■'■  December  17«    Coming  back  to  the  Hague  from 
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Rotterdam.  We  have  a  proverb,  Meat  and  mess  never 
hindered  any  man.  I  lost  nothing  by  going  away,  all 
my  business  went  on  well  and  smoothly.  I  found 
more  friendship  and  credit  at  Rotterdam  than  I  ex- 
pected ;  and  when  I  came  to  the  Hague,  my  affiiir  had 
taken  such  a  good  turn,  that  it  has  saved  me  3000 
merks  I  thought  to  have  been  out  of  pocket.  I  met 
with  far  more  generosity  and  kindness  than  I  could 
ever  have  looked  for  from  that  quarter. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 


CAMPAIGN   FIFTH,  1706, 


Major  Blackader  leaves  Rotterdam  and  joins  the  Army—Plan  of  Ope- 
rations—Battle of  Ramillies— Consequences  of  the  Victory— Siege 
of  Menin— Siege  of  Dendermond— Siege  of  Aeth— Troops  retire 
to  Winter  Q^iarters. 

Until  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  Major  Blackader 
continued  at  Rotterdam,  happy  in  the  society  of  his 
friends,  and  more  cheerful,  because  more  occupied  in 
the  duties  of  his  new  commission,  and  enjoying  r^u-* 
larly  the  ordinances  of  the  gospel.  He  mingled  also 
more  in  diversions  and  company,  to  which  his  post 
necessarily  more  exposed  him ;  still,  however,  he  was 
on  his  guard  against  being  misled  by  their  seductions ; 
and  at  the  same  time  he  speaks  of  his  compliances  in 
a  strain  of  self-accusation,^  resolving  not  to  let  his 
respect  for  the  opinions  of  the  world  betray  him  into 
a  conformity  with  its  vices  and  follies. 

Jaamary  26.  I  often  stay  out  in  company  too  late 
llMit.  But  I  must  keep  at  a  greater  distance  froni 
I'wiorld)  and  not  be  so  conform  to  it.     I  must  rise 
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dbove  its  opinion  and  applause,  else  I  can  never  serve 
God  aright,  or  be  at  ease  in  my  own  mind.  I  cannot 
serve  two  masters ;  if  I  cleave  to  him,  I  am  sure  to  be 
hated  and  reproached  by  the  other.  I  could  easily 
change  my  conduct,  and  overcome  my  natural  reserve 
of  temper,  and  live  more  freely  and  gaily ;  but  I  dare 
not  do  it  for  fear  of  involving  myself  in  sin,  especially 
in  the  army  among  vicious  men.  So  I  think  the 
safest  and  wisest  course  is  to  take  rather  the  hatred 
and  reproach  of  men,  than  to  wound  my  conscience, 
or  offend  my  God.  I  have  been  better  carried  through 
and  provided  for,  than  many  others  who  have  turned 
themselves  into  all  shapes  in  conformity  to  a  wicked 
world.  Therefore  FU  keep  my  old  way,  and  study 
holiness  and  strictness  of  life,  let  the  world  laugh  w 
think  as  it  wiU. 

March  11^  12,  28.  Sitting  in  a  court  martial  IheM 
three  days ;  putting  up  short  re(]^uests  for  counsel  and 
dnrection.  I  see  men  are  ready  to  flatter  themsdves — 
to  judge  and  determine  things  according  to  the  rules 
of  gentlemanly  breeding  and  honour.  I  believe  tMiig» 
will  go  in  a  far  different  way  at  Christ's  tribunal.       ' 

March  29.  This  forenoon  set  apart  for  prayer,  and 
imploring  God's  presence  and  blessing  with  ils  this 
campaign.  I  desire,  as  formerly,  to  go  out,  trusting 
him,-^hoping  in  his  mercy, — depending  upon  his  pro- 
mises, that  he  will  go  with  me,  U)be  a  present  help  in 
time  of  trouble ;  that  his  grace  unll  be  sufficient  for  me ; 
that  he  tvill  perfect  strength  in  my  weakness^  aand  never 
l^ave  me  nor  forsake  me.  So  I  hope  I  shall  be  well 
earned  through. 

April  2^.  Making  court  to  some  great  men.  I  am 
like  a  speckled  bird  among  them.    Jf  ye  tvere  of  the 
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worlds  the  world  vxmld  love  its  oum,  hut  I  have  chosen 
you  ovt  of  the  toorldj  8fc.  I  know  my  post  requires 
that  I  should  keep  more  compauy  than  I  did,  and  live 
more  open  and  sociable  with  my  acquaintance ;  but 
then  the  conversation  of  the  men  of  the  army  puts  a 
lock  and  continual  restraint  upon  me.  I  fear  the 
snares  and  poison  of  bad  example. 

April  24.  This  day  is  kept  by  the  authority  of  this 
country  as  a  fast  and  humiliation  before  the  army  go 
out.  I  kept  it  also  in  my  family  by  secret  and  jcnnt 
prayer. 

April  29.  In  confusion  and  business  all  day,  in 
cn*der  to  marching. 

April  80.  Marched  out  of  the  Busse  this  day. 
Now  my  life  of  hurry  and  noise  begins. 

May  1.  This  day  we  had  a  long  fatiguing  march. 
There  ~  was  a  great  eclipse  <^  the  sun  about  ten 
o'clock.  * 

May  2 — 6.  Marching  every  day.  In  the  afWnooiiy 
when  our  regiment  came  to  their  ground  (at  Bilsen,) 
I  met  with  a  signal  mercy.  My  horse  had  very  near 
&llen  above  me,  plunging  and  rearing,  being  fright* 
ened  with  the  colours  and  drums. 
.  May  8.  We  joined  the  great  army  to-day  (near 
Tongres.) 

May  9.  Marching.  One  of  the  worst  days  and 
roads  we  ever  travelled  in.  I  pitied  the  poor  soldiers, 
though  very  well  myself.     Now  we  begin  to  talk  <^ 


*  This  eclipse  happened  the  very  day  on  whidi  the  si^e  of  Barce- 
lona warraised ;  and  according  to  Burnet,  (Hist.  vol.  ii.  p.  448.)  ww 
total  in  those  parts.  It  was  regarded  by  the  vulgar  as  portentous  of 
the  declining  glory  of  Louis^  who  had  chosen  the  Sun  for  his  Dericei 
irhli  the  Motlo^  Neeplwibus  impar. 
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action,  and  that  very  quickly.  O  Lord,  here  I  am, 
do  with  me  what  seems  good  unto  thee,  for  thou  art 
my  God.  I  trust  in  thee,  and  hope  in  thy  mercy. 
1  flee  to  the  chambers  of  thine  Omnipotence,  love,  and 
fidthfuhiess ;  there  I  shall  be  safe.  Help  me  to  dis- 
charge my  duty  as  a  man,  as  a  Christian,  and  as  a 
soldier. 

May  II.  Advancing  this  day  toward  the  enemy. 
1  observe,  to  the  praise  of  free  grace  and  mercy,  that 
the  nearer  1  come  to  action,  the  more  cheerful  and 
vigorous  I  am,  and  grace  more  lively.  Faith  in  ex- 
ercise through  the  day;  fleeing  to  the  well-ordered 
covenant,  and  resting  on  the  promises  of  God. 

Camp^  St  Trovii    Friday^  May  10, 

I  wrote  you  cm  Tuesday  last,  when  we  lay  within 
two  leagues  of  Maestricht.     I  thought  when  we  had 
joined  the  great  army,  I  should  have  got  time  to  go 
in  and  see  the  Coloners  Lady;  but  we  did  not  so 
much  as  rest  one  day,  but  marched  immediately  after 
'lire  had  joined.      I  never  saw  the  roads  and  the 
weather  wor^e.    It  is  generally  thought  we  are  march- 
ing straight  toward  the  enemy,  to  do  something  before 
they  be  joined  by  Marshal  Marsin  who  is  coming  in 
all  haste.     They  are  lying  near  Tirlemont,  but  we 
flatter  ourselves  they  will  tetire  behind  their  lines 
when  we  march  up  that  way.     For  my  share,  I  wish 
with  all  my  heart  they  could  stand  where  they  are, 
and  ^ve  us  a  fair  day  of  it,  and  fair  play  for  our 
lives ;  for  though  I  am  no  way  fond  of  fighting  for 
fighting^s  sake,  yet  I  wish  to  see  the  war  at  an  end ; 
and  before  I  marched  such  another  day  as  yesterday 
wa%  I  would  rather  fight  them  to-morrow ;  for  I  hate 
fiitigue  above  all  the  business  of  our  employment. 
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Be  not  the  least  concerned  for  me,  for  I  am  in  the 
hands  of  a  merciful  Grod,  who  only  makes  me  to 
dwell  in  safety.  You  must  excuse  me  for  not  writing 
long  letters.  I  hope  you  have  consideration  enough 
to  think  that  I  have  now  a  great  deal  of  business  more 
than  I  had,  and  I  rather  choose  to  write  short  letters 
than  to  write  none  at  all.  Remember  me  to  your 
kind  host  Mr.  Montier,  and  all  Mends  at  Rotterdam. 
I  mean  to  see  Colonel  Borthwick  this  afternoon  if  I 
have  time.     I  am  thine,  &c.  J.  B. 

To  Mrs.  ^LACKAPBii,  Mr.  MoNTiEii*«,7 

On  the  Scots  Dyke,  Rotterdam.    .3  ^ 

The  action  they  were  now  upon  the  eve  of,  was  the 
fiuiious  battle  of  Ramillies,  the  consequences  of  which 
were  as  important  in  the  Netherlands,  as  those  of 
Blenheim  had  been  in  Germany.  The  campaign  of 
this  year  opened  with  the  most  brilliant  success  on 
the  side  of  the  Allies ;  and  proved  in  its  termination 
one  of  the  most  calamitous  and  disgraceful  that  France 
had  yet  experienced^  The  disasters  of  1704  were 
forgotten,  and  partly  repaired  by  the  temporary  ad- 
.vantages  of  last  year;  and  Louis  had  recruited  his 
ranks  with  such  astonishing  celerity,  that  an  army  of 
70,000  men  was  again  equipped  and  ready  to  take  the 
field.  It  was  commanded  by  Marshal  YiUeroi  and 
the  Elector  of  Bavaria.  The  magazines  were  re- 
plenished with  all  necessary  stores,  and  the  most  ex- 
traordinary exertions  were  to  be  made  to  retrieve  the 
glory  of  their  nation,  and  call  back  fortune,  which 
seemed  to  have  deserted  their  armsi  During  the 
preceding  campaigns^  they  had  generally  acted  upon 
the.  defensive,  and  left  the  Allies  to  become  the  as- 
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flailants.  Yet  victory  seemed  to  declare  against  them, 
though  they  had  often  the  superiority  in  numhers  and 
die  advantages  of  the  ground. 

This  year  the  French  cabinet  changed  their  mode 
of  tactics^  and  determined  to  try  the  event  of  active 
Jiogtilities.  Their  Generals  were  instructed  to  become 
the  a^ressors,  in  the  fond  hope  of  becoming  con- 
querors. But  these  sanguine  expectations,  as  wiU 
appear,  became  their  ruin,  by  betraying  them  into 
radi  and  precipitate  measures. 

The  Confederates  were  no  less  eager  for  an  engage- 
ment, but  they  scarcely  anticipated  so  early  an  op- 
portunity for  it.  Louis,  who  had  in  vain  employed 
all  the  arts  of  his  intriguing  court  to  create  je^usies 
and  divisions  among  them,  now  resolved  to  attack 
them  before  the  Danes  and.  Prussians  could  effect  a 
junction  with  the  main  army.  But  the  expedition  pf 
these  troops  disappointed  his  expectations,  for  they 
joined  the  Didi:e  on  the  very  morning  of  the  battle. 
Both  armies  met  on  the  23d  of  May,  N.  S.  at  Ramil- 
liesj  about  eleven  miles  north  of  Namur.  This  place, 
though  but  a  paltry  village  surrounded  wifli  a  ditch,  has 
been  rendered  famous  to  all  posteiity,  by  one  of  the 
most  celebrated  battles  that  took  place  in  the  whole 
course  of  the  Confederate  War. 

The  particulars  of  this  menforable  engagement  fure 
too  well  known  to  be  here  recapitulated.  I  shall, 
however,  transcribe  the  account  of  it  which  Major 
Blackader  gives,  in  a  letter  to  his  wife,  two  days 
.after  the  battle. 

Camp  VUvoord^  May  15. 

Every  campaign  produces  new  and  greater  mercies 
to  me.     It  has  pleased  the  Lord  to  give  us  a  tugnal 
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victory,  on  Sabbath  last,  over  the  French  army ;  and, 
in  particular,  he  has  mercifully  covered  my  head  in 
the  day  of  battle,  and  compassed  me  about  with  songs 
of  deliverance.  We  had  marched  every  day  almost 
without  intermission  since  we  came  from  the  Busse^ 
imd  the  Duke  was  resolved  to  come  to  action  with 
the  French  as  soon  as  possible.  But  we  were  sur- 
prised to  find  that  they  were  camped  without  their 
Unes;  and  expected  whenever  we  should  advance,  they 
would  retire.  But  we  have  heard  since,  that  Ihey 
ivere  as  forward  to  fight  as  we  were,  and  had  positive 
orders  to  fight ;  and  if  we  had  not  attacked  them,  they 
would  have  attacked  us ;  for  they  had  more  battaliims 
than  we  had,  and  all  the  best  troops^ 

On  Sabbath,  about  eleven  o^clOck,  we  and  they 
being  both  on  our  march,  came  in  view  of  one  anotfaerr 
They  possessed  themselves  of  some  viDages  that  were 
strong  and  not  easy  to  be  forced.  We  advanced  and 
made  our  dispositions  to  attack,  and  whenever  wb 
came  near  enough,  they  cannonaded  us  furiously  all 
the  time  we  were  advancing.  We  had  here  abeiit 
twenty  men  killed  and  wounded.  Poor  Harry 
Borthwick  was  the  first,  and  had  his  leg  shot  off  by  a 
eannon  ball.  The  English  had  the  right,  and  when 
we  were  just  beginning  to  attack  a  village  opposite  to 
us,  the  Duke  sent  his  orders  hot  to  attack  there,  but 
to  march  to  the  left,  were  the  Dutch  were,  and  push 
on  the  afKdr:  bilt  the  Dutch  had  forced  it  ere  we 
came  up.  It  is  said  the  French  thought  themselves 
very  sure  of  the  day,  for  they  had  made  their  disposi- 
tions so  that  all  their  Grens  d'armes,  and  best  troops, 
shoidd  sustain  the  attack  upon  the  left,  where  they 
knew  the  Dutch  were ;  thinking  so  to  beat  t^e  Dutch 
&vt,  and  then  they  would  a£\£rw«c^\M»i  the  English. 
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It  was  very  hot  work  for  above  two  houre.  None 
of  the  Englkh  came  to  close  action  but  Mordaunt's 
and  CSiurchill's  Regiments ;  and  all  we  lost  was  by 
.cannonading.  There  were  about  4000  prisoners  taken, 
with  most  of  their  cannon  and  unmunition,  and  bread, 
waggons,  and  horses,  and  most  of  the  Generals*  and 
officers'  baggage.  The  battle  began  on  our  wing 
between  four  and  five  o'clock,  and  we  pursued  tli^n 
till  midnight.  We  did  not  think  the  action  at  first  so 
cidnsiderable,  but  the  effects  of  it  are  very  remarkable 
and  surprising,  for  there  is  like  to  be  a  revolution  of 
the  whole  country.  * 

The  bund  of  God  Was  visibly  to  be  seen,  and  his 
judgment,  in  sending  a  panic  fear  among  the  enemy; 
for  they  retired  in  such  disorder,  that  their  soldiers 
•flung  away  their  arms  i  their  muskets,  scabbards,  &c. 
wiere  scattered  up  and  down  the  whole  country. 

We  marched  all  Monday,  and  came  near  Louvmn, 
expeeting  assuredly  that  they  would  stop  us  at  the 
Dyle,  where  they  stopt  us  last  year.  But  we  got 
aoeount  4m  our  march  that  they  had  quitted  Louvaiti 
and  retreated  towards  Brussels;  and  the  people  of 
Louvain  told  us,  that  their  army  marched  through 
there  in  such  a  jntifol  hurry,  that  they  could  hardly 

*  It  was  in  this  battle,  as  the  reader  will  recollect,  that  the  brave 
Colouel  Gardiner,  then  an  Ensign,  was  shot  through  the  head  by  a 
iiui8ket4)all»  which  entered  his  mouth,  and  passed  through  without 
killing  him.  The  character  of  these  two  officers,  destined  to  become 
an  honour  to  their  country,  and  an  ornament  to  religion,  presented  at 
this  time  a  singular  contrast;  ihe  one,  the  unreclaimed  devotee  of 
erery  wild  principle  and  wayward  passion ;  the  other,  pursuing  the 
steady  paths  of  virtue,  from  which  he  had  never  deviated,  and  com- 
biniog  the  sanctity  of  religion  with  the  reputation  of  a  soldier.  Vid, 
Lff^  cf  Ci^onel  Gardiner,  Ba^^nes*  improved  and  erUarged  £dttv>u. 
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keep  in  a  body  at  all,  and  most  of  them  were  without 
arms.  So  we  took  possession  of  Louvain,  and  marched 
next  day  (for  the  Duke  does  not  sit  his  time  this  year) 
towards  Brussels ;  and  on  our  march  we  heard  that 
they  had  abandoned  that  also,  and  in  short  the  whole 
country,  for  Colonel  Durell  is  gone  with  200  horse  to 
take  possession  of  Mechlin.  They  have  also  quitted 
Antwerp,  and  this  letter  is  written  within  a  league  of 
Brussels,  which  we  are  in  possession  of. 

There  is  a  spirit  of  division  among  them,  for  the 
Spaniards  refuse  to  join  with  the  French,  and  seem 
inclined  to  submit  all  to  the  House  of  Austria ;  and 
the  Bavarian  troops  that  are  here  say,  they  came  to 
assist  their  Duke,  and  have  no  business  with  the 
French. 

In  this  surprising  turn  of  affairs  there  is  much  of 
the  hand  of  God  to  be  seen ;  and  indeed  we  are  likje 
men  in  a  dream,  to  see  ourselves  so  suddenly  pos- 
sessed of  so  many  places.  I  hope  there  are  greater 
things  to  be  done  yet.  The  Lord  make  us  thankfal, 
and  O  grant  that  his  mercies  may  reform  us.  I  have 
particular  reason  to  be  grateful;  but  what  puts  :water 
in  my  wine-cup  is,  that  poor  Colonel  Borthwick  was 
killed  that  day,  behaying  like  a  gallant  man.  We 
buried  him  yesterday  at  his  colours.  Captain  Denoon 
is  killed. 

Do  not  fear  fighting,  for  we  think  to  see  only 
Frenchmens'  backs  all  this  campaign.  I  hope  you 
will  offer  up  the  sacrifice  of  praise  for  the  public  and 
for  me.     I  am  thine,  &c.  J.  B. 

To  Mrs.  BuLCKADZKy  Rotterdam. 

From  the  above  it  a^piBars.that  Major  Blackader's 


CHAP.  Xli.  CAMPAIGN  FIFTH.  S'TQ 

R^imeiit  was  posted  on  the  right  wing,  which  sus*' 
tained  the  smallest  share  in  the  contest.  The  Duke 
of  Marlborough  had  ordered  the  attack  to  commence 
on  that  sidC)  but  it  was  entirely  a  manoeuvre  to  de- 
ceive the  enemy ;  for  while  they  were  misled  to  de- 
tach their  best  troops  to  support  the  left  wing,  where 
it  was  supposed  the  attack  would  be  made,,  they  un- 
guardedly left  their  centre  and  their  right  exposed, 
against  which  the  Duke  intended  to  direct  the  main 
efforts  of  his  army.  The  stratagem  succeeded;.  Vil- 
ler^i  and  the  Elector  were  completely  outwitted.  The 
greatest  slaughter  was  made  by  the  Dutch  and  Danes 
on  the  enemy's  right,  near  the  villages  of  Franquenies 
and  Ramillies*  The  French,  both  Generals  and  troops, 
never  shewed  less  conduct  or  courage  than  on  this 
occasion.  At  Hochstet  they  fought  for  eight  hours,  and 
IdUed  or  wounded  nearly  11,000  of  the  Allies.  At 
Ramillies  all  was  flight  and  consternation  in  two  hours^ 
wMle  the  victors  did  not  lose  abov^  3000  men.  * . 

The  Duke  of  Marlborough  displayed  no  less  talent 
in  im^oving  this  victory,  th^  he  had  shewn  in  a^ 
chieving  it.  The  rapidity  wit|i  whipji  he  pursiied  the 
vanquished  army,  prevented  them  entirely  from  draw- 
ing together  into  a  body,  so  as  to  form  ai^y  obstruct 
tion  to  his  future  progress.  As  no  former  battle  had 
been  more  disastrous  to  the  enemy,  so  none  was  more 
eict^nsively  beneficial  to  the  Allies.  ,  The  submission 
of  Brabant,  and  almost  the  whole  Spanish  Nether- 
lands, followed  in  the  space  of  fifteen  days :  Louvain, 
Brussels,  Antwerp,  Ghent,  Oudenard,  Mechlin,  and 
other  towns  surrendered  at  discretion.    Ostend^  Menin^ 

*  Volt.  Siecle,  ch&jk  u.  p.  31  Si 
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Dendermond  and  Aeth,  were  redueed  by  force,  the 
garriBons  makmg  some  opposition,  but  the  French  not 
daring  to  attempt  their  relief.  At  several  of  these 
sieges  Major  Blackader  was  present,  as  we  shall  find 
in  course  of  the  Diary. 

May  12.  Sabbath.     Day  of  the  battle ;  and  here  I 
have  one  of  the  most  remarkable  Ebenezers  of  my  life 
to  set  up.     This  day  we  fought  with  the  French,  and 
by  the  great  mercy  of  God  did  beat  them.     The  battle 
was  not  general,  but  it  was  hot  to  those  that  were  en- 
gaged.    Our  regiment  was  no  farther  engaged,  but 
that  we  were  cannonaded  for  fiome  hours,  and  had 
several  men  killed  and  wounded.     I  was  not  near  the 
Duke;  but  upon  our  wing  we  had  great  want  of 
Generals  and  distinct  orders ;  and  some  of  tikose  we 
had,  seemed  somewhat  confused :  So  it  was  not  our 
conduct,  but  kind  Providence.     I  observe  also  thai 
the  English  had  but  small  part  in  this  victory.     l%ey 
are  the  boldest*  sinners  in  our  army,  therefore  God 
will  choose  other  instruments.    Also  the  Engfisfa  have 
got  a  great  vogue  and  reputation  for  courage,  and  are 
perhaps  puffed  up  upon  it;  and  so  Grod  humbles  their 
ptide,  as  it  were,  by  throwing  them  by.     I  was  easy, 
and  helped  to  dischaige  my  duty  well.     We  w^e 
very  much  fati^ed  vtdth  the  pursuit,  and  lay  all  the 
night  in  the  open   fields  without  cover.    Give  me 
^ace,  O  Lord,  never  to  forget  this  great  and  glorious 
day  at  Ramillies. 

May  13.     Marching  tMs  day  to  improve  our  vie^ 

tory ;  but  we  are  stopped,  for  the  enemy  has  retired  ovw 

the  Dyle,  and  is  there  posted  and  strongly  fcnrtified. 

Probably  we  may  attack  them  to-morrow,  and  if  they 

stand  to  it,  the  action  is  likely  to  be  very  bloody. 


i« 
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Mixy  14.  The  ways  of  God  are  wond^ul)  and 
piBSt  finding  out.  A  disappointment  tbisk  day  that  waA 
not  unpleasant ;  for  instead  of  meeting  with  a  vigo- 
rous resistance,  as  we  expected,  the  enemy  is  gone, 
and  we  have  got  possession  of  Louvain.  The  effects 
of  this  battle  are  niuch  greater  than  we  etpected< 
The  Lord  has  sent  a  panic  fear  among  the  French 
army,  and  they  are  so  shattered,  that  they  can  hardly 
get  them  kept  together.  They  seem  not  rescued  to 
stand  any  wh^re. 

May  15.  Marching  to  Brussels.  Still  more  and 
more  of  the  surprising  coiraequenees  of  this  victory. 
They  have  abandoned  Brussels  and  all  Brabant.  The 
Lord  is  taken  heart,  and  hand,  and  spirit  from  our 
cttemiefl.  He  has  sent  a  sjpirit  of  division,  an  unae* 
countable  consternation  among  th^  Generals,  aaj 
among  the  sundry  troops'they  aref  made  up  of. 

May  16.  Passing  the  canal  at  Vilvoord.  No  re- 
sistance fi*om  the  enemy,  thougjb  ^e  thought^  happen 
what  might,  they  would  have  defended  the  caiial* 

May  19.  A  fatiguing  march  this  Sabbalh«  All 
day  I  met  with  what  I  fear  and  hate  in  this  trade^ 
viz.  cursing,  swearing,  filthy  language,  &c.  yet  though 
it  was  a  hell  around  me,  I  bless  the  Lord  there  was 
a  heaven  within.  We  are  still  pursuing  our  victory, 
and  they  are  still  fleeing  before  us.  There  is  cer- 
tainly something  in  this  affair  beyond  human  working, 
for  our  beating  them  merely  could  not  have  such 
wonderful  effects.  They  called  themselves  70,000 
men  before  they  fought;  eighty  battalions  of  foot  I 
do  not  believe  there  were  3000  of  them  killed,  *  and 

"*  Their  loss  was  computed  altogether  at  20,000,  of  which  8000 
were  killed. 
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yet  their  army  is  mouldering  away,  so  that  they  have 
ahnoet  no  foot  in  any  hody  together.  This  is  the 
finger  of  God,  and  not  the  doing  of  man. 

May  20.  We  advanced  this  day  towards  Ghent, 
and  still  the  French  give  way  and  retire.  They  have 
now  quitted  the  Scheldt,  and  we  are  masters  of  Ghent 
peaceably. 

May  21.  This  day  is  appointed  by  the  Greneral  as 
a  thanksgiving  through  the  army  for  our  victory  and 
success,  and  all  the  chaplains  are  to  preach. 

May  23.  Effects  of  our  victory  still  more  surpris- 
ing; towns  that  we  thought  would  have  endured  a 
long  siege,  are  giving  up  and  yielding  without  a  stroke. 
Even  the  thoughtless  creatures  in  the  army  observe 
the  hand  of  Providence  in  this  rapid  success;  but 
they  laugh  at  these  things. 

May  24.  Marching  still  forward ;  crossing  the  Lys 
above  Ghent.  Still  no  enemy  to  be  seen.  Bruges, 
Antwerp,  and  in  short  all  Brabant  and  Flanders  al- 
most yielded.  What  the  French  got  in  a  night  by 
stealth  at  the  King  of  Spain's  death,  they  have  lost 
again  in  a  day.  That  old  tyrant  who  wasted  God's 
church,  is  about  to  be  wasted  himself.  Last  war,  and 
for  a  long  time  while  God  was  using  him  for  a  scourge 
to  the  earth,  there  was  conduct  in  his  Generals, — 
strength  and  courage  in  his  armies.  They  were  a 
warlike  people  which  their  enemies  were  forced,  at 
their  sad  expense,  to  confess :  But  now  there  is  a  sen*- 
sible  change,  they  are  not  like  the  men  they  were.  I 
heard  one  of  their  own  Colonels  who  is  now  killed 
say,  ^^  the  only  thing  he  regretted  was,  that  he  could 
not  live  till  he  should  tell  the  king  that  he  had  his 
firimes  composed  of  Generals  without  heads^  and  8ol« 
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diers  without  Iiands."  Our  ordinary  raiments  beat 
their  best  troops,  wherever  we  meet  them  in  any 
equality  of  numbers. 

May  25.  Marching  this  day  to  Arsel,  a  place  faf- 
mous  for  the  retreat  of  Prince  Vaudemont,  made  here 
in  1695,  in  presence  of  the  French  army,  who  were 
thrice  as  strong  as  ours.  And  at  this  place  I  have  a 
monument  set  up  of  thankfulness  and  praise  for  mer- 
dfal  ddUverance  from  men  who  were  ready  to  swal- 
low us  up.  Now  we  are  got  in  again  to  Cambray, 
where  we  were  in  the  last  war.  I  hope  to  have  com- 
fortable remembrancers  of  the  mercy  and  goodness  of 
God  to  me  in  several  places. 

May  27.  Our  success  and  good  news  come  thick 
upon  us  from  all  airts :  We  had  this  night  ^kfeurde-joi 
for  the  French  raising  the  siege  of  Barcelona. 

Jtme  5.  Groing  on  command ;  and  I  observe  with 
thankfulness,  the  goodness  of  God  to  me.  I  sought 
df  him  (and  always  do  seek)  to  give  me  such  com- 
mands and  parties  as  I  may  be  kept  free  of  ill  com-^ 
pany ;  and  this  day  I  was  threatened  with  such,  but 
Providence  turned  them  another  wav.  It  was  lot  and 
chance  apparently  that  did  it  by  the  dice,  but  I  look 
above  these  things  to  an  over-ruling  power. 

Jtdy  10.  We  are  now  advanced  farther  into  the 
country  than  ever  we  were  able  to  penetrate  last  war. 
Most  of  this  day,  like  many  others,  spent  in  idle  com- 
pany, foolish  jesting  and  conversation.  At  night  I 
rode  the  round  through  the  second  line. 

July  18.  Diverting  myself  this  day,  riding  abroad 
hunting  all  the  forenoon.  I  was  surprised  when  I 
came  home  by  an  unhappy  accident  (a  duel)  in  the 
v^iment.  What  a  mercy  it  is  to  be  kept  out  of 
temptation. 
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Jidy  2L  ScMatlu  In  the  house  of  mouming,  where 
I  was  called  to  see  an  acquaintance  die,  the  effect  of 
that  unlucky  accident  I  spoke  of.  O  that  men  would 
be  wise,  and  Idarn  at  other  men's  cost.  Drunkenness 
and  gaming  was  the  occasion  of  this  ti'agedy. 

August  2.  Hochstet;  a  day  which  I  will  remember 
m  long  as  I  live,  &e. 

August  3.  I  went  this  day  to  see  the  siege  of  Menin, 
and  was  in  the  trenches  four  or  five  hours ;  and  I  ob- 
serve this  of  myself,  (and  I  set  it  down  that  I  may  be 
humble,)  I  own  freely  that  any  measure  of  courage 
and  resolution  I  can  pretend  to  is  allenarly  the  free 
gift  of  God,  and  not  owing  to  natural  temper,  or  con- 
stitution, or  blood,  or  any  thing  of  that  sort ;  for  I 
find  if  God  were  to  withdraw  his  grace  from  me,  I 
would  be  one  of  the  most  timid  creatures  in  the  army. 
I  own  too,  that  whenever  I  have  clearness  that  I  am 
in  my  duty,  or  called  to  such  a  post,  be  there  ever  so 
much  danger,  I  can  go  cheerfully,  for  I  know  that 
my  charges  are  borne.  But  my  spirits  fail  always,  ^ 
in  proportion  as  I  am  doubtful  or  unsatisfied. 

Menin,  which  the  Allies  were  now  besieging,  Ih 
situated  on  the  Lys,  nine  mfles  north  of  Lisle,  and  five 
south-west  of  Courtray.  It  was  one  of  the  most  re- 
gular fortifications  in  Flanders,  and  nothing  that  art 
could  invent  was  wanting  to  render  it  impregnable. 
It  was  built  under  the  immediate  direction  of  Vaubaa, 
and  was  reckoned  the  master-piece  of  that  celebrated 
engineer.  It  was  defended  by  a  garrison  of  6000  men, 
with  abundant  stores  of  all  warlike  provisions.  Be- 
ing a  place  of  such  importance,  and  reckoned  a  key 
to  the  French  conquests  in  the  Netherlands,  the  Dq1o» 
of  Marlborough  resolved  to  besiege  it  instantly,  sir 
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though  it  was  reckoned  by  many  too  bold  an  nnde]>- 
taking.  The  troops  to  be  employed  on  this  occasion 
were  those  who  had  shared  least  in  the  previous  ser«- 
vices  of  the  campaign.  The  trenches  were  opened  on 
the  4th  of  August,  and  on  the  23d  the  town  eapltu^ 
iated,  much  sooner  than  might  have  been  ai^nred 
irom  the  strength  of  the  place. 

AugiLst  7 — 12.  Going  towards  Menin.  MarcUng 
most  of  the  night,  and  mistaking  onr  way  in  the  dark. 
But  what  is  all  mankind  bat  a  mass  of  coninsion, 
wandering  in  the  dark.  I  was  serious,  and  tolerably 
helped  to  do  my  duty.  I  was  eoncerned  at  seeing  flie 
poor  soldiers  snatched  in  a  moment  into  eternity,  and 
many,  perhaps,  not  well  prepared.  On  the  n^t  of 
the  8th  we  were  alarmed  and  otn-  regknent  was 
drawn  out  by  three  next  morning ;  but  it  prored  only 
a  feint  of  the  enemy«  On  the  12th  I  rode  againin  to 
Menin,  which  surrendered  that  day.  The  evensig  I 
qwnt  in  secret  prayer  to  God,  earnestly  begging  that 
his  inresence  may  go  with  me  wherever  we  go  next^ 
whether  to  fight  or  besiege.  On  the  14th  I  witnessed 
the  whole  garrison  of  Menin  march  outr 

The  next  place  the  Allies  beiri^ed  was  Dender* 
nsond,  a  strong  town  at  the  confluence  of  the  rivers 
Sdbddt  and  Dender,  which  had  been  under  blockade 
e^ver  sonce  the  battle  of  Ramillies«  It  was  situated 
among  morasses,  and  had  fcn-merly  baffled  the  whole 
army  of  the  French  King,  who  commanded  in  person* 
General  Churchill  had  the  direotion  of  this  under- 
taking, and  took  the  place  after  a  siege  of  seven  days* 

Auffusi  15 — 26,  We  marched  out  here  this  day, 
and  are  going  to  the  siege  of  Dendermond;  and  how 
I^MBgs  may  go,  <Hr  what  may  beM  us  there,  the  Lord* 

n  5 
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only  knows.  On  the  16th  we  were  on  our  journey 
by  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  marched  till  five 
.at  night ;  a  sore  day  for  the  poor  soldiers.  We  had 
good  quarters,  and  good  accommodation.  I  observe 
.the  gooduess  of  the  Lord  to  us;  for  on  the  19th  our 
regiment  was  ordered  to  take  post  at  a  place  near  the 
town,  where  we  would  have  been  continually  exposed, 
even  lying  in  our  tents,  to  the  enemy's  fire ;  and  it 
was  also  a  very  unwholesome  place,  by  reason  of  water 
and  marsh^ound.  But  just  as  we  were  marching 
to  it,  we  were  countermanded,  and  ordered  to  lie  and 
cover  the  General's  quarters.  As  we  marched,  we 
were  almost  within  musket  shot  of  the  town,  and  we 
wondered  they  did  not  ply  their  cannon  at  us.  As 
we  retired  th^y  fired  some  piec^  at  us,  but  they  did 
lis  no  hurt* 

The  kindness  of  Providence  to  us  at  this  siege  is 
remarkable  in  other  respects,  in  withholding  of  rain 
for  so  long  a  time,  whereby  the  marsh-ground  is  dried 
up,  fgid  the  water,  which  is  the  strength  of  the  place, 
is  now  of  no  use  to  it.  Even  the  people  of  this  country 
say  that  God  fights  for  us ;  for  old  men  of  seventy 
ye^trs  observe,  they  never  saw  such  a  drought,  or  the 
waters  so  low  about  the  town  as  they  are  now.  On 
the  24th  I  expected  to  go  into  the  trenches,  or  com- 
mand an  attack  on  some  part  of  the  town.  I  should 
not  be  afraid  to  go  alone  in  the  strength  of  God,  for 
be  is  able  to  lay  the  walls  as  low  as  those  of  Jericho* 
His  arm  is  not  shortened ;  he  can  keep  m^  safe,  though 
all  the  bombs  of  France  were  raging  over  my  head^ 
and  all  their  cannon  arrayed  in  a  battery  against  me. 

Next  day  (Sabbath)  we  attacked  a  redoubt,  and  soon 
4Mi7zed  it  i  9iid  upon  this,  the  place  did  immediately. 
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capitulate.  On  the  26th  I  spent  all  the  forenoon  visit- 
ing the  works  and  the  town;  it  is  a  very  important 
place,  and  we  have  got  it  very  easily.  The  Provi- 
dence of  God  is  very  observable,  for  now  that  the 
town  is  ours,  there  are  great  rains  come  on.  If  this 
weather  had  come  a  few  days  sooner,  I  know  not 
what  might  have  been  the  consequences.  I  bless  God 
for  the  good  accommodation  I  have  had  at  this  siege, 
which  has  been  so  gentle  and  cheap  to  us. 

Augtist  29.  This  day  an  easy  march.  I  was  ob- 
liged to  be  in  company  all  the  afternoon,  where  there 
was  too  much  drinldpg.  There  was  no  body  drunk, 
but  a  great  deal  of  time  trifled  away.  I  hate  myself 
when  my  head  is  in  the  least  heated,  or  when  a  cool- 
thinking  distinct  temper  is  in  the  least  marred,  though 
it  should  be  far  from  drunkenness.  And  I  bless  God 
that  my  heart  never  warms,  nor  my  soul  mixes  so 
with  any  company,  as  to  steal  me  off  my  feet.  The 
longer  I  stay,  the  more  uneasy  I  am;  and  the  worse 
the  company  is,  the  more  I  am  upon  my  guard. 

September  5.  Now  we  are  ordered  to  the  siege  of 
Aeth.  We  were  surprised  at  this,  for  we  expected, 
after  our  taking  of  Dendermond,  that  our  regiment 
should  not  have  been  concerned  in  any  more  siegeift 
this  campaign ;  and  indeed  we  are  wronged  and  im- 
posed upon.  For  my  part  I  am  very  well  satisfied  at 
our  coming  to  this  siege.  It  is  thou,  O  Lord,  that 
sendest  me  here;  I  }ook  above  Generals.  It  is  in 
mercy  thou  bri^gest  me  h^re,  for  all  thy  dealings  with 
me  fire  mercy.  Thy  presppce  will  go  with  me,  whether 
I  go  to  trenches,  attacks,  or  batteries.  It  was  a 
fiatiguing  march  this  day,  and  very  late  before  we  got 
tip  our  camp.  At  three  next  morning  I  ^vfen^  th^ 
ground  through  all  the  English  BjegimeTiV»% 
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Aeth  is  a  frontier  town  of  Hainanlt,  situate  on  the 
Dender^  twenty-four  miles  86uth  of  Ghent.  The  for- 
tifioations  were  in  good  repair,  and  there  was  every 
provision  necessary  for  a  long  and  vigorous  defence, 
except  men,  the  garrison  consisting  only  of  2000. 
The  campaign  of  this  year  was  sufficiently  glorious, 
itnd  might  have  ended  with  the  reduction  of  Dender- 
mond.  The  troops  also  appear  to  have  been  satisfied 
with  their  successes,  and  rather  discontented  at  the 
prospect  of  embarking  again  in  another  siege;  but  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  was  determined  to  follow  the 
current  of  victory,  which  now  ran  so  strong  in  his 
fiivour.  On  the  17th  the  besiegers  began  their  line 
of  circumvaUation ;  the  trenches  were  opened  in  a  few 
days  after,  and  on  the  2d  of  October  the  place  sur- 
rendered. 

In  this  siege  the  Cameronian  Regiment  had  thdr 
due  proportion  of  fatigue  and  danger,  being  in  the 
trenches,  with  little  intermission,  night  and  day ;  al- 
though they  did  not  suffer  very  severely. 

September  6 — ^21.  I  am  lodged  in  a  house  pretty 
neai*  the  town,  and  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  batteries ; 
but  I  can  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  sleep,  for  the 
Lord  makes  me  to  dwell  in  safety.  On  the  9th  we 
got  orders  that  we  were  to  mount  the  trenches  to- 
morrow. I  was  taken  up  all  the  afternoon  in  getting 
necessary  preparations  and  viewing  the  posts.  Our 
regiment  entered  the  trenches  at  night,  and  though 
there  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  all  night,  we  had  not 
a  man  either  killed  or  wounded.  I  had  not  that  dis- 
tinctness of  faith  that  I  would,  but  I  was  fervently 
plying  the  throne  of  grace  for  strength  to  do  my 
daiy.     The  11th  we  continued  in  the  trenches  ail 
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day.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  firing,  both  cannon, 
bombs,  and  small  shot,  yet  we  lost  only  two  men.  I 
have  new  experiences  of  God's  goodness  in  preserving 
and  defending  me.  Others  may  take  it  for  chance  or 
random,  but  I  look  to  a  higher  hand.  On  the  15th  we 
had  a  respite,  that  day  being  appointed  a  thanksgiying 
for  the  great  victory  obtained  in  Italy.  At  night 
there  was  a  Jeurde-joi  through  all  the  army,  trenches, 
and  batteries.  The  Lord  is  doing  great  things  for  us, 
and  humUing  the  proud  tyrant  of  France.  On  die 
17th  I  went  into  the  trenches  again  to  join  our  Colonel, 
who  was  then  on  command.  In  the  afternoon  I  was 
ordered  myself  to  take  command  of  the  workmen, 
where  we  continued  the  whole  night.  We  pushed 
our  trenches  very  near  the  counterscarp ;  there  was 
a  brisk  fire  kept  up,  and  seven  or  eight  of  my  work- 
men wounded,  yet  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  protect  me. 
Next  day  our  whole  raiment  was  ordered  to  the 
riege,  and  a  very  bad  rainy  day  it  was.  Our  trenches 
where  we  were  posted,  ran  close  to  the  counter- 
scarp ;  and  at  twelve  at  night  we  took  post  and  made 
a  lodgment  in  the  counterscarp  with  eighteen  men 
and  an  Ensign.  Cannon  balls,  bombs,  grenades,  and 
small  shot,  were  flying  thick,  yet  we  lost  not  a  man 
the  whole  night.  The  19th  was  a  day  of  particular 
providence  to  me,  that  I  shall  not  forget  as  long  as  I 
Hve.  Judgment  and  mercy  were  mixed  together.  We 
continued  in  the  trenches  the  whole  day,  and  lost 
several  men,  having  seventeen  killed  and  wounded. 
We  were  beat  out  of  that  lodgment  in  the  counter- 
scarp at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  and  we  re- 
took it  again  at  six.  I  fell  into  a  mistake  of  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour  in  timing  tfie  attack.     I  cannot 
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tell  what  influence  this  had,  or  whether  the  saine 
consequences  might  not  have  fallen  out  had  it  hap- 
pened otherwise.  But  my  conscience  smote  me  about 
it,  and  I  thought  the  surest  way  for  me  was  to  flee  to 
the  blood  of  Jesus  for  pardon.  At  night,  coming  out 
of  the  trenches  I  was  in  great  confusion  of  spirit.  I 
had  only  a  servant  with  me,  for  the  regiment  was 
gone  off  before.  Beipg  very  dark  and  wet,  and  on 
foot,  we  wandered  and  mistook  the  way;  I  had  a 
water  to  cross,  and  my  servant  durst  not  venture  to 
bring  my  horses  over,  as  it  was  a  very  bad  bridge.  I 
got  a  horse  of  the  Colonel's,  and  coming  to  the 
bridge,  it  fell,  and  both  horse  and  I  were  thrown  into 
the  water ;  I  was  in  danger  of  being  drowned,  the 
horse  falling  on  his  side,  and  my  foot  sticking  in  the 
stirrup.  I  got  clear,  and  got  out,  but  could  not  get 
out  the  horse  for  near  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  so  that 
he  was  almost  drowned.  At  last  I  got  him  out,  and 
presently  my  own  horsey  came  to  me :  so  {  came 
home  blessipg  God  for  his  merciful  deliverances,  and 
in  the  m^ntime  trembling  at  his  judgments.  On  the 
21st  the  to\fn  surrendered.  This  Lord  has  put  new 
songs  of  praise  in  my  mouth.  May  he  give  me  grace 
to  pay  my  vows,  and  walk  buipbly  with  him  aU  the 
4ays  of  my  life, 

The  siege  of  Aeth  closed  the  campaigi^  of  this  year. 
On  the  1st  of  October  Major  Blackader  marched  with 
his  regiment  from  the  tpwn.  They  were  ordered  tQ 
Courtray  to  superintend  the  repairs  of  the  fortifica-. 
tions  under  Major-General  Murray,  a  service  which 
appears  to  have  created  some  murmuring  among  the 
exhausted  troops. 

OMber  22*    We  cpre  disappointed  this  day^  for  ifi^ 
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stead  of  inarching  into  our  garrison  as  we  expected, 
we  are  ordered  to  inarch  to  Courtray  to-morrow, 
which  has  put  us  all  out  of  humour. 

In  Noveinber  they  returned  to  winter-quarters  at 
Bruges, 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


CAMPAIGN   SIXTH,   I707. 


Major  Blackadcr*s  attention  to  the  Regiment— -Receives  the  thanks 
of  the  General^Overtures  fbr  peaqe  unsuccessful—- The  Enemy 
declines  an  engagement— Marching  and  manoeuvring  of  both  Ar- 
mies—Close of  the  Campaign. 

The  campaign  of  this  year  is  very  barren  of  military 
exploits.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  shone  more  as 
a  diplomatic  character  in  foreign  Cabinets,  than  in 
the  field  of  victory.  From  a  warrior,  he  had  become 
a  negotiator.  The  only  memorable  transactions  with 
which  our  subject  is  concerned,  were  the  overtures 
for  peace,  and  the  attempt  to  force  the  French  army 
to  an  engagement  which,  however,  they  avoided ;  re- 
tiring with  precipitation  behind  their  lines  near  Lisle, 
But  of  thes^  we  shall  speak  in  their  order ;  meantime 
we  return  to  Bruges  where  we  left  Major  Blackader 
with  his  regiment. 

While  in  winter-quarters,  the  Major  occupied  him- 
self most  assiduously  in  his  official  duties.     Scarcely 
a  day  passed  in  .which  he  was  not  employed  in  regi-^ 
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mental  affairs — ^in  examining  aecountSy  or  exercising 
the  men  on  drill  and  parade.  He  seems  to  have  taken 
a  special  care  of  their  moral  conduct,  as  well  as  of 
Iheir  military  training;  and  set  himself  to  correct  their 
vices,  as  well  as  to  punish  their  faults.  His  discipline 
extended  to  offences  which  are  too  seldom  brought 
under  the  cognizance  and  control  of  military  law; 
yet  his  punishments  were  always  tempered  with  the 
greatest  mildness ;  and  if  at  any  time  he  had  been  in- 
fluenced by  a  hasty  and  irritable  temper,  he  was  the 
first  to  censure  and  condemn  his  own  weakness. 
^*  La  punishing  faults  in  the  regiment,  I  am  some- 
times inclined  to  hastiness.  This  day  I  had  rather  a 
violent,  but  short  sally  of  passion ;  but  I  must  say  th« 
occasion  of  it  was  just ;  for  it  was  against  a  sin  I  am 
always  angry  at,  that  of  swearing.  It  was  soon  over, 
and  I  was  sorry  I  had  shewn  so  much  of  it.  I  was 
so  vexed  that  I  went  to  my  knees,  and  implored 
Qirist  for  pardon,  for  mixing  with  my  zeal,  too  muck 
of  the  wild-fire  of  passion*  Lord,  give  me  a  meek 
and  quiet  spirit;,  for  shame  and  confusion  of  face  is 
my  due." 

Notwithstanding  his  strictness,  he  appears  to  have 
had  in  his  nature  a  great  deal  of  tenderness  and  bene- 
volence, and  was  always  ready  to  exert  his  influence 
in  saving  the  lives  of  such  culprits,  as  he  considered 
proper  objects  of  mercy  and  compassion.  Of  this  we 
have  an  instance  in  the  case  of  one  of  the  recruits  he 
had  brought  from  Scotland.  "  I  was  taken  up  aU 
day  in  a  court-martial,  and  much  concerned  to  save  a 
poor  creature's  life,  that  I  had  some  interest  in.  I 
was  earnest  to  have  him  spared,  but  could  not  get  it, 
for  the  whole  court  agreed  to  have  him  hanged ;  nor 
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would  they  recommend  him  to  mercy  after  they  had 
sentenced  him.  I  dealt  with  the  Greneral,  and  it 
pleased  the  Lord  to  incline  his  heart  to  mercy,  for  in 
a  few  days  a  pardon  came  down,  which  was  read  at 
the  head  of  the  regiment.  I  confess  the  Jault  deserved 
death,  hut  there  were  circumstances  that  helped  to 
exculp^.te  the  offender ;  and  I  think  extremes  of  seve- 
rity should  never  be  used  when  the  example  is  not 
like  to  serve  any  good  end." 

He  continued  in  Bruges  with  the  regiment  until  the 
month  of  May ;  and  such  was  the  happy  result  of  his 
good  discipline,  that  at  a  grand  review,  after  they  had 
joined  the  main  army,  the  Major  was  complimented 
by  the  General,  and  publicly  thanked  at  the  head  of 
his  own  regiment,  for  their  correct  conduct  and  the 
masterly  manner  with  which  they  acquitted  thenv^ 
selves  in  their  several  exercises. 
-  While  in  quarters,  his  greatest  complaint  was,  as 
usual,  too  much  exposure  to  company,  and  the  little 
knprovement  to  be  derived  from  the  ordinary  topics 
of  conversation.  '^  I  am  too  often  and  too  long  tied 
to  companies,  wearied  and  dissipated  with  dinings  and 
diversions.  I  cannot  live  without  short  breathings 
and  intervals  of  retirement.  It  makes  me  tremble 
to  think,  that  in  this  employment  of  mine,  I  am  al- 
ways walking  upon  the  very  brink  and  precipice  of 
temptation.  I  rejoice  indeed  that  the  grace  of  God 
is  sufficient  for  me,  and  keeps  me  out  of  snares.  It 
makes  me  unacceptable  to  the  world ;  but  I  desire  to 
be  above  the  opinions  of  men.  I  esteem  the  reproach 
of  Christ  greater  honour  than  the  approbation  of  the 
whole  world.  I  am  generally  dissatisfied  with  the 
most  part  of  conversation  I  hear,  even  the  best ;  for 
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though  their  be  nothing  ill  in  it,  yet  there  is  'little 
solid  or  edifying, — little  savouring  of  grace,  or  minis- 
tering to  the  improvement  of  the  hearers." 

March  14.  All  this  morning  abroad  exercising  the 
raiment.  In  the  afternoon  going  through  some  of 
the  churches  here,  it  being  a  great  holiday,  seeing 
their  idolatries.  I  desire  more  and  more  to  be  thank- 
ful for  the  purity  of  the  gospel;  and  pray  for  Uio 
downfal  of  Antichrist. 

March  20.  Employed  in  private  and  joint  prayer, 
imploring  the  blessing  of  God  this  campaign ;  con- 
fessing my  sins  and  short-comings;  seeking  grace, 
counsel,  and  direction.  I  was  helped  to  depend  on 
his  power,  to  hope  and  trust  in  his  mercy. 

March  23.  They  begin  now  to  talk  warmly  of 
peace.  I  will  seek  nothing,  or  wish  for  nothing, 
though  I  be  weary  enough  of  campaigns,  but  what  is 
for  thy  glory,  O  Lord.  Camps  have  been  sweet 
places  to  me ;  my  choicest  mercies  have  been  in  them. 
Though  I  hate  the  ill  company  that  prevails  in  camps, 
yet  by  the  presejice  of  God  with  me,  and  the  provi- 
dences of  war,  I  have  never  been  better,  as;  to  grace, 
than  in  campaigns. 

The  peace,  warmly  talked  pf,  unfortunately  did  not 
take  effect.  Although  Louis,  harrassed  and  de- 
pressed by  his  misfortunes,  had  solicited  a  truce;  and, 
during  last  campaign,  had  presented,  through  his  mi- 
nister, a  memorial  to  the  States  on  the  subject; 
yet  no  attention  had  been  paid  to  his  overtures,  be- 
cause they  were  believed  to  be  insincere.  Neverthe- 
less he  solemnly  disavowed  all  sinister  or  insidious 
4esigns,  and  proposed  that  a  conference  should  be 
opened  by  the  ministers  of  all  the  Con£ederate  powers. 


296  LIFE  OF  COL.  BLACKADER.  CHAP.  XlII. 

This  proposal  was  rejected  by  England  and  the  StAtes ; 
but  whether  they  were  actuated  by  honest  motivetii, 
or  grounded  their  rejection  upon  sufficient  reasons,  is 
a  matter  which  has  been  thought  questionable.  France 
had  certainly  very  pressing  reasons  to  sue  for  peace. 
Her  treasury  was  exhausted,  and  her  troops  defeated, 
not  only  in  Flanders,  but  in  Spain,  where  the  ^ege 
of  Barcelona  was  raised;  and  in  Italy,  where  her 
army  was  totally  routed  under  the  walls  of  Turin,  by 
the  Duke  of  Savoy  and  Prince  Eugene. 

But  these  necessities,  though  they  might  excite 
suspicions  that  Louis  only  wanted  time  to  strengthen 
his  own  hands,  or  sow  dissenrion  among  the  Allies, 
were  certainly  neither  inconsistent  nor  incompatible 
with  sincerity*  The  truth  is,  both  the  Dutch  and  the 
English  acted  in  such  a  manner,  as  leads  to  suspect 
that  the  charge  of  duplicity  and  insincerity  rests  more 
with  them  than  with  their  overpressed  adversaiy. 
They  rejected  the  offers  of  pacification  abmptly,  and 
without  due  deliberation.  They  discovered  an  anxiety 
to  conceal  from  public  investigation,  every  thing  rela- 
tive to  the  business,  and  would  not  allow  the  preli- 
minaries of  France  to  be  inserted  in  the  common 
newspapers.  War  had  become,  to  the  ruling  faction, 
a  source  of  patronage  and  emolument,  which  they 
were  unwilling  to  resign ;  and  it  is  to  be  lamented, 
that  the  delusions  of  ambition,  and  the  flatteries  c^ 
admirers,  should  so  far  blind  mens'  eyes  to  the  mi- 
series they  are  unavoidably  entailing  on  their  country, 
by  the  expenditure  of  her  revenues,  and  the  wanton 
destruction  of  so  many  thousands  of  her  subjects.  * 


•  Somcrville,  Hist.  ch.  xi.     Lediard,  vol.  i.  427. 
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Notwithstanding  the  eagerness  of  the  Allies  to  con- 
tinue hostilities  until  they  could  extort  more  advanr 
tageous  terms,  the  campaign  of  this  year  was  not  only 
tmproductive  of  success,  but  more  unfortunate  than 
any  of  the  preceding.  The  military  stj'ength  of  France 
had  suffered  <»ily  a  temporary  diminution ;  and  the 
expedients  of  uncontrolled  despotism,  aided  by  the 
supplies  of  an  abundant  harvest,  were  capable  of  re- 
jiMttring  the  imm^Qse  losses  she  had  sustained.  New 
armies  appeared  on  the  frontiers,  equal  in  numbers 
and  appointments  to  any  that  had  been  levied  since 
the  commencement  of  the  war.  They  adopted  again 
the  system  of  defensive  operations,  and  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  resolved  to  become  the  assailant.  But 
though  he  pursued  them  through  all  Brabant,  from 
.^amp  to  camp,  in  the  hope  of  bringing  them  to  a  de- 
cisive engagement,  they  contrived,  by  their  vigilance 
and  the  celerity  of  their  movements,  to  elude  his  pur- 
suit. 

Aprils.  Making  preparations  for  the  campaign. 
I  have  been  looking  over  my  Diary  of  this  time  twelve- 
month. I  find  just  the  same  frame  I  feel  now.  I 
went  out  with  no  other  stock  but  thi8,^-*-trusting  in 
Gk)d,  and  hoping  in  his  mercy.  And  indeed  I  shall 
never  desire  to  go  out  to  a  campaign  in  a  better  frame. 
What  was  last  year  at  this  time  a  matter  of  faith  to 
me,  is  now  a  matter  of  praise.  Ramillies,  Pender- 
mond,  and  Aeth,  are  to  me  at  present  just  as  Hochstet 
was  the  year  before;  and  so  I  hope  this  campaign, 
which  is  now  a  matter  of  faith,  will  prove  in  the  end 
a  matter  of  praise  and  thankfulness. 

April  29.  Going  up  and  down  among  our  great 
men  here,  wd  getting  ordure  for  marching.    I  waited 
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on  a  petty  court  all  the  forenoon. — Vanity  and  page- 
antry. I  hate  these  ways  of  living ;  and  indeed  what 
is  it  all  but  a  vain  show.  I  saw  those  same  persons 
who  were  attending  the  great  man  in  the  forenoon 
with  the  most  sycophantic  behaviour,  in  the  afternoon 
when  he  was  gone,  ridiculing  him,  and  laughing  at 
him  for  a * 

May  5.     Marched  this  morning  out  of  Brug^. 

May  10.  Arrived  near  Ghent.  I  came  out  of  that 
town  in  the  morning,  and  I  bless  God  that  brought 
me  safe  back  to  the  regiment.  I  ran  the  risk  of  being 
taken  prisoner ;  thfere  having  been  French  parties  be- 
tween the  town  and  the  camp,  which  was  two  leagues 
off.  This  was  the  first  night  of  setting  up  my  tent 
and  lying  in  it.  And  now,  O  Lord,  make  it  a  Bethel, 
a  place  where  thou  delightest  to  dwell.  Thou  hast 
given  ine  much  of  thy  presence  in  camps  and  telits, 
and  I  again  devote  myself  to  thee.  I  go  forth  in  thy 
might,  and  will  fight  under  thy  banner. 

May  11.  Sabbath.  Marching  a  long  march  and 
joined  the  great  army  (near  Brussels.)  But,  O  such 
a  spent  Sabbath,  and  such  company  !  This  is  one  of 
the  greatest  hardships  of  my  employment,  to  be  tied 
to  such  things.  In  the  marching  I  had  almost  forgot  it 
was  Sabbath,  but  recollected  myself,  and  retired  from 
company,  (I  mean  in  my  thoughts,)  and  strove  to  keep 
up  a  spiritual  habit  of  mind  by  meditation.  But  I 
have  less  leisurcfor  retirement,  having  a  great  deal 
to  do  as  Major,  looking  after  the  business  of  the  r^- 
ment.  They  are  now  beginning  to  talk  of  action 
q)eedUy. 

The  French  at  this  tiihe  were  lying  quietly  within 
their  lineSi     They  had  given  out  that  they  weve  ready 
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to  offer  battle  to  the  Allies,  and  threatened,  if  thej 
declined,  to  lay  siege  either  to  Mens  or  Charleroi. 
Upon  this  intelligence,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  re- 
solved to  meet  them  half  way.  In  two  days,  he  was 
informed  that  the  enemy  had  quitted  their  lines,  and 
encamped  on  the  plain  of  Fleurus,  but  in  a  position 
so  strong,  that  it  was  deemed  imprudent  to  venture  an 
attack.  The  Allies  posted  themselves  at  Meldert; 
while  the  French,  seeing  their  design  frustrated,  ad- 
vanced to  Gemblours,  without  daring,  in  their  turn, 
to  hazard  an  engagement,  though  greatly  superior  in 
numbers.  In  this  situation  both  armies  continued 
above  two  months,  nothing  but  slight  skirmishing 
being  attempted  on  either  side. 

May  15.  A  long  march;  a  scorching  hot  day, 
very  annoying  to  the  poor  soldiers.  The  French  army 
is  now  without  their  lines,  and  we  are  advancing  up 
to  them. 

May  16.  We  hear  the  enemy  have  retired  within 
their  lines  again,  and  probably  w«  shall  attack  thera.- 

Yestemight  we  marched  from  the  army  for  a  con<^ 
voy  to  the  baggage;  and  every  body  believed  the 
Duke  was  to  march  up  to  the  enemy,  and  that  there 
would  be  a  battle.     I  was  tranquil,  believing  that 
Providence  orders  all  well.    Our  regiment  had  indeed 
left  the  army  to  go  on  the  convoy.     But  Providence 
frequently  works  by  disappointing  our  expectations, 
for  this  night  the  whole  measures  were  altered.     The 
French,  whom  we  thought  within  their  lines,    are 
without  them,  and  threatening  Brussels,  and  t  he  open 
country,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  decamp  to  cover 
our  own  country.     It  was  a   fatiguing  march,  for  we 
tra  veiled  all  night  until  two  o'clock  next  day. 
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May  18.  Marching.  Tlie  scheme  of  this  campaign 
is  turned  out  otherwise  than  we  expected.  The  French 
are  in  no  pain  about  defending  their  lines,  but  march- 
ing up  and  down,  giving  us  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
and  fatigue.  I  believe  they  will  shun  fighting  too, 
except  at  our  disadvantage. 

May  24.  Employed  in  the  functions  of  my  post 
Well  assisted  and  carried  through.  I  got  a  compli- 
ment from  the  General,  and  thanks  upon  the  head  of 
the  r^ment,  that  they  exercised  so  welL  But. all  this 
is  the  goodness  of  God  alone,  that  gives  me  favour  in 
the  si^t  of  any  man. 

May  25.  Sabbath*  I  was  invited  to  dine  abroad 
with  a  great  man ;  but  I  shunned  it,  fearing  temptar 
tioB,  company,  and  conversation  unsuitable  to  a  Sab- 
bath. I  wish  to  live  tenderly  and  circumspectly  in 
this  army.  Next  day  I  dined,  but  staid  too  long  in 
company^ 

May  30.  Employed  all  the  morning  in  tho  show 
and  parade  of  our  employment^  reviewing  and  exer«- 
cising  my  men  before  the  Generals  All  things  went 
on  well  and  smooihlyi 

Jme  4.  In  the  evening  we  had  one  of  the  severest 
storms  I  have  ever  seen,  of  hail,  rain,  and  wind 
Most  of  our  tents  were  beat  down  and  torn,  and  the 
hollow  ways  running  like  rivers.  I  observed  what  a 
poor  shiftless  creature  man  is.  If  any  of  the  elements 
were  let  loose  upon  us,  or  any  accident,  how  soon 
would  we  be  reduced  to  our  first  nothing.  What  a 
e<Mnfort  to  have  the  God  of  nature  to  be  our  protec- 
toTj-'-then  though  the  earih  be  removed<-*-4hougli  the 
mountains  shake,  and  the  waters  roar,  we  need  not  be 
afraid. 
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^Othiiig  particular  occurred  to  him  while  the  army 
continued  in  their  stationary  camp.  ^^  I  reckon," 
says  he,  "  our  lyiiig  so  long  here  a  great  mercy,  for  I 
get  living  in  a  more  sober  kad  regular  way,  than  in 
constant  marching  and  hurry." 

Ju^  30;  We  left  our  camp  here,  this  afternoon  at 
three  o'clock,  and  inarched  all  night,  a  tedious  and 
wearisome  march.  We  continued  our  journey  till 
three  afternoon  next  day,  so  that  we  have  been  tw^ity- 
fibur  hours  imder  arms.  It  has  been  k  sad  march  for 
llie  poor  soldiers. 

August  1.  Marching  in  the  afternoon,  and  coming 
close  to  the  enemy,  so  that  there  is  all  appearance  of 
an  action  to-morrow. 

August  2.  The  day  of  Hochstet,  a  day  never  to  be 
forgotten  by  me.  This  same  day  Providence  gave 
us  the  opportunity  to  make  it  as  glorious  a  day  as 
that  was,  but  we  had  ikot  the  heatti  to  improve  it. 
We  had  crept  up  pretty  near  to  the  enemy  last  night 
by  stealing  a  day's  inarch  upon  theih,  so  that  they 
oould  not  easily  get  off  without  a  battle,  if  we  had 
pushed  them%  But  we  contlented  ourselves  with  mak' 
ing  a  biravado  of  attacking  their  rear-guard,  with  the 
grenadiers,  and  mismanaged  that  too;  so  that  they 
got  off  scot  free  to  our  shame.  But  it  is  fit  that  men 
commit  mistakies,  kni  blunders^  and  weakness,  that 
they  may  see  themselves  but  men»  We  know  of  no 
other  way  of  working  here  but  by  great  armiesr 
Omnipotence  needs  none  of  these.  An  army  of  frogn 
or  flies  is  a&  good  to  him,  and  can  do  more  with  him 
than  we  can  without  him.  This  is  the  finest  army 
just  now  in  the  world,  and  yet  does  tihe  least.     Per- 
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haps  the  reason  is  this,  we  adore  the  arm  of  flesh  al- 
ways,  and  God  will  have  men  humhled. 

I  was  chagrined  and  imeasy  all  day,  for  the  neglect 
of  this  opportunity;  for  through  Giod's  assistance  I 
was  very  eager  to  come  to  hand  with  them,  and  to 
have  had  a  battle.  The  very  day  encouraged  me. 
And  I  am  of  opinion,  that  we  second  Providence  very 
ill  this  year,  for  the  French  aeems  to  be  a  cowed, 
frightened  army ;  and  I  have  no  doubt,  but  if  we  at- 
tacked them  brii^y,  we  should  beat  them ;  but  in<^ 
stead  of  that,  we  seem  afraid  of  them.  This  makes 
them  pluck  iip  their  drooping  iqEorits.  Their  time  is 
not  yet  fully  come  it  seems ;  and  there  is  but  one 
Prince  Eugene  in  the  world,  and  he  is  not  every- 
'v^eve. 

AuffUit  3.  Sabbath.  Marehing ;  and  the  worst  day 
£m*  the  poor  soldiers  I  have  seen.  It  poured  down  a 
heavy  rain,  and  the  cavalry  had  so  broken  the  ways, 
that  the  men  marched  in  clay  and  dirt  to  the  knees, 
almost  the  whole  day,  for  four  leagues.  Th^e  was 
hardly  a  hundr^  men  of  a  rogiment  with  the  ooloura 
at  night.  It  seemed  to  be  heaven  oont^idiiig  with 
ttSy  for  I  never  saw  the  army  ao  harrassed.  Wef 
oame  late  to  our  camp.  .  I  set  up  my  tent  and  lasted 
sweetly* 

August  4.  Resting  this  da^,  not  out  of  choice,  but 
liecessity,  for  a  great  part  of  the  army  is  not  come  up 
yet  by  reason  of  yasterdayfs  ^fatigue;  and  for  all  the 
di%enoe  we  make,  y^  these  vearmin,  the  French,  are 
still  before  us.  ProvidcBce  has  iaken  away  much  ctf 
their  heads  they  had  last  war^  but  I  think  he  has  left 
them  their  heels. 

Atiffu^  6-     For  two  days  we  have  not  been  able  to 
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stir  out  of  our  tents  for  bad  weather.  We  are  lying 
amosg  mire  and  dirt.  Baining  from  mom  tiUaight, 
BO  that  the  artillery  cannot  be  brought  forwHrd. 

August  8.  Hearing  c^  a  friend  that  ^d  liie  other 
day  at  BrusselB.  He  regretted  that  he  had  nnspent 
and  trifled  away  so  much  precious  time^  and  that  he 
had  been  so  drawn  away  by  company  to  ti|yBiig  snd 
drinkisg.  O  that  others  would  learn  and  take  warn^ 
ing ;  and  all  of  us  so  learn  to  number  mar  dciys^  a#  to 
iqipty  our  hearts  %mto  tc^isAnn ;  and  to  redsem  the  Hme, 

AugtLst  1(X  A  Sabbath  of  rest,  which  is  a  grei^ 
mercy  in  a  camp ;  for  this  day-week  was  a  sad  day, 
liker  a  heU  than  a  Sabbath.  Came  to  my  knees  tins 
morning  with  a  sense  of  sin,  and  poUuition  of  heart 
and  nature.  My  heart  was  enlarged  by  faith,  to  flee  . 
to  Christ  for  pardon  and  Washing;  se^ng  m  him  ati 
infinite  fulness  as  a  complete  Saviour,  i  was  hdped 
also  to  trust  him  cheerfully  for  the  erents,  datngeni, 
and  actions  of  this  campaign  which  are  yet  to  come. 

Auffust  19.  Grot  the  bad  news  of  ik»  Duke  ^  Sir 
Toy's  raising  the  mge  of  Toulon,  which  k  very  mop- 
%mg;  for  our  hopes  w«re  raised  high,  and  probaMy 
the  taking  of  it  might  have  hastened  a  peace.  But 
Providence  wiU  not  be  tied  to  our  little  projects :  He^ 
can  work  his  ends  by  ways  and  means  which  we  iS^at^ 
contrary* 

The  attack  upc»i  Toulon  was  a  prefect  concertcfd 
bttweea  England  and  the  States.  Its  des^  was  to 
iraakea  the  maritime  power  of  France,  and  disable 
her  for  maintaining  the  war,  by  cutting  off  her  com- 
merce with  the  Spanish  West  Indies,  whidi  furnished 
her  with  the  principal  resources.  Prince  Eugeue  «si^ 
tiie  Duke  of  Savoy,  at  the  head  of  iHie  WisS^ao^  «QrBK)<» 
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were  to  enter  Provence  by  way  of  the  Alps,  and  co- 
operate with  the  British  fleet,  under  Sir  Cloudesly 
Shovel,  who  had  instractions  to  invest  Toulon.  The 
latter  part  of  the  plan  was  executed  in  the  most  gal- 
lant manner  by  the  British  seamen.  But  owing  to 
the  remissness  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy,  and  especially 
the  obstinacy  of  the  Emperor  in  employing  his  troops 
in  the  conquest  of  Naples  instead  of  aiding  the  expe- 
dition, the  French  gained  time  to  throw  in  provisions 
and  re-inforcements.  The  Allies,  after  carrying  seve- 
ral considerable  posts,  destroying  a  number  of  ships 
and  magazines,  &c.  were  compelled  to  desist  from 
their  attempt.  They  struck  their  tents  under  cover 
of  night,  and  marched  off  with  all  possible  speed.  * 

AugusmO.  Marching  this  day;  the  French  marched 
also ;  so  we  hardly  expect  to  see  their  faces  this  cam^ 
paign,  but  we  know  not  what  may  be.  Now  here  is 
the  best  army  in  the  world,  and  have  mtde  the  idlest 
campaign,  and  done  nothing  at  alL  This  French 
tyrant  has  been  a  dark  riddle  of  Providence ;  for  a 
long  time  we  thought  he  was  fidKng  before  us,  and 
that  the  scoui^e  was  to  be  thrown  into  the  fire.  But 
it  seems  their  cup  is  not  full  yet;  for  Providence 
is  putting  a  defence  about  them,  and  blasting  our 
designs. 

August  21,  22.  Resting.  I  went  in  to  Aeth,  and 
viewed  all  our  last  year's  attacks;  and  with  thank- 
fulness remembered  the  deliverances  I  had  at  the 
si^e.  I  went  round  the  town  where  our  trenches 
had  been,  and  particularly  that  part  in  the  counter- 
scarp where  I  was  the  19th  of  September,  and  had 


*  ScmimenVAfi^ft  I^VbxotI)  duH^  ti. 


CHAP.  XIII.  CAMPAIGN  SIXTH.  305' 

euch  exercises  of  spirit,  and  met  with  such  providen- 
ces as  I  shall  never  forget. 

September  3.    In  town  (Courtray)  all  day.    At  night 

my  wife  arrived,  and  we  had  a  comfortable  meeting, 
with  the  blessing  of  God  I  hope,  and  mercy  to  us  both. 

September  4.  We  got  an  alarm  of  part  of  the  army 
marching,  and  of  BomB  appearance  of  action.  I  went 
out  to  the  camp,  easy  and  trusting  in  God.  The 
French  did  not  meddle  with  our  foragers  or  escort, 
and  so  there  was  no  action. 

September  5.  I  returned  again  to  town,  and  in  the 
afternoon,  brought  out  my  wife  to  my  cottage  here  in 
the  camp.  Lord,  let  thy  blessing  and  presence  be 
with  us,  and  our  cottage  shall  be  a  palace* 

October  20.  This  day  we  marched  into  our  garrison 
(at  Ghent)  The  Lord  has  preserved  me  in  my  out- 
goings and  in-comings,  and  followed  me  with  mercy 
and  goodness  tibrough  this  campaign,  and  brought  me 
in  safety  back.  Here  I  am  resolved  to  be  still  more 
spi^tiial^  an|i  to  have  more  intercourse  with  heaven 
ifk  the  midst  of  my  business. 

On  the  2nd  of  December,  Major  Blackader  and  his 
lady  left  Ghent,  and  after  a  spe^y  passage  arrived  at 
Rotterdam,  where  they  spent  the  winter  quietly  and 
comfortably,  remote  from  many  snares  and  tempta- 
tions to  which  they  would  have  been  exposed  in  the 
garrism. 
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InTasion  of  Scodaiid— Failure  of  the  £zf>editton-— The  Gampaigi 
Batde  of  Oudeaaid— Sic^  of  Lisle-..M»jor  Blackader  wounded— 
Action  at  Wynendalo-.pSurrender  of  Lisle^^-Paasage  of  the  Scheldt 
—Major  Blackader  returns  to  Rotterdam. 

The  fortune  of  war  seemed  to  deliglit  in  atteirhftfiret. 
The  balance  of  success,  whicli  last  year  incfined  to 
llie  side  of  France,  now  preponderated  visibly  in  i6^ 
TOUT  of  the  Allies.  The  selfish  and  mercenary  vierws 
of  some,  and  the  secret  jealousies  of  others,  had  weak- 
ened the  hands  of  the  Confederacy,  and  introduced 
diseord  into  their  councils;  circumstances  Which  Lotus 
resolved  to  avail  himself  of,  and  hoped  to  turn  to  his 
advantage.  He  had  two  grand  projects  in  view,  lihe 
one  to  make  a  descent  on  the  eastern  coast  of  Scot- 
land, to  re-instate  in  his  ancient  kingdom  the  youx^ 
Pretender,  whom  he  had  already  acknowledged  by 
the  title  of  James  III.  For  this  the  extraordinary 
tumult  and  discontent  which  the  Union  had  excited, 
seemed  to  offer  a  favourable  opportunity ;  and  from 
the  symptoms  of  general  disaffection,  he  augured  the 
speedy  reduction  of  the  Yrbok  British  Empire. 
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next  scheme  was  to  pudb  the  wlu-  with  vigour  in  the 
Spanish  Netherlands,  expecting  that  the  recall  of  the 
English  troops  to  defend  their  own  territori^,  would 
lay  the  whole  country  at  the  mercy  of  his  victorious 
arms. 

Had  these  views  heen  carried  into  effect  with  the 
same  wisdom  and  resolution  with  which  they  were 
formed,  they  must  have  placed  Britain  and  her  Allies 
in  a  critical  and  perilous  situation.  Happily,  how* 
ever,  by  the  activity  and  address  of  Marlborough  and 
Prince  Eugene,  the  plans  of  Louis  were  rendered 
visionary  and  abortive.  The  Allies  augmented  their 
f4M*ces  by  drafting  as  many  of  the  Imperial  troops  at 
could  be  spared  from  the  service  on  the  Upper  Rhine^ 
to  re-inforce  the  army  in  Flanders,  where  their  pmn 
eipal  operations  were  to  be  carried  on.  PrqparatioQs 
b^g  ready  for  opening  the  campaign,  the  two  armiee 
took  the  field  towards  the  end  of  May.  We  now 
turn  to  the  Diary,  leaving  any  other  explanatory 
marks  to  be  made  in  the  order  of  events. 

February  B.  Sabbath.  Compiled  tod  eerious,  enjoy- 
ing ordinances ;  but  I  observe  this  difference  in  nrp> 
self  now,  from  what  I  wss  in  my  younger  yeara ;  it 
was  then  an  act  of  the  affections  and  the  heart ;  now 
it  is  more  an  act  of  the  mind ;  llie  understanding  has 
cooled  the  ardour  of  the  affections. 

February  16.  The  afternoon  taken  up  in  innoeent 
diversion ;  at  night  in  good  oompany.  I  bless  God 
f€x  his  mercy  to  us  here,  that  gives  us  such  reqwet 
and  favour  in  this  place. 

February  19.  Leaving  Rotterdam.  Praying  for 
the  blessing  of  God  with  us  on  our  voyage  back  to 
our  garrison. 

^  4i 
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Fdmrnry  22.  Contrary  winds  for  two  days :  But 
now  we  are  free  of  them.  We  came  ashore  this  day 
at  eleven  o'clock. 

February  25.  Going  through  paying  my  duty  to 
the  General  and  superior  officers.  I  have  been  so 
long  down  in  Holland  in  good  and  quiet  company, 
that  I  find  myself,  as  it  were,  a  stranger  here. 

March  8.  Hearing  of  several  providences.  Black 
douds  seem  hanging  over  our  heads. 

March  10.  Gretting  orders  to  he  in  readiness  to 
march  for  embarking  for  Scotlimd,  in  consequence  of 
heeuring  that  the  French  fleet,  have  sailed,  notwith- 
standing of  our  fleet  being  so  strong.  But  armies  and 
fleets  are  but  broken  reieds  when  we  trust  too  much 
to*  them. 

March  18.  This- day  spent  in  reading,  prayer^and 
oieditatien.  Concerned  for  Ihe  public  affidrs,  and  the 
work  of  God  inSteotlaoML  I  trust  their  confusions 
and  troubles -shall  ultimately  turn  out  for  their  good, 
and  the  disappointment  of  thdr  enemies. 

The  fleet,  with  the  Pretender  on  board,  known  by 
the  romantic  title  of  the  Chevalier  St.  George,  set  sail 
from  Dunkirk  on  the  6th  ci  March,  with  above  5000 
soldiers,  10,000  muskets,  and  a  supply  of  other  war- 
like stores.  The*.  mOst  sanguine  hopes  of  success  were 
entertained.  The  Jacobite»  in  Scotland  were  all  in 
arms.  Many^  who  had  hitherto  been  enemies  to  the 
Pretender,  declared  themselves  ready  tq  join  his 
standard,  so  soon  QS  any  insurrection  should  be  at- 
tempted in  his  favour.  * 

'  '■        .    I  I ' "I ■■    II I, 

*  Men  of  all  ranks  and  persuasions  were  at  this  time  so  exasperated 
against  the  Union,  which  they  regarded  as  the  loss  of  their  indepen* 
deoce  and  the  irretrievable  ruin  of  their  country,  that  they  were  per. 
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The  intention  of  the  invaders  was  to  land  at  Dun-^ 
bar  or  Lieith,  and  ^n  the  13th  they  reached  the  month 
of  the  Frith  ;  but  providentially  they  out-sailed  their 
port,  and  were.oarried  several  leagues  to  the  northward. 
Their  appearance  struck  Edinburgh  with  alarms  and 
spread  consternation  over  the  whole  kingdom.  AU 
the  1a*oops  in  England  were  ordered  to  march  to  the 
i^orth,  and  several  battalions  in  Flanders  were  in 
readiness  to  embark  at  Ostend.  But  fortunately, 
their  mistake  gave  the  English  Admiral,  Sir  George 
Byng,  full  time  to  overtake  them ;  and  ere  they  could 
rectify  their  error,  he  had,  with  a  superior  fleet,  come 
to  anchor  in  the  fVith.  The  French  refused  to  ven- 
ture an  engagement,  and  stood  out  to  sea,  foUowed  by 
B3mg,  who  made  all  the  ^1  he  could  in  pursuit. 
After  being  tossed  a  whole  month  in  tempestuous 
weather,  they  reached  Dunkirk  with  the  loss  of  a 
single  ship,  which  was  taken  without  resistance;  and 
about  4000  men  who  perished  by  sickness  and  other 


suaded  nothing  could  recover  their  ancient  rights,  but  the  restoration 
of  the  Stuart  Family.  Thousands  took  to  arms,  and  mobs  paraded 
the  country,  insulting  all  that  refused  to  .declare  against  the  Unions, 
The.  Articles  were  publicly  burnt  at  the  cross  of  Dumfries,  and  all 
the  Southern  shires  were  ready  to  start  into  rebellion.  The  fiery  zeal 
of  the  Cameronians  burst  forth  on  this  occasion,  and  with  equal  inten- 
sity, though  in  a  less  honourable  and  important  cause  than  the  Rcto- 
Jution.  They  embodied  themselves  into  regiments,  chose  officers,  and 
provided  theipselves  with  horses  and  arms.  They  were  so  far  reconciled 
to  religious  differences,  that  they  were  willing  to  join  the  Episcopal 
heretics— to  forgive  their  old  oppressors  the  Highlanders,  and  even  to 
overlook  the  objection  of  the  King's  being  a  Papist,  trusting  to  the 
possibility  of  his  conversion,  or  his  having  Protestant  children.  In 
this  state  of  affairs,  had  the  Chevalier  effected  a  landing,  he  might  have 
set  himself  at  the  head  of  thirty  or  forty  thousand  men.  Lockhart^s 
Memoirs, 
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flMndente.  Thk  gaTe  a  deadi  blow  (o  tlie  h<q)es  of  the 
Pntsnder  and  his  party,  both  in  Scotland  and  France, 
aad  left  the  Allies  at  liberty  to  concentrate  their  efforts 
fiir  prosecnting  the  war  cm  the  Continent.  * 

Mcarch  20.  Hearing  great  and  good  news  this  day, 
.dbat  our  fleet  has  beat,  and  totally  ruined  the  French 
fleet  npon  the  coast  of  Scotland.  If  this  be  true,  I 
eimfess  I  am  in  a  wide  mistake  about  this  providence, 
and  the  design  of  it.  I  did  not  at  all  think  it  likely 
that  Providence  had  sent  out  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  th^  French  fleet,  and  taken  all  rubs  out  of  their 
way,  and  blasted  all  attempts  on  our  side  to  oppose 
tiiem ;  and  thus  (o  bring  them  to  the  coast  of  Scot* 
land  to  be  immediately  beaten  there.  I  was  of  opi- 
nion that  he  might  be  sent  there  to  be  a  aoourge  for 
a  wl^e  to  that  Island.  But  we  lore  Uind  creatiu'eB, 
and  Imow  nothing.  When  we  are  ezpeetfaig  God  to 
eome  one  way,  he  comes  in  another.  He  acts  in 
his  sovereignty,  often  disappointmg  our  expectalaoiis^ 
When  we  expect  him  in  a  way  of  mercy,  he  comes  in 
a  way  of  judgment ;  and  when  we  look  for  judgments, 
he  often  comes  in  mercy.  I  am  very  glad  to  be  dis- 
appointed this  way.  But  unless  the  Lord  gives  a 
spirit  of  grace  and  repentance,  all  these  mercies  will 
be  lost  upon  us ;  for  we  frequently  use  his  own  mer- 
cies to  fight  against  himself.  They  swell  us  with 
pride  and  insolent  boasting,  for  we  put  too  much  con- 
fidence in  fleets  and  armies.  O  Lord,  get  glory  to 
thyseli^  and  let  not  man  rob  thee  of  it. 

Mcsrek  ^.    By  this  day's  news  our  great  b<^>esa];« 


•  Bornet,  toI.  ii.    Lodchait's  Memoirs.    M«Fberson's  State  Papen, 
ToL  ii. 
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vanislied  into  smokeu  The  great  vietory  wliidk  we 
thought  so  sure,  amounts  only  to  the  taking  of 
ship.  I  suspected  we  were  triumphing  before  the 
tory,  and  always  thought  there  was  more  in  thk  pro* 
vidence  than  our  rational  reesoneni  would  see;  whb 
can  never  be  brought  to  IxkAl  above  probabilities  and 
second  causes. 

March  23.  Getting  bettor  c<mfirmation  of  our  go«d 
news,  and  the  French  king's  design  being  broken  wldok 
I  look  upon  as  a  surprising  act  of  the  divine  mercy«  / 

March  24.  Most  people  are  of  opinion  the  daaaig&r 
is  now  over ;  I  wish  it  may  be  so^  and  hope  it  is  sa. 
I  confess  I  was  expecting  confusion  and  war  in  Bri- 
tain ;  perhaps  a  mdancholy  cast  of  mind  leads  fiirther 
into  such  thoughts  than  I  am  aware.  Bat  several  gosd 
men  who  walk  dose  with  God^  and  observe  his  ponn 
vidences,  believe  that  troubles  are  awaiting  Britmsi^ 
and  these  by  the  Fraich;  Bfd  God^s  wags  are  mi 
our  tvays^  nor  his  thoughts  our  Axmgfi/ts. 

April  14.  This  day  bedng  appointed  by  the  States 
to  be  kept  a  &8t^ay  through  the  Seven  Frovinees^ 
to  implore  the  blessing  of  God  upon  their  arms  this 
campaign,  I  was  resolved  to  spend  the  morning  and 
forenoon  in  secret  prayer  at  home^  but  was  diverted 
from  it  by  business  I  could  not  shun.  O  Lmrd,  pity, 
and  acc^t  of  the  will  instead  of  the  form. 

April  18.  This  Sabbath  employed  in  seekii^  the 
blessing  and  presence  of  God  to  go  with  me.  I  ask 
not  great  things.  I  am  seeking  no  advancement,  nor 
making  court  to  any  man  for  favours  and  posts,  I 
only  beg  grace  to  hdp  in  time  cfneed. 

April  20.  Well  directed  in  business ;  getting  my 
horses  and  equipage  provided.^ 
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'  April  21.  I  am  sure  I  am  one  of  those  n^en  in  tbe 
world  that  owe  least  to  my  own  conduct  and  manage- 
ment, and  most  to  the  goodness  and  kind  Providence 
ai  God.  Lord,  make  me  thankful,  and  give  me  thy 
blessing  with  all  my  enjoyments. 

April  29.  Got  orders  in  the  morning  to  go  upon 
command  for  a  week.  Somewhat  troubled  at  this, 
for  it  is  the  most  terrible  to  me  of  all  my  employment, 
to  be  chained,  as  it  were,  in  hell  so  long.  I  could 
cheerfully  undergo  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  our 
trade,  to  be  free  of  that  shocking  company,  the  dregs 
and  scum  of  the  earth.  But  I  am  not  to  choose  my 
own  lot.     Thy  tvill  be  done. 

•  Going  out  to  my  post  in  the  afternoon,  I  found  that 
which  I  feared  was  come  upon  me ;  for  I  had  the  off- 
seoorings  of  the  garrison  along  widi  me,  both  officers 
and  soldiers,  most  abominable  vermin  whom  my  soul 
abhors.  O  Lord,  how  long  shall  I  dwell  among  men 
whose  tongues  are  set  on  fire  of  hell !  O  when  wilt 
thou  deliver  me  out  of  this  horrid  and  noisome  com- 
pany.    All  night  in  hurry  and  confusion. 

April  ^0.  Marching  all  day,  on  command  ^  and 
troubled  with  several  occurrences,  not  knowing  what 
course  to  take.  In  such  junctures,  I  find  my  mind 
is  so  conAised  that  I  cannot  apply  to  a  throne  of 
grace  with  any  distinct  thought  or  serene  mind. 

May  1.  One  of  the  worst  days  I  ever  had  in  this 
emplojrment.  My  mind  chafed  and  vexed  the  whole 
day  with  villany  and  abominations  of  all  sorts,  both< 
against  the  laws  of  God  and  man.  Cursing,  swear«- 
ing,  drunkenness,  robbing,  thieving,  mutiny,  &e.  I 
made  some  severe  examples  of  punishment,  but  was 
ill  assisted  by  some  officers,  who  rather  encouraged 
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the  villains ;  so  that  I  believe  I  shall  not  be  so  well 
liked  among  many  of  the  English;  but  I  shall  be 
glad  to  be  hated  by  such.  I  should  be  bad  enough 
before  such  beings  would  love  me.  O  Lord^  tfaoa> 
who  knowest  my  heart,  knowest  that  a  battle  would 
not  be  so  terrible  to  me  as  this  day  has  been  ;  but 
thou  seest  this  trial  needful  for  me.  Arrived  at 
Willebrook  in  the  afternoon ;  and  there  I  was  some- 
what relieved  of  this  sad  company,  by  getting  con«« 
veniency  to  live  by  myself  in  peace  and  quietness.    •  ^ 

May  3.  Marching,  and  making  some  more  ex- 
emplary punishments.  Retiring,  in  thought,  from, 
the  world,  between  hands,  to  converse  with  God.  I 
was  pretty  serene,  and  well  secured  with  what  I  had 
the  charge  of. 

May  4.  Marching  homeward  (to  Ghent,)  my  mind 
more  tranquil  than  it  has  been  since  I  came  out^ 
Riding  frequently  on  before  the  party  out  of  the 
noise  of  their  tongues. 

May  9.  I  bless  the  Lord  for  this  Sabbath  of  rest 
before  we  set  out.  I  know  not  when  I  shall  get 
another.  I  go  to  the  campaign,  trusting  in  thee^  O 
Lord,  and  hoping  in  thy  mercy.  I  am  free  from  all 
despondency  and  ill-boding  fears.  I  am  not  afraid  of 
dangers  or  battle ;  through  grace  I  shall  do  valiantly, 
I  am  more  afraid  of  the  snares  and  sin  of  the  wretched 
company  I  must  be  chained  to ;  but  thy  grace  can 
make  me  escape  that  pollution  also.  I  cheerfully 
leave  my  dearest  concern  upon  thee,  trusting  thoi* 
wilt  again  compass  us  about  with  songs  of  deliver**, 
ance.  Thou  hast  done  great  things  for  us,  and  thou 
canst  do  still  greater.  If  we  believe,  all  things  are. 
possible. 
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May  10.  I  never  went  out  of  the  garrison  more 
terene. 

May  11. '  We  had  an  easy  march,  and  reached  the 
camp  at  night. 

May  12.  Pretty  severe  march.  The  day  of  Ra* 
millies,  a  day  well  to  he  remembered  by  me. 

Mfxy  15.  Marching  all  day.  This  irregular,  camp- 
way  of  living  is  a  pleasure  to  many,  but  it  is  a  most 
vnpleasant,  hateful  life  to  me ;  and  only  because  of  ill 
company.  Otherwise  I  should  like  it  very  well,  for, 
I  bless  God,  I  keep  good  health,  and  am  no  way 
afiraid  of  the  dangers  to  which  this  way  of  living  ex- 
poses me.  Nay,  I  would  witihi  pleasure  fight  a  battle 
to-morrow,  if  I  thought  it  would  put  an  end  to  this 
war,  and  this  sad  way  of  living. 

May  19.  Resting  this  day,  and  busy  with  the  af* 
fidrs  of  the  regiment.  There  are  orders  to-night, 
that  this  day-week  there  shall  be  preaching  and  prayer 
through  the  army  to  implore  the  blessing  of  heaven 
upon  our  arms.  To-morrow  we  are  going  to  march, 
Ibr  we  hear  the  French  are  in  motion  some  way. 

May  22.  Orders  conung  unexpectedly  for  march- 
ing to  the  enemy.  We  are  observing  the  motions  of 
the  French,  and  must  take  our  measures  from  them ; 
whereas,  before  we  came  out,  we  thought  ourselves 
so  fitr  superior  to  them,  that  we  expected  to  find  them 
behind  their  lines. 

May  23.  A  sad  Sabbath  both  by  fatigue  and  ill 
company.  Marching  all  day  in  the  middle  of  msk 
English  army.  I  need  say  no  more  to  give  a  ntotioii 
what  a  hell  on  earth  it  is.  It  was  also  a  sore  day  for 
fidague,  for  we  marched  all  yesterday,  all  night,  and 
all  this  day.     There  was  a  constant  heavy  rain  most 
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of  4he  tune,  whidi  made  the  roads  very  bad,  and  the 
inarch  very  tedious.  We  were  sometimes  four  hours 
in  marching  half-A-mile.  I  was  thirty  hours  on 
horseback,  which  is  the  longest  time  ever  I  was  in  my 
fife,  either  the  last  war  or  this.  I  know  not  how 
things  will  turn,  but  I  think  there  are  appearances  cf 
a  batde ;  for  the  French  seem  not  to  shun  it  much,  if 
we  be  very  keen  in  conrtii^  the  occasion,  as  we  still 
pretend  to  be.  Lord,  I  commit  myself  and  all  to 
thee,  and,  through  grace,  will  be  very  easy,  come  what 
may. 

JUay  26.  Resting  these  two  days.  This  day  kept 
by  public  orders  through  the  army  for  preaching  and 
prayers.  Grant,  O  Lord,  the  English  army  be  not 
found  mocking  thee,  and  aggravating  their  own  guilt 
on  such  occasions,  when  there  is  not  so  much  as  the 
appearance  of  seriousness,  or  a  belief  that  there  is  m 
God  who  either  can  ^ve  or  mar  our  success.  Wo 
had  sermon,  and  I  retired  as  much  as  possible  from 
company.  O  Lord,*  let  me  be  among  the  Lots  that 
are  in  tl^  Sodom,  whom  thou  wilt  spare  in  the  dmf 
of  thy  wrath. 

May  28.  Taken  up  the  whole  fore^y  in  reviewc 
iBg  the  regiment.  Well  guided  and  directed ;  I  can- 
not but  see  the  kindness  of  Providence  in  every  thing. 
Last  winter  I  nearly  lost  all  my  horses ;  yet  I  have 
got  all  made  up  again,  and  better  provided  than  ever 
I  was;  and  equipage  better  than  most  of  my  station  in 
the  army.  May  I  have  graee  to  lay  myself  out  for 
bas  service  wiio  takes  such  care  of  me  and  all  that 
cmicems  me. 

May  29.  Diverting  myself  with  seeing  the  troops 
renewed.  We  are  here  a  hiEigo  army  if  God  be  wilii 
us ;  but  if  he  be  not»  wo  are  onii;  «o  woso^  ts^^^Dsck. 
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May  30.  Sabbath.  I  kept  my  tent  till  four  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  and  in  tlie  evening  heard  sermon. 
.  Jtme  1.  Attending  a  court-martial,  a  very  un- 
pleasant part  of  my  duty ;  prosecuting,  a  deserter  for 
his  life.  Yet  I  have  peace  of  mind  in  this  afiair,  for 
I  pardoned  this  same  man  once  before  for  desertion, 
and  recommended  him  to  mercy.  Now  Providence 
has  cast  him  in  the  way  again.  I  know  not  what  is 
tn  it,  but  all  God's  ways  are  holy  and  just.  He 
brings  mens'  sins  to  light,  and  malefactors  to  punish- 
ment, when  they  are  least  thinking  on  it ;  and  when 
men  punish  for  one  crime,  he  often  discovers  other 
crimes  in  them  for  which  sentence  of  death  hfia  passed 
against  them  in  heaven. 

June  2.  This  day  about  some  means  to  advance  a 
titulary  step  in  my  employment.  I  bless  God  I  am 
very  easy  whether  it  succeed  or  not.  I  have  enough^ 
and  far  more  than  I  deserve. 

June  4.  Awake  most  of  the  night.  I  could  not 
sleep ;  my  thoughts  being  taken  up  about  that  poor 
wretch  in  my  company,  who  is  to  die  tO-morrow  by 
the  hand  of  public  justice.  Serious  with  God  for  th« 
welfare  of  his  soul. 

•  Jtme  5.  I  attended  the  poor  creature  at  his  death, 
He  seemed  penitent ;  and  I  am  not  without  hopes  of 
him. 

.  June  8 — 12.  On  command  these  four  days.  Very 
Biarmy,  bad  weal^her.  I  am  never  easy  among  a  club 
of  English  officers ;  but  I  have  got  all  the  English 
sent  from  me  to  other  parts,  and  I  keep  the  Germans ; 
for  they  are  not  such  bold  profane  sinners,  and  do  not 
«wear  so  much ;  and  when  they  do,  it  does  not  make 
my  flesh  creep,  or  sound  in  my  ears  with  that  jicllisb 
ringing  echo  that  EnglkU  o«i\bA  d<(K 
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«Am6  15.  This  day  I  was  witK  the  Duke  in  his 
quarters  on  business.  i 

Jw^d  16.  In  the  forenoon  the  Electoral  Prince  of 
Hanover  (afterwards  King  George  IL)  came  along 
the  line ;  we  drew  out  without  arms. 

June  20.  Sabbath.  No  sermon.  We  are  here  a 
great  army ;  but  what  do  we  signify,  we  are  chained 
and  fettered  as  it  were,  that  we  cannot  stir  to  the 
right  or  die  left,  backward  or  forward,  without  dis- 
advantage. 

June  22.  We  have  accounts  that  Prince  Eugene 
is  to  join  us  in  two  days. 

June  24.  We  marched  at  two  o'clock  this  mornings 
the  enemy  also  being  upon  their  march.  Between 
four  and  five  in  the  evening  we  came  within  sight  of 
them ;  and  they  advanced  as  if  they  designed  a  battle. 
We  took  post,  as  the  Generals  thought,  to  the  best 
advantage,  and  lay  at  our  arms  all  night,  having 
orders  to  be  ready  in  the  morning  for  the  attack.  I 
ooaunitted  myself  to  God^  believing  he  can  keep  me 
as  safe  in  a  battle  as  in  my  chamber  in  a  garrison. 

June  25.  But  when  the  light  appeared,  we  found 
the  enemy  were  marched  off;  and  that  their  design 
was  not  to  fight,  but  to  give  us  the  go-by,  and  possess 
themselves  of  Ghent,  which  they  have  done.  I  com-^ 
mit  my  dear  concern  there  to  thee,  O  Lord.  Keep 
her  in  perfect  peace,  for  I  trust  we  shall  yet  praise 
thee. 

June  26.  There  is  great  appearance  of  action  sud- 
denly. ^ 

June  27.  Concerned  for  the  present  posture  of  our 
affairs,  and  somewhat  anxious  about  the  surprisal  of 
Ghent. 
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Jtme  28.  Marclied  at  two  in  the  moniin^,  a  tedi- 
ous march.  We  camped  about  ihiree  dmes  in  Ae 
eFening  for  a  feint,  and  then  marched  all  niglit,  which 
was  great  fatigue  to  the  army.  Our  mistakes  afid 
weakness  ^ve  us  trouble.  What  a  Tain  tiling  is  man, 
and  the  wisdom  and  courage  of  man !  He  who,  one 
day,  performs  great  actions  and  is  eztoUed  as  more 
tiian  man,  the  next  is  as  much  decried  and  guflty  of 
great  blunders.  We  have  still  a  prosit  of  sudden 
action  if  the  enemy  defend  what  they  have  got. 

Jtme  29.  A  fatiguing  march  to  retrieve  our  past 
mistake.  Passed  the  Dender.  In  all  probability  it 
will  be  retrieved,  and  the  French  will  <{Uit  what  tiiey 
have  taken.  It  seems  to  be  Kttie  dse  tiian  a  piece  c»f 
vanity  and  gasconade. 

June  30I.  This  is  anotiier  great  Efoetnezer  of  mtf 
1^  to  be  added  to  Hodbstet,  Bamillies,  &o.  We 
fought  the  Fronefa,  and,  by  the  great  mercy  ef  €kMi^ 
beat  them.  I  was  fibendly  supplied  with  eomrsgB^ 
resolution,  and  a  calm  mind«     AB  is  the  ^Jt^QotL  • 

Tlie  losses  and  fatigues  of  the  Alfies  were  eomp^fi* 
Mted  1^  the  decisive  battie  of  Oud^uu*d,  to  wMch 
the  Diary  idludes.  The  town  irom  which  this  vietorf 
takes  its  name,  stands  on  the  Scheldt,  tiiirteen  miles 
soudi  of  Ghent  Being  the  only  pass  on  timt  riveir 
which  was  left  to  the  AlUes,  the  French  had  the 
vanity  to  suppose  they  could  reduce  or  take  it  ferf 
surprise,  as  they  had  done  Ghent  and  Bruges ;  mni 
thus  completely  intercept  a  T«y  important  line  of 
communication.  But  these  projects  were  defeated  by 
tiie  diligienee  and  eztramidinary  expedition  of  the  Con- 
federates, who  came  upon  them  on  the  SOth  so  unex* 
pectedly,  that  they  hesitated  much  whether  to  retire 
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or  Yemtare  an  engagement.  The  CotniHtaderB-m** 
Chiefi  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Veiodome,  dk9fei«i 
in  their  opimons.  Botb  were  meliaed  to  retreat ;  but 
the  ardour  of  the  younger  offioers,  who  had  more  fiiv 
than  prudence,  induced  the  finrmer  to  declare  £or 
hatde,  and  the  hitler  to  aubmit  with  reluetance.  Tliia 
nrreaolution,  which  continued  until  three  in  the  aftei^ 
Bocm,  the  Allies  did  not  £ul  to  tiam  to  their  advaa* 
tage. 

The  attack  commenced  with  the  cavalry,  befove 
most  of  the  iafiantry  had  time  to  form  or  reajdh  the 
place.  It  was  obstinately  contested  by  both  sides; 
and  about  -seven  o'dook  the  actiim  became  genet«l 
Aroughont  tibe  whole  &ie*  The  enemy  findiag  them* 
selves  diaigied  so  determinedly,  fled  in  the  utmost 
oon&isioB,  having  lost  above  14,000  menu  Hm 
daughter  woidd  have  baeia.  nttibli  giieaiter,  and  fiMt 
pnbaffi  wovid  hasvt  escaped^  liad  not  night  put  ittn 
and  to  ihe  carnage,  and  pneveaftied  all  {mrsuit;  ^ 
dbrkMss  rendering  it  impos«ble  to  distbiguish  Ine^ 
from  foes.  The  fugitives  amde  a  scattered  retreat  to 
GUient,  which  they  reaofaed  early  «ext  morning.  Tho 
Confederates  i^maiited  on  the  spot  all  night  under 
arms,  ignorant  as  yet  of  iSm  extent  of  thdr  victory. 
Their  loss  was  very  inconsideraUe,  scarcely  exceed* 
lag  in  all  2000  men.  The  fihare  Major  Blackadei^s 
regiment  had  in  fins  victory,  and  his  reflectioBS  on  the 
ooeaaion,  we  shell  oontinne  in  his  owa  words. 

JIaieSO.  Tlie  batde  began  about  five  in  the  aftefw 
noon,  and  lasted  till  night  put  a  screen  of  darkness 
between  us  and  them;  and  thereby  saved  liiem,  in 
aU  probability,  from  as  great  a  defeat  as  ever  diegr 
got.     The  bttfctle  came  by  aorprise,  for  we  kad  no 


320  LIFB  OF  COL.  BLACKADER.  CHap.  xit. 

thought  of  fighting  through  the  day.  My  frame  was 
more  serene  and  spiritoal  than  ordinary.  My  thoughts 
were  much  upon  the  103d  Psalm,  which  I  sung  (in  my 
heart)  frequently  upon  the  march.  Our  raiment, 
properly  speaking,  was  not  engaged  in  the  attack; 
but  what  was  worse,  we  were  obliged  to  stand  in  ecUd 
blood,  exposed  to  the  enemy's  shot,  by  which  we  had 
several  Idlled  and  wounded,  for  there  was  heavy 
firing  for  about  two  hours.  Throughout  the  whole 
course  of  it  I  was  constantly  engaged,  sometimes  in 
prayer,  sometimes  in  praise,  sometimes  for  the  public, 
sometimes  for  myself.  We  lay  all  night  upon  the 
field  of  battle,  where  the  bed  of  honour  was  both 
hard  and  cold ;  but  we  passed  €ke  night  as  well  aa  the 
groans  of  dying  men  would  allow  us ;  being  thank- 
ful for  our  own  preservation.  I  was  mercifully  mp^ 
plied  with  the  comforts  of  life,  and  wanted  nothii^ 
good  for  me.  We  marched  again  by  day-break^  and 
formed  our  lines,  the  enemy  making  still  some  ap- 
pearance; but  it  was  only  their  rear-guard,  whidi 
was  easily  repulsed ;  so  we  returned  to  our  camp.  X 
went  again  through  the  field  of  battle,  getting  a  leo*' 
tnre  on  mortality  from  tiie  dead.  I  observe  this  of 
the  French,  that  dhiey  are  the  most  easily  beat  and' 
oowed  of  any  people  in  the  world,  did  we  but  second' 
Providence  in  pushing  them  when  the  opportunity  is 
put  in  our  hand.  Arise,  O  Lord,  and  let  tidne 
enemies  be  scattered.  Let  tiie  fruits  of  our  victories) 
be  the  advancement  of  Christ's  kingdom  on  the  earth. 

Jidy  3.     Marching  to  Toumay. 
i   July  Ai.     Marching  towards  Lisle.     We  are  got 
within  the  enemy's  lines,  and  they  seem  to  have  shut 
themselves  up  so,  that  their  army  runs  the  risk  <^  ba- 
il^ lost  if  we  act  vigorously. 
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.    Jvly  5.    Employed  in  demolishing  the  French  lines. 

This  was  in  accordance  with  the  resolution  taken 
immediately  after  the  battle,,  that  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
bmrough's  army  should  pass  the  Lys,  and  level  the 
enemy's  lines  between  Ypres  and  Wameton,  to  inter- 
.cept  the  retreat  of  the  French  in  that  direction. 
IMbantiiBe  the  Dukes  of  Burgundy  andVenddme^  being 
Bomewhat  recovered  from  their  late  consternation, 
sent  a  detachment  of  10,000  men  on  a  fora^g  expe- 
dition itito  Dutch  Flanders,  to  bum  and  plunder  the 
oounlry  by  way  of  reprisals. 

Jtdy  6.^    I  went  in  the  afternoon  to  take  a  view  of 
the  French  lines.     There  are  strange  turns  of  Provi- 
dence this  campaign.     The  French  are  got  into  our 
■«duntry,  and  we  are  in  theirs.     They  are  closed  up 
by  the  canal  (between  Bruges  and  Ghent,)  so  that  by 
'  remaining  there^  they  run  the  risk  of  lodng  their 
^  army.     But  yet^  so  long  as  they  stay,  we  can  get  no- 
thing done  here.     O  Lord,  guide  and  direct  our  Ge- 
neral, and  thy  presence  be  with  us ;  then  canals,  ram- 
parts, walls,  &c.  shall  be  levelled  like  the  walls  of 
•  Jericho.     Give  us  courage  and  conduct,  as  thou  has 
.  imit  upon  them  a  spirit  of  terror  and  panic  fisar.    Let 
.  this  be  the  time,  in  thy  wise  and  holy  dispensations, 
for  unriddling  that  dark  providence,  the  French  tyrant. 
;  Waste  him,  as  he  has  wasted  thy  church ;  get  glory 
i^on  him  as  thou  didst  upon  Pharaoh.     For  this 
.  cause,  I  trust,  thou  hast  raised  him  up. 

July  7.     My  dearest  concern  is  now  in  th^  nddst 

.  of  the  enemy  (at  Ghent ;)  yet  she  is  kept  safe  and 

.  in  peace.    They  are  fettered  and  restrained  as  the 

Ikms  in  Daniel's  den,  that  they  can  do  no  harm :  Yea 

they  are  made  to  befriend  and  proieeti  ^h«%i«&. 
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pected  tbey  would  plunder.  Let  others  take  this  for 
chance  or  for  their  generosity ;  I  take  all  as  mercies 
from  thee^  O  Lord.  Thy  promise  is  accomplished, 
That  when  a  man's  ways  please  the  Lord,  he  maketk 
even  his  enemies  to  be  at  peace  with  him,-«-and  who 
shall  harm  you,  if  ye  be  the  followers  of  that  which 
is  good  ?  Praying  for  the  downfdi  of  the  French 
tyrant  and  of  Antichrist  O  let  the  time  come  when 
Ihou  wilt  avenge  the  blood  of  thy  servants.  Let  the 
cry  of  the  soiils  imder  the  altar  come  up  and  be  heard 
by  thee  (Rev.  vi.  9.)  Let  all  this  great  assembly  know 
that  the  battle  is  the  Lord's,  and  that  he  saves  not  by 
sword  or  by  spear. 

Jwty  8.  This  day  kept  by  public  orders  througk 
the  army,  a  thanke^ving  for  our  victory,  and  a  fsu- 
de-jai  at  night. 

^kUy  11.  Anxious  about  my  wife,  how  she  maybe 
disposed  of.  Though  enemies  have  been  res1a*ained 
from  doing  harm ;  yet  I  kiK>w  not  but  it  »  her  duty 
to  leave  the  place,  and  go  back  to  Holland  where  she 
may  enjoy  the  gospel  and  kind  friends. 

July  14.  Got  orders  to  march  from  the  army.  We 
decamped  at  three  in  the  aftemora,  and  marqbed  all 
night  We  have  had  more  fatigue  and  night  mai^tes 
this  campaign  already,  then  we  had  all  the  last  war. 

Jtify  15.  We  have  been  fuU  twenty*four  hours 
under  arms  marching,  and  the  horses  as  long  ua4er 
their  loads.  There  was  an  a]^)earance  of  action  too, 
and  of  an  advantage  on  e«r  side  of  taking  a  place 
and  a  body  of  thehr  troops  in  it,  but  it  turned  to  small 
account  Whether  we  acted  prudei|dy  or  not,  I  shall 
not  say:  It  does  not  beoome  me  to  blame  Generals, 
but  to  4fbey» 
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Jidy  IT.  After  a  day's  rest,  we  marched  again  at 
twelve  at  night,  and  came  at  six  next  miMrning  to 
Leuse.  We  are  much  farther  advanced  into  the  enem]^ 
country  than  ever  we  were,  either  last  war  or  this. 
It  appears,  now  when  we  are  upon  the  spot,  that  we 
might  have  attacked  the  enemy  here  the  other  day 
witib  success :  hut  men  are  wisest  behind  hand,  and 
human  prudence  cannot  foresee  all  things.  We  are 
kept  very  busy  in  preventing  the  town  from  being 
plundered. 

Jidy  18.  SMMiJu  Dining  abroad,  and  too  long  en- 
gaged in  company.  I  wish  I  had  dined  on  bread  and 
water,  rather  than  been  in  conversation  so  foreign  to 
a  Sabbath. 

Jtdy  23.  Marched  this  day  back  to  our  camp,  and 
so  our  expedition  ends.  It  is  certain  we  might  have 
done  more  than  we  have  dcme ;  but  all  things  are  or* 
dered  by  an  over-ruling  providence.  Tlw  French 
save  themselves  often  by  our  weakness  and  mistakes^ 
Since  I  returned,  I  have  got  accounts  that  my  wife  is 
gone  for  Holland,  to  her  friends  at  Rotterdam. 

This  expedition  was  commanded  by  Comfit  TiUy, 
who  had  orders  to  penetrate  into  the  French  territiv 
ties,  and  lay  the  country  under  contribution.  The 
body  of  troops  they  attacked,  was  a  detadmient  of 
800  cavalry  of  the  Duke  of  Berwick's  army,  of  which 
ft  considerable  number  was  either  killed  inr  taken. 
There  were  1400  infantry  in  Leuse  who  made  tfaeii' 
escape;  bftt  in  Major  Blackader's  oj^mon^theyn^iit 
have  been  all  cut  off  or  made  prisonen^ 

Augvjst  \*  Sdbbaiiu  But  we  are  so  far  firomknow-i- 
ing  it,  or  seeing  any  marks  of  it  here,  that.it  is  raor^ 
like  hdl  than  any  other  day.     O  bow  is  grsxcft^vtMiiiA 
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in  this  dry  barren  land  of  Popery,  and  idolatry,  and 
wickedness.  How  long  shall  I  be  banished  from  the 
gospel  and  Christian  conversation. 

August  8.  The  army  was  drawn  out  in  the  morn- 
ing to  review  before  the  Prince  of  Hesse-Cassd,  and 
King  Augustus  of  Poland ;  and  this  is  the  first  time 
I  recollect  of  our  reviewing  on  a  Sabbath  these  twenty 
years  by-gone.  Lord,  pardon  our  sin,  that  we  reptrd 
the  day  so  little.  I  hept  in  my  tent  all  the  afbemo<m, 
and  shunned  company. 

August  12.  Short  march  over  the  Scheldt.  There 
will  be  an  action  again  if  the  enemy  attempt  to  relieve 
Lisle. 

August  15.  Sabbathi  At  night,  hearing  of  some  im- 
morality in  the  tegiment  among  the  oflBcers,  I  went 
to  bring  them  to  order.  They  thought  I  was  unreal 
sonably  passionate  and  severe  in  the  matter;  I  will 
not  say  but  my  own  fiery  spirit  mixes  itself  with  my 
reproofs  on  these  Occasions.  But  I  was  provoked, 
and  I  hope  it  Was  zeal  against  sin,  for  I  had  no  self- 
interest  in  being  angry,  or  prejudiced  against  any  of 
them.  Their  abominable  practices  vex  me,  (the  officers 
I  mean)  for  I  think  they  grow  daily  worse,  aiid  more 
impudently  shameless  in  vice. 

August  21.  Marching  forward  to  cover  Lisle^  \idiich 
is  under  siege. 

August  23.  I  went  this  day  into  Ihe  treBche0  and 
batteries.  The  French  are  come  up  this  night  close 
to  us,  and  give  out  that  they  will  fight  lis,  and  relieve 
the  town ;  so  that  there  is  all  appearance  of  a  battle^ 
and  like  to  be  the  most  deliberate  one  we  hav6  ever 
•fou^t.  May  the  Lord  of  Hosts  be  upon  our  side^ 
and  go  before  us  as  our  Captain.  Let  the  fruit  of  all 
this  be  the  advancement  of  his  honour  and  glory. 
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Augud  24.  The  army  drew  out  and  formed  the 
line  of  battle,  and  made  all  the  necessary  dispositions 
to  receive  the  enemy,  whom  we  expected  to  attack  us; 
but  they  came  not.  They  were  lying  close  by  us,  and 
we  wwe  alarmed  twice  or  tiiriee  by  them.  They  do 
not  think  fit  to  attack  us,  for  Prince  Eugene  has 
joined  us  from  the  si^e. 

Auffugt  27.  At  night  there  was  an  attack  made 
upon  the  counterscarp  of  Lisle.  I  went  up  to  the  top 
of  a  wind-mill  to  see  it  at  a  distance.  Serious  all  the 
time  in  prayer  for  success.  We  know  not  how  it  has 
gone,  but  we  hope  all  is  well.  The  close  firing  lasted 
about  two  hours.  I  went  back  after  all  the  company 
Was  gone  to  the  top  of  the  mill,  and  sat  alone  some 
time  in  meditation.  Next  morning  we  heard  that  the 
counterscarp  was  taken,  and  the  loss  not  very  great. 

Atigtist  31.  Employed  all  this  forenoon  in  perfect- 
ing our  trenches.  At  two  o'clock  the  enemy  appeared 
inarching  towards  usi  We  ran  to  arms,  and  took  post 
behind  our  retrenchments.  About  four  the  French 
had  raised  a  battery  of  twenty-dx  pieces  of  small 
cannon,  and  played  upon  our  lines,  but  with  little 
eiFect. 

Sq^ember  L  We  lay  at  our  arms  all  night,  Expect- 
ing they  would  attack  us  by  break  of  day.  But  we 
were  disappointed,  for  they  only  continued  to  can- 
nonade us  as  the  day  before,  and  to  as  little  purpose. 

September  2.  We  had  no  disturbance  from  them 
this  day,  and  we  are  persuaded  they  have  no  mind  to 
attack  us  here  if  they  can  do  any  thing  else.  It  is 
the  Lord  that  gives  us  a  spirit  of  firinness  and  resolu- 
tion, and  takes  it  from  them  that  they  dare  not  ven- 
ture a  battle. 
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SepUmbet  V.  The  skge  proves  very  tedious  and 
troublesome.  The  French  army  have  now  got  be- 
tween us  and  Brussds. 

The  siege  of  Lisk  was  by  fax  the  most  remarkable 
that  had  happened  since  the  reduction  of  Namur* 
This  city  was  the  capital  of  French  Flanders,  and 
second  to  Paris  in  wealth  and  impiMrtance.  Its  situa- 
tion amidst  pools  and  marshes-^ts  immense  merchan- 
dise and  extensive  maritims  power,  made  it  the  Venice 
of  the  Netherlands.  Art  and  nature  bad  done  every 
thing  to  render  it  impr^naUe.  There  Louis  had  ex*' 
pended  the  vast  resources  of  Us  treasury,  and  the 
engineer  Vauban  «serted  his  utmost  skill.  Marshal 
Bimfflers  was  the  Governor,  and  it  was  filled  with 
troops  that  composed  aa  army  instead  of  a  garrison4 
A  more  than  ordmary  value  was  set  upon  the  ^aee, 
and  the  possessors  made  eonreqponding  preparations 
to  defend  it.  They  looked  upon  any  attempt  to  re- 
duce it  as  a  rash  and  h<^less  enterprise,  and  boosted 
they  would  compel  the  Allies  to  abandon  the  siiage 
without  striking  a  blow.  But  tiie  Allies  were  not  to 
be  deterred  by  these  threatening  predictions ;  and  on 
the  13th  of  August  the  city  was  invested,  on  one  side 
by  prince  EugMie,  and  on  the  other  by  the  Prince  of 
Ora^e-Nassau.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  witii  the 
main  army  coirered  the  siege.  Botii  parties,  in  ex- 
pectation of  the  greatest  obstinacy  and  resolution,  had 
concentrated  upon  Lisle  all  the  strength  and  talent 
6f  their  armies.  The  fame  of  the  si^e  attracted  illus- 
trious strangers  to  the  spot,  among  whom  were  the 
King  of  Poland,  and  the  Landgrave  of  Hesse,  to  share 
in  the  dangers  ^nd  the  glory  of  so  bold  an  enterprise. 

On  the  22nd  N.S.  the  trenches  were,  opened,  and 


for  6btt6eii  dayB  the  benegers  caotkiued  to  tMtttcir  the 
Umu  with  100  pieces  of  cannon*  A  larg#  IbrMcb  in 
the  wall  was  ^Beetedyspoi  the  diteb  timmt  fified  wifli 
th^  ndmu  Oil  l!ke  '^fth  of  September  pffeftati^em 
wei%  made  for  stoiming'  tii0  comt^gfcarp^  trUeb^  wm 
earned,  but  with  eonndeimbki  loss;  the  ett^t^hath^ 
kept  up  a  tremendous  fire,  and  destroyed  great  nettth- 
beftohjtiiesfmigiiigofniifieg*^  Dtiriag'alllShlsfime, 
as  the  Writer  of  the^  Dkry  hm  attrady  ia&nfmei  tor, 
the  French  eoii4»iued  to  amuse  the  eo^erif^  amiy  of 
the  Alties^  willi  marches  mA  coHfttet-^ttrehes^  omI 
ftiiit»  of  attack.  Bat  dbey  had  as  real  ifflention  to 
engage ;  their  oh^eet  was  to  &%ucp  the  troops,  and 
retard^e  siege.  F^ieeitdng  thH  the  thAe  of  Meath 
borough  caused  in(^ncfai!M»ts  to  be  thrown  up  in 
front  of  the  snasy^  which  secured  them  i^afaist  any 
sodden  sur|»ise|  and  permitted  detachments  to  be 
sMit  oecasionally  to  the  camp  befere  Lisle.  One  of 
dMS0  parties  was  sent  under  Mbgor  Bbckatief^  who 
had  the  honeur  t^  eonMntaod  at  the  attack  art  the 
TenAlte,  the  13th  ei  September,  O.  S.  Of  thk  assadh 
he  has  giv«n  a  more  llian  oxdkiary  mterestmg  and 
\Mty  account; 

September  1 1.  Ordered  on  command  this  a(^i;emoon 
With  40l>  grenadisrs^  to  go^  upon  some  attack  at  the 
stegssi  I  was  easy  and  cahu^  cemmittittg'  myself  to 
God.  This^  is  no  surprise  to  me,  for  I  have  been  lay- 
ing n^  account  with  it ;  for  sonce  the  commencement 
of  the  siege,  (t^ioagh  our  regiment  was  not  there,)  I 
have  had  constant  impressions  thait  I  should  have  a 
share  of  some  attack  or  othor  before  it  ended.  So  it 
is  God  that  ^mmands  me  there.  I  take  the  order 
th>m  him,  and  not  the  Brigade-Major.    We  were  so 

o2 
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late  in  arriving,  that  the  attack  is  deferred  till  to-^ 
morrow,  and  we  are  sent  to  Marquett  Cloyster  to  lodge 
all  night.  We  lay  down  upon  the  beds  prepared  fot 
the  soldiers  that  may  be  wounded  upon  the  attack; 
and  probably,  by  to-morrow  at  this  time,  many  of  us 

bones. 

In  the  morning  (Sabbath)  I  was  serious,  in  view  <^ 
the  hot  and  dangerous  service  we  are  to  be  employed 
on  at  night.  Yet  I  was  very  easy  still,  supplicating, 
grace  to  do  my  duty  every  way,  and  believing  I  may 
be  as  safe  as  in  my  own  chamber.  We  got  orders 
that  We  are  to  attack  the  counterscarp.  I  went  into 
one  of  the  chambers  of  the  Qoyster  aloiiej  and  took 
out  my  Bible  and  read  over  several  comfortable  pro- 
mises, such  as  Joshua  i.  9.  2  Samuel  viii.  6.  14.  1 
Chron.  v.  20«  Psalm  xviiL  xxxiL  7,  8.  Ix.  24.  Isaiak 
xl.  29,  30,  3L  xH.  10. 13, 14.  xliiL  to  the  5th  verse. 
I  sung  the  9l8t  Psalm.  When  I  had  done^  and  was 
walking  up  and  down,  I  cast  my  eyes  upon  the  chim- 
ney-piece. There  was  a  coat-of-arms,  and  the  motto 
BEUs  FORTiTuno  MEA,  (God  is  my  strength.)  .  I  laid 
bold  of  that,  and  was  strengthened,  and  encouraged 
myself  in  the  Lord. 

We  marched  into  the  trenches  about  twelve  o'doek. 
.  There  my  thoughts  were  not  so  distinct,  being  fotigufidij 
and  my  spirits  dissipated.  I  went  up  and  down  to 
see  where  our  attack  was  to  be^  Prince  Alexander  of 
Wirtemberg  came  in  about  four,  made  the  dispositions^ 
and  gave  us  our  orders.  When  he  posted  me,  he  badtf 
me  speak  to  the  grenadiers,  and  tell  them  that  Ae 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Prince  Eugene  expected 
they  would  do  ^  they  had  always  done*— chaise  thc^ 
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French ;  and  that  it  was  better  to  die  there,  than  to 
make  a  Mae  step.  I  answered,  ^^  I  hope  we  shall  all 
do  our  duty ;"  so  he  shook  hands  with  me,  and  went 
away. 

.  Near  seven,  the  signals  being  given  by  all  our  can- 
non and  bombs  going  off  together,  I  gave  the  word 
upon  the  right.  Grenadiers^  in  the  name  of  God  attack  ! 
Lnmediately  they  sprung  over  the  trenches,  and  threw 
their  grenades  into  the  counterscarp;  but  they  fell 
into  some  concision.  I  then  ordered  out  fifty  more 
to  sustain  them,  and  went  out  myself,  and  in  a  little 
time  I  got  a  shot  in  the  iu*m.  I  felt  that  the  bone  was 
not  broken ;  and  all  the  other  officers  being  wounded, 
I  thought  it  my  duty  to  stay  still  a-while,  and  en- 
courage the  grenadiers  to  keep  their  warm  post. 
About  a  quarter  of  an  hour  afterwards,  the  fire  con- 
tinuing very  hot,  I  got  another  shot  in  the  head.  I 
Aen  thought  it  was  time  to  come  off.  Both  these 
shots  were  so  merdfiilly  directed,  that  there  is  not  a 
bone  broken ;  and  I  still  say,  notwithstanding  these 
two  wounds^  that  God  put  a  hedge  round  about  me, 
and  gave  his  angels  cha^  over  me.  The  nice  order- 
ing of  the  bullets  to  touch  there,  and  go  no  deeper,  is 
to  me  a  clear  proof  of  it ;  and  that  he  only  wounds 
to  make  me  a  greater  monument  of  mercy  and  kind- 
ness. I  had  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  get  out  of  the 
trenches  in  three  hours  space.  I  was  mercifully  pro- 
vided for  at  night  with  a  good  bed,  a  house,  and  good 
company.  I  rested  well,  although  my  wounds  broke 
out  and  bled  in  the  night. 

September  13.  Most  of  this  day  was  taken  up  with 
visits ;  our  kind  officers  coming  to  see  me.  I  wrote  to 
jnj  wife ;  the  Lord  support  and  comfort  h^i^ «xA\si^^ 


390  ^  LIFE  OW  CCUU  BIACKAHSa.  GOAP.  XtF* 

ber  diiid^  for  lite  goodneis  to  me.  Next  4lay  I  rode 
tp  Jtfeiuii  w  Feiy  good  htmiA^  aad  v«r]r  easf  •  I  am 
wM.  piWYidad  with  good  quarters,  an  excellent  physic 
cian,  and  expert  surgeon.  Lord,  be  thou  my  physi- 
cian;  Ihy  merdes  are  great  to  me;  £»r  most  of  die 
oAer  officers  that  were  with  me,  tarn  now  lying  gcoan* 
ing  with  broken  bones. 

September  IS.  Our  regimevtmardied  through  diis 
town.  Still  visited  by  oar  kind  officers,  and  my 
womids  easy« 

Sefdember  IT.  I  was  sent  lor  to  cee  an  officer  wiio 
was  on  the  attack  with  me,  who  is  \nsry  weak,  aad 
lying  in  great  torment  O  how  thankM  should  I  Im 
that  I  mm  so  tenderly  dealt  with*  Next  day  I  was 
sent  for  again  to  see  the  same  gentbmao,  hot  eve  Ig«i 
there  he  was  dead.  May  the  Loud  be  «  &ther  txi  Us 
poor  wife  and  children. 

Sesp^em&er  20.  There  are  more  «f  oar  officers  csom 
in  wounde<|  at  this  late  aotiott  down  the  eoutry, 
where  <3od's  goodness  has  been  rery  great  to  ns  in 
ginng  OS  victory,  though  they  were  maie  tlian  two  to 
one.  He  has  been  peculiarly  mereiftd  to  our  reginoient; 
there  is  not  a  man  killed  or  wounded  tbtt  was  with  it, 
exc^  one  officer  who  had  his  finger  diot  through. 

The  action  here  alluded  to  was  the  battle  and  vic- 
tory of  Wynendale,  gained  on  the  17th  O.5.  by  a  de- 
tachment from  the  Duke's  army.  In  this  action 
CdUmel  Preston,  with  a  detachm^it  of  the 
Be^ment.  '^  Its  object  was  to  hinder  <he  enemy  from 
intercepting  a  convoy  of  ammunition  and  BritiBh  troops 
which  were  landed  at  Ostend  for  the  use  of  the  siege. 


*  Iie4i«icd)'^ol.lU  v«7^* 
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To  prev^eot  this  cammunieation,  the  French  had  laid 
the  greater  part  of  the  country  between  Ostend  and 
Nieaport  under  water^  by  cutting  the  dykes  at  Leff- 
inglien*  All  their  arts,  however^  proved  fruitless ;  and 
during  the  action  at  Wynendale  the  convoy  marched 
ondii^urbed,  and  in  a  few  days  reached  the  camp  be- 
fore Lisle.  In  this  engagement,  the  Confederates  had 
nc^  more  than  6000  men,  while  the  enemy  was  com- 
puted at  nearly  24,000.  Thie  loss  of  the  former  was 
about  900,  and  of  the  latter  above  6000. 

September  21.  My  wound  is  notat  all  painful,  ccm- 
■Jdaring  the  place  where  it  is,  the  elbow,  where  the 
roots  of  the  tendons  and  ligaments  of  the  hand  and 
feigers  are  collected. 

September  22 — ^25.  Continuing  quiet  and  easy; 
though  this  day  I  have  had  more  pain  in  my  wound 
Hian  for  several  day«.  Hiey  have  made  a  small  inci- 
sion, and  enlaig^d  the  wound  in  my  head  lest  matter 
(dionld  lodge  about  it;  and  because  it  runs  more  dian 
they -would  have  it. 

September  26.  Sabbath.  All  night  tod  all  this  day 
there  is  nothing  but  noise  and  hurry  of  marching. 
Hie  army  is  going  through  this  town,  down  &e  coun- 
try again  towards  Bruges,  (to  r^ulse  the  French  who 
Wifflre  making  another  attempt  to  cut  off  communicap- 
tion  witli  Ostend.)  Probably  there  may  be  another 
action  in  a  few  days.  This  campaign  has  still  astrai^e 
drumly  aspect;  our  enemies  are  compas&^ig  us  about, 
while  we  are  wasting  ourselves  before  the  town.  O 
Lord,  be  upon  our  side ;  let  our  extremity  be  thy  op- 
portunity. My  wounds  are  mending  well,  and  I  have 
still  many  people  coming  to  visit  me. 

October  2.    My  condition  is  lees  ettdl  tbasi  Tfi»x)s<^ 

Ob 
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others  that  I  see  in  this  town*  Lord,  sanctify  thy 
providence  to  those  poor  creatures,  officers  and  sol- 
diers, who  are  lying  here  under  thy  hand  wounded. 
I  cannot  be  thankful  enough  that  I  recover  so  well 
and  have  so  little  pain,  considering  that,  by  the  wound 
in  my  arm,  several  tendons  are  broken  and  bruised ; 
yet  I  have  the  use  of  my  hapd  and  fingers  as  well  as 
I  could  desire.  An  unhappy  accident  has  fallen  out 
in  the  regiment. 

October  5.  I  was  calm  and  serene  through  the  day, 
but  at  night  put  out  of  order  by  a  dismal  melancholy 
object  in  the  same  house  with  me — a  poor  gentleman 
who  is  wounded,  and  has  gone  perfectly  mad  and 
furious,  and  is  forced  to  be  tied.  He  blasphemes 
God  in  his  fits,  and  is  a  most  terrible  instance  of  the 
judgment  of  God. 

October  6.  The  poor  creature  is  growing  worse 
and  worse :  he  tears  open  all  his  wounds,  continues 
to  blaspheme,  and  is  likely  to  die  so.  It  is  a  dreadful 
and  heart-rending  spectacle. 

October  19.  God  is  the  hearer  of  prayer.  He  heals 
the  diseases  and  distempers  both  of  soul  and  body.  I 
have  had  sweet  experience  of  both.  He  sweetens  jny 
temper  by  his  grace  into  a  thankful  contented ,  frame, 
and  he  eases  the  pains  of  my  body  also,  for  I  have 
been  in  trouble  by  the  tooth-ach.  I  was  directed  to 
the  use  of  means,  and  I  take  this  as  much  from  God 
'  as  if  he  had  healed  me  with  his  hand,  or  as  Christ  did 
to  poor  sinners  in  the  days  of  his  flesh  on  earth. 

While  the  Major  continued  at  Menin  he  was  at- 
tacked by  a  malignant  fever  with  inflammation,  which 
however  did  not  prove  dangerous.  His  wounds  being 
perfectly  cured,  he  began  to  think  of  rejoining  the 
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regiment,  and  on  the  13th  of  November  he  returned 
to  Lisle.  ^'  Should  I  be  a&aid,"  says  he,  ^^  to  go 
back,  where  I  have  one  of  the  greatest  preservations 
of  my  life  ?  It  is  my  duty ;  and  I  will  go,  trusting  to 
that  promise,  /  tiHll  never  leave  thee  nor  forsake  thee. 
The  very  sight  of  Lisle,  instead  of  fear,  should  stir 
me  up  to  songs  of  praise  to  my  great  Dieliverer." 

By  this  time  Lisle  had  surrendered,  having  sus- 
tained an  obstinate  siege  of  two  months,  and  pr^ 
sented  difficulties  which  nothing  but  the  greatest  ill* 
trepidity  and  perseverance  could  have  overcome.  The 
citadel,  however,  held  out  two  months  longer,  and 
did  not  capitulate  until  the  10th  of  December.  While 
these  operations  were  going  on,  the  enemy  b^an  to 
annoy  the  Confederates  in  a  diflFerent  quarter :  finding 
it  impossible  to  intercept  convoys  from  Ostend,  they 
laid  si^e  to  Brussels,  which  was  invested  by  the 
Elector  of  Bavaria,  and  resolutely  defended  by  Ge- 
neral Pascal  the  Commandant,  who  compelled  the 
Elector  to  abandon  the  siege  with  the  loss  of  3000 
men.  This  sudden  retreat  of  the  besiegers  was  un- 
expected, but  occasioned  by  the  intelligence  that  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Prince  Eugene  had  passed 
the  Scheldt,  and  were  on  their  march  to  relieve  the  city. 

The  passage  of  the  Scheldt  was  d^med  an  ex- 
traordinary feat,  the  banks  being  strongly  fortified 
with  lines  which  had  cost  the  enemy  nearly  three 
months  in  erecting.  But  the  Allies  conducted  their 
march  with  such  secrecy  and  expedition,  that  they 
crossed  the  river  in  a  moon-light  night,  while  the 
French  were  sleeping  securely  in  their  intrenchments. 
When  the  alarm  was  given  in  the  morning,  their 
pnly  thought  was  to  provide  for  theix  ^<^\?j^  "sacA^ 
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setting  fire  to  their  huts  and  barracks  they  fled  with 
precijatation.  The  Confederates  hnng  upon  their 
rear,  and  pursued  them  till  dark,  dispersing  and 
killing  vast  numbers  of  them*  The  Duke  went  to 
Brussels,  and  Prince  Eugene  returned  to  the  si^e, 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  conclude  by  the  capitular* 
tion  of  the  citadel.  The  surrender  of  Lisle  was 
speedily  followed  by  the  reduction  of  Ghent,  the 
abandonment  of  Bruges,  and  the  retreat  of  the  enemy 
within  their  own  territories,  which  closed  the  im- 
portant transactions  of  this  campaign.  Major  Black- 
ader's  regiment,  it  appears,  was  on  the  expedition  to 
the  Scheldt,  though  he  himself  was  not  witib  them, 
beii^  yet  unable  to  imdergo  much  fatigue. 

October  14.  Things  look  rather  with  a  dark  and 
melancholy  aspect  at  present,  and  we  know  not  well 
what  hand  to  turn  to.  Our  regiment  got  sudd^i 
orders  to  march  away,  and  there  is  great  appearance 
of  action  quickly. 

October  16.  I  went  out  in  the  afitemoon  and  viewed 
the  breach  in  this  town,  and  the  place  whefre  I  got 
my  wounds.  The  goodness  of  God  to  me  is  very 
great.  It  was  by  his  mercy  that  I  was  not  killed  or 
wounded  this  day  by  a  cannon*ball  from  the  citadd, 
while  walking  in  a  street  where  I  did  not  apprehend 
danger.  The  bullet  came  hard  by,  and  battered  upon 
the  wall  close  beside  me.  They  mark  expressly  at 
o£Bicers.  O  Lord,  let  me  not  forget  thy  mercies.  I 
would  have  had  no  peace  to  have  been  wounded  in 
this  manner,  where  I  had  no  call.  We  have  got  the 
agreeable  news  this  afternoon  that  we  have  beat  the 
French  from  the  Scheldt,  though  we  have  not  yet  the 
partioulais. 
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Odtcber  Yi.  Our  gi)od  news  k  eottfirmed.  Tbe 
French  have  made  bat  very  little  <^ppod(ion  to  ue  in 
passing  the  Scheldt.  Hdp  us,  Lord^  to  improve  this 
victory  to  better  purpose  than  we  haTQ  done  severdi 
others,  both  as  Christians  and  as  soldiers^  for  we  have 
felled  in  both.  Thou  lettest  not  our  foes  triumph 
over  us,  though  they  compassed  us  about  like  bees^ 
and  boasted  they  would  famish  and  starve  u»  here. 

October  18»  Our  regiment  came  in  to  the  town  this 
evening.  This  success  that  we  have  got  is  the  Lord's 
doing,  and  wonderful  in  our  eyes»  The  FVench  have 
been  fortifying  these  posts  on  the  Scheldt  these  two 
mottths,  and  made  them  so  strong  that  they  boast^ 
they  would  starve  us;  yet  the  Lord  hath  so  trifceii 
heart  and  hand  from  them,  that  they  suffered  us  to  pass 
at  all  the  pkoes  we  attempted,  without  opposition. 

OelJober  20.  In  the  afternoon,  I  went  out  ahme  to 
tbe  ^ace  wherel  got  my  wound,  and  desired  to  i^ffor 
up  the  sacrifice  iA  praise  to  God  for  my  merciful  de«- 
liv^Tinoe,  with  a  thankful  heart. 

October  34^  Kept  as  a  day  of  thanksgiving  and  joy 
for  beating  the  French  from  the  Scbeiitj  and  relieve 
ing  Brussels.  The  Duke  never  fails  to  give  thanks 
after  victory  and  success.  But  these  things  are 
mocked  and  ridiculed  in  our  army.  I  usually  ob- 
serve, that  the  greatest  Atheists  among  us  despond 
most,  and  are  most  sunk  when  things  go  cross. 

October  26.  I  took  a  resolution  to  go  down  the 
country  with  the  first  escort  I  can  get,  and  made  all 
ready  accordingly.  On  the  morrow  we  were  sur-* 
prised  with  the  agreeable  accounts  that  the  citadel  had 
hung  out  the  white  flag,  and  they  are  capitulating. 
We  did  not  expect  it  sp  soon.     God  is  ver^  VisiA.  \i^ 
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US,  and  his  Providence  has  been  wonderfully  favour- 
able to  us  this  campaign,  so  as  to  be  taken  notice  of 
even  by  the  graceless  creatures  in  the  army.  On  the 
29th  I  went  into  the  citadel,  and  saw  the  interview 
between  two  great  men.  Prince  Eugene  and  Marshal 
Boufflers.  I  thought  it  all  ceremony  and  compliment, 
and  no  reality. 

October  30.  I  left  Lisle ;  desiring  to  be  very  thank- 
fiil  for  the  goodness  and  mercy  I  have  met  with. 

The  Major  was  now  on  his  return  to  Holland,  by 
way  of  Oudenard,  Dendermond,  and  Antwerp.  On 
the  1st  of  December  he  left  Courtray,  and  came  to 
Oudenard.  Here  he  reviewed  with  emotions  of  gra- 
titude the  field  of  battle.  Next  day  he  continued  his 
journey  to  Alost,  where  he  arrived  very  late.  The 
town  was  so  ftdl,  that  he  and  his  escort  were  almost 
obliged  to  lie  in  the  streets,  and  could  get  no  other 
accommodation  than  ''  a  sort  of  a  lodging  among  the 
canaille  in  a  soldier's  house."  On  the  2d  he  arrived 
at  Dendermond ;  and  in  two  days  came  to  Antwerp, 
On  the  6th  he  set  out  by  water  to  Rotterdam,  which 
he  reached  on  the  8th,  and  was  cordially  welcomed  by 
all  hi3  friends. 


CAMPAIGN  EIGHTH.  387 


CHAPTER  XV. 


CAMPAIGN  EIGHTH,  1709. 


Events  of  the  Campaiga— -Major  Blackader  joins  his  Regiment — 
Siege  of  Tournay— Battle  of  Malplaquet— Letters— Surrender  of 
Mons— Major  Blackader  made  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

The  most  distinguished  achievements  of  the  Allies 
this  year  were  the  reduction  of  Tournay  one  of  the 
strongest  towns  in  Flanders ;  the  battle  of  Malplaquet 
or  Blaregnies ;  and  the  recovery  of  Mons.  The  cam* 
paign  did  not  open  until  the  ^mmer  was  far  advanced, 
owing  to  the  extreme  backwardness  of  the  season  and 
the  negotiations  for  peace,  which  proved  inefFectuaL 

Major  Blackader  did  not  leave  Rotterdam  until  the 
middle  of  March.  He  was  in  the  covering  army  at 
the  siege  of  Tournay,  and  present  at  the  battle  of  Mal- 
plaquet ;  and  from  the  great  loss  of  officers  sustained 
at  this  latter  place,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel.  Proposals  for  his  advancement, 
it  would  appear,  were  made  before  the  opening  of  the 
campaign,  but  more  by  the  instigation  of  friends  than 
his  own  desire ;  for  his  honours  were  urged  upon  him, 
and  always  shunned  rather  than  sou^hU     \xl  x^« 
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ference  to  this  he  observes,  (January  4).  J  I  went  to 
court  this  morning,  and  spoke  to  the  Duke  about 
something  that  others  rather  push  me  to,  than  I  have 
any  great  bensel  for  myself.  I  bless  God  who  makes 
me  so  easy.  I  have  more  already  than  I  deserve.  I 
am  never  troubled  with  ambitious  thoughts  of  rising 
and  growing  great.  I  should  be  very  unthankfcd  if  I 
were  not  well  content  with  my  lot.  I  leave  all  to  the 
disposal  of  Providence.  Maris  heart  deviseth  his  ways, 
but  the  Jjord  directeOi  his  steps. 

January  9,  Extremely  cold  weather.  Thankful  for 
so  many  of  the  comforts  and  accommodations  of  life 
which  I  have  this  severe  season. 

February  9.  Now  the  time  is  coming  about  that  I 
must  be  thinking  on  another  campaign,  to  launch  out 
again  into  new  dangers — new  fatigues  and  difficulties. 
If  I  look  to  them  upon  this  side,  That  now  I  am  grow- 
ing old,  strength  and  natural  endowments  not  so  vigo- 
rous as  before,  this  would  make  me  melancholy.  But 
I  look,  by  faith,  to  the  other  side ;  God  is  the  strength 
of  my  life,  he  is  my  shield  and  buckler,  my  fortress 
and  my  high  tower.  When  young  jnea  faint  aandfail^ 
they  that  tvait  upon  the  Lord  shall  renew  their  strengih^ 
His  grace  is  still  sufficient ;  I  tan^t  to  this  as  my  only 
refuge,  my  prop  and  plight-anefaor. 

February  28.  The  severity  of  the  storm  still  fain* 
ders  our  going  up  to  Ghent.  Here  we  enjoy  every 
comfort,  while  others  are  pinched  with  excessive  oold 
and  want.     Lord  pity  them,  and  make  us  gratefiil.  * 

•  This  is  said  to  have  been  the  severest  winter  then  remembered* 
The  frost  was  so  intense,  that  in  less  than  twentj-fonr  hours,  rivers 
w&e  coDgeaiM  so  as  to  bear  loadfid  waggons ;  the  bcrseft  tet  wers 
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March  12.  Making  ready  to  go  away.  I  observe 
Providence  seemed  to  point  out  several  ways  of  our 
going  up  to  Flanders,  and  has  still  disa{^inted  these 
again  and  stopt  us. 

Morck  14.  This  day  we  Idl  Rotterdam.  Good  ac- 
commodation in  the  yacht. 

Mmck  16.  We  came  safe  to  Sas,  and  next  night 
arrived  at  Ghent.  No  sooner  were  we  come  off  the 
water,  than  a  great  storm  came  on  which  continued 
all  night.  Here  I  joined  the  regiment ;  and  was  busy 
going  about  making  visits. 

March  26.  I  dined  with  the  General ;  but  I  find 
there  are  temptations  in  great  men's  company  that 
much  overbalance  all  the  advantage  we  can  get  from 
tb€^  good-will. 

April  15.  I  went  upon  command  this  day,  and  gol 
pretty  well  through.  I  was  well  accommodated  at 
night,  ccmsidering  circumstances,  for  the  poor  soldiers 
had  nothing  but  the  heavens  above  them,  and  it  wa» 
a  very  <^ld  night. 

May  11.  There  was  a  talk  of  peace,  but  now  we 
hear  it  is  all  blown  up,  and  we  are  making  ready  for 
a  vigorous  campdgn.  I  was  employed  all  the  morn- 
ing, from  five  o'clock,  in  exercising  the  regiment. 

May  15.  Sabbath.  Taking  a  review  of  my  last  cam«« 
paagn.  God  has  been  the  hearer  of  prayer  to  me, 
both  for  the  public  and  for  myself.  The  hopes  of 
peace  increase  again.  Lord,  send  peace  and  truth  to- 
gether. 


frozen  to  the  ground ;  most  of  the  cattle,  sheep,  and  birds  perished. 
Great  quantities  of  snow  fell,  and  the  storm  continued  for  three  months. 
A  backward  aeasony  and  a  general  scarcity  waa  the  cQoaAQ^\s«ft« 
Bomervm^s  JBuiory,  p.  920. 
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May  25.  All  the  news  this  day  say  that  the  peace 
is  blown  up :  That  the  French  King  refuses  to  sign 
the  preliminaries.  This  makes  me  thoughtful  and  de- 
jected. Yet  I  hope  it  shall  be  for  the  confusion  of 
that  tyrant,  if  God  harden  his  heart  to  reject  peace. 
It  is  also  talked  that  he  is  plagued,  as  Herod  was,  with 
vermin,  (Acts  xii.  23.)  and  it  will  be  a  just  judgment, 
for  he  has  permitted  divine  attributes  to  be  asserted 
to  him  on  several  occasions.  I  had  entertained  some 
hopes  that  I  should  not  dwell  any  more  in  the  tents 
of  wickedness;  but  now  that  peace  is  set  aside,  it 
makes  me  serious  in  the  view  of  launching  out  again 
into  new  storms.    The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done. 

Jutm  6.  I  have  been  busy  about  the  regiment,  and 
going  among  several  of  our  Generals,  This  moriiing 
we  marched  out  of  the  garrison. 

The  Confederate  Army,  to  the  number  of  110,000 
men,  had  now  assembled  between  Courtray  and  Me- 
nin.  As  the  French  were  strongly  posted  in  their 
neighbourhood,  some  detachments,  in  which  Major 
Blackader's  Regiment  appears  to  have  been,  were 
sent  out  to  reconnoitre  and  examine  the  enemy's  camp. 
The  position  being  deemed  too  advantageous  to  ren-» 
der  an  attack  practicable,  the  si^e  of  Toumay  was 
instantly  resolved  upon.  The  troops  deqamped  at 
night  without  beat  of  drum,  and  as^  the  resolution  had 
been  kept  secret,  they  were  surprised  to  find  them-^ 
selves,  next  day^  under  the  walls  of  Toumay,  which 
they  invested  without  giving  the  enemy  time  to  re- 
inforce the  garrison. 

June  10.  We  have  here  the  best  army  that  ever 
we  had  in  this  coimtry ;  and  if  God  be  the  Captain  of 
our  host^  it  will  give  us  weight,  and  strength,  and 
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success.  We  have  two,  perhaps,  the  best  Generals  in 
the  world ;  but  we  ought  not  to  trust  in  prince's  nor 
in  men's  sons.  We  had  a  fatiguing  march  which  con-* 
tinned  from  fiv^  in  the  morning  till  five  at  night,  and 
very  bad  roads, 

t7k»6  16.  We  marched  yester-night  at  eight  o'clock, 
all  mght;  a  wearisome  fetiguing  march  till  four 
o^cIock  this  day.  We  are  also  muc;h  surprised  and 
disappointed,  for  we  believed  all  the  night  that  we 
were  marching  straight  up  to  attack  the  French  army, 
or  to  take  some  pai^  upon  them,  so  as  to  oblige  them 
to  move  and  quit  their  strong  retrenchments.  But 
instead  of  that,  we  are  marching  straight  to  Toumay, 
and  investing  it  to  besiege  it.  For  my  own  share  X 
would  more  heartily  have  gone  to  attack  the  enemy, 
and  was  hopeful  God  would  have  delivered  them  into 
our  hands.  I  wish  our  Generals  had  seconded  Pro- 
vidence, when  he  gave  us  such  a  favpurablis  opportu- 
nity. We  boast  of  170  battalions,  and  280  squadrons. 
It  may  be  as  in  Gideon's  case,  this  is  too  many  for 
Grod  to  work  by,  lest  we  be  proud  and  s^y.  Our  great 
army  brought  us  deliverance.  I  got  very  good  ac- 
commodation at  iiight  in  a  cottage. 

June  20.  This  morning  again  vexed  with  the  im- 
morality and  scandals  committed  by  some  in  our  so- 
ciety. I  immediately  punished  them  so  far  as  mili- 
tary law  allows.  I  know  I  get  ill-will  among  many 
of  the  officers  for  this  way  of  dealing;  but  I  will 
glory  in  it.  I  bless  God  I  hate  no  man's  person,  it  is 
only  their  vices.  Lord,  give  me  zeal  for  thee,  and  let 
not  passion,  or  humour,  or  any  thing  of  self  mix  with 
itp,  I  went  in  the  afternoon  to  view  Tournay  with 
spme  company,  pretty  near  their  guards,  and  they 
&«a  sanie  cannon  at  us. 
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J%me  28.  Taken  up  about  securing  ourselves  h«e 
in  our  post,  wherein  I  thought  I  observed  too  mu^ 
anxiety  and  care.  I  would  not  n^lect  any  necessary 
care  or  means;  only  I  would  keep  my  mind  easy. 
If  the  Lord  watch  not  over  us,  all  our  guards  are 
vain ;  and  we  have  this  promise,  That  his  angdl  en- 
camps round  about  those  that  fear  him.  I  was  busy, 
and  abroad  late  at  night  posting  guards.  It  is  really 
unnatural  judgment-like  weather ;  heaven  frowning 
upon  us,  threatenii^  famine.  I  rode  out  in  the  afti»>- 
noon  with  company  to  see  the  si^e.  They  fired  some 
cannon  at  us,  and  one  of  their  bullets  lighted  within 
a  few  yards  of  me:  but  I  look  upon  nothing  as  com- 
ing by  chance. 

June  SO.  Hiis  day  twelvemonth  was  the  bBttle 
of  Oudenard,  a  day  never  to  be  foigetten  by  me.  X 
kept  at  home  all  day,  serious  and  meditali]^  on  &e 
goodness  c^God. 

Julg  1.  Quiedy  em^yed  about  the  regiment. 
Too  late  in  company,  and  failing  hot  in  debate  and 
dkpute.  O  where  i^all  I  enjoy  the  benefit  of  good 
company,  that  may  do  me  good  and  not  eviL  I  desire 
now  in  every  debate  to  be  found  im  the  side  of  tmth, 
religion,  and  virtue.  Long  ago  I  used  to  dispute 
pto  and  do^,  for  argument's  sake ;  but  it  is  not  right. 
By  taking  always  the  side  against  sin,  vice,  and 
error,  zeal  is  strengtheied. 

July  8.  I  went  this  evening  through  the  trenches. 
I  bless  God  who  preserves  me  in  my  outgoings  and 
inc(»nings.  On  the  one  hand,  I  desire  not  to  value 
my  life  more,  or  to  think  dangers  greater  than  they 
are ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  I  would  not  let  mercies 
and  deliverances,  even  the  smallest,  pass  stupidBbf 
wiiiiout  taking  notice  of  lilbsni)  «&  ^i!te  tfisnXi  ^^jm!^  4a^ 
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InTtdved  all  night  in  a  multitude  of  promiscuous 
company*  But  they  put  tlie  conversation  on  such  a 
footing,  either  by  swearing,  profane  talking,  banter- 
ing, (HT  some  impiety  or  other,  that  I  can  take  little 
part  in  it.  To  reprove  would  be  needless,  and  to  join 
lliem  issinftiL 

J'idy  17.  There  has  been  an  attack  made  on  the 
town  these  two  nights ;  and  this  morning  (Sabbath) 
we  got  an  alarm  just  before  our  sermon  began,  at  llie 
time  of  sin^ng  the  psalm.  It  came  to  nothing ;  but 
we  had  no  sermon  all  day. 

My  19.     Yesterday  our  recruits  and  officers  from 

'vidiBg  Hiem,  which  prospered  well.  I  am  always 
ghd  when  my  oompamomi  aw  kept  from  kmdling 

tanasti  as  the  proverb  says,  makes  JBomo  homim  bqnu* 
Julf  20.  This  day  I  have  taken  home  aa  old  ser* 
vaat  who  has  been  wandering  dirmigh  Spam,  Por- 
tugal,  and  France,,  tfaew  five  years;  and  Providence 
has  at  last  farooght  him  back  to  my  hand  like  the 
prodigal.  We  are  now  masters  of  Toumay,  (the 
town,)  and  they  are  going  to  put  on  ngw  regiments  to 
llie  siege  of  the  citadel,  which  probably  will  bring  the 
next  siege  of  a  town  to  our  door.  But  I  am  not 
anxious  about  any  of  these  things.  No  General  can 
send  me  till  Providence  sign  the  order. 

July  24.  Day  appointed  by  public  orders  as  a 
thanksgiving  for  the  reduction  <tf  Toumay.  I  went 
into  the  town  and  had  another  preservation,  for  a 
cannon-ball  grazed  just  before  me ;  but  fortunately  I 
saw  it  bounding  ere  it  came  my  length ;  so  I  stopt 
and  it  passed  close  by  me. 
jhvmi9.    We  were  reviewed  Yyy  \)M«a 
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men,  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Prince  Eugene. 
All  went  very  wdl.  Our  regiment  appeared  in  good 
order  and  full. 

August  18.  Our  siege  (he  observes  in  a  letter,  of 
this  date,)  goes  on  slowly,  and  in  the  dark  under-- 
ground.  I  have  not  yet  been  near  it,  and  need  not 
wish  it  over  except  for  the  sake  of  the  public ;  for 
when  it  is  over  our  &tigue  will  probably  begin,  if  a 
cessation  of  arms  prevent  not.  But  I  cannot  with 
any  ground  flatter  you  with  that,  for  indeed  I  know 
nothing  of  the  matter,  either  for  or  against ;  and  they 
that  are  much  more  conversant  with  great  men  than 
I,  and  think  they  know  their  secrets  know  as  little.  I 
pray  the  Lord  ^nd  it  in  his  own  good  time ;  for  these 
countries  have  much  need  of  it.  There  is  a  great 
mortality  among  the  boors  through  the  country,  oc- 
casioned, no  doubt,  by  the  fieunine,  and  scarcity,  and 
unwholesome  food  they  are  forced  to  eat^  ^d  as 
pestilence  often  treads  upon  the  heels  of  fEunine,  so  we 
are  getting  mekncholy,  and  alarming  accounts  of  the 
plague  being  in  several  places  in  Oermany,  and  some 
say  in  France. 

AuguM  19.  On  command  these  two  days,  but  easy. 
My  time  was  divided  between  my  duty  and  charitable 
offices,  for  there  are  in  this  castle  above  fifty  poor 
boors  sick,  and  starving  for  hunger.  I  assisted  them 
as  much  as  I  could,  and  I  bless  God  who  ^ves  me  a 
heart  to  do  it. 

These  charitable  offices,  and  the  nature  of  his  com. 
mand,  are  explained  more  at  large  in  a  letter. 

Sabbath^  August  21. 

I  went  out  upon  command  on  Thursday  last.     It  is 

the  Arat  I  have  had  since  the  business  of  Lisle,  which 

is  now  very  near  a  twelvemcnaAx*   \^»  ^^  vol  «us^ 
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poBt.     I  was  in  a  castle  guarding  the  horses  of  the 
drmy  grazing,  and  stayed  there  two  dayd.     I  had  not 
a  British  man  with  me,  which  I  was  Very  well  pleased 
with ;  for,  indeed,  I  think  them,  generally  spdakin^,  the 
worst  companyinthe  army.  Theyhaveaheaven-daring 
boldness  and  effrontery  in  sin  beyond  other  men,  with- 
dut  any  shame ;  and  that  impudent  pertness  in  wicked- 
ness, and  boasting  of  it,  is  the  humour  I  most  abhor 
of  any  thing.     I  lived  very  pleasantly  and  quietly 
with  two  Prussian  captains^     But  there  I  had  melan- 
choly spectacles  of  misery  before  my  eyes  every  mo- 
ment    The  boors,  about  a  hundred  of  them,  had  re- 
tired in  there  for  shelter  and  protection ;  and  of  these 
there  were  between  fifty  and  sixty  lying  sick,  by  rea- 
jBon  of  the  unwholesome  food  they  are  obliged  to  use. 
The  want  of  bread  is  alarming;     I  agisted  them  what 
I  could ;  I  caused  bily  bread  about  a  pistole's  worth, 
and  distributed  among  them;  and  I  gave  my  littie 
bottle  of  orange-water  to  some  that  were  worst.     I 
thought  it  the  best  bestowed  of  all  that  I  have  made 
use  of  yet.    There  is  great  reason  to  fear  a  plague  in 
this  country.    War,  fiunine,  and  pestilence  do  fre- 
quentiy  follow  each  other.    But  for  all  these  things, 
we  are  wickedly  hardened  in  sin,  and  will  keep  back 
nothing  which  our  vanity  and  lusts  crave,  to  relieve 
our  feUow-creatures.    The  great  ones  of  the  earth 
will  set  themselves  to  fight  against  Providence,  and 
against  nature,  and  when  the  hand  of  God  is  lifted 
up  they  will  not  see  it.    But  when  his  judgments  are 
on   the   earth,  the  inhabitants  thereof  shall  learn 
righteoiisaess. 

The  Lord  preserve  and  bless  you.    I  am  thine. 

To  Madam  Blackader,  care  ^  Serjeant  J.  lUA.d,\ 
of  Colonel  Preston*8  Regiment,  Ghent.        \ 
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August  23.  The  citadel  capitulated  this  morning* 
The  siege  of  the  town,  as  we  have  8een»  lasted  alxmt 
three  weeks,  but  the  citadel  stood  out  a  mouth  longer. 
From  the  regularity  of  its  fortifications,  and  the 
strength  of  its  out- works,  it  was  reekoned  one  of  the 
strongest  in  Europe.  The  progress  of  the  besiegers 
was  much  retarded  by  being  oUigied  to  adopt  the  slow 
and  laborious  method  of  sapping;  the  enemy  ha¥ing 
wrought  all  the  ground  into  nnnes,  whieh  rendered  it 
imsafe  to  approach  from  the  hazard  ei  escplosioa. 
Every  step  they  took  was  ufider  the  apprritensiMfe  ai 
being  blown  into  the  air.  HoetilitieB  were  carried 
on  chiefly  luder  ground,  and  in  total  darkness.  In 
counter-mining,  it  fre^ently  hajqp^ied  ihsA  ad¥eise 
parties  met  and  fought  with  thek  shovek^  spagda%  and 
piek-axes»  In  these  subterraneouik  attaek%  Hm  Ibt- 
siegers  had  to  contend  with  new  and  a^jppalling  dan- 
gers. They  were  sometiaotes  crushed  by  the  falHag 
in  of  the  earth,  or  destroyed  by  the  epringii^  of  the 
mine.  Great  numbers  perished  itt  this  majuier.  Abeive 
400  were  killed  m  asingle  explosion.  Sometimes tbey 
were  inundated  with  water  lirikick  the  gfrnetm^  le^  in 
up(Hi  then]^  Off  sufibeated  with  the  smoket  c^  s^btaw  or 
hemp  and  gm^-powder.  Yet  netfadng;  eonld  le^^vess 
the  gallantty  and  perseT^ei»aiee  oC  ths  asniSdUM^  XhAf 
eotifironted  these-  bidden  tcarrors  witb  the  greatest  i^ 
jBolution^,  and  mad»  themselves  mafi^bera  of  the  eitidel 
althougk  they  bad  lost,  during.  Ham  inege^  above.  404M) 
men. 

In  the  redactjoni  of  the  town  M^^^  SIfMJradfif  w«b 

not  employed,  though  occasionally  a  speetatcNf.     He 

was  stationed  with  his  re^ineot  in  the  neighbourhood, 

where  they  had  remained  peaceably  in  their  camp 

above  two  moiitlSNu    TVm}  iw^sb^  %wa^  Wir^^rers  to  be 
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called  into  aetiTity,  and  snstam  a  part  in  one  of  the 
most  obstinate  and  bloody  battles  that  had  occurred 
in  the  whole  coarse  of  the  war. 

Upon  the  surrender  of  Toumay,  the  next  deHbera^ 
lioiB  was,  either  to  besiege  Mens,  or  force  the  enmny  to 
an  mgagement ;  both  of  which  took  place,  and  in  both 
tibe  Allies  were  successful.  Marshal  Villars,  suspect- 
ii^  their  design,  had  advanced  with  the  French  army 
aa  ftr  as  Malplaquet  in  the  vicinily  of  Mons^  where 
lie  had  chosen  a  camp  of  great  natural  str^igth  which 
was  augmet^ied  by  sev^al  lines  and  trenches*  Each 
of  his  wings  was  defended  in  front  by  a  de^  thidc- 
wood,  the  left  being  covered  by  the  wood  of  Sart,  and 
the  right  by  that  of  Lagniere*  Hie  centre  was  posted 
on  the  open  ground  in  the  middle,  with  the  cavalry 
bdind.  Thk  poftition  was  so  advantageous,  that  to 
hazard  an  attack  was  reckoned  a  very  rash  and  du- 
bious enttt-prise.  The  Allies^  liowever,  made  tte  at- 
tempt, and  afiker  an  ei^;i^eiiiefit  which  lasted  nearly 
six  hours,  they  purdhased  the  name  of  victory  at  the 
Expense  of  18,000  men ;  the  loss  on  both  sides  bd»g 
nearly  equal.  The  two  armies  lay  for  twa  days  in 
their  camps,  adjoining  each  other ;  the  Dukeef  Mavl- 
boim^h  having  deferred  the  attack,  in  expeetaticm  of 
aome  detachments  which  he  had  ordered  from  Teor- 
nay,  and  the  blockade  of  Mods*  These  joined  him 
on  the  morning  of  the  battle.  We  wm-  return  to  the 
narrative  in  the  Diary,  whick  is  given  aisome  lengA, 
and  shews  with  what  ardour  and  anunation,  troops 
inured  to  conquest  will  &ce  the  most  discouraging 
obetadet. 

August  24.     We  marched  (from  the  camp  near 
Tounuiy)  this  mormng  at  three  o'dock,    W%  VsMcm 
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not  where  we  are  going;  some  say  to  beside  Mdn% 
some  say  to  the  French  lines.  Gro  where  we  will,  I 
commit  all  to  God.  We  had  a  bad  march  by  reason 
of  the  rainy  weather.  It  was  a  bad  night,  and  I  was 
ill  accommodated,  lying  in  a  soldier's  tent  wet  and 
cold.  But  I  have  no  cause  to  complain,  considering 
the  good  accommodation  I  have  had  hitherto  all  Hds 
campaign.  In  two  days,  and  after  a  long  march,  we 
encamped  near  Mons.  We  expected  tb  hare  rested  a 
day,  and  prepared  ourselves  for  the  siege;  but  we 
have  got  sudden  orders  to  march,  the  French  army 
appearing  near  t6  us  on  their  march,  so  we  expect  to 
come  to  action.  I  pray  for  strength  and  courage  to 
discharge  my  duty  in  my  post.  We  lay  at  our  arms 
all  this  night;  , 

August  27.  Expecting  a  battle  to-morrow.  I  am 
no  way  afraid;  I  trust  not  to  my  own  strength  or 
parts,  but  to  the  Lord  of  Hosts ;  through  him  I  shaU 
do  valiantly.  Next  morning  we  marched  in  line  and 
order  of  battle.  But  about  ten  o'clock,  we  got  notiee 
that  the  French  were  gone  o£f  again,  and  that  their 
design  was  not  to  fight.  I  was  uneksy  at  this  aa  a 
.  disappointment.  This  wad  not  out  of  vanity  to  diew 
mysielf,  for  God  knows  I  have  no  reason  to  boast  of 
self. 

August  29.  The  enemy  being  now  near j  we  marched 
suddenly.  In  the  afternoon  they  came  in  view^  and  our 
line  of  battle  was  formed  and  posted;  They  are  in 
strong  ground.  They  raised  batteries,  luid  played  upon 
us  with  their  eannoil.  There  was  not  a  place  in  the 
whole  line  so  much  exposed  as  where  our  raiment, 
and  two  or  three  m6re  stood;  and  we  hftd  consider- 
able loss.    Many  a  cannon-ball  came  very  near,  but 
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fie  gave  his  angels  charge  over  me.  Thou  art  my 
siield  and  buckler.  This  I  trusted  in,  and  repeated 
tiQVers^  times  when  I  saw.  the  canncm-balls  cimiing 
stodght  towards  me,  as  I  thought;  but  the  goodness 
of  God  let  none  of  them  touch  me*  This  night  was 
«n  unpleasant  uneasy  night  to  our  regimrait,  for  they 
have  wanted  luread  these  five  daysi  and  are  faint.  It 
was  a  cold  wet  night,  and  we  lay  at  our  arms.  I  laid 
me  down  and  slept  somid,  for  God  sustained  me ;  and 
I  am  not  afraid  of  ten  thousands  that  ^et  themselves 
against  us  round  about. 

August  30.  Next  momii^  we  expected  to  have 
been  saluted  by  break  of  day  vidth  their  batteries^  as 
last  night;  and  we  hud  our  account,  if  we  stayed 
upon  the  same  spot  of  ground,  with  having  a  third  of 
our  regiment  killed  and  wounded,  for  the  General 
would  not  allow  us  to  draw  back  our  men  a  little 
way  behind  a  risii^  ground  that  covered  us.  But 
God  in  mercy  prevented  us ;  for  th^  enemy  bad  drawn 
off  their  cannon  from  that  place,  and  did,  Aot  trouble 
us  all  the  day.  In  the  afternoon  an  extraordinary 
thing  happened.  The  Fr^eh  officers  and  <HirS)  as  if 
it  had  been  concerted  between  them,  went  out  be- 
tween the  two  camps,  and  conversed  with  one  another, 
and  caUed  for  their  acquaintances,  and  talked  together 
as  friends,  as  if  there  had  been  a  cessation  of  arms ; 
but  it  was  broken  off  by  Ihe  Generals  on  both  sides. 
i  was  unwell  all  night  by  reason  of  t|ie  cold,  and  bad 
diet  1  had  got  these  days  by-gone. 

We  have  got  an  order  this  night,  that  we  are  to  at- 
tack the  enemy  to-morrow  by  break  of  day.  I  will 
both  lay  me  down  in  peace,  and  sleep,  for  thou.  Lord, 
only  makest  me  to  dwell  in  safety.    I  never  was  more 
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serene  and  easy.    Early  in  the  morning,  (the  31«l) 
we  attacked  the  enemy  in  their  camp^  a  strong  cainp, 
and  strongly  intrenched  by  two  dayd  working.     We 
fought)  and  by  the  metcy  and  goodness  of  Qod^  haTe 
obtained  a  great  and  glorious  victory.    Hie  battle 
began  about  seven  o'clock,  and  continued  till  neai' 
three  in  the  afternoon.    It  was  the  most  deliberate, 
solemn,  and  weU  ordered  battle- that  ever  I  saw,— -a 
noble  and  fine  disposition,  and  as  nobly  executed. 
Every  man  was  at  hi«  post ;  and  I  tiever  6aiv  trooped 
engage  with  more  cheerftdness,  boldness,  and  resolu- 
tion.    In  all  the  soldiets*  faces  appeared  a  brisk  and 
Uvely  gaiety  which  presaged  victory.    The  Lord  of 
Hosts  went  forth  at  our  head  as  Captain  of  our  host, 
and  the  army  followed  with  a  daring  cheerful  bold- 
ness, for  we  iievejr  doubted  but  we  would  beat  them. 
Providence  ordered  it  so,  that  our  regiment  was  no 
"  farther  engaged  than  by  being  cannonaded,  which  was, 
indeed,  the  most  severe  that  ever  our  regiment  suf- 
fered, and  by  which  we  had  considerable  loss.     But 
the  soldiers  endured  it  without  shrinking,  very  pa- 
tiently, and  with  great  courage.    For  my  own  part  I 
was  nobly  aiid  richly  supplied,  as  I  have  always  been 
.on  such  occasions,  with  liberal  sujyplies  of  gtace  and 
strength,  as  the  exigencies  of  the  day  called  for.    I 
never  had  a  more  pleasant  day  in  my  life.    I  was  kept 
in  perfect  peace  i  my  mind  stayed,  trusting  in  God. 
All  went  well  with  me ;  and  not  being  in  hurry  and 
hot  action,  I  had  time  for  plying  the  throne  of  grace, 
sometimes  by  prayer,  sometimes  by  praise,  as  the  va- 
rious turns  of  Providence  gave  occasion  i  isometimes 
for  the  public,  somcftimes  for  myself.     I  did  not  seek 
any  assurance  of  protection  for  my  life ;  I  thought  it 
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enough  to  believe  in  general,  to  depend  with  resigna* 
tion,  and  hang  aboiit  his  hand. 

Our  regimtot  with  some  others,  were  honoured  in 
]^rticular  to  do  sotne  very  good  service,  by  marching 
up)  and  manning  a  retrenchment  which  the  enemy 
had  left.  And  there  we  sustained  our  own  horse, 
which  were  pushed  by  the  French  h<)rse,  and  might 
have  been  of  dangerous  consequence,  had  not  the  foot 
sustained  them.  Not  unto  us,  0  Lotd,  be  the  glory, 
but  to  thyself.  It  was  not  our  sword  or  our  bow^ 
but  it  was  the  Lord's  doing. 

The  French  foot  did  not  behave  themselves  well. 
They  soon  quitted  their  retrenchments  i  but  the  horse 
stood  more  stif&y  to  it.  I  did  not  expect  to  see  a 
cowied  army  fight  so  well.  I  believe  the  loss  may  be 
about  equal  on  both  sides.  It  was  as  bloody  a  battle 
^  has  been  fought,  either  this  war  or  the  last.  God 
is  working  his  holy  ende^  sr^treeping  off  e^ners  in  both 
armies  from  the  face  of  the  earth.  But  6od  be  blessed 
for  this,  that  though  he  be  angry  with  us,  and  mowing 
down  our  carca^)»s  thick  on  the  fields,  yet  he  is  not 
with  our  enemies ;  he  is  angry  with  them  too,  and 
laying  their  carcas^iS  Upon  the  &ce  of  the  earth.  He 
is  staining  their  pride,  for  they  are  a  vain-glorious  na- 
tion. HoT^  would  they  insult  and  boast  if  they  were 
isuflbred  to  beat  us  as  we  do  theiii^  Hie  eardi  could 
not  bear  them. 

September  1.  This  morning  I  went  to  view  the  field 
of  battle  to  get  a  preaching  from  the  dead,  which 
knight  have  been  very  edifying,  for  in  all  my  life,  I 
have  not  seen  the  dead  bodies  lie  so  thick  as  they  were 
in  some  places  about  the  retrenchments,  particularly 
at  the  battery  where  the  Dutch  Guarda  ejUtaKJ»AL« 

y2 
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For  a  good  way  I  could  not  go  among  them,  lest  my 
horse  should  tread  on  the  carcases  that  were  lying,  as 
it  were,  heaped  on  one  anodier,  I  was  also  surprised 
to  see  how  strong  they  had  made  their  camp.  They 
had  a  breast-work  befinre  them,  round  about  like  liie 
rampart  of  a  town,  to  fire  over.  The  Dutch  havte  Uv£* 
fered  most  in  this  battle  of  any.  Their  infantry  is 
quite  shattered;  so  that  it  is  a  dear  vict<N-y«  The 
potsherds  of  the  earth  are  dashed  together,  and  Grod 
makes  the  nations  a  scourge  to  ^ach  other  to  work  his 
holy  ends,  by  sweeping  sinners  off  the  face  of  the 
earth.  It  is  a  wonder  to  me  the  British  escape  so 
eheapf  who  are  the  most  heaven-daring  sinners  in  diis 
army.  But  God's  judgments  are  a  great  depth.  He 
has  many  arrows  in  his  quiver,  and  is  not  tied  to  our 
times  and  ways.  We  marched  back  at  night  to  our 
camp  which  we  left  on  the  29th.  I  bless  the  Lord 
who  brii^  me  back  in  peace,  while  the  carcases  Oa 
others  are  left  as  a  prey  in  the  fields  to  the  beasts  and 
birds.  A  thousand  skatt  JaU  ai  Ay  gidej  and  ten  thou^ 
sand  at  thy  right  hand,  but  it  AaU  not  once  come  near 
to  thee.  That  Psalm  has  many  times  been  made  out 
to  me  literally,  every  promise  in  it ;  and  shall  be,  I 
trust  in  God. 

In  a  letter  to  his  wife,  written  the  day  after  tiie 
battle,  he  gives  some  account  of  the  loss  the.riegiment 
sustained  in  officers,  and  mentions  some  others  of  the' 
English  R^pjnents  that  had  suffered. 

.  September  1,  Thursday. 

I  doubt  not  btit  this  has  been  a  time  of  great  anxiety 
to  you,  but  now  I  send  you  a  new  Ebenezer,  and  one 
of  the  greatest  of  my  whole  life.  Yesterday  we  fought 
a  battle^  and  by  the  great  goodness  of  God  have  dlK 
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tained  a  great  viotoiy. — ^It  hsa  not  been  a  cheap  battle 
to  the  army,  especiaUy  the  Dutch  foot,  who  have  suf* 
lisred  much.  We  attacked  them  in  strong  intrench- 
ments.  The  most  that  we  suffered  was  by  their  can- 
non. Our  loss  is  considerable,  but  the  greatest  is 
poor  Col<mel  Cranston.  He  was  killed  by  a  cannon- 
ball,  (sitting  at  the  head  of  the  regiment,)  shot  in  at 
the  left  breast,  and  out  at  the  back :  He  spoke  not  a 
word.  Captain  Shaw  also  is  killed,  his  thigh-bone 
Mngbrdcen;  and  also  Ensign  Inglis.  You  will  have 
heard  that  Captain  Lawson,  and  Lieutenant  Simpson 
wei^  wounded  two  days  ago  at  another  cannonading, 
when  we  came  up  first  to  this  camp ;  for  our  r^- 
m^it  happened  to  be  posted  in  a  place  which  was  most 
exposed  to  their  cannon  of  any  in  the  army.  Lawson's 
is  very  slight.  It  is  a  contusion  on  the  chin,  but  no 
bones  broken.  Simpson's  is  in  the  body,  but  not  dan- 
gerous. 

&!isign  Burnet  also  got  a  more  dangerous  wound 
in  the  neck,  which  I  am  afraid  of;  and  Lieutenant 
Cockburn  is  shot  through  the  body.  Sergeant  Wil- 
son is  wounded  in  the  arm.  I  have  three  men  killed. 
We  buried  the  Colonel,  Captain  Shaw  and  Inglis 
yesternight  at  the  colours.  It  is  put  upon  you  to  pre«- 
pare  Mrs.  Cranston,  and  to  give  her  the  doleful  news. 
Every  body  sympathises  tenderly  with  her,  and  none, 
i  am  sure,  more  than  myself.  None  is  more  univevr 
wily  regretted  than  he. 

My  dearest,  what  reason  have  we  to  adore  the  di-* 
tone  goodness  who  puts  such  songs  of  praise  in  our 
mouths,  while  others  are  employed  in  mournful  lamen- 
totions  and  sorrow.  Gro  as  soon  to  her  as  you  can, 
^r  she  will  be  suspicious  at  not  getting  a  WlVet  ^^iS^ 
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the  first  We  found  a  letter  to  her  in  his  pockeliy 
which  he  wrote  that  same  morning  I  wrote  the  in^ 
closed,  but  none  of  us  could  send  it  away.  You  are 
almost  the  only  wife  in  the  regiment  who  will  not  be 
in  tears  and  anxiety,  either  of  grief  or  concern  about 
their  friends  and  husbands.  Let  us  have  our  hearts 
the  more  filled  with  thankfiilness,  and  our  mouths 
with  praise  to  the  God  of  our  mercies,  who  gives  us 
such  signal  and  frequent  deliverances* 

For  as  busy  a  day  as  it  was,  andhot  action,  I  nev^ 
had  a  pleasanter  in  my  life^  for  all  was  well  with  me.-— 
The  French  stood  stiffly  to  it,  especiaUy  their  horse, 
(they  behaved  weU,)  and  repulsed  ours  several  timea; 
but  our  foot  sustained  our  horse.  Brigadier  Lalo  k 
killed,  and  poor  Captain  Monro.  Argyle's  and  theirs 
have  suffered  most  of  the  English,  and  the  Guwds^ 
Lord  Tullibardin  is  killed,  and  Colonel  Swmton, 
Cplpnel  Hplbom  and  his  Lieutenapt  Colonel  Hami}*' 
ton,  and  their  regiments  are  almost  ruined.  Br^* 
dier  Douglas  is  ill  wounded.  In  short,  it  has  been  a 
very  dear  victory,  but  it  was  a  glorious  day.  The 
Lotd  of  Hosts  went  at  our  hea4  as  Captain  of  our 
host,  and  all  the  army  followed  with  courage  and  rev 
solution.  I  never  saw  troops  go  on  with  more  hearty 
briskness  in  my  life.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  will  be 
the  fruit  of  our  idctory :  I  hope  a  lasting  peace.  We 
are  now  lying  in  the  field  of  battle,  and  I  have  been 
this  morning  riding  through  the  intrenchments,  getting 
a  very  edifying  preaching  from  the  dead.  In  some 
places  they  are  lying  so  thick  that  we  cannot,  for  a 
good  way,  pass  through  without  treading  on  them. 
We  are  going  to  march  back  this  afternoon  to  our 
cBmp  near  Mons,  from  which  we  came  before  the  battle* 
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The  Lord  be  with  you^  and  make  you  thaokfu),  and 
give  you  grace  never  to  foi^et  the  last  of  August* 

I  am  thine.    J.  p. 

To  Madam  Bladukler,  care  oi  Sttjeam  J.  vHeid,  > 
of  Colonel  Preston's  Regiment,  Ghent.        3 

The  death  of  Colonel  Cranston  having  opened  a 
way  for  promotion^  the  Major  immediately  i^a|ted 
upon  the  Duke  for  that  purposei  eiqpressiiig  himself, 
however,  in  hiS:  usual  terms  of  indiffiereoce  as  to  die 
siuscess  of  his  application. 

Stpiemberfi.  I  went  this  day  to  court  to  putin  my 
daims  for  advancement  in  my  turn.  I  commit  all  tQ 
God.  I  know  promotion  comes  not  from  the  east  ox 
the  west.  I  leave  myself  in  ihy  hands,  O  Lord,  to 
dispose  of  me  as  thou  seest  fit;  Thou  knowest  what 
is  hest  for  me.  If  it  be  for  ihy  honour  and  glory,  and 
my  good,  to  keep  me  in  this  employmeut,  and  to  raise 
me  higher  in  it,  no  man  will  have  leave  to  keep  me 
ham  it.  Kthou  hast  ordered  it  otherwise,  and  if  it 
be  better  for  me  to  leave  this  trade,  let  them  distri-* 
bute  their  places  among  them  as  they  please ;  I  shall 
not  seek  them.  Only  guide  me  by  thy  counsel,  and 
direct  me  what  I  should  do.  I  depend  upon  thee,  and 
through  grace  am  very  easy. 

Sepbmber  3.  I  went  to  court  again,  and  found  the 
Generals  and  every  body  more  favourable  and  friendly 
than  I  could  have  expected,  who  am  not  much  in  the 
practice  of  going  to  courts.  It  is  God  that  gives  me 
JEtvour,  and  makes  my  ways  prosperous. 

September  4.  This  Sabbath  is  appointed  to  be  kept 
a  thanksgiving  through  the  army  for  our  victory. 
Alas,  I  fi^ar  it  may  be  said  of  us  as  of  Israel  of  old. 
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They  sang  his  praise^  hui  they  soon  forgot  Ms  mighty 
toorksy  and  tempied  him. 

There  is  another  letter  to  his  wife  of  this  date, 
written  from  Mons,  which  Aey  were  then  prefwiiMg 
to  invest. 

Sabbath^  September  Ai. 

I  hope  by  this  time  you  have  received  mine  of 
lliursdayj  the  day  after  the  battle,  which,  I  tr'nst,  will 
turn  yout  melancholy  and  ffioodety  iAto  i^ongs  6(  pnose, 
while  many  others  are  isobbing  in  the  Imguish  of  i^nm 
spirits,  with  tears  and  lameiitalions.«-^I  never  had 
more  rea8<m  to  bless  God,  or  was  more  signally  de« 
livered.  He  carefully  kept  all  my  bonec^  while  the 
cannon-balls  came  so  thick  among  us  and  swept  away 
whole  files  of  men,  crushing  th^m  l»o^e  would  onish 
a  worm.  I  heinlaly  sympathisd  with  poor  Mrs*  Craii^ 
ston.  Tbd  Lord  support  and  comfort  her^  and  be 
a  faiJier  to  the  Jktittrtsm^  tmd  u  husband  to  the  widows 
That  day  has  made  many  widows.  I  pray  God,  the 
fruit  of  all  this  may  be  his  honomr  land  glory,  and  » 
good  peace.  I  believe  our  campa%n  may  end  widi 
the  siege  of  this  town.  We  lay  our  account  to  be  one 
of  the  besi^ing  regiments,  so  that  there  is  nothing  in. 
the  world  but  one  wave  upon  the  back  of  the  other. 
The  just  must  live  by  faith.  The  Lord  of  Hosts  is 
the  God  of  battles,  luid  has  {M*eserved  me  many  a  time 
there.  He  is  also  the  God  of  sieges,  and  has  pre^ 
served  me  as  Wonderfully  there.  I  desire  to  put  my 
trust  in  him.  When  you  grow  anxiQus  and  thought-! 
fill,  take  my  riddled  hat  and  hang  it  up  before  you, 
and  trust  iii  God  who  hatii  delivered  and  doth  daily 
deliver. 

As  to  my  advancement,  I  shaU  sey  but  little  i^bout 
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it  I  bless  God  I  am  very  easy,  go  as  it  will.  I  am 
using  the  ordinary  means,  and  have  promises  enough. 
If  it  be  good  for  me,  and  for  God's  glory,  I  shall  get 
it ;  if  it  be  not  so,  I  do  not  seek  it,  I  have  no  business 
ivith  it.  It  is  a  crisis  in  my  life,  as  I  hinted  in  mine 
before  the  battle ;  though  I  did  not  know  how  it  would 
be,  yet  I  had  impressions  that  the  campaign  would 
take  another  turn,  and  would  not  foe  idle.  This  day 
was  appointed  to  be  a  thanksgiving.  We  had  sermon, 
and  ^ifeuHle'joie  at  night.  The  Lord's  peace  rest  with 
ihee^     I  am  thine,  &c.     J.  B. 

To  Madam  Blackader,  care  of  Serjeant  J.  Reid,  1 
ci  Coloael  Preston's  Regiment,  Ghent.         3 

Notwithstanding  his  want  of  talents  ^^  in  making 
his  court  to  great  men,"  his  prospects  of  advancement 
w«re  becoming  more  fitvourable.  Several  of  his  illus- 
trious countrymen  acted  with  great  friendship  towards 
him,  and  took  an  interest  in  bis  promotion ;  among 
others  the  gallant  Earl  of  Orkney,  as  appears  in  the 
following  letter. 

Friday i  September  9. 

I  have  received  yours  of  tlie  4th.  The  Lord  has 
beoi  very  gracious  both  to  you  and  me, — and  you  see 
it  is  not  in  vain  to  trust  in  him,  for  in  the  Lord  Jeho- 
vah is  everlasting  strength ;  there  is  none  ashamed  that 
trust  in  him.  What  a  mercy  is  if  that  providence  did 
not  pitch  upon  you  to  be  the  melancholy  widow  as 
others  are,  who  stand  so  much  in  need  of  the  sym- 
pathy of  their  friends,  and  that  you  are  serving  God 
cheerfully,  lifted  up  in  his  ways,  while  others  are 
sitting  disconsolate  and  desolate. — Every  day  we  have 
new  funerals  of  some  friend  or  other.  Major  Row 
died  yesterday,  who  was  a  kmd  fmnA  \x>  \xi^. 
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Lord  Orkney  told  me  to-day,  tliat  he  had  spoken  in 
my  fEtvour  about  my  advancement;  I  praise  God  I 
am  kept  very  easy  about  this  matter.  My  inclination 
stands  in  a  kind  of  poise  or  balance,  either  as  to  my 
staying  in,  or  leaving  the  army.  What  is  most  for 
(jod's  glory  and  my  good,  let  him  do  it.  I  trust  that 
mercy  and  goodness,  as  it  has  done,  shall  follow  me 
either  the  one  way  or  the  other.  Give  my  humble 
service  to  poor  Mrs.  Cranston ;  if  there  be  any  thing 
she  would  have  done,  let  her  signify  her  mind  to  Cap- 
tain Dickson.  The  Lord's  presence,  blessing  and  peace 
rest  with  you.    J  am,  &c.    J.  B. 

To  Madam  Blackader,  care  of  Serjeant  J.  Reid,7 
of  Colonel  Preston's  I^giment,  Ghent.        y 

He  appears  to  have  taken  a  kindly  concern,  and  felt 
much  sympathy  for  Mrs.  Cranston  in  her  melan- 
choly situation,  and  wrote  her  about  this  time  a  very 
affectionate  letter  of  condolence  and  consolation.  And 
it  is  a  most  amiable  trait  of  his  character,  that  instead 
of  a  callous  spectator  of  the  sorrows  of  others,  or  for- 
getting their  bereavements  in  the  selfish  contemplation 
of  his  own  happy  escape,  he  could  thus  own  kindred 
with  the  unfortunate,  and  appropriate  their  distresses 
to  himself.  The  letter  itself  is  not  preserved,  but  we 
have  the  reflections  it  suggested  to  his  mind  in  the 
following  to  his  wife. 

Sabbathf  September  11. 

I  have  complied  with  your  desire,  with  my  own 
duty  and  charitable  office,  to  write  poor  Mrs.  Cran- 
ston. The  Lord  bless  and  sanctify  the  rod  to  her. 
And  O  what  songs  of  praise  have  we  to  sing  in  ex- 
tblling  the  Lord  for  his  mercy  to  us,  that  he  .deals 
with  us  in  quite  anothet  mumBt.    HAisrings  w  in  by 
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mercy  and  goodness,  and  singular  proTidenees;  work- 
ing great  salvation  and  signal  deliverances  for  us, 
while  he  is  scourging  others  with  sharp  rods.  O  let 
us  be  as  a  towardly  kindly  child,  that  needs  not  to  be 
whipped  into  his  duty;  but  that  seeing  the  rod  Upon 
others,  and  shaking  it  over  our  heads,  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  bring  us  in  to  him.  O  let  us  serve  him  cheer- 
fully,  and  have  onr  hearts  lifted  up  ia  his  ways.  Let 
US  not  be  like  the  children  of  Israel  who  sung  his 
praise,  but  soon  forgot  his  wondrous  works.  But  his 
grace  must  be  sufficient  for  us,  his  strength  must  be 
perfected  in  our  weakness.  Through  Idm  we  can  do 
all  things :  Without  him,  nothing. 

We  have  still  the  hopes  of  being  free  of  the  siege, 
by  these  re^ments  coming  out  of  the  garrison.  Hie 
Providence  of  God  is  kinder  to  us  than  we  could  have 
expected,  for  we  laid  our  accounts  so  firmly  for  the 
siege,  that  we  thought  nothing  could  put  us  by  it. 
But  kind  Providence  has  fallen  upon  a  way  to  pre- 
vent it.  I  can  give  you  no  farther  information  yet 
about  my  affair,  but  I  am  no  way  solicitous  about  it. 
I  proposed  to  Colonel  Preston,  who  is  very  much 
concerned  for  Mrs.  Cranston,  about  advancement  for 
her  son,  and  he  told  me  he  had  been  thinking  of  the 
same  thing,  and  that  he  resolves  to  propose  it  to  th^ 
Duke.  But  do  not  speak  of  this.  I  do  not  like  to 
puff  up  any  body  with  empty  promises;  I  had  far 
rather  do  a  favour,  and  speak  nothing  of  it  till  it  were 
done.  I  Imve  had  many  letters  from  Scotland,  from 
Dean  of  Guild  Brown,  Mrs.  Balderstone,  Mr.  Car- 
stairs,  &c.  The  Lord^s  blessing  and  peace  rest  with 
you.     I  am,  &c.    J.  B. 

To  Madam  Blackader,  care  of  Serjeant  J.  Reid,  > 
of  Qolontl  ipreston's  Regiment,  Ghei^t.        \ 
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Their  expectirfions  of  being  upon  the  dege  of  Mons 
were  fortunately  disappointed,  other  regiments  being 
draughted  from  the  garrisons  for  that  service*  They 
were  however  employed  in  covering  it. 

September  9.  How  great  is  the  goodness  of  God  to 
us  unworthy  sinners !  We  laid  our  account  to  be  on. 
this  siege ;  we  thought  we  could  not  miss  it;  but  kind 
Providence  has  found  out  a  way  to  put  it  by  us,  by 
bringing  so  many  regiments  out  of  the  garrisons.  I 
desire  to  observe  all  these  things,  and  see  the  loving- 
kindness  of  the  Lord.  We  this  day  marched  back  to 
our  post  in  the  army  for  covering  the  si^e. 

While  they  continued  in  this  camp,  he  wrote  several 
letters  to  his  wife,  which  we  shall  insert  in  their  order, 
4S  thf^  Diary  for  this  period  contains  nothing  particu^ 
larly  interesting. 

Wednesday^  Septennber  14, 
I  have  no  news  since  my  last.  I  spoke  to  the  Duke 
yesterday  about  my  advancement,  and  told  him  I  did 
not  like  to  importune  his  grace,  for  I  depended  en- 
tirely upon  his  word.  He  told  me  that  I  might  do  so. 
There  is  no  help  for  these  delays  but  patience.  I  am 
ready  either  to  stay  ov  go  as  Providence  shall  see  best 
fpr  me.  I  dare  hardly  own  it  in  a  public  company 
that  J  am  so  easy ;  for  they  do  not  think  a  man  de- 
serves any  post  in  the  army,  who  either  gives  himself 
rest  or  any  other  about  him.  General  or  other,  till  he 
get  what  he  is  seeking.  But  as  I  do  not  look  upon, 
ambition  to  be  any  Christian  virtue,  so  neither  do  I 
look  upon  that  carking  anxious  care  to  be  any. great- 
ness of  mind,  rather  the  contrary- 
Faith  is  a  grace  to  be  exercised  at  all  times,  and  on 
all  occasions.     It  keeps  the  soul  in  its  seat,  in  a  sedate 
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compoeed  temper.     The  mind  stayed  on  God  is  in 
peace ;  it  makes  no  haste,  bat  is  patient. 

Our  regiment  does  not  go  to  the  siege  unless  new 
regiments  are  called  for.  This  is  a  mercy  we  were 
not  expecting,  and  God  presents  us  daily  with  his 
mercies.  But  detachments  may  go  from  the  army. 
I  do  not  say  this  to  frighten  you,  but  the  conjtrary, 
that  we  should  humbly  depend  and  trust  on  God,  and 
rejoice  that  he  puts  us  in  a  necessity  of  dependence ; 
for  we  would  gladly  have  all  our  enjoyments  out  of 
the  reach  of  hazards  and  dangers.  But  it  is  not  good 
for  us  that  they  be  so ;  we  may  easily  see,  that  when 
they  are  so  we  turn  secuye. 

The  weather  begins  now  to  be  somewhat  cold.  I 
He  in  my  tent,  for  houses  are  difficult  to  be  got ;  but 
I  am  very  well,  and  lie  very  warm.  This  is  my 
birth-day,  as  I  think ;  but  th^  12th  is  a  day  I  remem*^ 
ber  more,  and  ought  never  to  forget.     I  am  thine. 

J.  B. 

To  Madam  Blackader,  pare  of  Seijeaiit  J.  Reid,  > 
of  Colonel  Preston's  Regiment^  Ghent.         ) 

Monday^  September  19. 
Nothing  new  has  occurred  since  my  last,  nor  can  I 
^ve  you  any  further  accoimt  of  my  nSsir,  Let  Pro- 
vidence work  its  work  for  me.  I  am  satisfied  that  it 
is  not  greatness,  nor  any  thing  else  in  the  world  that 
oan  make  us  more  happy.  That  gentleman,  as  you 
observe,  may  give  us  an  edifying  lesson  on  the  vanity 
of  ambition — ^how,  in  a  moment,  our  designs  and  pros- 
pects may  be  extinguished,  and  vanish  away.  Happy 
they  who  have  God  for  the  portion  of  their  inheri- 
tance and  cup ;  they  have  a  goodly  heritage,  and  the 
lines  fisdl  to  them  in  pleasant  places. 


368  LIFE  OF  COL.  BLACKADER.  CHAP.  XY; 

The  four  garrigon  regimentB  are  now  yoked  to  this 
fiiege^  and  we  give  no  more  detachments  from  the 
army.  The  rainy  weather  makes  the  trenches  a  very 
uncomfortable  post ;  yea,  I  find  a  tent  b^ins  to  Jbe  a 
cold  lodging.  But  I  have  reason  to  be  very  thankful 
for  the  good  accommodation  I  have  had  all  this  cam- 
paign. I  must  change  the  day  of  writing,  for  we  lie 
a  day's  journey  from  the  Duke's  quarters.  I  am  just 
now  at  his  quarters,  but  only  to  make  my  bow.  The 
Lord's  peace  rest  with  you.     lam  thine.         J.  B. 

To  Madam  Blackader,  care  of  Serjeant  J.  Reid,7 
of  Colonel  Preston's  Regiment,  Ghent.       3 

Wednesday^  September  21. 
I  received  yours  of  the  16th.  ^  It  troubles  me  much 
to  find  you  are  so  indisposed,  and  that  melancholy 
preys  so  much  upon  your  spirits.  I  know  you  are 
more  reasonable  than  to  indulge  yourself  in  it.  But 
such  is  the  composition  of  our  machine,  that  these 
things  do  not  depend  upon  us.  We  cannot  keep  our 
spirits  in  that  temper  and  frame  they  should  be  in, 
or  as  we  would  have  them.  You  are  very  sensible 
that  none  in  the  world  have  less  reason  than  we  to  be 
melancholy.  None  have  more  reason  to  be  cheerAil^ 
and  to  have  their  hearts  lifted  up  in  the  ways  of  Grod; 
for  while  he  is  writing  bitter  things  to  others,  and 
giving  them  occasions  of  mournful  and  melancholy 
lamentation,  he  is  compassing  us  about  with  new 
songs  of  deliverance.  To  that  great  deliverance  he 
gave  me  at  the  battle,  he  has  added  this  other,  which 
indeed  we  could  not  have  expected,  viz.  to  keep  ua 
free  from  this  sic^e,  which  I  would  have  looked  upon 
as  ten  times  worse  than  the  battle,  for  that  is  pciy 
mtwe* 
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Danger,  though  it  be  great,  yet  being  soon  over, 
and  nothing  in  it  to  occasion  anxiety  of  mind,  seems 
to  me  a  small  thing  in  comparison  of  a  constant  tract 
of  fatigue  either  of  body  or  mind.  The  former  rouses 
die  spirits,  the  other  sinks  them.  It  is  very  probable 
that  your  room  may  be  partly  the  occasion  of  it^  But 
I  am  very  well  pleased,  and  desire  you  earnestly  to 
change  it  if  you  can  get  a  better)  and  get  a  more 
cheerful  and  heartsome  lodging.  Do  as  you  please; 
you  know  I  never  was  nice  about  these  things,  and 
indeed  I  have  no  very  fashionable  fancy  about  them. 
You  wiU  get  the  Colonel's  rooms,  when  we  come  into 
garrison,  for  300  gilders  in  the  winter,  X  think  of 
keeping  three  horses  in  the  garrison  if  I  stay. 

Our  affair  here  b^ins  to  weary  our  patience.  The 
Duke  seems  to  be  uneasy  at  the  pressing  him  to  fill 
up  the  ccnnmksions,  as  if  it  were  taking  something 
from  him ;  and  he  was  never  better  trysted  upon  this 
bead  vidth  any  body  than  with  me,  for  I  hate  as 
much  to  importune  as  he  does  to  be  importuned ;  and 
except  when  my  friends  push  me  and  hector  me  to 
go,  I  never  incline  to  go  near  the  court ;  for  I  had 
always  that  bashfulness  of  nature,  that  I  cannot  en- 
dure to  "he  where  I  think  I  am  troublesome.  Let 
others  whose  talent  it  is  get  places  and  posts  by  as-^ 
surance  and  forwardness,  I  shall  have  mine  by  mo- 
desty or  want  them,  for  I  cannot  force  nature.  I 
know  promotion  comes  not  from  the  east  nor  from  the 
west.  It  is  He  who  has  the  disposing  of  our  lot,  who 
has  promised,  that  neither  GracCj  nor  glory,  nor  any 
good  thing^  mil  be  tvithheldfrom  them  that  fear  him. 

This  winter  probably  will  make  you  either  a  Lieu- 
tenant-Coloners  LaAy,  ox  a  Farmer's  wife ;  and  I 
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must  say  in  your  commendation,  you  are  fit  for  either 
of  them,  which  is  more  than  I  can  say  of  niyself.  I 
hope  Providence  shall  give  a  comfortable  close  to  this 
campaign,  and  that  there  is  not  much  of  it  now  before 
our  hand ;  and  that  he  will  give  us  a  joyful  meeting, 
with  hearts  filled  with  thank^ilness  and  love  to  our 
kind  benefactor.  Remember  me  kindly  to  Mrs. 
Cranston.  The  Colonel  has  spoken  to  the  Duke, 
and  given  in  her  son's  name  to  be  an  Ensign,  and  I 
hope  the  Duke  will  do  it.  Her  friends  are  advising 
her  rather  to  seek  a  pension  from  the  Queen  than  to 
take  the  widow's  gratuity ;  but  I  humbly  differ  from 
them.  The  gratuity  is  a  oertaiii  thing ;  she  corner  to 
it  of  course,  and  without  any  trouble.  The  other  is 
uneertain,  and  depends  upon  interest  and  friends. 
Let  her  once  enter  herself  ipto  the  first,  and  afterr 
wards,  if  she  can  procure  a  belter  pension  it  is  weU  j 
but  a  bird  in  hand  is  worth  two  in  the  bush,  X  am 
thine.  J.  S* 

To  Madam  Blackader,  care  of  So^aaot  J.  Eeid, ) 
pf  CojLonel  Jhre8ton*s  Regimep.t,  Ghent.         y 

Sabbath,  September  25. 
I  received  yours,  and  bless  the  Lord  you  are  n^ 
worse.  I  entreat  you  not  to  give  way  to  melancholy. 
Neither  of  us  have  reason  for  it,  but  much  the  con- 
trary ;  and  if  grace  were  stronger,  and  sanctification 
more  deeply  rooted,  it  would  be  more  our  element  to 
serve  God  with  delight,  and  more  natural  to  us.  We 
have  great  cause  to  be  thankful  that  we  missed  this 
siege,  for  such  judgment-like  weather  I  have  hardly 
seen  in  a  camp.  Just  now  it  rains  and  blows  so 
hard,  that  it  is  like  to  blow  down  all  our  tents  about 
our  ears.     I  have  got  the  shelter  of  a  house,  which  I 
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reckon  no  Bmall  mercy  in  such  weather ;  though  it  be 
Imt  a  sad  house,  far  I  am  sitting  in  water  at  the  fire- 
side, which  Uows  in;  the  soldiers  having  unthatched 
ooe  side  of  it  However,  I  am  very  thankfcQ  for 
what  I  have. 

If  I  can  get  time  I  shall  answer  Mrs.  Cranston^9 
letter.  There  seems  to  be  a  work  upon  her  spirit — a 
sense  of  sin,  and  of  the  wrath  of  God  contending  for 
sin,  and  great  doubting  and  fears  as  to  mercy  and 
pardon.  I  pray  the' Lord  may  esrry  it  on  with  his 
sprit  to  be  a  saving  work  of  grace,  and  nptake  her  flee 
to  Christ. 

Let  me  know  as  soon  as  you  can  tidiat  you  design 
about  a  lodging.  As  yet  it  is  not  altogether  certain 
whether  Ghent  will  be  our  garrison.  Some  speak  of 
Brussels ;  .but  it  is  more  than  a  month  to  garrison 
tune  yet  We  do  not  know  how  things  will  be.  I 
liive  seen  mneh  of  the  vanity  of  far  fore-thought 
projects,  how  they  are  ordinarHy  disappointed;  so 
that  as  we  are  directed  to  seek  our  daily  bread  fmm 
day  to  day  only,  so  |  seek  direction  from  day  ^  day 
without  graspmg  at  Jong  tracts  of  time.  Now  that 
the  weather  is  broken,  and  the  roads  become  ^very 
bad«  and  our  hones  harrassed  with  foraging  five  or 
six  miles,  every  thing  looks  like  gkrriaon,  and  every 
body  longs  fc^  it.  But  the  great  ones  of  the  earlli 
will  igbt  against  Providence.  Z  pray  Grod  to  give  a 
comfortable  close  to  tjie  campaign,  and  send  peace 
m^  tnith  upon  the  earth*  The  Lord's  presence  be 
with  you.    I  am  thine-  J»  B. 

To  Madam  Blackad^r,  cace  of  3erjeaQt  J.  Reid,  > 
of  ColQnel  Preston's  Ue^ment,  Ghent        3 
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WednekUxjfy  September  29. 

I  received  yours  yesterday.  I  am  here  in  a  vil]^;e 
close  by  the  rear  of  the  army,  on  command  guarding 
the  train  horses.  I  go  home  to»m6rrow,  and  I  hope 
to  have  no  more  command  this  campaign.  Now  tbst 
you  are  in  Mrs.  Hamilton's  lodgings,  I  hope  your 
mutual  company  will  divert  each  other.  Give  my 
humble  service  to  her.  I  ordered  you  to  drink  cmr 
healths  in  a  glass  of  wine  as  often  as  we  do  youx% 
which  is  twice  a-day  at  least.  It  is  a  shame  and  a 
sin  both  that  you  should  look  lean  after  such  a  great 
campaign  as  this  has  been,  when  we  in  particular 
have  been  so  merdfiilly  dealt  with.  How  would  you 
look  if  the  battle  had  been  lost  and  your  husband 
killed,  when  you  grow  lean  upon  victories  and  d»- 
Uveranoesb  I  must  shame  you  out  of  it  Do  yon 
want,  or  need  jrou  want  any  thing  that  may  be  tot 
your  good*  I  told  you  loi^  ago  that  no  detachmenls 
were  to  go  from  our  army,  and  that  I  had  got  a  cot? 
tage  to  lodge  in.  So  all  your  grievanoes  are  redressed; 
pray  grow  iat  again. 

We  have  a  report  this  morning  (Friday)  that  the 
town  is  ca|ntulating ;  and  indeed  we  have  not  heard 
any  firing  aU  the  night  since  yesterday  afternoon.  I 
know  not  what  truth  is  in  it,  tUl  I  go  to  the  army  to 
hear  frrther.  We  hardly  wish  it  to  be  over  so  soon, 
for  fear  we  be  employed  at  another  siege.  But  I  am 
glad  for  the  sake  of  Ihe  public  interest,  and  let  Pro- 
vidence dispose  of  our  particular  ooncems  as  seems 
good.    I  am  thine.  J.  B. 

To  Madam  Blackader,  care  of  Seijeant  J.  Reid,  ? 
of  Colonel  Preston's  Regimoit,  Ghent.        ) 

This  report  of  the  surrender  of  Mons  was  rather 
jpremature,  as  it  ioA  not  teSiUb  i^aAa\»iiSltiia  IStli  of 
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October.  The  si^e  lasted  about  a  month,  but  the 
enraiy  were  bo  much  haunted  by  the  tarors  of  Mai- 
plaquet,  that  they  made  no  attempts  to  relieve  it. 

September  30.  Coming  off  commiuid  where  I  had 
the  charge  of  1200  horses.  THiile  in  the  fields  I  met 
with  one  of  the  greatest  storms  of  hail  and  rain  I  have 
seen.  Was  surprised  when  I  came  home  with  the 
account  of  my  Ensign's  being  kiUed  this  morning  by 
another  officer  who  is  also  ill  wounded;  they  were 
both  very  drunk.  God's  judgments  are  just  and 
righteous.  O  th^t  men  would  take  example  when 
they  see  their  comrades  hung  up  in  chains  as  terrible 
monuments  of  the  divine  displeasure  against  sin  ! 

(kiober4f.  There  is  a  report  to-day  dial  the  French 
design  to  pay  us  another  visit  here.  I  do  not  believe 
H.  Yet  God  may  harden  their  hearts  as  he  did 
Pharaoh's  and  his  host  to  icSlow  Israel  into  the  Red 
8ea,  that  they  might  perish  there.  Be  it  as  it  wilV 
Q  tordy  I  put  my  trust  still  in  thee* 

October  7.  Again  we  have  got  intelligence  that  the 
French  are  coming  to  attack  us.  The  Lord  plucked 
them  out  of  our  hand  last  day  at  the  battle  of  Tan- 
nier,  and  they  are  grown  vain  and  insolent  upon  it ; 
but  he  can  humble  their  pride,  and  bring  them  down 
like  the  mire  of  the  streets. 

I  was  at  court  in  the  morning,  and  got  promises, 
but  I  see  nothing  but  delays  in  this  affiur.  I  know 
not  how  Providence  will  order  it.  I  cannot  cringe  at 
a  court,  neither  is  it  decent  or  becoming  for  a  child 
of  the  house  to  be  fawning  upon  the  servants  for  a 
favour.  A  child  of  God  should  have  a  nobler  spirit, 
and  carry  their  suit  straight  to  their  Father  in  heaven, 
and  make  their  court  there ;  and  then  they  need  not 
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cringe  to  any  creature.  Our  heavenly  Father  knorirB 
what  we  stand  in  need  of.  I  seldom  go  to  eonrt, 
(says  he  in  a  letter  of  this  date)  for  I  see  it  is  to  no 
purpose  to  importune ;  the  Duke  stands  impr^naUe 
against  the  solicitations  of  Generals  and  Colonels  to 
fill  up  the  vacancies,  so  what  can  such  as  I  a  poor 
obscure  fellow  do.  Besides,  I  find  that  a  constant 
plying  and  working  about  court  aiid  among  Generals, 
would  but  create  an  uneasiness  and  anxiety  in  my 
mind  about  these  things ;  and  I  esteem  serenity  and 
contentedness  to  be  a  far  greater  blessing  than  all  the 
posts  they  can  bestow  uppn  me. 

October  12.  Oor  alanifi  has  turned  to  nothing,  the 
town  has  capitulated.  It  is  good  news ;  Plxyvidehoe 
is  very  kind  to  us.  I  went  to  see  the  garrisom  mgrefa 
out,  and  Lord  be  blessed,  that  we  have  such  a  sighi 
to  see,  and  that  sooner  than  we  ezpeetied.  They  liwi 
a  parcel  of  poor  miserable  eriBaturau 

Thuraday^  October  IS; 

The  Freneli  marched  out  of  Mima  yesterday.  We 
are  going  to  march,  they  say,  on  Monday,  and  I  hopa 
it  shall  not  be  long  ere  it  j^base  God  to  giveusaecmih* 
fi^table  meeting.  Every  body  is  now  leaving  the 
army.  The  Colonel  goes  away  to-morrow.  The 
Duke  has  given  him  new  promises  this  morning,  that 
we  shall  get  justice;  but  he  has  not  signed  the  com- 
missions yet,  and  pwhaps  it  will  cost  a  journey  to  the 
Hague  ere  it  be  done,  which  I  shall  be  very  unwill* 
ing  to  uttdertfJce,  if  I  be  not  obliged  to  it.  I  think 
you  had  best  go  into  the  Cplonel's  house  now,  as  we 
may  be  down  towards  the  end  of  next  week.  Cause 
INPQvide  forage,  com,  and  hay  for  my  horses.  I  am 
bu^y  now  at  the  Colonel's  going  away,  abiout  the  re* 


OUAt'.  XV.  CAMPAIGN  £tOHTH.  .869 

giment,  and  the  recruiting  officer^  &c.  I  make  no 
apology  for  my  aWt  letter,  for  you  may  be  thankful 
you  hear  at  all  from  a  man  of  so  muol^  business. 

I  am  thine.    J.  B« 

iV>  Madunf  BkckAdci^  eilre-of  Setjeant  J.  ^Reid,  } 
of  Colonel  Preston's  Uegiment^  Ghent.        3 

t 

October  16.  Sabbath.  Yesterday  we  inarched.  Kedsed 
■be  God  that  ha£|  nut  a  comfortable  oldse  to  this  cam- 
piign.  This  dity  is  a^^Hwated  by  the  Duke  a  thioiks^ 
giving  for  our  taking  of  Mdns,  and  the  aubcess  of  the 
campaign.  I  hopid  the  Lord  wilt  htess  the  Duke  for 
\m  >iety  and  gri^tiide«  ;  Somi^  la«^  at  th^se  things, 
and  noany  have,  taken  this  opportunity  to  leave  the 
army.  I  believe  indeed  that  God  will  be  mocked  by 
Ae  generality  of  us.  I  beg  grace  to  praise  and  Inag- 
hify  his.  name  foe  the  great  things  be  has  done  me. 
l^th  a  heart  filled  with  gratitude  and  love,  let  me 
never  forget  his  goodness.^  We  have  all  cause  to  bless 
him  for  his  mtorei^  for  it  has  been  a  very  great  cham- 
paign—two such  strong  considerable  towns  as  Tour- 
itay  and  Mihis  taken,  and  a  great  victory;  and  with 
all  thi%  it  is  a  shorter  campa%n  than  any  we  have 
bad  this  war. 

Our  fears  have  also  been  mercifolly  disaj^ointed. 
For  my,  party  I  laid  my  account  we  should  be  hard 
put  to  it  for  scarcity,  both  for  man  and  horse.  I  ex* 
peeted  little  less  than  famine.  On  the  eontrairy,  we 
)iad  abundance  of  provisions.  Neither  my  horses  nor 
.  myself  ever  had  so  little  iatiguei  I  have  been  but 
twice  upon  command,  and  havb  likewise  had  quarters 
in  houses  almost  the  whole  time;  so  that  I  did  not  lie 
more  than  three  weeks  in  my  tent  all  the  sumiicv^Y  \ 
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whiilreby  I  got  living  more  retiredly  out  of  iU  com- 
pany. It  is  also  to  be  remembered  with  great  thank- 
fulness, that  we  were  also  threatened  with  pestilence ; 
for  in  all  the  villages  the  poor  boors  were  lying  starv- 
ing and  djring  with  the  bad  nourishment,  and  victuals 
they  were  obliged  to  eat.  Yet  Gh>d  in  mercy  kept 
this  infection  out  of  thd  army. 

Octbber  17.  I  have  now  got  my  commission,  and 
the  charge  of  the  raiment.  I  pray  the  Lord  to  fake 
chai^  both  of  me  diid  them,  otherwise  they  will  be 
very  ill  ordered.  After  three  days  march,  we  reached 
Ghent,  where  I  had  a  happy  meeting  with  my  dear 
concern  here.  The  Lord  has  brought  me  back  in 
peace  and  safety,  may  he  ^ve  us  his  presence  anci 
blessing. 

October  24.  Kept  in  c(mtinual  hurry  with  busLoete^ 
and  people  about  me.  I  am  sure  greatness  must  be  a 
troublesome  thing,  when  this  small  shadow  tt  com- 
matid  I  haVe  is  so  troublesome. 

November  1.  My  time  almost  wholly  spent  with 
company  and  business.  I  am  so  afraid  of  neglecting 
my  duty,  that  I  fear  it  will  make  me  contract «  cark- 
ing  careful  temper*  Company  come  thronging  in  upon 
me  in  the  morning  before  I  get  retiring  alone.  I 
must  rise  earlier ;  for  if  my  heart  get  a  right  set  in 
the  morning  it  possesses  it  all  day,  and  keeps  the 
world  out. 

Being  now  in  winter-quarters,  and  mtich  occiijlied 
with  regimisntal  affiurs,  die  Colonel  passed  the  winter 
cheerful  in  his  oWn  mind,  and  prosperous  in  all  his 
concerns. 
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Colonel  Blackader  in  gamson-^OTertures  for  Peace— Remarks  on   . 
their  failure— Campaign— French  Lines  carried— Si^^  of  Douay 
— Letterd-«>Reduction  of  Douay«^Defeat  of  a  British  Convoy — 
Surrender  of  St  Venant  and  Aire. 

The  three  months  which  the  Colonel  j[MUBSed  in  Ghent, 
previous  to  the  regiment's  leaving  that  garrison,  were 
spent  very  agreeably,  but  without  any  remarkable  oc- 
currence. He  was  much  in  society,  which  he  found 
here  to  be  more  gay,  and  less  edifying  than  what  he 
bad  been  accustomed  to  at  Rotterdam,  and  seems  oc- 
casionally to  have  mingled  in  the  fashionable  amuse- 
ments of  the  place ;  not  however  without  r^ret,  and 
x'eflectioniB  on  his  mispent  time. 

Jwmary  31.  The  day  soberly  spent;  but  in  the 
evening  I  went  to  hear  a  famous  munciaii,  where  I 
was  kept  too  late,  and  neglected  better  exerdse.  This 
inade  me  somewhat  uneasy  \  but  I  bless  God  that  he 
keeps  me  from  falling  often  into  thede  snares. 

While  in  garrison  he  had  several  occasions  to  sit  in 
the  court-maurtial.   This  was  always  a  mehmcbol^  d»k<)  * 
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He  expresses  the  greatest  anxiety  to  judge  righieoiu 
judgment^  and  if  possible,  to  temper  justice  with  mercy. 

February  14.  In  a  court-martial  all  the  afternoon, 
and  I  hope  well  directed  in  judgment  I  sought  light 
and  guidance,  for  indeed  in  many  cases  we  know  not 
the  right  side  from  the  wrong.  O  that  my  sentence 
may  be  such  as  thou  dost  approve,  and  such  as  would 
come  from  thy  righteous  tribunal  of  equity ! 

March  15.  This  day  is  appointed  to  be  kept  by 
our  garrison,  kd  it  is  in  England,  fbi*  fasting  and  hu« 
nuliation.  I  was  in  a  serious  composed  frame,  relying 
upon  God  for  strength,  courage,  and  every  thing  else 
that  I  need  to  furnish  me  out  for  a  new  campaign. 

March  23.  We  had  expectations  of  a  peace ;  but 
these  hopes  grow  less.  Busy  all  the  forenoon,  in  go- 
ing up  and  down  among  our  Grenerals.  I  trust  it  shall 
be  well  with  me,  peace  or  war ;  and  that  G^d  will 
turn  all  to  his  own  glory. 

March  211.  In  company  most  part  of  tke  day.  iSTo^ 
my  tune  oi  hurry  begins  again  to  disturb  tfie  quiet 
and  peaceable  life  I  have  had  all  winter.  Lord,  fit 
me  for  launchiiig  out  into  new  storms. — I  go  to  this 
campaign,  upon  the  one  side  weary  of  the  war,  (woes 
me  that  t  am  forced  to  dwell  so  long  in  the  tents  of 
wickedness ;  Lord,  scatter  those  that  delight  m  war.) 
But  oh  th^  other  side,  I  go  out  cheerfully,  trusting  in 
Grod,  hoping  to  see  him  arise  and  scatter  liis  enemies, 
and  do  great  thil^. 

in  the  campaign  of  this  year,  the  Allies  stUl  con- 
tinued to  have  the  advantage,  although  it  wai^  not  so 
distinguished  Sik  the  last,  either  in  the  importance,  or 
in  the  variety  of  its  events.  Overtures  of  peace  were 
again  renewed  by  France  with  larger  cotidession^  and 
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greater  sincerity  than  ever  ^  afid  it  appeared  she  was 
really  anxious  to  put  a  period  to  that  expensive  war- 
fare which  had  exhausted  her  treasury,  and  desolated 
her  provinces.  The  offers  of  Louis  went  much  far- 
ther than  any  he  had  made  in  his  former  conferen- 
ces, and  approached  so  near  to  the  demands  of  the 
Confederates,  that  a  ringle  article  formed  the  only 
exception. 

The  advantages  he  was  willing  to  forego,  discover 
the  necessitous  abasement  into  which  he  had  sunk, 
and  form  a  striking  contrast  to  the  domineering  lan- 
guage and  lofty  pretensions  which  he  arrogated  to 
himself,  in  the  meridian  of  his  grandeur.  They  leave 
little  room  to  doubt  the  sincerity  of  his  professions. 
The  exhausted  state  of  his  finances, — ^the  miseries  of 
his  subjects,  and  the  universal  wretchedness  of  the 
country,  are  evidence  enough  that  his  overtures  flowed 
from  a  genuine  solicitude  for  terminating  hostilities. 

There  is  too  much  reason  to  believe  that  artifice 
and  duplicity  had  changed  sides.  The  genend  con- 
duct of  the  deputies  and  plenipotentiaries  of  the  Allies 
shewed  they  had  no  anxiety,  perhaps  no  intention  of 
coming  to  any  agreement  or  accommodation  with  the 
French  Court.  They  studied  rather  by  their  ambi- 
guity and  indecision  to  throw  difficulties  in  the  way, 
to  perplex  and  entangle  the  proceedings.  Marlbo- 
rough and  Prince  Eugene  were  paramount  in  the 
Confederate  Assembly,  and  their  views  and  sentiments 
were  implicitly  adopted.  To  these  the  continuation 
of  war  was  essentially  beneficial,  both  in  point  of  cha- 
racter and  emolument.  It  ws^  only  in  the  field  of 
battle,  where  Prince  Eugene  was  most  calculated  to 
shine,  that  he  could  hope  to  maintain  his  ten^utalvys^ 

9. 
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and  his  importance.  The  eeiB$9ti(m  of  annff,  it  i^nm 
evident,  would  not  only  atrip  the.Dukeof  a  gpc^atpart 
o£  his  military  revenue,  but  tenoinate  hijs  despotic 
sway  in  the  English  Cabinet  ;-p-Hsince  his  suj^porters 
were  daily  declining  in  the  royal  &voiu:,  and  opuld 
only  hope  to  retain  their  oflEices  so  long.as  his  services 
were  deemed  essential  to  the  country*  The  rejection 
of  peace,  whatever  party  writers  may  have  sqid.onthe 
subiect,  if  candidly  confiidered,  will  be  attributed,  not 
to  the  inoncerity  of  Louis,  but  to  the  interested  views 
of  those  who  had  manijEest  advantages  to  reap  from 
the  {»rotraction  of  the  war.  * 

But  however  enormous  may  be  the  guilt  of  those 
who  shed  innocent  blood  for  the  purposes  of  ambition 
and  aggrandisement — ^who  seek  merely  to  gratify  their 
own  avarice,  under  the  pretext  of  humbling  a  rival 
power,  or  providing  for  the  national  security;  that 
guilt  must  be  charged,  not  on  those  who  are  the  dupes 
of  their  artifice,  or  the  unconscious  instrumeints  of 
their  designs,  but  on  those  who  misinformed  ^d  mis- 
led them.     Though  the  war  must  now  be  r^;ard^  as 
conducted  upon  different  principles  from  those  of  no-* 
cessity,  or  even  those  motives  from  which  it  was  im- 
d^ftaken,  there  is  no  evidence  in  the  subsequ^nt  pa- 
pers to  shew  that  the  Writer  of  the  Diary  was  ap- 
prised of  this  alteration,  or  that  he  had  changed  bis 
original  persudsion  of  the  sacred  justice  of  the  cause 
in  which  he  had  been  so  long  engaged.     The  intrigues 
and  itieroenary  arts  of  statesmen  came  not  within  the 
scope  of  his  observataon  or  intelligence.    These  are  the 
discovery  of  subsequent  inveslagation,  being  hid;  from 

*  SomfartUU'ft  Historyi  cbap.  xvi. 
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the  eyes  of  contempocaries  hj  the  &ke  glomeB  of 
party  writers,  or  -vanudied  over  with  the  edtonmg^  ef 
toith,  by  the  advocates  and  partisans  of  the  existing, 
administration. 

The  n^otJations  tor  peace  did  net  sun^nd  or  retard 
the  operations  of  the  campaign.  Forage  and  otiber 
necessaries  were  providad,  and  on  the  Id'dk  ef  April, 
the  troops  from  the  garrison^  of  Flanders  a»d  Brabant 
were  ordered  to  march  Iqp  Toumay,  the  ]^ace  of  ren- 
dezvous. Their  first  expldit  was  the  successful  attack 
of  the  French  lines  on  the  Dyle.  This  was  fdQowed 
by  the  surrender  of  Douay,  after  an  obstinate  siege. 
Bethune,  St.  Venant,  and  Aire  were  a^rwards  re- 
duced; and  with  these  conquests,  the  transactions  of 
the  year  terminated. 

AprU  2.  Sobbed.  Obliged  by  the  hurry  of  having 
to  march  to-morrow,  to  be  about  things  foreign  to  a 
Sabbath.  O  Lord  pity  and  pardon.  New  I  must 
launch  out  again  into  new  difficulties  and  eonftnacms. 
I  put  my  confidence  in  thee  alone.  I  Mess-  thee  tbat 
I  am  not  given  up  to  melanchcdy,  des^ndency  or 
anxious  fears,  as  I  have  sometimes  too  much  been.  I 
go  out  in  thy  name,  and  thy  presence  must  go  with 
me.  I  cast  all  my  care  upon  thee.  Furnish  me  oat 
in  this  new  post  according  to  the  occasions  of  it,  and 
the  service  Ihou  callest  for.  I  bless  thee  for  the  mer^ 
cies  of  the  winter,  and  leave  my  dear  concern  upon 
thy  care. 

jfyril  3.  This  day  we  marched  out  of  garrison.  O 
Lord,  get  glory  to  thyself,  and  go  forth  at  the  head  of 
our  army  as  the  Captain  of  our  host,  and  let  thine 
enemies  be  scattered.  Direct  and  guide  me,  and  those 
under  my  charge.  I  put  myself  aoi  t^Msm.  \aAet  ^Qb!<| 
protection. 
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April  4—8.  Marching  every  day.  We  made  st 
movement  this  day  by  a  mistake,  for  though  the  army 
marched,  we,  having  the  artillery,  were  not  to  have 
moved. 

April  9.  Sabbath.  Lying  at  arkns  from  morning  till 
two  o'clock,  ready  to  march.  I  retired  as  much  as  I 
could  for  prayer  and  reading ;  applying  several  pro- 
mises with  comfort  and  joy,  both  for  myself  and  the 
public,  Deut.  xJodi.  to  the  xliii.  Josh.  L  9.  v.  13,  14. 
Isaiah  ii.  11.  17.  19.  iii.  10.  v.  4,  5,  6.  viiL  9.  10« 
I  trust  Grod  shall  do  great  things  this  campaign,  and 
be  exalted  in  the  earth,  and  work  salvation  and  de- 
liverance to  his  church  and  people.  We  marched  at 
three  o'clock,  and  marched  all  night  with  a  design,  as 
we  hear,  to  attack  the  French  lines  to-morrow. 

April  10.  This  morning  we  got  within  an  hour  of 
the  lines ;  but  we  hear  the  French  have  quitted  them 
and  retired.  Last  year  these  lines  were  a  bug-bear  to 
us ;  we  durst  not  go  near  them.  God's  time  was  not 
come  then.  Now  he  has  ^ven  u6  them  without  stroke 
of  sword.  This  is  th^  doing  of  the  Lord,  and  should 
be  wonderful  in  our  eyes.  When  I  saw  the  pass  and 
bridge  where  we  were  to  have  attacked  them,  I  could 
not  but  admire  his  goodness ;  for  it  was  so  strong  a 
morass,  that  we  could  hardly  have  made  a-head  toat^ 
tack  it.  But  he  sent  a  terror  and  consternation  among 
our  enemies,  that  made  them  quit  them.  I  hope  this 
is  a  presage  of  more  and  greater  successes  to  follow. 
Lord  make  us  humble,  and  let  there  be  no  vain-boast- 
ing among  us,  in  trusting  to  an  arm  of  flesh. 

In  a  letter  to  his  Lady,  which  appears  to  be  the 
iirst  this  campaign,  the  taking  of  the  lines  and  som« 
other  particulars  axe  meutioQed. 


f  i. 
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Lem^  April  10. 

Now  I  b^in  my  old  employment  again,  and  indeed: 
it  is  one  of  the  most  agreeable  that  I  have  in  the 
camp,  that  of  writing  to  you,  and  receiving  your  let- 
ters. I  bless  the  Lord  all  has  gone  very  well  since 
we  came  out ;  Providence  lets  no  troublesome  or  cross 
accidents  come  in  our  way.  The  weather  has  also: 
mightily  &voured  us,  and  we  are  all  hearty.  The 
army  assembled  between  Lisle  and  Toumay ;  and  the 
garrison  of  Courtray  has  joined  us.  We  have  begun 
the  campaign  well,  blessed  be  God ;  for  St.  Amand 
and  Mortaign,  two  considerable  forts,  are  taken  we 
hear.  This  is  a  good  omen.  I  am  glad  I  can  now 
give  you  better  news,  for  it  has  pleased  God  we  have 
passed  the  French  lines  this  morning,  in  several  phwies, 
without  llie  least  opposition.  The  boors  here  tell  us 
the  French  lare  in  no  condition  to  oppose  us ;  their 
army  is  not  assemUed.  The  Lord  works  far  above, 
and  contrary  to  man's  expectations.  We  marched  all 
day  yesterday,  and  all  night,  from  near  Toumay; 
there  were  several  attacks  to  be  made  if  the  enemy 
had  stood^ 

Our  regiment  has  been  upon  the  artillery  these  four 
days,  and  this  keeps  me  in  constant  hurry.  I  can  tell 
yet  nothing  what  we  are  to  do ;  but  trust  Grod  cheer- 
fully. I  hope,  by  his  blessing,  this  campaign  shall 
prove  so  much  to  the  advantage  of  the  common  cause, 
as  to  procure  us  such  a  happy  peace  as  has  hitherto 
be^>  unattainable.  I  never  Imow  about  the  plenipo^. 
tentiaries,  nor  what  they  are  dmng;  perhaps  peace 
will  come  another  way.  And  now  that  they  have  put 
us  to  th.e  trouble  of  coming  out  to  the  camp,  we  ought 
to  push  the  war  with  vigour;  and  §ppeal^Ei%  \ft  \Jsm6. 
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great  dedflion  of  heaven,  say  with  Jephthah,  7%6  Lord 
AejudffBy  be  judge  this  tbtff  between  uertmd  mtr  tenembs. 
I  have  had  very  good  aooommodolioii  every  night 
Hie  piUow  of  my  oamp-matress  was  fcngot ;  but  I 
made  a  very  good  shift  without  it ;  I  took  b  handle  of 
hay,  which  did  even  as  well;  so  do  not  soold  the 
servant  about  it.  I  bless  the  Lord  I  am  vevy  «My» 
and  no  way  anxious  about  events ;  I  commit  mywUl 
and  all  my  conoems  to  turn  who  does  every  Aingwell 
f<»rme.  His  blessing  and  peace  rest  wiA  yon.  lam; 
thme*  J«  B« 

Madam  Blackader,  diez  Madam  Penieman,  > 
St.  Mldiael^  a  Gand.  j 

April  1 1.    We  have  still  th^  guard  of  Ihe  artiUapy* 
Another  instance  of  the  goodness  of  Qod  to  xm^  inr 
we  expected  the  French,  who  had  retirod  behind  tfaii 
river  Scarp,  would  make  a  stand  and  defend  die  ri^«rf 
but  upon  the  appearanceof  tfaefnmtof  ourmrmy5th0y^ 
quitt(^  that  too,  and  retired  farther  into  the  coimtry ; 
by  which  we  have  free  access  to  beinege  Dooay.     Wo< 
marched  on  and  encamped  near  it.     This  town  is  a 
nest  of  rogues  of  Jesuits,  and  seminaries  of  idcdatry. 
It  would  be  but  a  just  judgment  to  set  it  on  a  fltune*^ 


*  Douay  had  a  famous  Vidv&efdty^  where  many  English  Pajkiata  * 
educated,  by  whom  a  TranslatioA  of  the  Old  Testament  and  Apociy- 
pha,  from  the  Latin  Vulgate,  was  published  in  1610,  about  the  same 
time  with  our  present  established  Ttrsion  of  the  Scriptures,  lliey 
added  notes,  with  aview  to  pervert  those  passages  whicfa  are  opfnted  to 
the  doctrines  and  practices  of  the  Church  of  Borne.  The  Duke  of 
Marlborough  granted  leave  to  the  Rector  of  the  English  College,  and 
his  Students,  about  sixty  in  number,  to  retire  to  Lisle,  where  tiiey  re- 
nmbied  diuing  the  «ege» 
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April  i2b  This  diiy  we  cameofF  the  guard  of  the 
artillery  akid  joined  l^e  army,  which  made  a  move- 
ment neai^r  the  UP^nu 

Jpril  Id.  Here  I  have  good  accommodation,  a 
qiidet  cottage  in  the  isM&i  of  a  wicked  army,  where  I 
can  rethre  and  hold  communion  and  fellowship  witb 
Grod.  My  neighbours  here  envy  me  this  poor  cottage, 
but  they  are  not  peitnitted  to  wrong  me.  Who  shall 
harm  you  if  you  be  foUowers  of  that  which  is  good?  I 
bless  God  for  my  peace  and  qtdetness :  here  I  have 
just  as  much  bttsmess  as  Averts  me,  not  so  much  aa 
to  be  troublesome, 

Aprii  20.  A  tiew  inistance  of  the  Lord's  goodnesi^ 
to  US  in  disapi^oiiitEiig  oat  expectaitik)ns  of  gmng  upon 
this  si^e*  We  hoA  our  account  with  it ;  but  odier 
regiments^  have  been  bmught  out  of  the  garrisons. 

l%is  w»a  o&iy  a  temiporary  resjnte ;  for  they  wciw 
daairAy  ^siUfr  ordered  to  the  siege  as  a  substitute  for- 
one  of  the  other  regiments. 

NeiKT  Doucn/,  April  24. 

The  rc^jteents  a2«  now  named  and  gone  to  tiie 
si^^  a^  Providefice  has  yet  spalred  us.  There  arv 
seven  gotie,  and  it  stOjpt  just  at  ours ;  and  now  we  are- 
tihe  £rst.  I  tafee  it  £r^m  the  hand  of  God  as  a  mer^ 
and  a  kind  dispei^^lition,  come  after  what  will ;  atid: 
when  he  does  send  us  any  such  eitand,  I  trust  it  wili 
be  in  mercy  alsoy  add  to  give  us  ticiore  mgD$l  ex^- 
perienced  of  his  go^d^^ess  to  us.  We  broke  gromsi 
yesternight  at  thiis  town,  and  it  is  hoped  the  siege  wiQ 
not  be  tedious*  It  k  probable  Colonel  Preston  may 
arrive  at  Ghent  this  Week,  or  Major  Aikman  with  oar 
recruits ;  they  are  about  Sb  in  number,  aad  were  to 
sail  upon  the  lOtb. 

ft** 
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I  bless  the  Lord  I  was  never  better  in  health.  I 
am  about  half  a  mile  from  the  regiment,  and  walk  up 
twice  a-day,  and  return  at  night.  I  regret  I  had  not 
brought  Dr.  Tillotson's  sermons  with  me,  for  I  have 
no  good  books  here  to  read.  The  Lord's  peace  be 
with  you.  J.  B. 

Madmn  Blackader,  chez  Madfun  Peniemani  > 
St.  Michael,  a  Gand.  } 

April  25.  I  trust  we  shall  see  the  tyrant  of  France 
humbled  and  mortified  in  another  manner  than  we 
have  yet  seen.  I  only  wish  we  had  a  £Edr  and  fiill 
stroke  at  them.  At  the  two  last  battles  of  Tainiers 
and  Oudenard  we  were  held  back,  as  by  a  chain,  firom 
pursuing  them.  But  the  day  of  their  calamity  is  at 
hand.  The  Lord  can  open  to  us  a  wide  and  effectual 
door  into  France  through  this  town,  that  no  man  shall 
be  able  to  shut  it.  We  have  begun  our  approaoheis 
and  are  raising  our  batteries. 

April  27.  Yesternight  the  enemy  made  a  sally  out 
of  the  town,  and  one  of  our  regiments  (Sutton's)  gave 
way;  most  part  of  the  officers  are  either  killed  or 
wounded.*  This  in  all  appearance  will  bring  our 
regiment  to  the  siege.  This  is  the  Lord's  doing,  and 
not  blind  chance.  It  is  he  who  orders  us,  and  where 
he  sends  us  we  will  cheerfully  go.  I  will  depend 
upon  thee  for  suitable  grace  and  furniture,  according 
to  the  posts  thou  puttest  us  upon :  and  this  regiment 
that  I  have  the  charge  of,  I  commit  the  charge  and 
direction  of  it  to  thee.  What  shall  we  say  when  our 
regiments  give  way  and  turn  their  back  before  the 

*  Ledlard's  Life  of  Marlborough,  voL  ii.  p.  ^4^ 
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enemy?  But  I  do  not  wonder  at  it;  for  every  word 
that  our  Britkh  soldiers  speak  is  a  damning  of  their 
ovni  blood,  and  impious  swearing  by  God's  blood  and 
wounds.  It  will  be  no  wonder  to  see  them  wallowing 
in  their  own  blood  and  wounds.  God  is  just,  he  can 
work  his  own  purposes  by  us,  and  yet  lay  our  carcases 
as  dung  on  the  face  of  the  earth. 

April  30.  We  have  got  notice  this  morning  that 
we  are  to  go  upon  the  siege  to-morrow. 

Map  1.  This  morning  our  regiment  went  into  the 
trenches,  and  blessed  be  God,  we  had  a  very  good 
day,  and  had  not  a  man  killed  or  wounded,  though 
the  enemy  continued  a  very  smart  firing  aU  night  with 
cannon,  bombs,  and  small  shot.  O  Lord,  I  commit 
myself  and  all  to  thee.  Give  me  courage,  strength, 
and  conduct,  as  I  need  it.  Without  thee,  I  find  I 
have  neither  head,  heart,  nor  hand,  but  through  thee 
I  shall  do  valiantly.  We  were  in  the  trenches  all 
night,  and  came  out  next  morning  about  ten  o'clock, 
and  had  only  one  man  hurt.  The  power  and  kind 
providence  of  the  Almighty,  can  make  the  trenches 
or  the  hottest  attack  of  a  breach  to  be  as  safe  as  our 
houses  in  garrison  are.  The  name  of  the  Lord  is  a 
strong  tower;  the  righteous  fiee  into  it  and  are  safe.  I 
am  much  fatigued  by  want  of  sleep,  and  running  up 
and  down  seeing  to  get  every  thing  right. 

Dauay^  May  3. 

I  wrote  to  you  yesterday,  being  desirous  that  you 
should  hear  of  our  being  at  the  siege,  rather  from  myr 
self  than  A*om  any  other  hand.  But  trust  stilL  in 
God  and  hope  in  his  mercy ;  for  we  shall  yet  praise^ 
him ;  and  new  trials  shall  produce  new  deliverances. 
Cvery  campaign  adds-  new .  links  to  that  long  ^  goliksL 
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cbain  of  our  rich  experiences.  Let  us  be  always 
found  in  the  way  o(  duty.  We  were  very  lucky  in 
the  trenches  yesterday^  for  we  had  not  a  man  hurt  all 
the  time ;  only  in  the  coming  out  Serjeant  Allan  got 
a  shot  somewhat  like  mine  at  Hochstet.  We  go  in 
on  Friday  or  Saturday  next,  and  all  I  hope  shall  go 
well.  Our  regiment  having  marched  into  the  besieg- 
ing army,  Sutton's  has  taken  our  poet  in  the  line. 
Our  batteries  begin  to-morrow,  and  it  is  hoped  the 
siege  will  not  be  long. 

I  shall  not  fail  to  make  you  easy  by  writing  as  ire* 
quently  as  I  can,  especially  when  we  come  out  of  the 
trenches.  You  should  think  us  well  out  of  the  cover- 
ing army,  for  the  French  give  out  that  they  will  come 
and  relieve  the  town.  You  have  no  reason  to  be 
alarmed  about  us,  for  though  that  misfortune  hap- 
pened to  our  predecessors,  yet  we  that  come  in  thdr 
place  are  in  no  more  danger  that  way,  than  any  of  the 
forty  battalions  that  are  here ;  and,  indeed,  now  our 
trenches  and  works  are  so  advanced,  that  the  French 
cannot  now  make  any  sorties  as  they  did  at  the  he- 
ginning.  Providence  disposes  of  us  and  of  our  lot  as 
is  best  for  us;  times  of  thoughtfiilness  and  a  rod 
above  our  heads,  are  much  better  than  a  constant  tract 
of  sunshine.  Our  natures  and  our  graces  do  require 
a  sharp  winter  as  weU  as  a  warm  summer,  to  nip  and 
kiU  our  corruptions  and  lusts,  which  otherwise  would 
spoil  and  quite  eat  out  all  the  power  of  religion  and 
grace.  I  am  altogether  persuaded  of  this,  and  there- 
fore bless  God  for  my  lot,  that  I  am  obliged  to  a  life 
of  ftith,  and  a  hiunble  needy  dependence  upon  a  com^ 
plete  Saviour ;  for  it  is  a  wonder  to  see,  when  we  are 
ndihout  rods  and  crosses,  how  dead,  careless,  and 
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unwatchfiil  vre  grow;  our  hearts  how  Tain^  earthly^ 
aad light.  Th6 Lord's peaceand  Ueaabglie with yom 
I  am  thine*  J»  B* 

Madam  Blackader,  chez  Mudfttn  'Petiiemm,  > 
St.  MidM0l>  a  <7and.  > 

ilfay  4*  We  have  lost  four  or  five  mea  last  n^^ 
in  the  tr^iches.  I  bless  €vod  for  the  rest  and  sleeii 
I  had  after  my  fe%ue. 

May  5.  This  momii^  went  into  the  toenches  again^ 
and  got  one  of  the  best  posts  tibere  for  safety  from  the 
cannon  and  bombs  of  the  town.  I  desire  to  observe 
all  to  the  praise  of  God's  mercy  and  goodness.  The 
weather  is  good  i  and  we  had  not  a  man  hurt  all  this 
day. 

Ji^y  6.     This  day  is  one  of  ^lie  greatest  Ebenesert 
ofmylife.     In  the  nranmg  tbe  French  made  a  sally 
from  the  town  upon  that  post  where  eur  regiment  was» . 
It  was  a  little  before  break  of  day.     They  came  on 
silently,  expecting  to  surprise  us^  but  by  the  goodness 

warmng,  and  we  put  ourselves  in  a  poslaire,  and  re« 
ceived  them  so  warmly,  that  they  immediately  retired 
in  confusion  without  firing  a  shot.  It  is  observabfe 
that  it  was  so  ordered,  that  this  second  sally  of  theirs 
should  happen  to  be  only  upon  us,  who  were  brought 
in  to  relieve  that  raiment  upon  whom  the  enemy  fell 
at  the  first  sortie,  and  used  so  iU«  Nat  totis^  O  Lordf 
not  to  usj  but  to  ffiy  name  be  the  praise  and  glory.  It 
was  thou  who  madest  our  enemies  faintly  to  turn  their 
backs  without  attacking  us, — ^for  if  they  had  attacked 
us  briskly,  we  have  no  reason  to  believe^  us  to  our  own 
behaviour,  courage,  ov  conduct,  but  that  there  would 
have  been  as  bad  an  account  of  xio^  «&  ol  ^«afc  '^'^^ 
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were  there  before  us.  For,  indeed,  I  did  see  among 
several  of  our  soldiers  manifest  signs  of  fear  and  ccm^ 
fusion ;  but  the  goodness  of  God  hides  our  failings ; 
and  not  only  so,  but  makes  those  actions,  which  our 
own  hearts  know  to  be  mixed  with  great  weakness,  to 
turn  to  our  honour  and  reputation.  I  have  often  ob- 
served this  since  I  have  been  a  soldier,  and  now  it 
holds  good  as  to  me  and  the  re^ment,  that  our  ac- 
tions, though  in  themselves  not  worth  a  button — ^no 
better  than  other  peoples — ^yea  not  so  good— often- 
times more  weakness  and  defects ;  yet  God  is  some- 
times pleased  so  to  distinguish  them  with  such  -cir- 
cumstances of  reputation,  and  to  place  them  in  such  a 
light,  as  gives  them  a  peculiar  lustre  in  tlie  eyes  o£  the 
world.  I  am  sure  this  should  make  us  hiunble  and 
thankful.  I  acknowledge  for  my  own  part,  if  the 
Lord,  by  his  grace,  did  not  very  powerfully  supply 
and  furnish  me  with  courage  and  fortitude,  I  would 
behave  very  ill.  I  would  have  neither  heart  nor  hand. 
I  am  not  ashamed  to  own  that  I  have  no  fund  of  my 
own,  neither  courage,  nor  wisdom,  nor  conduct,  :but 
what  I  get  from  Grod.  I  find  him  in  straits  a  present 
aid ;  he  gives  most  liberally  and  abundantly  as  occa- 
sions require.  Therefore  I  shaU  rejoice  in  my  own 
emptiness,  and  weakness,  and  fear,  because  it  leads 
me  to  an  infinite  inexhaustible  fountain  and  magazine 
of  all  sorts  of  spiritual  supplies.  I  shall  be  distrustful 
of  myself;  but  in  God  I  will  boast  all  the  day  Jong. 
He  makes  true  my  motto  to  me  every  day,  JDeus  fijr^ 
titudo  mea.  * 


*  This  sortie  of  the  enemy  is  mentioned  by  the  Historian  of  Mari* 
•borough.    «  On  the  17th  of  May,  the  besieged  made  ^LnotheriflaUy 


CAAP.  XVI.  CAMPAIGN  NINTH.  '  385 

May  7.  Sabbath*  I  bless  God  for  sleep  and  sweet 
rest  after  fatigue.  The  most  of  the  world,  by  not 
knowing  the  want  of  them,  do  not  enjoy  the  pleasures 
of  the  most  common  mercies.  Many  poor  soldiers  at 
this  siege  are  exposed  night  and  day  to  fatigue  and 
danger,  and  get  not  sleep  one  night  in  a  week. 

May  8.  Serious  through  this  day,  and  seeking  new 
supplies.  This  is  a  thoughtful  time ;  many  poor  souls 
are  hurried  into  eternity  every  night  at  this  town, 
where  bombs,  cannon  and  musket  bullets  are  flying 
Uke  hailnstones  all  the  night  over. 

May  10.  Our  raiment  went  again  into  the  trenches' 
this  morning.  Our  post  was  not  so  exposed  to  sorties 
as  the  last ;  but  more  to  the  bombs,  &c.  and  most  to 
our  own,  which,  falling  short  of  the  town,  did  incom- 
mode us ;  but  we  had  no  loss.  The  British  this  night 
got  several  things  to  humble  them.  There  was  IOC 
grenadiers  commanded  out  to  sustain  the  workmen- 
that  were  to  go  out  and  make  a  lodgment  on  the  other 
side  of  the  avant-fosse.  The  French  came  out  with  a 
great  noise,  perhaps  but  a  small  number,  and  they  all 
gave  way,  and  quitted  the  lodgment;  several  being* 
killed  and  wounded. 

May  12.  This  night  I  had  the  command  in  the 
trenches,  to  sustain  the  workmen  to  make  up  that 
sibne  lodgment.  Our  workmen  were  in  great  disorder 
this-  night  also,  and  did  not  do  their  duty  as  they 
ought.     I  could  not  help  it.     There  was  hot  firing  all 


with  nine  companies  of  grenadiers ;  bot  Colonel  Prjeston  gave  them 
so  warm  a  reception,  that  upon  the  first  firing  of  his  men,  the  enemy 
retired  in  great  confusion,  and  left  above  100  men  prisoners."  Led. 
Life  of  MofUfHTQiuglh  ▼<^*  u«  P«'^7. 
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night;  I  cameoffattimHnbsing,  andhadfiOmerest.  We 
have  made  a  lodgment  on  the  otiber  side  oi  the  fosse. 

On  this  subject  he  remarks  in  a  letter  to  his  wife, 
^*  I  find  the  command  far  less  troublesome  when 
the  raiment  is  in,  than  with  the  workers;  there  is 
always  a  great  deal  of  confusion  at  any  business  of 
that  nature,  in  the  night ;  and  so  it  was  yesternight. 
We  were  to  make  up  the  lodgment  on  the  other  side 
of  the  outer  fosse,  which  we  had  been  put  firom  the 
night  before ;  and  indeed  our  workmen  did  their  buA- 
ness  very  ill,  for  the  French  came  out  several  times 
with  great  noise  on  purpose  to  frighten  the  workmen ; 
and  it  had  the  effect,  for  they  ran  away  so  that  it  was 
impossible  to  get  the  third  partof  them  kept  togetheri 
However  there  was  a  lodgment  made.  These  com** 
mands  are  exceedingly  troublesome,  because  of  the 
vexation  it  gives  an  officer  when  his  men  do  not  do 
their  duty." 

In  another  letter,  dated  the  14tfa,  he  observes,  ^'  Our 
sic^  goes  on  well ;  somewhat  more  slowly  than  at  the 
beginning.  We  are  now  near  the  counterscarp*  The 
covering  army  marched  yesterday,  advancing  a  little 
way  to  the  front  to  meet  Marshal  Villars,  in  case  he 
have  a  mind  to  come  and  pay  them  a  visit,  which 
most  believe  he  will  not.  We  are  to  be  in  the  trenches 
to-morrow ;  we  go  there  every  fifth  day* — ^We  expert 
our  recruits  on  Tuesday  or  Wednesday ;  if  they  came 
away  cm  Saturday,  they  may  be  useful  to  us  yet  this 
siege." 

May  15.  Our  raiment  marched  into  the  trenches 
this  morning.  We  fa^  a  good  day.  Providence  is 
favourable  to  us;  we  were  bombarded  pretty  smartly 
from  the  town,  yet  by  the  goodi^ei^  of  Gi^.  wo  Jh«4 


CHAP.  XVI.  CAMPAIGN  NINTH.  387 

very  little  hms.    As  for  myself  I  see  distmguishing 
marics  of  his  favour  toward  me. 

May  16.  We  came  out  this  morning.  The  firing 
from  cannon,  bomhs,  and  small  shot  continued  on  us 
all  night.  We  hear  the  French  army  were  upon  th^ 
march  yesterday  to  Arras.  They  and  our  army  were 
encamped  pretty  near  each  other  last  night.  There 
are  four  regiments  to  be  sent  for  from  the  si^e,  iii 
case  they  come  to  attack  us ;  and  it  is  said  ours  will 
be  one. 

May  17.  This  day  the  enemy  being  in  motion  to- 
wards us  we  expect  a  battle  to-morrow.  All  my  hope 
and  comfort  is,  that  the  Lord  of  Hosts  is  on  our  side, 
and  when  he  is  the  Greneral  of  the  army,  what  have 
we  to  fear  ? 

Tuesday^  May  16. 

We  are  come  from  the  trenches  this  morning ;  and 
blessed  be  God  all  well.  Hitherto,  the  days  that  the 
raiment  has  been  in  the  trenches,  are  the  best  and 
safest.  We  have  less  loss  then  than  when  detachments 
go  to  work.  The  siege  goes  on  well  enough,  though 
perhaps  not  so  quick  as  the  people  in  the  coffee-houses 
imagine  it  should  do.  We  are  now  sapping  and  min- 
ing close  to  the  pallisades  of  the  counterscarp.  The 
imperial  attack  is  not  quite  so  far  advanced  yet,  and 
both  must  be  carried  on  together.  My  dearest,  trust 
still  in  God,  and  possess  your  soul  in  patience,  living 
by  faith.  For  there  would  be  no  occasion  for  faith, 
nay  there  would  be  no  such  thing  as  faith,  if  we  had 
all  our  wishes  and  desires  accomplished  just  in  the 
very  way  and  time  that  we  carve  out  to  ourselves. 
But  these  various  dispensations  of  Providence  do  bring 
forth  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness  to  those 
that  are  exercised  thareby» 
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Our  covering  army  moved  three  days  ago  to  take 
up  their  post  in  the  line  of  battle ;  and  we  hear  that 
the  French  army  vi^ere  upon  their  march  towards 
Arras.  It  is  altogether  uncertain  (to  me  at  least  it  is) 
whether  they  have  a  mind  to  come  and  offer  battle  to 
our  army  or  not :  Most  believe  they  will  not  In  case 
they  do,  four  of  the  British  Regiments  here  are  to  join 
the  army ;  what  four  it  may  be  I  cannot  tell  you.  All 
things  are  to  be  left  to  the  disposal  of  Providence ;  we 
cannot  do  better. 

We  expected  our  recruits  to  be  here  this  day,  and 
that  they  would  have  made  greater  haste,  considering 
our  circumstances  here.  The  Colonel  is  not  very  well 
pleased  about  it,  for  there  are  between  forty  or  fifty 
of  our  regiment  IdUed  and  wounded  already.  I  wrote 
you  the  day  after  we  came  out  of  the  trenches,  and 
after  I  had  been  there  on  command  next  night.  It  is 
true  that  our  workmen  were  frightened  from  their 
work  several  times,  but  the  work  was  done  at  last ; 
and  now  most  of  our  labour  is  sapping,  which  is  a 
sure  and  a  slow  work ;  and  therefore  do  not  grudge 
the  siege  lasting  eight  or  ten  days  longer.  The .  sav- 
ing of  men  will  recompense  the  loss  of  time,  though 
we  will  still  be  losing  men  every  day  at  working.  My 
service  to  all  friends.     Thine,  &c.  J.  B. 

Madam  Blackader,  chez  Madam  Penieman,  > 
St.  Michael,  a  Gand,  5 

Mdy  19.  This  day  the  enemy  advanced  towards 
ns.  There  are  four  regiments  sent  for  from  the  siege, 
whereof  ours  is  one.  We  marched  up  to  the  army  in 
the  evening,  and  were  put  into  one  of  the  intrench- 
ments  which  are  cast  up  along  the  line.  It  iffexr 
pected  they  wiU  attack  \is  WjnOTtw?, 
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May  20.  Our  army  wrought  all  night  intrenching 
themselves.  The  enemy  do  not  think  fit  to  atta;ck  ui^ . 
in  this  post.  Our  four  regiments  were  sent  back  to 
the  siege,  and  we  marched  straight  into  the  trenches. 
I  was  detached  upon  command  into  the  sap,  to  com- 
mand the  grenadiers  and  those  who  were  to  fire  all 
night.  I  was  surprised  at  this,  because  I  tvas  not 
near  commiand ;  but  it  was  the  pure  decision  of  Pro- 
vidence, being  done  by  lot ;  so  I  went  cheerfully,  being: 
assured  that  it  was  not  blind  chance,  but  God  who 
sent  me  there.  I  was  very  well  carried  through,  fof  : 
he  lets  me  see  that  the  hottest  post  at  the  siege,  is  as 
safe  as  my  own  chamber.  I  see  also  that  he  sends; 
me  upon  these  posts,  on  purpose  to  make  me  an  in*- 
stance  and  monument  of  his  goodness,*-of  his  pro- 
tecting, defending,  and  delivering  mercy,  and  to  put 
new  songs  of  praise  in  my  mouth ;  new  links  added 
to  that  golden  chain  of  sweet  e:8penence8. 

We  had  an  alarm  in  the  night  from. a  magasrine  of 
the  enemy's  grenades  blowing  up  on  the  counterscarp,- 
which  we  took  to  be  a  sortie.  We  had  no  harm  by 
it,  though  it  was  hard  by  us.  Thau  shaknotbe  afraid 
of  the  terrors  by  night .  Going  through  the  saps  and 
bridges  where  the  bombs,  small-shot,  and  grenades 
were  flying  pretty  thick ;  I  believed  I  was  even  jm 
safe  there,  under  the  protection  of  God,  as  if  I  had 
been  at  home.  Thou  art  my  shield  and  buckler.  I 
shaU  never  attribute  my  deliverances  to  blind  destiny. 
.  May  21.  In  the  morning  I  came  off  the  advanced 
post,  and  joined  the  regiment  in  the  trenches;  we 
had  a  good  night,  only  one  man  kiUed  by  a  bomb. 
Sabbath,  This  is  two  nights  we  have  been  at  arms. 
I  came  home,  lay  down  and  slept  from  ten  till  iwp 
o'clock.    I  bless  Gpd  who  gwes  iftfe  'wat  vStet  SaSss^^^ 
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and  sleep  after  long  watching.  I  was  s^t  ftfr  to  sup 
abroad,  where  we  had  mnch  idle  conveFsation.  IxMrd, 
deanse  my  soul  from  the  filth  and  sin  I  contract  in 
evil  company.  I  endeavoured  also  to  testify  my  dis*' 
like  at  vice,  and  abominable  things,  as  they  came  to 
be  the  subject  of  conversation. 

May  23.  Unwell  and  feverish.  I  sent  for  a  smr<-' 
geon,  and  took  blood,  and  grew  better.  I  was  pre^: 
paring  for  my  pocrt;,  but  the  Colonel  would  not  penmt' 
me  to  go  into  the  trenches  with  the  re^ment,  because^ 
the  night  air  might  do  me  hurt. 

By  this  temporary  malady,  he  probably  made  an 
escape  from  an  unforeseen  danger ;  for,  as  it  appears 
in  the  following  letter,  an  accident  happened^  by  the 
blowing  up  of  some  grenades,  which  killed  x>r  famft 
several  of  his  men. 

Wednesday,  Map  S4w 

There  is  nothing  extraordinary  among  us  edniie  i 
last  wrote  yoo.  The  siege  goes  dnwly  on.  It  3e  a 
very  great  sMrcy  we  have  had  sudi  fiemr  wealher  a& 
along,  for  otherwise  it  would  have  been  sad  working 
in  the  trenches.  There  is  no  appearance  ci  the  enenvy^ 
coming  neat  us  to  relieve  the  town. — ^Yesternight 
we  had  mxteen  men  wounded  and  burnt  by  an  bcA* 
dent  of  the  blowing  up  of  some  powder  and  grenades. 
Two  of  them  are  dead.  Lieutenant  Graham  is  hurt^ 
and  Seijeant  Davidson.  We  have  but  little  loss  now^ 
except  by  these  accidents  that  cannot  be  fin^seen.— • 
Our  regiment  goes  in  again  to  the  trenches  to-morrow, 
and  I  hope  the  Divine  care  and  protection,  will  ba 
around  us  as  it  has  been.  The  Lord  keep  and  pra* 
serve  you.  J^B. 

Madam  Blackader,  diei  Bladam  Pemamaii, 
Si.  Micbael,  a  Gtnk 


\ 
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MaySQ.  We.  went  into  die  trenches  again  this 
morning.  Hie  goodness  of  Gk>d  puts  a  L^dge  round 
me;  he  is.  also  graciojas  to  the  regiment  in  sparing 
them. 

Thnrsdajfj  June  1. 

We  came  out  of  the  trenches  yesterday,  where 
Providence  is  still  kind  to  ujb,  and  brings  us  out  with 
little  loss.  No  doubt  you  are  weaarymg  of  this  siege^ 
and  think  it  lasts  very  long :  so  are  we  too.  But  we 
must  be  patient,  and  wait  God's  time  which  is  the 
best.  Let  it  be  our  work  to  profit  under  all  these 
dispensations,  by  a  true  solid  Christian  g^owa^  laying 
aside  every  weighty  and  running  with  patience  the 
race  set  before  us,  looking  unto  Jesus.  I  bless  God 
I  am  as  well  as  ever  I  was  in  my  life,  as  to  my  healthy 
and  «very  way  else.  Providence  makes  me  easy,*  and 
I  should  be  very  ungrateftd  if  I  W^re  not  fully  con- 
tent. 

We^  are  ~  transacting  about  Brown's  cOmmissio% 
(the  Defm  of  Guildf^i  son.)  I  know  not  yet  what  lie 
has  to  pay ;  if  it  be  more  than  500  gilders,  (which  I 
believe  it  will  not,)  I  must  engage  for  it  mysdf  till  I 
draw  upon  his  father.  I  wrote  to  Colonel  Cunning- 
ham the  other  day,  as  we  had  a  design  upon  Yprea 
lately,  but  it  has  mislucked.  We  must  leave  it  to  the 
French  to  take  towns  by  trick  and  treachery;  we 
never  get  any  that  way.  We  get  all  we  win  very 
honourably,  with  our  blood  and  the  sweat  of  our  brow» 

Let  me  know  who  are  kind  to  you,  and  give  them 
thanks  in  my  name.  That  God  may  bless  you  with 
every  rich  blessing  is  the  constant  prayer  of  thine. 

J.K 

Madam  Blackader,  chez  Madam  Pemanan, ) 
St.  Michael,  a  Gaud.  } 
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June  4.  Sabbath.  We  went  into  the  trenches,  and 
Providence  has  been  kind  to  ns  as  it  hath  always  been. 
The  Lord  was  very  gracious  to  me  in  particular,  and 
put  a  new  song  of  praise  into  my  mouth :  while  I  was 
looking  to  our  batteries  firing,  there  came  a  musket- 
ball  from  the  town  and  shot  through  my  hat,  slanting 
close  by  my  head.  Thou,  O  Lord,  coverest  my  head 
in  time  of  danger.  O  make  me  careful  to  treasure  up 
these  experiences  in  my  heart.  We  came  out  of  the 
trenches  next  day  with  small  loss. 

June  6.  This  morning  I  was  hurried  out  by  com- 
pany ere  I  got  time  for  retirement ;  and  was  led  away 
to  a  place  in  the  trenches,  where  we  were  needlessly 
exposed  to  great  and  small  shot  from  the  town.  I 
have  no  peace  in  these  needless  exposings  of  myself. 
When  I  have  a  call  that  it  is  my  duty  to  go  into  dan- 
ger, then  I  depend  upon  God  for  suitable  through- 
bearing.  But  where  I  have  no  call,  I  have  no  such 
promise.  Riding  abroad  in  the  afternoon  I  went  to 
our  hospital,  where  was  a  melancholy  sight  of  wounded 
men.  May  it  please  God  in  his  mercy  to  put  an  end 
to  this  tedious  troublesome  siege. 

June  8.  I  went  through  all  the  imperial  attack  in 
the  forenoon.  In  the  evening  there  was  an  attack 
upon  the  two  ravelines  of  the  town.  I  went  up  and 
saw  it.  It  was  hot  work  for  a  while;  but  we  know 
not  yet  how  it  has  gone.  But  many  poor  souls,  no 
doubt,  by  this  time  are  hurried  into  eternity. 

June  9.  This  morning  we  went  into  the  trenches. 
We  see  that  our  attack  did  not  succeed  so  well  as  we 
could  have  wished,  for  we  were  beat  back  and  got  not 
full  possession  of  the  ravelines ;  yet  we  made  a  lodg- 
ment in  them  botl^.     This  attack  h^  cpst  us  deart 
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Many  were  killed  and  wounded,  as.  we  may  guess  by 
our  own  regiment,  for  of  thirty-nine  that  were  there, 
we  have  thirty-two  killed  and  wounded.  I  observe  the 
goodness  of  God  to  me  also  on  this  occasion.     I  was 
the  first  upon  command,  of  the  field  officers  of  the 
besieging  army,  yesterday  when  the  attack  was  or- 
dered ;  but  our  regiment  being  to  go  next  day  into 
the  trenches,  the  custom  is,  that  that  regiment  gives 
no  men  or  officers  on  command  the  night  before.     In 
this  way  it  missed  me,  and  the  next  officer  on  com- 
mand was  taken.      Whoso  is  tvise  will  consider  these 
things^,  cmd  see  the  loving  kimhiess  of  the  Lord.    I  have 
occasions  every  day  of  observing  this.     I  would  have 
blessed  God  also  if  he  had  sent  me,  for  I  trust  he 
would  have  borne  my  charges,  and  carried  me  through 
to  the  praise  6f  his  grace.     The  Lord  is  merciful  to 
our  regiment,  for  we  have  not  had  a  man  either  killed 
or  wounded  in  the  trenches  these  twenty-four  hours. 
Jime  10.     We  came  safe  out  of  the  trenches  this 
morning.  I  went  to  bed  and  slept  till  the  evening,  and 
it  was  well  I  did  so,  for  I  was  ordered  in  again  at  night 
with  200  grenadiers  to  sustain  our  lodgments. 

And  here  again  I  observe  the  kindness  of  God  to^ 
wards  me ;  for  about  an  hour  before  I  came  into  the 
trenches,  the  enemy  sprung  a  mine  upon  that  rave- 
line  where  my  post  was  to  be,  and  overturned  all  our 
lodgment,  and  killed  and  blew  up  a  good  many  men. 
We  soon  recovered  our  lodgment,  and  made  up  our 
works.  We  expected  it  would  be  a  troublesome  night, 
and  that  the  enemy  would  dispute  every  foot  of  ground 
with  us,  as  indeed  they  have  hitherto  done ;  ]but  we 
were  mercifully  disappointed,  for  they  quitted  all  thp 
xavelines  entirely  to  us,  and  we  had  itfst  ^xoist^  q^as^ 
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and  peaceable  night  since  the  mege  b^an,  tor  tbey 
threw  not  so  much  as  a  bomb  or  a  stone  all  the  night. 
We  were  expecting  also  to  have  our  lodgment  on  the 
left  hand  blown  up ;  but  in  that  also  we  were  agree- 
ably disappointed.  O  how  many  mercies  have  I  had 
in  this  siege  !  new  songs  of  praise  every  day  !  Lord^ 
make  me  thankfiily  and  humble,  and  holy. 

Jtme  11.  In  the  evening  I  came  off  my  command 
in  the  trenches.  The  Lord  makes  the  most  daeger- 
ous  posts  a  safe  habitation  to  me.  Just  befoi'e  I  came 
out,  the  enemy  began  to  throw  bombs,  grenades,  and 
stones,  from  the  town,  and  all  the  night  following 
have  plied  our  trenches  very  hot  with  these,  espe- 
cially stones,  whereby  many  of  our  men  are  wounded. 
The  Lord  restrains  my  enemies  from  doing  me  hurt 
Let  these  things  sink  deep  into  my  heart,  never  to 
forget  his  goodness.  The  Sabbath,  but  not  spent  like 
a  Sabbath. 

June  14.  Resting  these  two  days.  This  morning 
we  went  into  the  trenches.  At  two  o'clock  they 
beat  the  charaade,  and  hung  out  a  white  flag  to 
capitulate,  which  was  a  very  acceptable  sight  to  us 
all;  for  this  has  been  a  very  toilsome,  long,  and 
bloody  siege.  I  bless  the  Lord  for  the  bountiful  sup- 
plies he  has  given  me  during  the  siege,  and  for  Ids 
protecting,  preserving  mercy. 

June  15.  They  have  not  yet  relieved  us  out  of  the 
trenches.  We  are  much  fatigued  by  bring  two  days 
in  them.  We  hear  we  are  to  get  Fort  Scarp  ahK^ 
which  we  were  hardly  expecting.  This  is  a  great 
mercy,  for,  it  would  have  proved  troublesome,  and 
perhaps  taken  up  much  of  our  precious  time. 

JUtmlB.    We  were  not  relieved  till  twelve  o'doek 


tliis  day.    We  have  got  possession  of  a  post,  and  of 
the  ¥oTt  also.    Blessed  be  God  who  has  brought  this 
.^oublesome  siege  at  length  to  a  happy  issue. 

June  18.  Sabbath*  The  garrison  of  Douay  marehed 
out,  and  we  were  under  arms  all  day  on  that  account. 
I  was  invited  to  dine  with  a  Grenera^  but  I  had  rath^ 
fasted.  O  Lord,  wash  and  cleanse  me  from  the  filth 
I  contract  among  wicked  men,  by  filthy,  idle  conver- 
aation.  I  flee  to  the  mercy  of  Grod  in  Christ,  and  to 
the  blood  of  Christ  for  repentance  and  remission  of 
sin.    Deliver  me  out  of  these  snares.     Sanctify  my 

soul. 

June  25.  Yesterday  I  went  in  to  Douay  and  viewed 
all  our  works,  and  the  French  works.  There  I  erect 
new  moniunents  of  gratitude ;  for  mercy  and  good- 
ness have  foUowed  me  remarkably  all  this  siege. 
This  day  is  kept  by  orders  in  our  army,  a  thanks^ 
^ving  for  the  reduction  of  the  town.  None  have 
more  cause  to  keep  it  with  a  grateful,^  cheerful  heart 
than  I  have.  None  have  experienced  more  signal  de- 
liverances, or  been  attended  with  more  distinguishing 
marks  of  the  Divine  care.  After  spending  the  day  at 
home,  I  walked  again,  in  the  evening,  to  the  trenches, 
and  went  through  all  the  works  where  I  had  been  dur* 
ing  the  si^e.  At  every  post  I  met  with  fresh  remem- 
brances and  monuments  of  mercy. 

Thus,  after  a  siege  of  two  months,  maintained  with 
the  most  obstinate  resolution  and  defence  on  the  part 
t>f  the  garrison,  the  large  and  well-fortified  city  of 
Douay  surrendered*  In  addition  to  the  resistanoe 
fi^HU  within,  the  besiegers  were  greatly  retarded  by 
lother  obstacles,  such  as  the  difficultieB  o£  the  groimd, 
4Mid  the  menaces  of  Mairiial  VUkunii  who.iiiMlit 
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ral  eiforts  to  attack  the  covering  army.  Th^  garri- 
son waj9  reduced  to  nearly  one-half  of  their  original 
number,  but  the  Allies  suiFered  much  more  severely^ 
having  in  killed  and  wounded  above  8000  men.  The 
loss  of  Colonel  Preston's  R^ment  was  comparatively 
small,  amounting  to  50  killed,  and  about  200  wounded. 
This  service  seems  to  have  been  the  last  in  which  the 
regiment  was  employed  this  campaign.  They  joined 
the  army  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  who  was 
marching  after  Villars,  in  the  hope  of  provoking  him 
to  an  engagement  which  he  declined,  having  retired 
within  his  new  lines  near  Arras,  which  rendered  it 
impracticable  for  the  Allies  either  to  attack  him,  or 
invest  that  town  as  they  wished. 

June  26.  Now  we  are  going  to  march  again.  The 
Lord  direct  us  what  is  next  to  be  done.  Thy  pre- 
sence go  with  us.  I  depend  upon  thee  alone,  come 
battles,  or  sieges,  or  what  else  thou  pleasest.  Being 
near  the  French,  I  went  to  view  the  army  close  at 
hand,  and  mercifully  escaped  a  trap  that  was  hud. 

July  2.  Sabbath,  But  forced  to  do  many  things 
foreign  to  a  Sabbath,  by  preparing  for  a  review  to- 
morrow. This  is  a  sad  way  of  living.  How  is  the 
mind  defiled  and  the  edge  of  zeal  against  sin  blunted. 
Sin  becomes  conmion  and  familiar.  The  sjarit  of 
God  is  forced  away^  Grace  withers^  The  heart 
grows  hard  and  dead.  I  earnestly  besought  the  Lord 
to  deliver  me  out  of  the  tents  of  wickedness^  How 
long  shall  we  hear  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  and  the 
alarms  of  war.  Woes  me  that  I  sojourn  so  long 
among  them.  I  am  in  a  dry,  barren,  thirsty  land, 
where  I  want  the  means  and  influences  of  spiritual 
communion.     O  that  thou  wouldest  in  mercy  restore 
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me  again  to  the  tabernacles  of  thy  grace ;  and  let  me 
see  the  beauty  of  the  Lord,  as  I  have  seen  thee  in  thy 
sanctuary.  In  meditating  upon  the  present  state  of 
affidrs,  I  found  my  temper  too  ready  to  fret  and  grow 
melancholy,  by  seeing  our  army,  which  we  have  rea- 
son to  esteem  the  best  ever  was  in  this  country,  stopped 
from  making  progress,  by  an  enemy  which  we  flat- 
tered ourselves  could  not  well  make  head  against  us ; 
aiid  that  now  we  are  obliged  to  turn  away  from  them, 
and  march  another  way.  But  in  readmg  the  Scrip- 
tures in  my  ordinary,  I  got  both  reproof  and  instruc- 
tion. The  first  was  1  Chron.  xiii.  10.  to  teach  me 
not  to  be  solicitously  or  sinfully  anxious  about  the  ark 
of  God:  He  will  take  care  of  his  own  ark.  The 
second  was  in  the  14th  chapter,  14th  verse,  where  we 
may  see  that  God  sometimes  takes  a  plain  direct  way 
as  in  the  10th  verse ;  and  sometimes  works  by  con- 
trary and  impbobable  means.  Providence  is  never  at 
a  loss,  though  we  may  be  ignorant  and  in  the  dark  as 
to  its  operations.  We  are  patiently  to  follow  and  not 
to  limit,  or  prescribe  rules. 

'  Julp  3.  This  day  we  were  reviewed,  all  going 
well;  and  to-morrow  we  march  from  the  army  I 
know  not  whither. 

.  Jfdy  6.  Our  order  for  migrching  is  countermand^, 
so  we  stay  stilL 

JtUy  15.  Hearing  from  my  wife  that  she  is  not 
well.  I  went  to  Courtray,  where  my  fears  were  pre- 
vented, for  we  had  a  comfortable  meeting, 

Juhjl  21.  There  is  a  report  that  both  armies  are 
marched  in  prospect  of  a  battle.  I  Was  somewhat 
imeasy  that  I  should  be  here  at  Courtray  absent  from 
my  post. 
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July  24.  Heard  again  that  there  k  no  actko^  nor 
any  appearance  of  it.    * 

August  3.  This  day  I  left  Omrtnty,  and  at  n%;lit 
came  to  Lisle.  Next  day  I  returned  to  the  caHp* 
The  weather  is  now  stormy^  and  I  have  lost  my  fitlle 
cottage  by  the  army's  removing. 

August  17.  We  had  hfeurde^joie  for  our  irictory  in 
Spain. 

August  18.  I  went  to  see  Bethnne,  which  in  cwfif 
tulating.  The  Lord  be  pa*aised  for  it.  Let  him  direct 
us  what  we  are  to  do  next. 

August  20.  Walking  in  the  fields  in  sight  of  the 
French  army.  I  have  great  bcddness  in  praying  they 
may  be  defeated.  Their  master  is  the  great  supporter 
of  Satan's  and  Antichrist's  Idngdom,  the  plight-anebor 
of  all  that  are  haters  of  true  religion  and  the  liberties 
of  mankind.  I  live  in  the  faith  to  see  his  power  yet 
more  humbled,  Ivoken,  and  confounded. 

August  21.  Very  much  troubled  and  vexed  with 
the  folly  and  madness  of  an  acquaintance  who  seemt 
to  be  abandoned  of  God  and  left  to  himself.  Lard, 
touch  his  heart  with  a  sense  of  his  miscarriages,  stop 
him  in  the  career  he  is  now  runnio^  and  reclaim  him 
as  the  prodigal  son.  I  was  serious  with  him»  laying 
his  duty  home  to  his  coq^ience  as  be  will  answer,  at 
the  great  day  upon  his  peril.  May  the  Lord  render 
it  effectual  to  him. 

August  26.  At  court;  but  only  to  hear  the  news,  sM 
I  had  nothing  to  ask.  A1»x>ad  at  dinnser,  wheore  we 
drank  no  more  than  what  aU  the  company  thought 
very  moderate  and  soWs  yet  I  tho«i^t  it  toe^  mmk : 
xiot  that  reason  was  disturbed  thereby,  but  I  eamot 
endure  to  have  my  head  the  least  warmed,  or  Aat 
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<$ooliiess  of  thinking  nunred  wldoh  I  woidd  altrayg  be 
master  of. 

September  4.  Left  the  eamp  yecrlerday  and  Ind  a 
long  journey.  This  day  I  haT«  again  a  MmfortaUa 
nieetb^  with  my  wife  and  friends.  Lidtd,  nudM  «a 
thankful  and  ^e  ns  graee  te^  pay  <mr  Towsr  Let  aa 
rejoice  in  thee,  and  in  tiiy  goodhieee,  and  let  not  the 
enjoyments  of  the  world  steal  oar  hearts  away  frott 
thee. 

Septembers*  We  have  been  almrmed  here  all  day  by 
the  enemy  being  near  us,  apprehending  that  pertuqps 
Ihey  might  hare  a  demgn  upon  this  jj^ace.  But  about 
twelve  o'clock  we  found  that  their  design  was  u^on 
the  convoy.  We  went  out  in  the  afternoon  wiHi  the 
few  men  that  could  be  spared  here,  to  try  if  we  could 
give  any  help,  but  when  we  came  within  half  an  bottr 
of  the  place,  we  were  infiMrmed  diat  die  convoy  was 
beat,  and  they  are  bumk^  and  blowing  up  ttm  Aips. 
This  is  a  very  great  toss,  and  great  affiroftt.  Neat  4by 
we  went  out  to  viaw  4he  ileM  of  batde^  and  saw  a 
melane3i<^y  sight  of  near  300  men  lyii^  drowned  on 
the  river  sides.  There  scons  to  have  beeu  greatmii^ 
mani^ement  and  bad  behaviour  in  this  aflSifir.  WliM 
Ood  is  not  with  ns,  we  have  neither  comn^  nor  con* 
duct. 

This  disastrous  action  took  place  at  St.  Hby-l/lve, « 
short  distance  from  Courtray.  Hie  Confederates 
were  obliged  to  feteh  their  provinons  and  aannindtion 
from  GHient,  Toumay,  and  Lide.  A  convoy  iff  forty 
beats,  laden  with  powder,  bombs,  hay.  Sic.,  wiSi  a  gnard 
ef  1200  men,  cMimanded  hf  Colonel  Gitycei,  wMks 
coming  up  the  Lys,  was  surprised  and  attacked  by  a 
party  of  ^e  enemy  about  4fM0  stveng*   TUa  m^jnnss^ 


400  LIFE  OF  COL.  BLACK AD£R.  CiiAP.  XVI« 

force  must  have  been  more  than  an  overmatch  for  the 
convoy,  notwithstanding  the  strictures  of  Colonel 
Blackader.  Besides  the  200  killed,  about  600  were 
taken  prisoners,  among  whom  was  the  commander 
himself.  Some  of  the  boats  were  sunk  to  stop  the 
navigation  o(  the  river,  others  were  blown  up,  and  so 
tremendous  was  the  shock  that  the  village  of  St.  Eloy- 
Vive  was  laid  in  ruins ;  the  country  for  miles  round 
was  shaken,  and  windows  broken  as  by  an  earthquake^ 
The  Lys  was  diverted  from  its  channel,  and  divided 
into  two  currents.  This  misfortune  retarded  the  sieges 
of  St  Venant  and  Aire,  in  which  the  Allies  were  now 
engaged 

October  4.  My  time  passes  here  very  agreeably^ 
I  have  good  company.  May  it  be  blest  for  our  mu- 
tual edification.  Sometimes  too  keen  in  dispute. 
Lord,  make  me  always  zealous  for  thee  and  thy  truth. 

October  21.  This  morning  I  left  Courtray,  and 
next  day  came  to  the  camp^  through  eight  leagues  of 
the  worst  road  I  ever  travelled ;  but  blessed  be  God 
we  came  all  safe  without  any  accident.  I  find  all 
quiet  and  peaceable  here  as  when  I  left  it,  so  that  I 
hope  no  inconvenience  has  arisen  from  my  long  ab- 
sence.    All  this  is  the  goodness  of  God. 

October  28.  The  weather  has  now  become  un- 
pleasant ;  and  it  is  very  uncomfortable  for  the  poor 
soldiers  to  live  now  in  a  camp.  This  night  about 
nine  o'clock  the  town  (Aire)  began  to  capitulate. 
Lord  be  blessed  that  we  have  carried  it  at  last,  after 
Irnany  errors  and  mistakes.  Providence  frequently 
humbles  us  in.  the  detail  and  the  execution,  but  it 
Aivotirs  our  undertakings  in  the  main. 
•    November  1.    I  went  down  to  visit  the  town  and 
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the  trenches,  and  saw  the  French  garrison  march  out. 
We  have  drawn  lots  for  our  garrisons,  and  we  are  to 
go  to  Ghent. 

November  4.  I  have  to  praise  the  Lord  for  bring- 
ing this  campaign  to  so  comfortable  an  issue;  for 
having  preserved  and  protected  me  in  the  midst  of 
dangers  and  fatigues. 

Ncvember  18.  We  arrived  at  Courtray,  and  (12th) 
i^me  into  garrison. 


&S 
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CHAPTER  XVIL 


CAMPAIGN  TENTH,  1711. 


Continuation  of  Hostilitiet— Colonel  Blackader  proposes  to  resign-* 
Campaign— Passing  of  the  French  lines^Siege  of  Bourhain— 
Letters— Colonel  BUckader  sells  his  Commission,  and  leaves  die 
Army— Arriyes  in  London— Peace  of  Utredit, 

Advances  were  still  making  towards- peace,  and  the 
British  Cabinet  was  much  inclined  for  pacific  me»> 
sures,  but  the  mutual  jealousies  of  the  Allied  Powers 
prevented  them  firom  acting  with  decision  or  unani- 
mity :  These  divisions  abroad,  and  the  party  conten* 
lions  among  the  ministry  at  home,  emboldened  the 
French  Eang  to  renew  his  exertions  in  the  Nether- 
lands; and  Marshal  Villars,  as  Commander  of  the 
forces,  opened  the  campaign  with  a  m<Nre  numerous 
army  than  any  that  had  taken  the  field  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  war.  The  Duke  of  Marlborough, 
notwithstanding  his  friends  had  lost  their  influence  in 
the  Queen's  councils,  continued  to  preside  over  the 
Confederate  arms,  and  this  year  gave  fresh  proofis  of 
his  extraordinary  talents,  and  military  capacity.  The 
two  most  remarkable  of  his  exploits  were  the  paaBUPig 
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ef  the  French  hues  by  stratagem,  and  the  reduction 
«f  Bouchain.  This  was  his  last  campaign,  for  such  is 
tine  instability  of  human  greatness,  that  op  his  return 
to  England,  he  was  prosecuted  by  the  Attorney-Gene*' 
val  for  the  dishonest  application  of  the  public  money, 
in  consequence  of  a  petition  from  the  House  of  Com^ 
mons  to  the  Queen^  and  was  by  her  removed  from  the 
command  of  the  army,  and  from  all  his  public  offices* 

This  was  also  the  last  of  Colonel  Blackader's  cam^- 
paigns,  having  quitted  his  regiment  in  the  month  of 
October,  during  the  siege  of  Bouchain ;  and  in  course 
of  next  year,  disposed  of  his  commission.  He  nerer 
liad  any  delight  in  the  society  of  the  army ;  and  now 
that  he  was,  from  his  offiiee,  unavmdably  more  exposed 
to  it  than  he  could  wish,  he  become  ansdeus  to  renga 
his  post,  and  contemplated  every  new  (campaign  with 
terror  and  aversion*  He  had  begun,  while  in  garri- 
Mn,  to  negotiate  about  this  affair,  bat  tibe  early  som^ 
■ions  to  take  the  fidd,  preireiKted  the  matter  firom  eom- 
kig  to  any  eonclnfflon. 

January  6.  I  have  this  day  been  making  a  proper 
Mil  that  may  be  a  crisis  of  my  life,  in  quitting  this 
mnployment.  I  commit  it  to  tiie^  O  Loa*d.  I  hav^ 
only  proposed,  do  thou  disfwse,  and  pro^r  it  as  far 
aa  thou  seest  fit  for  thy  glory  and  my  good.  Let  me 
have  no  wrong  bias,  or  leaning  to  any  selfish  or 
worldly  interest,  but  have  thy  glory  singly  before  my 
eyes  in  every  thing  I  do. 

February  26.  Grot  orders  to  be  ready  to  march, 
which  is  likely  to  nudce  me  begin  my  campa^n  very 
early.  Serious  and  thoughftful  about  it  I  see  that 
most  men  of  the  world  keep  up  tiieir  hearts  by  vain 
iiw^nations,  and  make  themselves  easy  and eheerfiii^ 
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is  it  not  then  a  sad  thou^t,  that  religion  and  reason 
should  not  have  a  like  effect  upon  them  ?  O  to  live 
hy  faith  !  That  would  do  it.  That  would  make  us 
rejoice  in  infirmities,  in  temptations,  in  losses  and 
sufferings.  O  for  grace  to  practise  more  what  we 
profess. 

March  10.  We  inarched  out  of  Ghent.  This  is 
an  early  commencement  of  the  campaign.  I  have 
been  uneasy  about  this  command,  as  it  chains  me 
too  much  to  ill  company,  which  is  not  my  element 
The  care  about  doing  my  duty  properly,  aad  other 
things,  trouble  me,  which  ought  not;  for  I  should 
commit  all  to  God  by  faith.  I  have  that  unhappiness 
of  temper  which  forms  melancholy  ideas  of  things  be- 
fore hand,  that  vanish  away  when  it  comes  to  the 
acting  part. 

March  13«  Marching  yesterday,  and  this  momiiig 
I  went  upon  command  to  take  possession  of  a  post 
which  we  were  apprehensive  the  enemy  designed  to 
possess,  but  it  fell  out  well,  for  we  took  peaceable 
possession  of  it.  We  posted  our  men  the  best  way 
we  could.  I  committed  myself  and  my  charge  to 
him  who  is  a  fortress  and  a  high  tower  to  all  that  put 
their  trust  in  him.  I  remembered  and  applied  tJiat 
promise  in  Josh,  i,  9.  and  I  observe  Providence  has 
ordered  it  so,  that  I  am  the  first  this  campaign  that 
has  begun  hostilities,  and  taken  post  in  the  enemy's 
country.  In  thy  name,  O  Lord,  wiU  we  set  up  our 
banners. 

March  15.  We  have  been  busily  employed  and 
much-fatigued  in  fortifying  ourselves,  and  guarding 
this  post ;  but  unless  the  Lord  do  keep  it,  the  watcb^ 
men  w^tch  in  vain,  : 
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March  26.  Groing  abroad  early  to  St.  Amand, 
where  I  dined  with  the  Greneral.  I  committed  all 
my  way  to  Grod,  for  I  find  buedness  never  goes  on 
well  till  I  do  this.  An  affair  committed  to  God  by 
prayer,  is  as  good  as  done. 

April  10.  Went  into  Douay,  and  took  a  view  of 
our  attack  at  the  siege.  I  had  a  serene,  thankfiil 
irame  of  mind.  Sitting  alone  in  my  chaise  by  the 
way,  I  meditated  on  the  goodness  of  Grod,  and  his  sin^ 
gular  mercies  to  me.  My  business  went  well  and 
smoothly  on,  and  I  had  the  same  serene  frame  coming 
back  at  night.  But  Providence  lets  me  see  that  all 
our  earthly  enjoyments  are  like  Jonah's  gourd.  There 
is  a  worm  at  the  root  of  them.  I  observe  that  no 
sooner  do  I  begin  to  rest  any  pleasure  or  satisfaction 
in  any  earthly  comfort,  than  Providence  gives  some 
check,  and  lets  me  see  there  is  nothing  but  vanity 
and  emptiness  in  all ;  for  when  I  arrived  at  home,  the 
chaise  going  in  at  the  coach-house  gate,  by  some  acci- 
dent startling  the  horses,  they  took  fright,  and  broke 
it  in  pieces.  I  should  learn  from  this  the  unsatisfae- 
toriness  of  earthly  enjoyments,  for  at  the  very  time 
we  are  hugging  ourselves  in  our  conveniences  and 
pleasures,  the  Lord  may  be  preparing  a  worm  to  gnaw^ 
and  eat  out  the  comfort  of  them. 

April  17.     Now  the  armies  are  taking  the  field  on 
both  sides,  and  probably  will  enter  soon  into  action. 
I  flee  to  thee,  O  Lord,  to  hide  me  under  the  shadow 
of  thy  wings,  to  enter  into  those  chambers  which  thou 
hast  provided  for  thy  people  in  a  day  of  trouble.: 
This  is  my  refuge.     I  received  orders  from  Douay,' 
to  be  ready  to  inarch  in  case  the  enemy  make  any  at-* 
tempt  that  way  as  they  threaten  to  do.     All  the  t<:»1\ 
of  the  cantonment  are  marclied. 
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April  19.  This  has  been  a  quiet  retreat  these  five 
weeks  past,  but  now  that  all  the  British  CBntotuneia^ 
is  come  here — a  hundred  men  of  each  of  twenty  regi* 
ments — ^it  is  becomCf  as  it  were,  a  hell-^nothing  about 
me  but  cursing,  blasphemy,  violence,  &c«  AH  this 
while  I  was  glad  to  stay  here^  now  I  would  gladly 
march  to  get  free  of  such  company* 

May  9.  Was  at  the  Duke's  quarters  all  the  f<Mre* 
noon.  Hearing  of  my  brother's  death  in  Sootlandf  I 
took  the  resolution  to  go  to  Courtray  to  conununicate 
the  melancholy  news  to  my  wife.  I  arrived  on  the 
11th,  and  bless  the  Lord  who  has  given  us  a  comfort* 
able  meeting  with  each  other  again. 

May  15.  We  had  a  great  alarm  here  this  day,  ez-^ 
pecting  the  French  were  on  their  way  to  attack  this 
Unwn ;  but  their  design  was  not  here. 

May  23.  Left  Courtray,  and  came  to  Toumay  at 
night.  Next  day  I  came  safe  home  to  the  army  to 
my  cottage.  I  praise  thee,  O  Lord,  who  preservest 
my  outgoings  and  my  incomings,  and  lets  no  evil  be- 
fiedl  me — ^no  plague  come  nigh  my  dwelling. 

May  28.  Taken  up  all  day  in  reviewing  before 
the  Duke.  AU  going  well. .  I  dined  at  a  great  man's 
table,  where  others  fell  into  snares  by  drinking,  while 
I  escaped.  It  is  thy  goodness,  O  Lord,  and  uothiiig 
in  me. 

June  3.  Sabbath.  Marched  this  day,  (from  the  camp 
near  Douay,)  which  was  one  of  the  severest  I  ever 
saw,  by  excessive  heat.  Several  men  marching  in  the 
ranks,  fell  down  and  died  upon  the  very  spot»  The 
whole  fields  were  like  a  field  of  battle,  men  lying 
panting  and  fainting.  Most  of  the  regiments  did  not 
bring  above  sixty  or  seventy  men  to  the  camp  with 
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their  coloiirgu  I  bless  tbe  Lord  for  his  marcieB  to  me. 
I  have  got  the  accomiiiodalaoiL  here  of  a  cottagi^ 
though  it  is  like  to  be  pulled  down  about  mj  ears  hy 
the  soldiers  searching  for  wood  and  straw.  If  we 
would  look  more  to  those  who  are  below  us^  andooMp* 
pare  their  condition  with  ours,  it  would  make  us  more 
thankful  and  contented  with  our  lot ;  for  what  makes 
us  to  differ?  It  is  only  tbe  goodness  of  God  that 
makes  our  circumstances  better«--*the  men  are  every 
whit  as  good  as  we. 

Jtme  32.  In  the  affcemoon  I  went  out  upon  com- 
mand,  where  I  continued  for  two  days^  dou^  my  best 
to  keep  things  in  order  upon  my  post.  I  came  home 
at  night,  and  bless  God  I  have  been  kept  out  of  snares 
and  temptation. 

June  26.  Dining  with  company.  This  is  a  great 
folly  in  the  army,  that  when  a  friend  dines  with  aiKH 
ther,  they  are  pressed  to  drink  too  much.  I  am  elh 
ways  uneasy  on  these  occasions.  It  is  really  an  ad* 
miration  to  see  men  endowed  with  reasouji  and  with 
immortal  souls,  so  degrade  themselves  of  that  digiiity, 
and  lead  such  poor,  animal,  sensual  Uves  as  they  do. 
O  what  fools, — ^what  brutes, — ^what  fiends  has  sin 
made  man !  All  this,  I  know,  would  sound  harsh 
with  the  genteel  world,  whose  example  has  digni&d 
these  customs,  and  given  them  the  reputation  of  vn:<« 
tues.  But  that  does  not  change  the  nature  of  the 
thing.  Make  me,  O  Lord,  to  escape  the  pollution 
that  is  in  the  w(»*ld  through  sin.  Most  people  think 
there  can  be  no  good  company,  or  welcome  without 
drinking ;  and  many,  even  good  sob^  men,  have  too 
warm  a  side  to  this  custom.  It  is  e  great  thing  to 
get  above  the  apinipp  of  th^  worUL    This  mine  manY^ 
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About  this  time  the  Colonel's  Lady  had  received 
letters  from  her  father  in  Scotland,  who  had  expressed 
an  anxiety  to  see  them,  as  some  events  had  occurred 
in  the  family  which  rendered  a  visit  desireable.  The 
following  from  the  Colonel,  refers  partly  to  that  aflair, 
and  partly  to  the  business  of  his  commission. 

Sabbath,  June  24. 

I  received  yours  of  yesterday,  this  forenoon.  It  is 
a  satis&ction  when  letters  come  so  soon  to  hand.  I 
shall  write  to  your  father,  God  willing,  when  I  can 
get  leisure.  You  have  done  well  in  writing.  I  am 
hopeAil  he  is  not  so  anxious  about  seeing  of  you  and 
me  as  you  apprehend.  I  presume  I  know  his  temper 
as  well  as  you  do.  He  has  affections  that  are  strong 
enough,  but  they  are  masculine  and  reasonable,  and 
that  shew  themselves  more  in  doing  good  offices  to  his 
friends,  than  in  fond  desires  of  seeing  them ;  and  this 
is  certainly  the  finest  sort  of  love — ^most  disinterested, 
for  the  other  may  rather  be  called  self-love,  the  in- 
dulging of  our  own  soft  inclinations.  But  you  must 
be  a  philosopher  to  enter  into  these  sentiments  and 
ways  of  reasoning. 

I  have  been  on  command  since  I  wrote  last.  I 
went  out  on  Friday  and  came  home  yesternight.  It 
was  on  a  foraging  party,  an  easy  and  short  command ; 
and  the  Major  was  with  me.  I  have  spoken  to  my 
Lord  Stair  about  my  affiur ;  he  relishes  it  very  well, 
and  says  he  had  employed  Captain  Kennedy  to  speak 
to  Colonel  Preston  about  it  when  the  regiment  went 
out  of  camp  to  Harlebeck.  We  have  not  spoken 
about  the  terms,  and  there  is  no  haste,  for  it  cannot 
be  finished  until  winter.  I  have  not  spoken  of  it  to 
the  Colonel ;  only  in  general  I  have  told  him  that  he 
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must  allow  me  to  make  my  retreat  out  of  the  army. 
So  now  that  I  have  tabled  the  affidr  I  commit  it  en- 
tirely to  kind  Providence.  I  desire  not  to  be  anxious 
about  it;  for  why  should  we  be  eager  about  any 
earthly  concern  ?  It  is  not  the  change  of  place  or  em- 
ployment that  can  make  us  easy. 

When  Captain  M^Leod  comes  here,  I  shall  be  very 
well  satisfied,  if  I  have  time,  to  come  and  see  you. 
For  besides  the  attractive  power  that  Courtray  has  by 
your  being  there,  to  bring  me  out  of  the  army,  it  has 
also  several  other  charms  by  the  company  I  get  there. 
But  I  should  not  tell  this,  for  wives  are  jealous  crea- 
tures. We  are  to  be  reviewed  this  week  by  my  Lord 
Orkney,  as  General  of  the  Foot,  and  are  busy  about 
our  recruits.     I  am  thine.  J.  B. 

Madam  Blackader,  ches*  Mons.  Col.  Cunningham,  \       '  ' 

Commandant  k  Courtray.  ) 

July  5.  Riding  alone  all  day  and  coming  to  Lisle. 
I  bless  Grod  who  has  defended  and  guarded  me  all  this 
while  in  camp,  where  I  was  much  exposed.  This 
Lisle  should  be  a  continual  remembrance  to  me, 
whenever  I  see  it,  for  here  I  was  compassed  about 
with  deliverance.  (September  12,  1708.^  I  went  in 
the  afternoon  and  visited  the  post  I  had  at  the  attack, 
and  was  thankful  for  my  escape* 

The  passing  of  the  French  lines,  which  we  have 
already  mentioned  as  the  first  memorable  exploit  this 
campaign,  took  place  on  the  25th.  It  was  effected  by 
stratagem,  and  celebrated  by  the  writers  of  the  times, 
as  a  feat  of  the  most  consummate  generalship.  These 
Unes  ran  along  the  Scheldt  irom  Bouchain  to  Arras, 
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and  by  getting  posMMon  of  them,  a  way  was  opened 
for  b^eging  the  former  place,  and  eren  penetmtiBg 
into  the  interior  of  France.  The  dedign  was  executed 
with  the  greatest  eecrecy.  The  army  had  ordera  to 
march  in  tlie  evening,  so  soon  as  it  was  dark  enoi^ 
to  strike  their  tents  without  being  perceived  by  ^e 
enemy.  They  advanced  widi  incre^ble  expedition, 
and  had  possessed  themselves  of  the  passes  <m  tlie 
river,  before  Marshal  VUlars  was  ap^ised  c^  their 
destination,  or  prepared  to  oppose  them.  By  tins 
hfM  rune  de  guerre  ihe  Allies  obtained  a  vict(ny  with- 
out striking  a  blow;  and  withoat  losing  one  man, 
became  masters  of  an  important  conquest  which  they 
wonld  willingly  have  purchased  at  the  expense  of  some 
lliousand  lives. 

July  25.  Last  night  we  marched  at  nine  o'cloek^ 
and  continued  it  all  night,  and  this  day  till  three 
in  the  afternoon,  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  have 
taken  possession  of  the  French  lines  without  losing 
a  man*  This  was  performed  by  the  excellent  oon« 
duct,  and  to  the  great  honour  of  our  General,  be- 
ing one  of  the  finest  projects  and  best  executed  that 
has  been  duriiig  these  wars.  Not  unto  us,  O  Lord, 
but  unto  thee  be  the  glory.  It  is  thou  who  givest  a 
spirit  of  judgment  and  conduct  to  those  who  have  the 
direction  and  command,  and  a  spirit  of  strength  to 
those  who  are  to  execute  these  commands.  Our 
enemies  are  taken  in  their  own  craftiness.  We  were 
long  chained  up^  but  when  thy  time  comes,  thou 
goest  before  us  as  the  Captain  of  our  host,  and  IJhsi 
we  do  great  things.  This  was  a  sore  fatiguing  mareh 
of  ten  or  twelve  leagues:  most  of  the  army  fell  ill  by 
the  way,  so  that  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  French 
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made  a  xnien  to  oppose  us,  we  bad  but  a  handful  of 
men  to  oppose  tbem,  not  more  than  60  or  80  in  a 
regiment.  But  the  enemy  retired^  and  we  lay  at  arms 
all  night.  I  bless  God  I  was  very  well ;  cheerful  and 
thankftil.  The  Lord  makes  good  that  promise  to  me. 
Isa.  xl.  29—31. 

JtUy  26.  This  morning  we  marched  forward^ 
the  enemy  being  also  on  their  march  to  oppose  us. 
Their  army  drew  up  on  a  plain  before  Us.  We  hear 
that  it  was  very  nearly  carried  in  a  council  of  war, 
that  we  should  attack  them;  but  it  was  resolved 
otherwise  to  the  regret  of  most  pal*t  of  the  army.  Iii 
such  cases  it  may  be  said  vox  exerdttcs  vox  Dei.  Our 
soldiers  were  much  encouraged  by  their  success  in 
passing  the  lines,  and  the  enemy  much  disheartened. 
I  confess  I  was  uneasy  at  it,  for  I  look  upon  such  &ir 
opportunities  of  fighting  as  probable  opportunities  of 
defeating  their  army  and  ending  the  war.  We  are 
not  to  expect  moral  certainties;  but  when  Gh)d  de- 
livers our  enemies  into  our  hand,  and  we  let  them 
escape,  he  oftentimes  lets  them  be  more  troublesome 
afterward.     I  pray  God  it  may  not  be  so  with  us. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  are  not  to  be  suspicious  of 
our  General's  conduct.  We  have  more  reason  to  ad<- 
mire  it,  and  to  believe  he  knows  a  thousand  times 
better  what  is  to  be  done  than  we  do.  Submissive 
obedience  is  our  duty,  and  I  give  it  heartily.  If  any 
man  deserves  implicit  obedience  I  think  he  does,  both 
in  respect  of  his  capacity  and  his  int^^rity.  Th^ 
Lord  be  blessed  for  what  he  has  done,  and  direct  us 
by  his  counsel  what  is  further  to  be  done  for  the  im- 
proving this  success.  May  he  send  peace  and  truth 
ufon  the  earth.    We  marched  most  part  of  this  nigjkt 
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also,  and  stormy  weather  it  was.  I  slept  a  little  in  a 
soldier's  tent  till  it  was  blown  down  about  my  ears, 
and  the  rain  came  in  upon  me.  I  bless  Gh>d  even  for 
these  little  accommodations.  We  are  more  tbankibl 
in  such  circumstances  for  a  small  mercy,  than  for 
much  greater  ones  when  we  are  living  at  our  ease  and 
nothing  to  trouble  us. 

July  27.  This  morning  we  had  a  small  march, 
and  very  bad  weather.  My  mind  was  poring  too 
much  about  public  matters,  and  grudging  lest  the 
fruits  of  our  good  success  be  lost.  This  is  not  much 
my  business ;  my  duty  is  to  be  very  thankful  for  the 
mercies  we  have  met  with.  Providence  wiU  dispose 
of  all  for  his  own  glory.  Our  design  seems  now  to 
be  the  siege  of  Bouchain ;  and  though  this  appears 
but  a  small  thing,  and  no  such  enterprise  as  we  might 
have  hoped  from  our  passing  their  lines,  yet  let  us  be 
thankful  it  is  so  well  as  it  is,  that  we  are  gaining 
ground  of  the  French  in  their  own  country,  and 
baffling  them.  We  are  like  to  get  a  great  deal  of 
fatigue  and  trouble  during  this  siege,  the  enemy's 
army  being  entire  and  strong. 

My  30.  Quiet  these  two  days.  We  got  a  sudden 
alarm  this  day  by  the  French  passing  the  Scheldt 
and  coming  over  to  us.  Our  army  drew  out  in  great 
haste,  and  marched  to  the  right  to  our  line  of  battle, 
and  there  expected  them.  But  it  turned  out  only 
a  feint  to  cover  their  design  on  the  other  side,  and 
to  amuse  us  till  they  should  take  post  between  us 
and  Douay,  which,  it  is  said,  they  have  done.  I  al- 
ways thought  they  would  make  this  si^e  troublesome 
to  us,  and  that  we  should  have  fought  them.  The 
enemy  soon  retired  over  the  river,  and  we  returned  to ' 
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our  camp.     In  the  afternoon  we  mapched  again  to  the 
right  to  cover  the  General's  quarters. 

In  the  following  letter  to  his  Lady,  of  this  date,  he 
recapitulates  v^ry  concisely  the  events  of  the  preced- 
ing dayn.  ; 

Hordain^  Tuesday,  July  31. 

I  have  received  both  your  letters,  and  hope  you 
have  received  mine  giving  account  of  our  passing  the 
lines.  We  have  reason  to  be  very  thankful  that  God 
is  pleased  still  to  favour  us  vidth  success,  though  we 
are  so  unworthy  of  it*  But  I  observe  also,  that  Pro- 
vidence does  it  in  such  a  manner  as  seems  to  make 
the  war  spin  out  longer ;  for  on  whatever  side  France 
has  the  tldckest  and  strongest  nests  of  garrisons.  Pro- 
vidence turns  our  arms  that  way.  He  is  dashing  the 
potsherds  of  the  earth  together.  Our  inarch  that 
time  was  very  fatiguing ;  for  we  marched  from  nine 
at  night  till  three  in  the  afternoon  next  day ;  so  that 
when  we  came  to  Arleux,  where  the  French  made 
some  inien  of  opposing  us,  when  the  line  drew  up 
there  was  hardly  above  70  or  80  of  our  ri^iment  to- 
gether that  had  not  fallen  by.  We  had  another 
night's  inarch  also  on  Wednesday's  night  crossing  the 
Scheldt,  and  yesterday  again  the  line  was  drawn  out 
a^d  formed,  the  enemy  having  passed  a  considerable 
body  of  troops  oyer  the  Scheldt  towards  us;  so  that 
every  body  expected  a  battle :  but  the  French  drew 
off  again.  It  was  but  a  feint  th^ir  coming  over,  to 
cover  their  design  of  taking  post  pn  the  other  side 
between  us  and  Douay,  where  they  will  be  trouble- 
some and  make  the  siege  uneasy. 

I  bless  God  I  am  very  well,  apd  was  never  better 
than  yesterday,  when  we  expected  to  have  come  to  an 
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engagemoit.  God  forbid  that  I  •hotdd  boast  of  mf- 
self)  for  I  find  I  have  not  that  fimd  of  nataral  giAi 
that  some  have,  and  may  complain  of  mndi  weakneas. 
But  in  God  will  I  boast  It  ia  he  diat  so^diea  me 
liberally  with  through-bearing  grace.  Of  mywetS  I 
can  do  nothing,  but  through  him  I  can  do  all  thingB. 
Andy  mdeed,  I  am  so  weary  of  die  war,  that  I  am 
glad  when  I  see  it  likely  to  come  to  a  decisive  action. 
Bende%  the  fatigues  we  have  had,  and  are  likely  to 
have  during  this  si^e,  make  me  believe  tkat  we 
should  rather  have  brought  it  to  a  dedsioa.  But 
Providence  does  all  for  the  best  It  is  our  doty  to 
obey  and  follow,  and  not  to  dictate  or  preseribe  rules. 
There  are  six  British  Regiments  to  be  at  this  m&gBf 
and  it  eomes  just  to  us;  so  that  we  lie  by  for  a  war- 
rant as  we  did  at  the  siege  of  Douay.  Andinappesr- 
anoe  it  would  be  better  to  be  at  this,  than  the  Sflxt 
which  probably  may  be  Valendennes,  both  a  stronger 
town,  and  a  worse  time  of  the  year.  Butin  this^ais^ 
let  us  be  very  easy.  The  disposing  of  Vnf  lot,  Aid 
every  oireumstance  in  it,  is  in  Ae  hand  ef  a  ktad 
and  gracnous  God.  Let  this  make  you  easy  airi 
dbeerfuL  It  is  better  to  have  these  experiences  in 
oar  lot,  ihaa  to  be  becalmed  in  iho  midst  of  omr  en» 
Joyments,  without  these  rousang  jntyvidences.  We  ase 
not  lying  in  the  line,  but  on  the  r^ht  of  the  armyv 
covering  the  General's  quarters.  I  would  not  for  the 
price  of  my  Conunisaon  have  been  fi*om  the  army 
upon  this  march.  It  was  well  ordered  I  eame  that 
day  with  General  Murray.  Give  my  humble  service 
to  Colonel  Cunninghaiii  and  his  kind  fiEunily.  Tlie 
Lord's  presence  be  with  you.    Thine.  J.  B, 

Madam  Blackader,  ches  Mons.  CoL  Cunninglian^  > 
ppmnwndant  i  CoivcU«^X*  ^ 
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Auguitl.  We  are  busy  fortifying  our  camp,  ex^ 
pecting  alarms  from  the  near  ndghbourhood  of  the 
enemy. 

August  3.  On  command  this  day,  overseeing  the 
workmen  at  our  trenches,  which  we  have  now  put 
into  so  good  posture  of  defence,  that  we  do  not  fear 
the  enem3r's  attack. 

Augusi  5.  Sabbath.  Much  of  my  time  spent  in  ccnn<» 
pany  and  conversaticm,  unsuitable  to  a  Sabbath.  Alas, 
bow  can  it  be  otherwise,  living  in  this  army,  where 
there  is  so  much  to  check  the  growth  of  grace,  and 
so  little  to  strei^then  it.— *We  were  likely  to  have 
marched  to-night  upon  some  expedition  about  this 
dege,  and  it  being  referred  to  lot  by  throwing  the 
dice.  Providence  ordered  it  so  that  we  stay  here. 

August  10.  Lying  quietly  these  five  days.  I  met 
wiA  an  occasion  of  behig  put  out  of  humour,  but  I 
Uess  God,  who»  by  bis  grace,  subdues  my  corruption, 
and  gives  me  any  thing  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit. 
I  find  that  heat  and  passion,  and  unreasonable  humour, 
i  am  least  able  to  bear  of  any  thing.  I  am  fond,  by 
all  means,  of  living  peaceably  with  all  men,  and  would 
have  them  Eve  so  with  me. 

Of  the  proceedings  and  situation  of  both  armies  at 
ibis  time,  the  letters  contain  more  particulars  than  the 
Diary.  We  shall  therefore  transcribe  one  or  two  of 
them. 

Camp  near  Bouchain,  August  5. 

I  received  yours  of  Tuesday ;  but  I  cannot  get  writ* 
ing  so  oft  as  I  would  incline,  for  it  has  been  an  un- 
settied  sort  of  time  since  we  passed  the  lines — ^much 
hurry  and  alertness.  Things  begin  now  to  come  to 
some  better  settlement,  and  the  siege  to  have  a  much 
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better  aspect.  The  town  is  now  fully  invested,  and  it 
is  not  doubted  but  we  shall  be  able  to  make  the  raege, 
and  we  even  hope  it  will  not  prove  so  troublesome  as 
we  at  first  apprehended ;  and  it  is  thought  the  French 
may  inarch  off  when  they  find  they  cannot  hinder  ii 
We  ought  not  to  murmur  that  we  do  not  immediately 
reap  all  the  fruits  that  we  proposed  to  ourselves ;  or 
that  we  find  difficulties  in  prosecuting  our  good  suc- 
cess. Providence  could  as  easily  have  made  us  defeat 
their  army,  as  surprise  their  lines ;  and  as  easily  have 
opened  a  door  to  us  into  their  country  and  their 
strongest  towns,  as  into  this  fortress.  But  it  is  our 
concern  to  do  our  duty,  and  leave  the  disposal  of  events 
to  him  who  orders  all  for  his  own  glory. 

I  told  you  in  my  last  what  regiments  are  to  be  at 
the  siege.  Our  re^ment  is  upon  command  now  t0O| 
lying  out  of  the  line  on  the  right.  We  are  very  well 
intrenched  over  all,  and  lie  very  peaceably  and  quietly) 
though  we  are  lying  so  near  one  another,  that  our  sol- 
diers and  theirs  sometimes  speak  together,  the  river 
only  being  between  us.  But  both  armies  are  well 
intrenched,  so  that  there  is  no  appearance  of  either  of 
us  making  attempts  upon  each  other.  I  have  not  got 
quarters  here,  the  village  being  all  occupied  before  we 
came.  But  I  am  very  well  in  my  tent.  Keep  your 
mind  easy,  and  let  us  not  grudge  to  be  crossed  in  oor 
inclinations  and  humours,  as  to  the  possessing  of  our 
earthly  comforts  and  satisfactions,  for  we  should  not 
consider  what  is  pleasing,  but  what  is  best  for  us. 
The  Lord's  blessing  and  presence  be  ever  with  you. 
Thine.  J.  B. 

Madam  Blackader,  chez  Mons.  Col.  Cunningham^ ) 
Commandant  i  Courtray.  y 
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Campi  Friday,  Augu^  10. 
Our  post  here  is  still  very  peaceable ;  for  as  near 


as  we  lie  to  one  another,  there  is  no  disturbance.  Tlie 
iaege  is  likely  to  go  on  very  well.  We  have  altogether 
cut  off  their  communication  with  the  town,  so  that 
this  siege,  we  hope,  will  not  be  so  tedious  as  we  feared.* 
It  is  thought  the  enemy  may  make  some  movement, 
and  march  off  from  this  post,  when  they  cannot  relieve 
the  town.  I  can  give  no  guess  how  long  it  may  last, 
or  what  more  will  be  done,  or  if  any  other  siege  will 
be  taken  in  hand.  No  doubt,  if  time  allow,  they  de- 
sign to  make  as  great  progress  as  possible  this  cam- 
paign. But  our  great  concern  is  to  do  our  duty  on 
every  occasion  where  Providence  posts  us.  Some  of 
us  are  wishing  to  be  on  this  siege,  as  being  easier  than 
it  would  be  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  at  a  stronger 
town  and  worse  weather.  For  my  part  I  have  neither 
wishes  nor  fears  upon  the  subject. 

I  think  you  have  no  reason  to  be  uneasy  about  not 


*  This  communication  between  the  enemy's  camp  and  the  town, 
wai  established  through  a  morass  where  the  water  was  pretty  deep, 
though  covered  with  willows  and  rushes.  It  was  constructed  on  a 
narrow  foot-way  that  ran  through  the  middle  of  it,  and  a  parapet  car- 
ried  oh  With  fastines  from  tree  to  tree  the  whole  way,  defended  by 
ihree  redoubts.  In  order  to  get  possession  of  these,  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough  ordered  out  400  grenadiers  who  marched  op  to  the  middle, 
and  some  to  the  neck  in  water.  They  reached  the  pan;pet,  and  dioTe 
the'enemy  from  their  posts,  though  exposed  to  the  cannon,  both  of  the 
town  and  the  intrenchments.  An  Ensign  of  Ingoldsby*s  Regiment, 
who  was  at  the  head  of  fifteen  grenadiers,  being  very  short  of  stature, 
and  seeing,  when  they  had  advanced  into  thd  water,  that  he  must  either 
drown,  or  give  up  his  share  of  the  enterprise  and  return,  chose  rather 
to  get  upon  the  shoulders  of  one  of  his  grenadiers,  and  when  they  came 
to  the  parapet,  he  was  one  of  die  first  to  leap  into  the  enemy's  works. 
Jjediardf  vol.  ii.  p.  325. 
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hearing  from  Scotland.  You  know  your  &ther  writes 
bat  seldom;  if  he  were  worse  we  would  have  faeBrd. 
I  have  no  letters  or  news  from  thence,  hut  what  the 
public  ^ves  us.  You  hear  of  that  business  of  the 
Faculty  of  Advocates  about  that  medal,  and  the  Pre* 
tender.  I  do  not  well  understand  it;  but  there  seons 
to  be  mad  humours  a-breeding  and  going  through  the 
Island.  I  can  scarce  believe  what  they  say,  tihat  the 
Lord  AmisUm  has  the  chief  hand  in  it.  He  wbs  at 
ways  looked  upon  as  very  well  aflfocted  to  the  giweni- 
ment.  It  is  like  enough  to  be  his  son  indeed.  There 
is  good  news  that  we  hear  yesterday  of  the  Museo- 
vites  beating  the  Torks,  and  maku^  a  peace  with 
them.    This  will  be  mortifying  to  the  French  'King. 

It  is  a  great  mercy,  and  we  ought  tobevery  tiurak- 
fiil  that  Providence  gives  us  such  success.  We  are 
apt  to  be  weary  and  discontented,  because  the  atepsare 
so  slow,  and  that  the  war  spins  out  so  loi^  that  Aere 
is  yet  no  prospect  nf  ending  it,  by  gainii^  those  ends 
for  which  we  entered  into  it.  But  God's  ways  aad 
thoughts  are  as  far  above  ours,  as  the  heaTens  are 
above  the  earth;  and  there  is  a  day  eaasiiBg  whewia 
the  mfinite  wndom,  and  justice,  and  hriiness  of  Odd 
shall  be  displayed  before  all  the  world,  as  to  all  that 
fSsdls  out  hear. 

We  hear  there  are  eleven  vtegimentscomiBg'D^aiid 
Murray's  is  said  to  be  one,  and  the  Fusileets.  Cap- 
tain Dalrymple  is  gone  down  to  Antwerp  for  numsy; 
let  me  hear  if  yeu  want  any^  and  I  sfaiffl  writs  Um  to 
leave  ymi  some  as  ho  comes,  through.  We  have  no 
reason  to  want  or  to  complain,  we  hare  enough)  and 
I  trust  the  blessing  of  God  witii  it.  My  haarible  ser- 
vice to  Colonel  Cunningham;  I  shaD  give  ntyndf  the 
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honour  to  write  lum  wheii  I  get  mol*e  time.    I  am 
thine.  J.  B. 

Madam  Blackader,  chez  Moos.  Col.  Cunningham,  7 
Commandant  i  CourUay. '  } 


Bouchainj  Augtist  13.  Monday. 
The  trenGhfis  were  opened  on  Satorday,  on  thisside 
of  the  town.    There  is  to  be  an  attack  also  on  this 
aide;  and  we  would  ha^e  been  upon  it ;  but  it  is  other- 
wise  ordered*    The  whole  army  that  lie  cm  tibis  side 
are  to  be  eaneemed,  and  to  earry  it  on,  which  will 
make  it  easy  to  as  idL    Hbere  are  to  be  three  regi^ 
ments  in  the  trenches  every  day,  and  there  being*  sixty, 
it  will  not  eome  above  once  to  our  turn.    We  broke 
pound  last  night  <m  diis  side,  with  four  battalions  of 
Guards  covering,  with  little  or  no  loss^     I  was  on 
command  on  Saturday,  whic^  was  both  short  and 
easy,  having  gone  out  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and  re^ 
turned  in  the  evenii^.    We  were  perSBcting  the  lines 
of  our  army  in  front.    Ihr^  are  so  strong,  that  wedo 
not  think  the  French  will  try  them.    Monsieur  YiU 
lara  is  reckoned  to  have  lost  much  reputation,  since 
our  passing  the  lines.     Tliey  say  most  of  his  Generale 
are  mudh  discontented. 

Let  us  be  living  by  feitb,  cheerftdly  committing 
future  events  to  the  direction  of  God,  possessing  our 
souls  in  patience.  We  are  too  hasty,  and  would  have 
all  great  events  crowded  into  our  own  times,  that  we 
HMgbt  see  God's  en«nies  destroyed  by  battiies  and  vic- 
tories. Bat  we  should  consider  that  providences  ran 
in  a  pandlel  to  the  time  of  the  worlds  duration;  some 
aeeomplished  in  one  age,  some  in  anotiber,  but  aH  in 
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their  right  and  proper  season,  which  will  make  a 
beautiful  and  comely  prospect  when  all  is  perfected. 
I  am  thine.  J.  B. 

Madam  Blackader,  chez  Mons.  Col.  Cunningham,  7 
Commandant  i  Courtray.  3 


.  Colonel  Preston,  about  this  time,  having 
the  appointment  of  Brigadier,  Colonel  Blackader^ 
had  his  ambition  prompted  him,  might  hmve  risen 
to  a  higher  command.  But  he  had  ceased  to  look 
upon  these  things  with  an  eye  of  youthful  vanity,  or 
mercenary  hope,  considering  them  as  encumbrances, 
to  be  shunned  rather  than  coveted. 

August  17.  Abroad  at  court  all  the  forenoon.  He 
who  is  above  me  in  the  regiment,  has  now  got  a  greater 
post  which  takes  him,  in  a  manner, .  out  of  the  regi- 
ment, whereby  my  charge  becomes  greater.  I  do  not 
now  look  upon  it  with  the  eyes  of  youthful  vanity  and 
ambition,  as  a  step  of  rising  and  pushing  forward.  I 
view  it  as  a  heavier  charge  and  burden  upon  my 
shoulders,  which,  the  Lord  knows,  I  am  not  able  for. 
But  this  is  all  my  hope  and  confidence,  that  he  who 
sends  none  a  warfare  on  their  own  charges,  when  he 
calls  me  to  any  duty,  be  it  never  so  difficult,  will  give 
me  grace  to  go  through  with  it.  I  have  greater  incli- 
nation to  leave  this  employment,  than  to  rise  in  it. 
Our  Brigadiei^s  commission^  we  hear,  is  come  over 
with  Brigadier  Panton. 

August  21.  Getting  an  alarm  this  morning  be^ 
tween  twelve  and  one;  we  marched  to  our  alarm 
post,  and  remained  till  five.  I  was  calm  and  com-* 
posed.  This  post  which  the  French  have  taken  makes 
us  uneasy^ 
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AiijfyM  22.  This  night  we  were  again  at  arms  all 
n^ht5  and  marched  to  our  alarm  post,  where  we  lay 
till  sutai-rising.  In  the  midst  of  all  these  confusions 
God  is  a  refuge.  This  is  all  my  comfort  and  peace, 
for  from  every  other  quarter,  nothing  but  trouble. 
Th^  humour  cS  those  we  have  to  do  with,  and  the 
society  ?^e  live  in,  are  among  the  greatest  uneasinesses' 
we  meet  with  in  the  worid.  There  is  nothing  I  have 
ft;  greater  aversion  and  fear  of  than  living  in  strife 
and  contention..  I  would  live  with  all  the  world 
peaceably,  quietiy,  and  innocentiy,  and  would  have 
every  body  about  me  calm  and  easy. 

August  25.  I  visited  the  siege  <hi.  all  sides,  seeing 
whs^  was  most  observable  and  curious  about  all  the 
wdiks  and  trenches. 

Of  this  alarm,  tod  some  othw  particulars,  the  Colonel 
^Ves  to  account  in  a  letter  to  his  Lady,  of  this  date. 

Thursday,  Augttd  23.   . 

Since  I  last  wrote  to  you  we  had  an  alarm  which 
has  given  us  both  fatigue  and  trouble.  Chi  Monday 
night,  about  twelve,  they  gave  the  alarm  at  the  village 
where  we  lie,  by  firing  upon  a  redoubt  tod  battery 
we  have.  We  hurried  out  immediately  and  marched 
Abvnk'  to  our  alann  post ;  but  the  French  retired  from 
thi$  ^ace^  tod  in  the  meantime  attacked  Hordain, 
and'  todk  some  of  our  Generals  there ;  but  the  regi«- 
mtots  tbeife  repulsed  thfem,  and«,then  they  came  up 
our  ride  of  the  river  and  attacked  a  post  we  have  at 
Etnun,  and  took  it,  tod  have  fortified  themselves 
theroi  But  we,  to  prevent  toy  trouble  from  them, 
have  made  a  strong  lin6  between  us  tod  them,  aH  the 
.way  from  this  to  Hordain;  so  we  reckon  ourselves, 
better  ^d  safei^  than  we  were  before.     It  has  given 
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UB  tt^gae;  for  Mondiy  and  TiMsday  both  mgkls 
lay  at  our  arinS)  upon  ionr  alarm  poata ;  «nd  •cm 
incqueta  are  to  lie  at  arma  en  the  Imes  ^rroiy  night  ai 
hmpas  the  akge  laata. 

This  iaone  of  theiinoat  troabkaonne  meges  me  3iava 
«?er  made,  by  the  iiear  ii«gfaboiirhoodK>f  the  'FreBch 
army;  but  yet  we  hope,  hf  the  bleaamg  of  Ood,  to 
iiiiiiAi  it  .with  aucceaa  and  ihonoiu^  whidi  will  indeed 
^e  a  great  vepatation  to  lOur  GenerflL  It  ia  hoped 
rwe^may  have  the  town  in  eight^days.  Our  v^imaiit 
haa  not  been  in  the  -trendhea  yet  We^are  to  ibe  m-on 
Monday  if  the  Basse^ViUeibe  not  overbefixre  Aat'tiflMi 
'I  bleas  God  who  atrengthena  ime  for  btigii^  4aid 
'oarriea  meihrongh  the  'doing  lof  mydnty.  i  aae^ln 
goodneas  in  defending  and  taking  care  ^  eivaiy  thing 
•boot  na;  dSor  our  raiment  might  have  been  at 
Hovdfdn  when  it  was  attadced.  WethFew-the-dioe 
for  {p>ing  there  when  we  came  to  thia  vilhige,  and  so 
fwe  jnisaed  it  The  lot  is  aui  into  the  lap^  -but  Ike  di^ 
jMmag  qf:it  is  ofH^  JLofd.    I  am  thine.  ^  J.  IB. 

Madam  Blackader,  cbei  Mons.  Col.  CunniiighaxDy  \ 
iCoiiiiiMulAQtir&  Coortnij.  3 

.  August  29.  Thia  day  our  regiment  went  dniai  ^ 
ironchea.  I  Meaa  the  -Lord  who  niade>fliem  stffe  and 
•eaqr  toua,  and  that  we  had  no  losa.  -I  apenit'die'day 
<qnietly  ihongh  among  theruoiae  df  cannon, 'boniba^'Ae.} 
and.no  accident  befiel  aia 

Thwrsiagi  Augusi'W. 

We  .'are  juat  'Oome  f£rom  the  trenc^hes,  where  #e 
have  had  a  quiet  bight ;  and  none  Wounded  -ittv«  « 
aaijeant  «of  Captain  Ferguaon'a.  We  atOl  especC  'to 
he^iQBatera  of  ibe  ^town  iti  four  -or  five  daya.    'TSm 


runs  WKajr^  &Jfi  is  ikhe  <day  the  battle  of  Tannien 
mm  Am^bL  lihe  jraoMnAianoe'  «£  4inifi  mtaxf  jAX- 
peiiencc84>f  iGiod'jB  igoodness  to  ui,  4dioHld  eBttiuiBgf 
ttBttoitwMrtiniiim  dbtte>feByiitiipie.floiiiuig,  I^barje 
got  a  iuMMtt  liacd  b]^  tba  TegiBaent,  by  GoknelJKient^ii 
s^[iHi«nt  fnanchiBg  out  «of  Ass  cMtp.  I  ^lee  got  Mr« 
Hnrffii/  leooioiBssiou^to  gkve  luu ;  Mill  I  hsfve  (djifiakai 
Ae  IBngadier  iinr  the  ;r^ard  he  iias  >paid  (to  ^our  ;m» 
coaunendatioiu  k  is  fone  'Of  the  ^gr^ateet  ^oemfeists  i 
Jiave  if  I  weve  tp  leMie  tfae  regim^Ert,  that  I  iuarefpst 
that  «dwiit^le  good  ^offioe  4)anied  tkrough. 

JSoa  i¥$  ieKOQSe  tne  oot  -^dauging  an  4hk  letteCf 
fa6iiig:btigHedidl  y««tevday,  haraig^i^ 
nor  ithiB  lay,  nor  ^I9?:ill  4M]t  till  fi^ht.    ^le  Losd^s 
peace <aii4 IdessiBg 4tt0t  ivddiysou.  J.B* 

Madam  "BUielcader,  diez  Mods.  <ML  CunnSngluuii,') 
Commandant  i  Courtray.  y 

S^fiem^i*  1  ^imcr  4)11  /eongpiaiMl ^yesterJay,  lUd 
eaBie«ifftfiis«iiQHiiiig.  Eyery  feing  went  oii4Wioaityiy>> 
13m  ]UNrd  makes  idl  1 4o  to  fir^qm  4ice  'Whtafomm 
is  «a]^tulalkig  tih(^  4i]gbt  Messed  ^fih)|dtwfao«ooiiai* 
tmaQoes^aiid  ginres  socceopto  aB*oiir.uaihi  tidi  laga  ..:. 

Septsirfifer  4.  I  mot  i^^  te'see^tlie  ^wa  iisUeh  ma 
liave  Just  Inken;  it  is  DCfthingibut  a  jieiy  4>f  iidbhiBh ; 
so  ^rained.  MatfhiiBl  4spe  made  <the  4icoucgeB  iof  itbe 
eavth  to  poinili  'each  «otb^  Anr  their  4diis.    ■ 

^fVhile  tbe  -army  ^^i^is  lying  «t  Soududn,  ^GdafMi 
BJacikadeff  was  s^otialitig  ^with  Ihe  XSeneral  xe^p&o^ 
ttgtlie  disposiil  of  his  conuitission*  As  nothing -ser 
toariBaUe^oconis  4«nBg  'tfaw  pei^iod  of  inactivitgrf  iV^ 
ahall  iranseiibe  two  -or  thiee  fof  his  letters  £nr  Him 
ith,  whMi  eoBtain^jnore  pai$ionlar64iittik^%lS«HD|k 
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Bouchainj  Sqdember  2. 

Yoa  will  probably  bave  heard  before  this  reachei 
you,  that  this  town  has  at  last  fiillen  into  onr  hands* 
They  hegdxi  to  capitulate  yesterday  about  two  o'dodk. 
They  are  to  be  prisoners  of  war ;  which  still  seems  to 
throw  the  greater  discredit  upon  Marshal  Villars,  to 
see  a  garrison  taken  prisoners  in  his  sight,  and  that  he 
could  not  relieve  them.  We  have  reason  to  bless  God 
it  is  so  well  over,  for  our  army  has  been  in  very  cri- 
tical circumstances,  has  had  many  posts  to  defend, 
and  many  accidents  to  fear.  But  the  goodness  of 
God  has  brought  us  well  and  honourably  through, 
and  to  him  be  the  praise,  where  it  is  originally  duft 
It  is  thought  we  may  lie  here  eight  or  ten  days  tiU.we 
repair  the  works,  and  put  the  town  in  some  posture  of 
defence.  What  we  shall  do  after  that,  time  only  can 
discover. 

Sqpftember  3.  The  garrison  marched  out  this  fore- 
nomi.  The  soldiers  go  to  the  French  army,  for  we 
were  in  debt  to  them  about  1500  men;  but  the  irfBoers 
are  prisoners  tiU  they  be  relieved. — I  am  sorry  that 
you  are  complaining.  Take  care  of  yourself.  Be  not 
anxious  or  melancholy,  for  you  have  no  reason.  God 
deals  bountifully  and  kindly  with  us,  and  grants  us 
the  same  Uesongs  that  he  did  to  Jabes :  Be  ke^ps  us 
firom  all  evil  that  it  may  not  grieye  lis,  .iind  what 
would  we  have  more?  Should  we  complain  that  onr 
enjoyments  are  out  of  our  sights  and  lying  at  the 
mercy  of  Providence  ?  No ;  We  should  rathei^.  rqdefe 
that  there  is  an  occasion  of  eateircising  faith  aiid  de- 
pendence, and  a  laif;er  field  of  experiences.  <xf  God's 
fidthfnlness  in  fulfilling  his  promises  to  us*  We  have 
need  of  all  these  things.    If  we  look  ilitb  ow  own 
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hearts  we  shall  find  it  so.  We  heiar  that  Lord  Albe- 
marle is  gone  down  to  the  Hagae  to  advise  about  the 
foriher  operations  of  the  campaign. 

The  Lord's  presence  and  blessing  rest  vniAi  you.  I 
am  thine.  J.  B. 

Madam  Blackader,  chez  Mons.  Col.  Cutmlngham,? 
Commandant  &  Cooitray.  3 

Boiichain,  September  ^. 
'  There  is  no  news  since  my  last.  We  are  busy 
about  this  town ;  and  would  as  gladly  have  it  up  now, 
ais  befbre  to  throw  it  down.  I  beHere  we  shall  yet  lie 
here  ten  days.  We  are  at  an  utter  uncertainty  still 
about  our  future  operations.  Some  are  wagering  we 
shall  make  another  taegey  others  that  we  shall  not; 
and  every  body  wishes-the  last  may  gain.  I  see'noae 
80  publioHspirited  in  the  army  as  to  wish  f<»r  another 
mege, 

I  un  very  well  pleased  with  your  scheme  sent  in 
your  last  letter,  for  the  rest  of  the  campaign,  to  go 
and  lie  where  the  most  and  best  forage  is.  It  is  really 
very  naturally  expressed,  and  one  can  see,  from  your 
style,  that  you  profit  by  the  conversation  of  men  of 
buidness  and  Commandants  of  frontier  places.  But 
if  we  should  take  your  advice,  to  go  and  lie  whiere 
there  is  best  forage,  what  if  that  should  prove  to  be 
about  Ypres,  and  the  nrighbourhood  of  the  poor  Ca»- 
tellany  of  Courtray ;  then,  I  am  afraid,  some  of  your 
finnily  would  wish  us  back  again  at  Cambray  «v 
Valenciennes.  But  without  jesting,  there  is  snehra 
•ialk  t]iat  our  army,  if  we  do  no  more,  may  oome  to 
lie  thereabout  to  consume  the  forage  about  Yforeti-Mo 
jrou  had  best  adtertjse  the  boors  to  l^g  theit  edm 
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t&HkBLt^^mi;  it  willbeanactof  cbaiStjrcleBBtit^Iki 
ptor  bodT%  snd  th^  Goivienior  w31  be  Ha  loMn 

I  shall  also  consider  of  your  other  sdiw,  nAiok 
eeeoM  io>  be  pretty  well  bdd,  exeep*  ihst  of  nutting 
OY tf  in  a  dogger,  which  I  do  not  like.  I  kwnl^  yw 
mean  only  of  taking  that  occasion  of  going  to  Ghent 
I  can  give  no  resolution  on  thai  head  fill  we  see 
farther  about  us.  I  am  ready  to  determine  whatever 
way  diitjr  calk,  which  I  think  is  a  better  temper  than 
to  be  bent  upon  any  thing.  In  such  a  cifs^  I-  gitie- 
raUy  find  there  ib  a  sneJ^,  I  desire  to  be  serievd^ 
concerned  to  know  T^hat  is-  duty,  asd'  beg  gmee  te 
jtbUoW  it  lAen  diseorered;  and  I  hope  ih»  Le»d«wi| 
direel  by  hn  iqnrity  and  ca«ee  us  to  widk  in-  a  n|^ 
Way  wherein  we  shiA  not  etomble^  Jerrai«  xsiL  9^ 
aind  be  as  a  voice  bdnnd  us,  sayiigv  23Utf  i»  Ae:  iiM|i^ 
taalkpi  m  its  To-morrow  is  erdered tobekc^ »dqr 
of  thanks^ving  for  the  taking  of  Bouchain.  It  ie  ie 
be  Wfidied  that  repentance  and  refbrnmlioir  ¥rerer  J^ed 
it  more  than  we  sect    I  am  tUbe.  I,  Hk 


l4Muh  Blackader,  diez  Mons.  Col.  Cttat&aghsatt,  f 
ComraaiMlftnt  k  G<Airtra;#  y 

September  9»t, 
I  am  rery  glad  to  find  yoinr  ihou^its?  so  just  ani 
moderate  on  the  subject  of  my  last  It  is  what  I  etf^ 
pected  trom  one  who  is  so  reasonable,,  and  sansoigaed 
to  the  wiU  of  God.  It  ie^  a  mercy  that  bbth  of  m  eve 
ee  easy  upon  that  head,  for  this  is  a  trsame'  of  nofied  I 
greatly  deshre,  and  for  whidi  I  hare  often  pmyed««>«I 
can  say  nothing  yet  about  my  obtaining  Isav^  to* goto 

Sksoflandy  the  Brigadier  himsetf  being  yet  eoidbte^* 
nibbed  about  his  own  goii^«    Meafitteae,  let  u9piitaB 
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our  concerns  into' His. IwidiSc  who  taketh  care  of  us^ 
and  knows  best  what  is  good  for  us. 

I  have  j.u8t  received  yours,  and  your  father's  letters. 
I  own  I  have-  not  foriesight  enough  tot  foresee  or  answer 
all  the  dijBicultiesr  that  can  be  proposed  in  the  affiur ; 
and  I  belieye  it  would,  bo  easy  to  find  flaws  and 
fiiilluea  in^  all  humaa  securities:  and  determinadons  i 
because:  such  is  the  aaturo  of  human  aflSeirS)  that  they 
arc  no€  capable  (^  an-  infellible  security.  All  wc  can 
do  is,  to  act  aecor^gt  to  the  best  of  our  judgment. 
When  diings  come  to  an  anxious  perplexity,  that  they 
must  be  managed  by  a  cunning  d<exterity,  they  are 
then  above  my  reach  and  ci^bre.  Every  one  has 
their  proper  talents ;  artifice  is.  not  mine.  I  see  no 
better  foundation  to  put  it  on.  than  this :  At  such 
a  fby  as  I  give,  you  are  to  pay  me  such  a  sum.  of 
money,,  aad  llien  you  are  to  be  Lieutenant  Colonel ;. 
if  you  fail  in  payment,  then  I  hav^e  my  post^  and  yoii 
iMva  yofir  moa^.  But  I  will  not  break  my  faoart 
about  these  thingEh.  The*  Lord  direct  and  guidie  by 
his  Sficiti     Lii  mxt  thinev  J«  B» 


"NbAm  Bbckader,  chez  Monsk.  Col.  Cunningham^  > 
CoBttmandafft.i  Gourtray.  y 

.  The  peraoa  witk  whom;  the  Colonel  waa  on  teirma 
segarding  the  disposal  of  his  commistton^  was  Lord 
Fansester;  But  the  Brigadier  having  signified  that  a 
IbBow-oiBieer  would'  be  more  acc^table  to  him  than  a 
stEanger,  the  Major  d  his  own  raiment  waa  ad^nisadr 
to  become  the  punehascar.  The  sum,  howler,,  whick 
ke  was  aUe  to  advance,.  £2600  sterlings  no^i  hmg 
thought  adequate  to.  the  value  of  the  ccomassioi^.  timi} 
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project  was  laid  aside,  and  die  former  negotiation  con- 
tinued. 

Saturday,  September  29, 

This  proposal  of  die  Major's  that  I  told  you  of  is 
now  over ;  for  upon  second  thoughts  he  does  not  find 
it  convenient  for  him.  It  was  also  the  Brigadier's 
advice  to  him  not  to  lay  out  the  small  stook  he  had 
that  way,  for  he  thought  it  too  great  a  risk  for  a  man  ^ 
that  has  a  fiEunily.  So  the  afiair  is  gone  into  its  for- 
mer train  again,  and  my  lord  and  I  have  very  nearly 
agreed.  I  put  it  upon  this  foot  I  am  to  have 
£2600  sterling,  for  it,  with  a  draw-badc  of  a  shilKi^ 
per  pound;  if  free  of  this,  then  £2500.  I  give  Um 
tQl  the  20th  of  March  to  pay  the  moiiey;  fiiiBng 
which,  or  if  proper  security  is  not  given,  the  bargam 
is  dissolved.  I  make  £  1600  to  be'  paid  in  London, 
and  the  rest  in  Edinburgh.  So  let  it  take  what  coarse 
Providence  pleases  to  give  it. 

My  lord  has  a  mind  to  go  away,  if  he  get  leave^  in 
three  or  four  days ;  and  I  intend  also  to  ask  leave ; 
but  I  know  Lord  Orkney  is  very  nice  in  granting  it 
If  I  come,  I  think  of  bringing  the  chaise.  Toumay 
is  now  the  ordinary  road.  The  Brigadier  told  me 
yesterday  that  both  General  Murray  and  Colonel 
Cunningham  had  intelligence  from  Ypres,  that  the 
French  may  probably  have  some  design  oa  the  Lys, 
so  it  is  expected  some  troops  may  march  that  way* 
I  know  not  what  to  do  with  Andrew,  (his  servanty^):! 
would  gladly  do  something  for  him,  now  he  is  grow- 
ing old.  I  propose  getting  him  into.  Chelsea^  *  as  a 
sei^eant.  He  inclines  to  stay  in  my  service^  and  to 
dispose  of  the  other  which,  he  says,  will  give  £80  or 
£40«    I  am  just  going  on  command,  which,  I  hofjg^ 
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•will  be  short,  as  it  is  but  the  piquet  I  came  off  in  the 
morning.     I  am  thine.  J.  B. 

r 

'  Madam  Blackader,  chez  Mons.  Col.  Cunningham,  ) 
Commandant  k  Courtiay.  I 


The  Colonel  readily  obtained  leav«  of  absence,  and 
took  his  departure ;  uncertai^  whether  his  arrange- 
ments with  Lord  Forrester  might  not  miscarry,  and 
^caIl  him  back  to  the  regiment  next  campaign.  His 
i^iprehensicms,  however,  were  never  destined  to  be  rea^ 
lised,  for  die  commission  was  disposed  of,  and  the 
«tipulat]on8  punctually  fulfilled  at  the  appointed  tinie. 
Before  quitting  Bouchain,  he  addressed  a  petition  to 
ibe  Commander-in-chief,  soliciting  permission  to  re- 
hire from  the  service,  which  was  granted.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy  of  the  petition  : — 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Marlborough^  The  Petition 
(^  Lktitenant-Colonel  Blackadery  ifc. 

Humbly  Sheweth, 

That  I  have  served  in  this  r^ment  since  the  late 
4iappy  Revdution,  and  have  been  several  times  wound- 
•ed  in  the  service,  particularly  at  the  battle  of  Bleti- 
beim,  and  at  the  siege  of  Lisle. 

My  Lord,  If  my  natural  strength  and  vigour  were 
imy  way  equal  to  the  zeal  with  which  I  have  served 
these  twenty-two  years,  the  hopes  of  seeing  an  end 
put  to  this  long  and  troublesome  war,  by  your  Grace's 
wise  and  happy  conduct,  would  still  support  me  under 
all  its  growing  fatigues :  But,  my  Lord,  my  grey  hairs 
increaeong  fast  upon  me,  do  give  me  notice  that  it  is 
time  I  should  think  of  a  retreat.    Also,  the  cireum- 
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gteiMSeff  of  uy  priTate  affurs  in  Noiib  Britain,  ia 
quire  my  attendance  there. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Graoe  to  alloir 
(by  disposing  of  ray  commission  to  a  gentleman 
much  better  qualified  for  the  service)  to  retire 
oat  of  die  armyy  and  ttaam  my  sword  into  a 
ptoogl«h«re. 

October  1.  Yesterday  having  taken  my  veaota&m 
to  d^art,  I  went  in  the  afternoon  to  ask  leaver  aad 
lound  all  the  Generals  so  easy  and  aecessiUe^  that  I 
met  not  with  the  smallest  difficulty.  This  JBomiag  1 
left  the  army  at  Bouchain.  The  Lord  only  laaows 
whether  ever  I  shall  return  to  it  again.  I  refer  my 
fife  to  his  will  and  disposaL  If  his  presence  go  with 
me,  I  am  glad  to  go ;  if  it  be  his  pleasure  I  shoold 
return,  I  am  also  satisfied.  I  was  melancholy  in  the 
morning  at  parting  with  some  of  my  kind  friends,  and 
the  corps  I  have  lived  in  these  twenty-two  years. 
But  through  the  day  I  had  a  serene,  thankful  mind, 
while  riding  alone  in  my  chaise.  I  applied  that  say- 
ing of  Jacob's,  Gen.  xxxiL  10.  So  may  I  say^  lam 
kis  than  the  lecut  qfall  his  merdes,  for  with  my  Lieu?- 
tenant's  Partisan,  I  passed  over  to  this  country  alKiot 
twenty-one  years  ago,  and  now  the  Lord  senda  me  out 
of  the  army  with  abundance  of  reputation,  and  the 
conveniences  of  life ;  for  I  was  ashamed  to  hear  of  the 
kind  and  obliging  things  which  my  L<»rd  Puke  qpokt 
about  me  to  the  Generals  with  him,,  after  I  was  gone 
QoL  I  say  not  this  to  Batter  myself,  or  to  be  fiiel  to 
vanity ;  but  to  stir  up  thankfulness..  O  the  goodness 
and  mercy  with  which  God  has  followed  me  thes^: 
tww^"-two  years  since  I  came  to  this  empbymeQit ;. 


how  woBderfully  fi^iseeYeAy  pproteeled^  andb^viQiifvdri:: 
m  so  Auch  thfit  th^ro  lia^  scfufoo;  been,  am  ftotion  in 
whiok  I  have  betn^  but  ProviieiM^  did  IdndJif  make 
floixie  aceidents:  kH.  01^  whiclii  pioeiimck  me  goeatsr 
vq^ntatiui  HI  tlM  seemy.  Not  mito  ko^  but  unto  thae^ 
be  tilie  praise;  &r  hadsl  tiiaHt  vithfaeild  thj(' gKaee:  I 
sbovJd  hove  nnsbehayed  on  e^^,  ooeesim ;  and  had) 
contempt  and  shame^  instead  of  honiwr.  Ihamsem 
Qffieers  move  d<)MrnAp  m  th0iUi?^  w 
toiling  through  &t%ae8  and  dangers  for  tventy  ai? 
tburly  year%  and  who  had  gathi^ed  a  good  stock  of 
rq^olatioB^ — ^I  have,  seen  them  lose  it  all  in  one  iasf^i 
^  ilk  an  hour.  AoA  it  weold  ha^e  been  so  wilAk  me, 
if  the  Uvd  had  left  me ;  but  he  has  alwaya  furnished 
HiQ  Yety:  liberally,  I  praise  him  who  enabled  me  ta 
Kye  in  flPAck  an  army,  suteible  ta  the  pKofesffloa  of  ren 
ligion,  though,  I  confess,  with  much  weakness,  and 
maay  fiulings  on  my  pa^.  This  Is  a  great  and  won- 
derful merey,  and  it  is  ako  remembered  iia  the  annyj, 
I  hope,  to  the  honour  of  GodaBd  the<»:e4it  of  rdigian.. 

I  came  safe  to  Tourney  at  night.  I  have'  not  had 
BMre  seremty  ci  mind  and  thankfUnens  ihan  I  had  att 
thia  day.  I  take  this  for  a  good,  omen  that  tibe  pren 
seac9  o€  the  Lord  shall  go  wijth  me«  I  e^nt  the  next 
day  there  qidetly,  meditating  on  the  goodness  of  God 
to  me*  Thou  hast  been  my  hiding-pll»ce,  my  shirid, 
my  glory„  Ike  upUfter  of  my  head. 

October  S.  TrayelHng  to  CoQrtfay»  whsre  I  arrived 
safe.  I  bless  God  for  ^ying  us  a  happy  meeting  and 
briaging  the  campaign  to.  a  cenfortable  isene. 

Ckfyjtm*  9.  We  left  Canrtray  and  tcayelled  all  day 
to  Ghent. 

Ockb^  16.    L^  Qhevt  and  cama  wslk  as^ 
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to  Sag,  where  we  intend  taking  ship  for  Rotterdam. 
We  were  to  have  sailed  early  next  morning ;  but  by 
an  accident  of  a  rope  breaking,  and  the  water  failing, 
we  were  stopped  all  day.  TUs  at  first  made  ns  un- 
easy; but  it  turned  out  very  fortunate;  for  there 
came  a  very  great  storm,  which  might  have  pat  ns  in 
danger  if  we  had  gone.  It  frequently  happens  so 
with  us,  that  things  ^wliich  we  are  vexed  at  and 
reckon  to  be  crosses,  are  by  the  wise  providence  of 
God  made  to  be  our  choicest  mercies. 

Odober  18.  Sailed  this  morning,  and  with  a  good 
wind  came  to  Rotterdam  at  twelve  o'clock  next.<day. 
.  While  at  Rotterdam  Mrs.  Blackader  was  seised 
with  a  violent  fever,  in  which  she  was  dangerously 
ill,  and  confined  for  nearly  a  month.  In  Decembcnr 
she  recovered  so  far  as  to  enable  them  to  prosecute 
their  journey. 

December  25.  This  day  we  left  Rotterdam.  Thy 
goodness  and  mercy,  O  Lord,  has  followed  us  here ; 
may  thy  presence  be  with  us  during  this  voyage.  ' 

December  28.  This  forenoon  we  embarked  in  the 
yachts  that  carry  over  Prince  Eugene  and  the  Prns- 
sian  Ambassador  to  London.  We  essayed  to  get  over 
the  shallows  and  out  of  the  Maese,  but  could  not,  and 
cast  anchor  and  lay  there  all  night.  Next  day  we  got 
over,  and  in  the  evening  stood  out  to  sea ;  but  not 
finding  the  Man  of  War  that  was  to  convoy  us,  we 
were  obliged  to  come  back  and  anchor  before  Helvoet, 
where  we  lay  tossing  all  night. 

December  30.     In  the  afternoon  our  convoy  came 

out :  we  weighed  anchor  and  prosecuted  our  voyage 

till  midnight  with  a  good  wind.     But  the  wind  then 

taming  contrary,  we  were  obliged  to  change  our 

eourae  more  nortbeTly  tow«c^X«s!tck«\xVk« 
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•'■:  December  31.  In  the  afternoon  we  came  to  anchor 
between  Yarmouth  and  Harwich.  There  W6  were 
toteed  for  another  night,  and  next  morning  we  wrought 
up  to  Harwich  and  landed. 

'  JcamcBty  2.  We  had  a  pleasant  voyage  up  the  river 
to  Ipswich,  and  in  two  days  arrived  safe  in  London. 
Now  that  Uiou  has  brought  us  to  Britain  again,  O 
Lcard,  let  us  have  Uiy  presence  and  blessing  here  as 
we  have  had  ainroad. 

The  Colonel  continued  in  London  until  the  23d  of 
Bfarch,  to  aWait  the  final  conclusion  of  his  transaction 
witfi  Lord  Forrester.  This  matter  was  conducted 
amicably,  and  without  further  interruption,  and  ter- 
minated to  the  ^itire  sfitisfaction  of  both  parties* 
^^  We  have  now  finished  our  bargain  about  my  post, 
according  to  our  >  previous  appointment,  and  having 
made  my  demission,  I  now  look  upon  myself  as  out 
of  the  army.  I  remark  the  kind  dealing  of  Provir 
d0Dce  with  me ;  for  the  25th,  two  days  hence,  is  the 
day  on  which,  by  Act  of  Parliament,  I  would  have  lost 
Iny  post  if  I  had  gone  to  a  Presbyterian  meeting,  * 
Now  by  the  goodness  of  God  I  am  delivered  out  of 
this  snare,  for  this  law  does  not  touch  me,  having  no 
post.  I  knew  not  this,  nor  did  I  suspect  it  last  siun- 
mer  when  I  entered  into  the  agreement.     But  God 


*  This  was  a  Bill  to  prevent  Occasional  Conformityt  by  which  all 
persons  having  places  of  profit  or  trust  under  Government,  should 
forfeit  these  if  they  were  convicted  of  being  present  at  any  meeting  for 
religious  worship,  consisting  of  more  than  ten  persons  besides  the 
family,  and  where  the  book  of  Common  Prayer  was  not  used.  This 
Bill,  which  had  formerly  been  much  contested,  now  passed  without 
opposition ;  and  was  to  take  effect  on  the  25th  of  March,  as  above. -» 
Burnet,  foL  ii.  p.  585. 
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who  leads  tlie  Uiiid  hy  the  way  ihey  know  not^  was 
kading  me  by  the  hand  and  takii^  me  oat  of  the 
army  in  the  beet  and  fittest  time.  K  deeire  to  adore 
and  admire  the  mercy  and  goodness  of  God,  to  me  m 
his  providence^  and  to  trust  in  him  eheeifiiHy  ui  the 
time  to  c<»ne.  Make  thy  way  plain  to  me^  that  I.  who 
am  a  way-fiuring  man»  and  a  fool  may  not  err  therenu^ 
The  remainder  of  the  continental  war  presented 
nothing  memorable.  Marlborou^  being  diepootedf 
the  eommand  was  bestowed  on  the  Diike<^  OlnBM>nd; 
bat  as  negotiations  for  peace  had  been  set  on  foot,  be 
had  secret  orders  to  refrain  from  offensive  hostilities* 
This  prevented  him  from  c6-operating  with  Prince 
Eugene,  who  was  resolvec^  t(|  press  the  waor  vrilifa 
vigour ;  and  in  consequencs^  the  Freneh  gained  some 
advantages  and  recovered  several  o£  the  towns  tibey 
had  lost.  The  whole  campaign  was,  on  the  part  ^ 
England,  a  studied  artifice  to  deottve  the  AUiea  'BdX 
it  was  destined  to  be  the  last,  fov  the  ceniieirenco  wUeh 
had  been  opened  at  Utrecht,  in  the  begmoing  of  the 
year,  terminated  in  a  treaty  of  peace,  which 
eluded  and  signed  April  U,  171S» 
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wmmTic  sketches;  171^—1714 


Giteid  Bkdcader  lenrei  LoftdMi— Rcndis  ia  Kdiiilwr^«»Ii  nmdm 
»  M«iiib«r  of  the  Sodeby  for  IVopagatiBg.  Chiistiaiiitj— And  a 
Member  of  the  General  Assembly— Settles  at  Stirluig--Death  of 
Qneen  Aine*i«- Accession  of  George  I. 

Havihg-  d%M99ed  ^  kk  CommiBBicm,  aa4  etttaxoed!  fak 
&m1  fibeFftdon  fton  ih»  army,  Coloiiri  Bkekact^  kft 
Loiidoiw  His  slay  tkere  Trm  not  ogBi^bsed  l^  any 
thiiig  partmlaBply  worthy  of  notice.  ^  No  plaee," 
sajB  lie,  ^^  1  e^er  was  in  gives  me  a  gvealoF  idea  ef 
ik^  yanity  of  the  world,  than  tUs  eity.  Meat  peo^ 
walk  in  a  iwk  ahow."  He  several  times  ignited  the 
Duke  of  Masttoroygh  then  in  London,  hut  midwcBa- 
gnm,  and  shorn  of  hk  nulitary  hononrs,  ^  a  sad 
santbleai^'*  he  remarkes.  ^  of  the  eiq[Hieioas  mconstanqr 
of  all  boaan  diings.'^ 

NoEW  that  tiio  ineana  #f  graee  and  of  hearing  the 
gospel  were  more  witlnn  hiis  reaeh,  he  ghtcBy  availed 
honself  of  these  epportnmties.  Scairo^  a  ^y  paesed 
in  which  he  HA  not  attend  pnhBc  won^p^  rither  at 
iha  memaig  leolnres,  or  aomeof  the-refipoiurlBsi^aiibQfi- 
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tions  in  the  city.     This  he  never  considered  as  ray 
hindrance  or  intermption  to  his  secular  concerns. 

April  5.  I  see  that  the  service  of  God  does  not 
hinder  business,  but  promotes  it ;  for  yesterday  being 
employed  in  his  service,  and  having  several  affiurs  yet 
to  be  despatched,  I  was  afraid  I  should  have  too  litde 
time.  But  Providence  brought  my  business  to  my 
hand,  and  also  made  it  smooth  and  easy;  so  that  it  was 
well  done,  and  soon  over,  and  cost  me  neither  trouble 
nor  care.  I  see  this  in  all  the  steps  of  my  life,  that 
though  there  is  much  weakness  in  my  own  manage- 
ment, he  makes  all  I  do  to  prosper,  better  than  those 
who  have  much  more  wisdom  and  prudence.  On 
Sabbath  I  heard  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury  (Burnet) 
preach  a  very  good  sermon.  I  was  edified  by  it;  but 
I  complain  that  impressions  speedily  wear  out,  and 
my  affections  soon  grow  cold. 

It  was  on  the  7th  of  April  that  he  and  his  Lady  left 
London,  but  from  the  slow  mode  of  travelling  then  in 
practice,  it  was  more  than  two ,  weeks  before  they 
reached  Edinburgh.  On  the  evening  of  the  2l8t,  tibey 
came  to  Dunbar.  While  here,  his  thoughts  imme- 
diately turned  to  an  interesting  object,  fitted  to  -  csll 
up,  in  his  mind,  images  at  once  pleasing  and  melaii^ 
choly.  The  solitary  rock  where  his  venerable  iatbfir 
had  languished  in  captivity,  and  which,  it  iqppears,  he 
had  then  visited  occasionally  on  the  mournful  emoidB 
of  filial  duty  and  affection,  stands  within  a  few^mileB 
of  that  shore.  This  naturally  attracted  his  attention, 
and  seems  to  have  been  the  subject  of  his  pensive 
meditations,  leading  him  to  contrast  his  former  humbte 
and  desolate  prospects  in  life,  with  his  present  hononr^ 
able  and  comparative  affluence*    ^^  In  the  eTeniogy" 
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says  he,  ^^  I  stepped  out,  and  walked  towards  the  ieiea- 
side,  in  sight  of  the  Bass  Island,  which  occasioned 
serious  thoughts,  and  a  thankful  frame  of  mind,  to 
think  of  the  long  train  of  mercy  and  goodne^  that 
has  followed  me  these  many  years  since  I  was  there ; 
when  there  was  &r  from  any  aj^iearanoe  or  expec* 
tation  of  such  thiAgs  as  Providence  has  now  ^ne 
for  me.'^ 

Next  day  they  arrived  in  Edinburgh ;  and  on  the 
24th,  came  to  Craigforth,  the  seat  of  his  wife's  father, 
near  Stirling.  There  he  continued  until  the  middle 
at  August,  when  he  fixed  his  refiidence  for  some  time 
in  Edinburgh.  The  rural  quiet  and  retirement  which 
h»  enjoyed  at  Craigforth,  were  much  more  oongenial 
to  his  temper  and  habits,  than  the  tumult  and  dis- 
traction of  the  army.  His  leisure  hours  were  spent 
occasionally  in  the  recreation  of  angling  or  field- 
^orts,  which  he  considered  a  more  rational  and  hann- 
less  pastime,  than  the  frivolous  amusements,  or  the 
fashioiiable  dissipations  of  cities.  ^^  I  pass  my  time,'' 
says  he,  ^^  quietiy  afber  the  country  manner.  I  find 
more  peace  and  serenity  of  mind  here,  than  in  towns. 
There  is  something  mor^  sweet  and  innocent  in  rural 
Kfe.'' 

His  company  and  conversation,  as  was  to  b^  ex- 
pected, furnished  many  attractions  for  visitors,  both 
friends  and  strangers ;  but  he  always  grudged  being 
compelled  to  sacrifice  to  the  curiosity  of  his  guests, 
^QLore  time  than  could  be  either  instructive  or  edifying. 
Omversatioai,  when  it  ceased  to  accomplish  ibis  ob- 
ject, he  r^arded  as  degenerating  into  idle  entertain- 
ment, which  ought  to  be  checl^ed,  rather  thw  en- 
couraged.   ^^  There  is  much  of  my  time,"  says  he, 
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<^  waflted  in  maldiig  formal  Tinto  of  ccremoay..  A 
oountry  life,  I  see,  is  mbject  ta  this  inoanvt 
I  vmB  in  company  all  day,  fJiaie  5./  bjr 
ootting  to  the  house.  This  is  a  kind  of  life  I  do*  ast 
liks— te  have  all  my  time  stolsn  from  me^  aadi  liriflfld 
away.  I  oould  not  well  live  without  some'  intcndb 
of  retirement  To  be  continually  in  bustl^.  ani.in 
public,  is  contrary  to  a  Christian  life.  It  keeps  me 
from  private  duty,  from  thinking,  and  medittitien.'*' 

Notwithstanding  his  assiduous  attendanee  on  Ifae 
puUie  ordinances  of  retig^n,  and  his  peculiav  wmandi 
of  devotion,  he  expresses  himself  no-  friend  tot  thai 
Fharisaie  ostentatiim,  which  leads  men.  ta  aittadb  an 
undue  ¥alu&  to  ext^mal  forms^  while  they  aK»  negii^ 
gsnt  to  cultivate  the  no  less  essoatial  duliMi  of  ptrsoi^ 
nal  or  domestic  piety*  The  protracted  scrricoft  «£  tiis 
dburoh^  wUeh  it  was  then  eiwtomary  wiib  acuMt  t» 
ttctend  to^  three  or  four  hours  without  interamsiaii^lia 
ekjected  te^  as  teadkig  to  fiitigne  the  attentimi^  and 
exhaust  the  mind,  rather  than  to  edify  er  impDem^iL^ 
Among  otksr  remarks,  on  this  subjae^  her  okaenDHi 
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*'.llha  CouawttniM.Soifiee  cBptdalfy  waf  tbeii  lutit^^ 
tedious  and  unnecessary  extent.  On  the  Preparation  Sabbath- tbf| 
had  in  towns  three  long  sermons,  besides,  in.  some  places,  two  exborta^ 
tibns  or  addresses  to  intending  communicants.  On  tKc  I!1uit-diqr» 
Thotfsdaji  ticrt  were  three  services  by  tw»  or  three  sefend  mm&ljMH 
Mit  Kridagi  ewfoiBg-  a  senmm }  en  Satuaday  two,  or  periia||eti«aei  Qn 
Slabbathi  there  was  the  action  sermon,  as  it  is  eaUed;.  the  tablvjaerstai 
which  were  seldom  short,  sermons  in  the  tent,  and  an  evening,  sermoii 
iftltte  ebordk.  The  whole  ceremony  concluded  on  Mbndky,  witttf\m 
aflrmoMW  by  tsvo  diffteent  minlsteiSc  These  lengthened:  aanter  xHttA 
bad.theca  ongin  in  timeg:  of  persecutjan^  when  ptnyln  emilti  mart  ^ 
worship  only  by  stealth,,  and' at  the  hazard  of  their  livei,  the  <^np^ 
fasr  now  judiciously  abridged;  and  it  is  a  question  with  some^  wbeClier 
Ibey  Miq^  not^  be  still  flH^flr-reduced  ? 


vibfle  attettdi^tliepreparatiott  sermom  kfotatliftnc- 
nXfieal  ai;  SlivKi^  ^^  I  ooou^laia  tkat  I  wa»  preaellHl 
vuwie  dead  and  fibit^  by  being:  too>  mnch  im  pfuUie.  I 
^nk-Bcnrrjr  I  eannot  hold  out  better,  but  I  am  not  eap^ 
abli^  of  tttcb  intenseness  of  attentioik  'Sfy  spuats:  b0- 
cotBefiil%]aed  by  long  sermom^  I  tiii^  this  m  the 
&ult  of  the  custom  here*  There  is  too  mndi  time 
^H^ffksyiei.  iii  public^  and  too  little  left  for  private  de- 
votienil^  And  also,  vpon  suoh  eceasiouB,  there  is  too 
wwik  fe&m!'  takea  to  work  up  tibe  sffectioiLs  and  frame 
tO'A'beight^  wUlioat  tialdng  equals  care  of  a  suitahls 
gA>i?irfli  and  ia^urovemeat  in  the  juc^ment  and  eon* 
iMsalka^  This  makes  fimci&l,  father  thaa  selid 
CSb]!iBtiflBiSL>  We  are  generaBy  more?  earnest  to  ba?7e 
the-eoBfloIatiens  and  smaks  of  CSkrist,  flian.  caseftd  to 
iRlse  .wl^  tfe  whole  ydce  of  Christ,  or  to  wa&m  a 
eeene  ef  ebedieno^  mortifying aaidsubdmng our Q«ni 
ivilto  dnd  temperfiL.'' 

Itr  wae  a  finrourite  text  with  him,^  thai  eatpnssioii  ef 
tte  Vtabnist  in  his  dedicatory  jnrnyer.^  Far  lor  am 
4iriinfitr$  b^bre  thee^  mid  sofounurs  a»  wen  aH  out 
JMew^a  our  days  o»  Ike  earih  are  a»  a  Atabm,  and 
Aere  i$w4hing  abiding.  ^  1  heatd^"  saijnt  be^  <^a  geed 
sermen  on  a  subject  that  I  love  weil  to^  bear  pneGched 
upon*  O  leani  me  to  live  as  I  bate  beaxd^astrxoi^ 
and  pi%iim  in  the  world'  I  Ihoeglrt  my  afllbotiens 
SMtfe  warmed  and  raised  by  tUft  sermetn^  ibaft  they 
wete  a€  the  Lord's  table.  Tfcs<  Spirit  is'  fiMe,  juA 
Uawetb  who^e  it  listeth*  I  desire  not,,  as  manyde^ 
te meamufe  eay  Canristiaii  growtb  by  libe  werbbq^  ef 
asy  affiDetions,  bat  by  solid  reBolutiims  ef  die  wi^ 
gtiidedby  a  soond  judgment  and  undewtaaiding^  and 
tint  goided  by  the  werd  of  God^ 
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June  29*  I  went  early  to  Airth  on  Sabbath,  but 
did  not  communicate ;  and  in  the  evening  the  minis- 
ters served  a  conviction  upon  me  that  I  ought  to  have 
done  it.  I  hope,  however,  I  did  it  in  effect,  that  is,  I 
took  hold  of  Christ  in  my  heart,  and  fed  upon  him 
by  fidth.  I  desire  to  employ  him  for  nuHrtifying  sin, 
and  for  sanctifying  my  soul. 

Auguxt^.  I  was  abroad  all  day,  attending  a  burial 
in  the  country.  Most  of  the  conversation  and  com- 
pany there,  was  not  desirable.  It  is  wonderful  to  see 
what  a  perverse,  malignant  spirit  is  gone  out  among 
the  gentry,  especially  against  all  that  is  good.  O  the 
madness  of  the  people,  that  would  sacrifice  religioii 
and  liberty,  and  all  that  is  valuable,  to  satisfy  their 
humour ;  but  Quos  Deus  vtdtperdere  prius  demeniaL 

Parties  at  this  time  in  Scotland,  both  politioal  and 
religious  ran  extremely  high.  This  was  a  subject  of  fine* 
quent  regret  and  animadversion  with  Colonel  Blaek- 
ader.'  Although  a  man  of  no  fiaction,  and  expecting 
neither  post  nor  pension  from  government^  yet  he 
could  not  but  lament  the  violence  of  party,  and  feel 
interested  in  the  wel&re  of  his  country.  The  divisivis 
spirit  which  rent  both  the  church  and  the  state,  was 
his  greatest  uneasiness,  and  he  will  be  found  perpe- 
tually alluding  to  it  in  course  of  the  Diary. 

On  the  14th  of  August  he  1^  Craigforth,  and  came 
to  Edinburgh.  His  first  reflections,  on  this  oocadon, 
were  those  of  gratitude  and  thankfulness.  ^*  I  Uesi 
God  for  his  goodness,  (which  has  been  very  great,)  in 
bringing  us  back  here  to  a  quiet,  peaoeaUe  habitatioa 
among  our  friends,  afiker  so  many  year's  wanderings 
tiiroi^h  dangers  and  difficulties.  Now  that  we  an 
to  live  here,  let  thy  presence  be  with  us,  that  oat 
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btnise  may  be  a  Bethel,  and  our  hearts  a  temple  where 
thou  mayest  delight  to  dWell."  Here,  though  he  re- 
gularly attended  the  Established  Church,  not  only  on 
Sabbath,  but  at  the  weekly  sermons,  he  united  him* 
•df  to  a  private  society  or  assodatioh  for  prayer  and 
religious  fellowship*  At  the  same  time  he  extended 
the  greatest  liberality  of  sentiment  towards  others.  To 
those  who  differed  from  him  in  opinion,  he  never  shewed 
ib$t  9efifntf  br  intolerance  of  spirit,  which  unfortu- 
Hatieiy  t(k>  Urmch  distinguishes  the  boasted  liberality  of 
mem  enlightened  times.  On  the  contrary,  he  repro- 
bates these  aniniolrities  as  the  hateful  offspring  of  bi- 
gotry and  virulencci 

September  l(y.  I  was  most  of  this  day  in  com- 
pany, where  too  much  heat  was  shewn  in  debate. 
Heat  always  produces  heat,  and  passion  draWs  out 
passion.  Indeed,  I  susjpect,  that  much  of  ^What  some 
peo^e  call  zeal,  proceeds  from  heat  and  violence  of 
temper  which,  I  think,  is  natural  to  the  Sciyts  people 
above  others ;  and  I  am  afraid  we  are  often  led  by  oiir 
own  humours,  instead  of  the  Spirit  of  Qod.  It  is  the 
meek  ihou  guidest  in  judgment.  The  meek  thou 
dearly  teaehest  thy  way.  Lord,  make  me  so.  Keep 
HM.from  extremes,  both  on  the  right  himd,  and  on 
the  left.  Let  me  not  act  or  suffer  for  any  thing  but 
what  is  clear  duty,  wherein  I  may  have  thy  approba- 
tion, and  the  peace  and  testimony  of  a  good  con- 
eoiaace;  I  dare  not  give  myself  up  to  be  directed  by 
Idiy  man,  or  set  of  men.  Be  thou  thyself  my  guide.* 
.  (1713,)  Fdnmary  3»  Hearing  the  morning  serAion ; 
and  was  afterwards  surprised  to  hear  of  the  sudden 
illness  of  a  friend  who  seems  to  be  dying.  Lor^  & 
tad  prepare  her  for  the  change.    Iiet  her  soul  be 
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bound  up  in  the  bmiAe  of  life.  I  find  that  iiie  'Ci^iA 
^  a  dying  person  makes  a  deeper  impraedku  upon  me 
now  in  cold  blood,  than  ten  thousand  did  in  Flaadeis 
aft  battles.  At  night  my  niece  died.  Lord,  sanctiQr 
the  providenee  to  those  most  concerned,  and  to  nsafl. 
I  perceive,  that  in  a  dying  hour,  an  interest  inCJIiriit) 
and  the  sense  of  it,  is  worth  ten  thousand  worlds^ 
fyr  att  earthly  comforts  are  then  tasteless  and  usdsss. 

In  ihe  end  of  March  the  Colond  and  l^aXaidy  M 
Edinburgh,  and  spent  the  summer  in  •'vidtiBg  iMx 
J&iendB  in  Stirlingshire.  While  at  ]>oim,^<Awef<*M) 
*Vhece  I  was  stiixed  up  to  a  thankful  frame  of  inM 
at  the  remembrance  of  all  the  memes  and-ddK^raiw 
anees  liiat  has  attended  me  Hince  I  was  last  ia  4h]s 
placq,  .about  twenty-fthree  yean  sgo/*'^ 

The  oompany  of  his  friends  and  the  vfdaxntiffli'of 
ecfontry  diveisions  made  bis  time  pass  very  agreedbty^ 
and  ]ie  sometimes  exclaims  with  ^the  lA^fieat-poet,  Iwt 
kk  %  wobkar  woaef  Deu8  nobis -A^^  'ITieyfaft 

Cm$ffaeih  ia  Ai^ust  and  returned  lo  B&A«r|^ 

iSeptmber  1%.  I  hcpn*  that  «nr  legknent  fa  gene  foft 
Inilapd.  They  cannot  Sfsrv^  there  tudess  4Jiey  ld» 
the  sacramental  test.  *  I  admke  andadore^henoeA- 
liess  of  Godito  mc^  who  brought  me  out  of  the  'army, 


III   ■  I  ■%. 


*  pie  X^t  A6t  wasiyiMfd  in  \9l!^\sy  Kbidi  aHpenoas  h«Ufag 
IiiibUcQfikei,besid^,t9)upg'tb«  osthp.of  wpiemai^  and  %Xk^m$^ 
%r«re  required  to.receiT!ft-tfae  saerament,  actonding  to  .the  fil^  .of  JhP 
OboMhjpr  jSngland.  The  act  did  not  extend  fb  Irdand  ^  IJjM^-ttd 
iixmw.p^peale^lhne.  iDiyeat^n  fiiom  the  Jingtieh  Ohweh  itfll  t^ 
JEMd  it  as  PfSrievtinoe^  apdit  it  v»w  Alnqoet^.oi^y  UnHatRPO  OPiW* 
%io^  liberty  in  England,;  tl|e  Tolemtion  Act.of  .10(NV  ^th  J||i,iV» 
^■giSMnt  in  1799,  ha;fing  dcforiTed  all  other  lawi^agaiBtt  Pjat^tssl 
:JWm#0qft»aaiit»Jof  Jbwo  aaH  eftct 


JMtut  the  proper  tifoe ;  ti^  allowed  meieHrtayvik 
wbiie  service  was  to  be  Aaae  against  hk  enemies,  and 
lioDOur  te  be  got ;  and  gave  me  a  bomitiful  -Aaum  nf 
ity  .aiul  of  profit  also.  And  I  oonld  nexer  borve 
asanaged  ^my  •demission  rigbt,  nor  got  the  diffienltiBS 
removed  that  are  frequently  in  fbe  Way  of  ^neh  %nr- 
gainS}  had  not  Proi^^ioe  made  'me  almost  passive  in 
it»  wand  sent  a  man  wbo  was  fond  of  my  post,  ^nd 
.acceptable  to  IJiose  oonceme^  which  made  .it  easy, 
and  let  me  -cS  with  honour  and  profk  in  abundance. 
May  Grod  give  me  grace  'to  devote  t^  vest  of  my  VSt 
tohimandbiswFvioe. 

November  Q.  This  day  heard  eenncm,  and  was 
made  a  member  of  tiie  Society  ^  P^<^Nigating  -Qiris^ 
lian  Sjiowledge. 

in  January  >17r4  the  Colonel  was  «iade  an  'Elder 
of  the  CoUege  Churchy 'Edinburgh.^  ^^  Lord,  give  me 
grace  to  do  llie  duties  of  tins-post  aright,  so  as  I  may 
ba^e  divine 'ap^obaldon,  ^and  &e  peace  and  -testimony 
of 'a  good  conscience."  In  4iis  (rificicd  viditalSmis  of 
Ibe  parish  he  was  very  assiduo^-S  ^and  4he  duties  of 
libis  arocation,  together  wi(h  "fbose  of  f he  fellowAip 
Sleeting  for  prayer,  and  ihe  Sodiety  for  Propi^tiiig 
Christianity,  kept  him  tolerably  ^well  erajdoyed*  Se 
was  onthe^Committee  of  this  Society,  which  consisted 
of  Meen  members,  chosen  annually.  '^eSr  office 
vsquived  both  labour  and  attention.  They  -transacted 
the  whole  business  of  the  modietyj  «nperintended4h4ii' 
liecoimts,  executed  &eir  orders,  and  managed  ^heir 

•  It  iv|M  .then  cvOleii  Hie''  Kortb^ast  i^Jrt:  ;**  lilB4H%irarvMBf 
biot|)€r  iifin.tlum  an  £ld»r  ui:tbe  **  New  MidLf'\w}nf)k  vmoMr,  S  t||B- 
lieT^  the.  High  Church.  Both  their  signaturet  are  ,8ub8cq|M«to  .^ 
^t^omulary  in  the.Seasion-derk^s  Office,  Edinburgli. 
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correspondence.  Tli^lr  meetings  were  held  weekly, 
sometimes  twice  a-day,  and  never  less  than  once 
a-montli.  To  these  various  duties  he  applied  himself 
with  diligence  and  cheerfuluess,  for  he  grudged  neither 
time  nor  pains  when  they  could  be  beneficial  to  the 
interests  of  religion  or  morality. 

As  a  member  of  the  Kirk-Session,  he  was  some- 
times brought  into  contact  with  the  Presbytery.  The 
ordinary  discussions  of  that  court,  he  thought,  were 
conducted  in  general  with  too  much  acrimony  and  ill. 
nature.  ^^  Attending  the  Presbytery,  and  seeing  there 
what  is  not  very  pleasant.  Churchmen  have  their 
pride,  their  passions,  and  stiffness,  like  others^  I  be- 
lieve there  is  much  humour  and  wild-fire  mixed  up  \nih 
the  zeal  of  many  good  people,  which  they  themselves 
mistake  for  true  zeal.  There  is  much  of  that  in  Scot-' 
land.  Our  national  temper,  the  prttferviduni  tngeni' 
urn  imposes  upon  us  for  zeal.  But  it  is  not  all  gold 
tliat  glitters.  The  tongue  is  an  unruly  evil.  Lord, 
rebuke  and  he&l  our  divisions.  Giv($  us  the  ornament 
of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit — ^the  wisdom  that  eomes 
from  above,  which  is  first  pure,  then  peaceable,  gende, 
&c.  I  do  not  like  pride  and  ill  humour  in  those  who 
should  have  least  of  it.^ 

His  conduct  upon  another  occasion,  shews  his  con* 
scientious  independence  in  deciding  according  to  the 
dictates  of  his  own  judgment,  unbiassed  by  the  in- 
fluence of  any  particular  party. 

February  10.  Waiting  upon  the  Presbytery  all 
day.  I  gave  my  ojnnion  and  vote  not  with  the  side 
that  I  gave  it  upon  the  other  two  days.  It  was  ftc- 
c6rding  to  my  conscience,  and  I  think  it  is  a  weak- 
nfefife  to  have  the  conscience  tied  to  any  party,  hut  free 
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And  disengaged  to.  receive  the  truth.  I  hope  I  was 
well  directed ;  at  least  I  was  disinterested,  and  with- 
out bias  in  the  matter ;  and  I  am  sorry  to  see  so  much 
of  it  in  those  wht>  should  be  the  m;ost  free.  I  am  al- 
ways uneasy  with  brisk,  forward,  hot  tetnpers.  I  like 
calmness,  sobriety,  and  solidity,  in  debate ;  but  mettle, 
resolution,  and  fire,'^hen  it  comes  to  action. 

,  Fdnniary  22,  Hearing  our  quarterly  sermon  against 
immorality.  In  the  foretaoon  diiung  with  a  large  com- 
)Kiny.  I  like  not  the  brisk  sparkling  conversation  of 
the  wits  so  well  aS  th^  wise  and  prudent,  whereby  we 
are  edified  and  made  bett^^.  At  night  had  a  meeting 
^\nth  our  correspondents.  Lord,  direct  and  bkss,  else 
all  our  endeavours  are  vain  and  fruitless.  Thi)s  towb 
is  full  of  stbries  and  rumours ;;  there  is  a  busy  lying 
-people  spreading  scandal  on  all  sides,  to  rankle  and 
irritate  men's  spirits.  I  know,  I  among  others  am  the 
butt  of  this  malice  and  rage, — ^but  who  shall  harm  us 
if  we  be  followers  of  that  which  iis  good  ?  Lord,  coun- 
sel atod  guid^  US'  to  just  and  proper  measures  for  th6 
security  of  our  holy  religion,  our  liberties,  and  pro- 
perties, all  of  which  seem  to  be  in  great  danger. 

March  1*7.  At  the  Presbytcty,  and  giving  my 
opinion  according  to  my  judgment.  I  am  chosen 
member  for  the  General  Assembly.  Locd,  give,  me 
grace  to  discharge  my  duty  faithfully.  I  either  mis- 
tske  religion  niyself,  br  I  think  many  in  this  country 
do.  I  think  the  best  evidence  of  our  sincerity,  and  of 
our  being  partakers  of  grace,  lies  in  subduing  our 
teib|)iiJNi,  and  those  sinis  which  most  easily  beset  us. 
iBut .](  1b^  many  place  their  religion  in  strict  opinions, 
in.;^  fiery  hot  temper,  and  a  forward  practice  con* 
form  thereto.     This  reallv  scandalizes  tr^  Xi^  ^^^  ^^ 
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much  profession  of  strict  religion,  and  other  thiup 
not  conformable* 

Jpril  27.  Attending  my  duty  in  the  Synod.  I 
sought  counsel  and  direction  of  God  how  to  c^arryi 
that  I  may  have  no  wrong  Inas  upon  my  mind,  no 
prejudices,  but  to  have  the  glory  of  God  and  the  good 
of  his  church  always  before  me-  I  wish  to  have  a 
just  mixture  of  zeal  and  prudence,  that  I  may  be  kept 
from  extremes  on  the  right  or  left  hand. 

May  6,  Heard  an  excellent  sermon  at  the  opening 
of  the  Assembly.  Lord,  direct  and  guide  this  As- 
sembly by  thy  Spirit  Give  them  a  spirit  of  unity  and 
love,  a  spirit  of  zeal  and  wisdom  to  manage  all  we  do 
for  thy  glory  and  the  advancement  of  Christ's  king- 
dom. Direct  me  in  my  affidr.  Put  words  into  my 
mouth ;  for  I  may  say,  I  am  but  of  slow  speech  anda 
stammering  tongue.  I  have  not  the  gift  of  ddiverii^ 
my  mind  with  doquence.* 

May  T.  Walked  with  the  Commissioner,  (the  Duke 
of  AthoL)  Upon  the  Committee  of  the  AfisemUji:* 
Obliged  to  go  out  and  sup,  where  we  were  kept  in» 
tolerably  late.    Vexed  at  it,  and  out  of  oid^r. 

May  10.  Still  on  Committee* :  in  tto  ^SI^HMmol 
diiied  with  the  Commissionet* 


*  His  «  affiMr"  was  th?  pivsenting  of  n  Cdl  {coroi  th«  6cQ^  Coogm- 
gation  at  Rotterdam,  to  Mr.  Robert  BailHe,  miiysCer  at  InTernevs,  to  bt 
their  pastor :  the  ease  was  ootuidered,  but  Mr.  BaiUie  waa  coAtiiiucd 
in  his  ministty  8$  InreiAMf.  A  letter  was  wiittsii  to  the  Magistalii 
of  Rotterdam!  and  aiiother  tp  the  Scots  i^mgr^gatioqy  contaiBing  wm^ 
sons  why  the  Assembly  could  pot  comply ;  and  they  empowered  tbfif 
Commission  to  cognosce  upoB  any  other  process  that  mfgfat  be  faioii^ 
before  them  for  pUmting  that  cong(fg«tioi|.*-»P^  AcU,  ^  Omm^ 
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J£ay  12.  Urn  cbjr  tiie  affiur  I  was  cckncerifted  in 
came  before  the  ABsemUy.  I  was  tBeosiMe  how  weakly 
it  was  managed  on  my  part.  I  was  unwilling  to  take 
tlie  oommisaon,  but  I  eould  not  get  by  it. 

Uaof  17.  This  forenoitti  the  Aeaemldy  fOi%  and  a 
pleasant  sight  it  was.  Siaeh  unity  and  faamiony  1  1 
hope  die  Lord's  presence  has  been  with  ns.  I  was 
much  affiBCted  while  singing  the  ISSd  Psalm. 

Mag  19.  Waiting  upon  the  Assembly's  C<»nniis* 
mon,  and  representing  the  case  of  our  old  regiment  as 
to  conformity  to  the  English  Sorvioe.*  I  am  apt 
to  get  too  hot  in  debate:  and  I  am  sorry  that  too 
many  in  Scotland  are  so.  I  liiinkr^^ionndM  greatly 
in  die  wrong  channel,  and  TBoxf  be  called  Pies* 
byterianism  rath^  than  Chr]stianityj«-Hitrict  ^nioos 
in  die  head  abont  public  things,  and  oftentimes  about 
doubtfiil  points,  where  good  men  aie  on  bodi  sides; 
while  the  influences  of  it  do  not  grf  durough  the  con- 
duct  of  dieir  lives,  in  univenal  ofaadiance  and  bharity^ 

On  the  2d  of  June  he  quitted  Edinbui^h  and  find 
his  residence  in  SdrliBg.  hX  this  time  the  wsaskr/ 
was  in  cottndoEable  fermentatioa,  from  the  intr^es 
of  the  Pretendei^s  ftiends  and  some  unpopular  acts  of 
the  administration.  Hie  death  of  die  Queen  seemed 
also  to  dinyw  an  -addidonal  f^oom  over  these  appro* 
liensions. 


-tVi 


*  Ihk  was  in  yefgmw  to  di»  gfi«w«ue  imposid  tyon  thgin  ly  ito 
T«il«idAeta]i««iyalliid«dto:  KotrtMolj  Was br obvious itMq[ttaU^ 
of  toUratiooa  that  those  of  the  Scots  conumuuon  employed  in,  hi^ 
H4<stj*s  senrice  in  England  or  Inlands  should  "be  obliged  to  COSftm 
te^  Bj^gJishChiaeh,' while  Oie  saint  coefttip^ 
iw  fliSJMiil 
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August  3.  This  day  we  got  the  surprising  news  of 
the  Queen's  being  extremely  ill,  which  put  a  damp 
upon  my  spirits  and  stunned  me  at  first.  Then  being 
alone,  and  committing  all  to  God  by  prayer,  my  heart 
was  somewhat  quieted  and  established.  Lord,  dis- 
app<nnt  the  designs  of  malignant  restleiss  enemies,  and 
get  glory  by  all  events.  Met  in  the  afternoon  with 
the  ma^trates  and  friends  here,  to  concert  measures 
for  our  security.  Let  our  eyes  be  towards  thee,  and 
give  us  help  from  trouble,  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man. 
We  heard  next  day  that  the  Queen  is  better.  I  re- 
joice in  it,  and  wish  her  recovery  if  it  be  Grod's  will« 
We  have  had  peace  and  truth  in  her  time,  and  also 
liberty  under  the  wings  of  her  government,  to  lead 
quiet  and  peaceable  lives  in  all  godliness  and  honestyi 
If  we  have  had  hardships  put  upon  us  of  late  years, 
they  must  be  attributed  to  the  violence  and  rage  <tf 
parties,  and  not  to  her  temper.  She  has  been  Vir- 
tuous, sober,  dement,  and  devout  in  ber  own  way. 
All  this  we  ought  to  acknowledge  with  thankfulnesg 
to  Grod,  and  also  to  her  as  the  means. 

August  5.  We  do  not  hear  yet  of  the  Queen's 
death,  although  her  life  be  despaired  of.  Lord,  pre- 
pare her  for,  and  receive  her  to,  an  immortal  crown 
of  glory.  I  am  glad  that  all  is  going  on  quietly  and 
peaceably,  all  seeming  to  go  in  heartily  with  the  Pro* 
testant  succession. 

August  6.  This  day  I  came  up  in  haste  from  Craig- 
forth  to  Stirling,  hearing  the  Queen  is  dead.  .  She 
died  the  first  of  this  month.  I  assisted  with  the  ma-. 
pirates  in  proclaiming  the  new  King  George.  Lord, 
«end  him  over  to  us  filled  with  the  graces  and  gifb 
that  may  make  li\m  a  gc«8A>  «xv&.  Xutini^-  bleMing'  to 


CHAP.  XVni.  DOMESTIC  SKETCHES.       :.:  449 

these  nations.  We  hear  oomfortalile  accounts  from 
all  places  of  peace  and  qnieitness ;.  and  that'  there  ap- 
pears not  a  dog  to  move  his  tongue  against  the  Pro- 
testant succession.  This  is  the  Lord's  doings,  and 
wonderful  in  oiir  eyes,  as  what  we  did  not  expect; 
Mky  the  goodness  of  God  lead  us  to  repentance^  eke 
he  can  soon  turn  our  hopeful  beginnings  inito  a  sad 
end.     He  has  many  arrows  in  his  quivctr.'  'i 

This  intestine  jealousies  and  divisions  to  which  the 
writer  of  the  Diaiy  slightly  alludes,  had  riisen  at  this 
tim^  to  an  almost  unprecediented  height.  A  very  ge- 
neral discontent  had  been  engendered  in  Scotland,  by 
some  late  unpopular  acts  of  the  l^islaturei ;  and  as 
both  parties  were  eiqually  ready  to  put  the  worst  con- 
struction on  tiie  sentiments  and  actions  of  eadi  other, 
every  measure  was  interpreted  and  regarded  as  bear- 
ing directly  upon  the  grand  subject  of  alarm,  the 
Presbyterian  rdigion,  and  the  succession  of  the  House 
<tf  Hanover.  The  minds  of  the  people  were  exaspe- 
rated at  the  toleration  granted  to  Episcopacy,  and  the 
permisision  to  use  the  English  Liturgy.  This,  with 
the  restoration  of  patronage,  against  which  the  coun- 
try liad  always  entertained  an  inveterate  prejudice, 
w^ere  looked  upon  as  a  pre*concerted  scheme  to  over- 
turn the  whole  establishment.  Patrons,  many  of 
whom  were  disaflPected,  were  invested  with  their  an- 
cient rights,  on  purpose,  as  was  supposed,  to  fill  up 
vacancies  in  the  church  with  sueh  presentees  as  were 
-fiivouraUe  to  the  interests  of  the  Pretender. 

Another,  and  a  more  sdlid  ground  of  discontent 

•  was,  the  act  obliging  the  Established  Clergy  to  take 

the  oath  of  Abjuration,  which,  in  some  parts  of  it, 

breathed  a  spirit  directly  at  variance  with  Presbyt^- 
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rimpiindplML  TbecluBrch  was  thus  divided  into  two 
hid&omMf  Jurors  and  NoM-jurors,  and  d»  natipft  kept  in 
a  state  of  tomnk  and  fluctoation.  Attempts  eertasnlj 
were  made  to  alter  the  sucoessbn  into  its  hereditary 
channel^  and  promotioa  ran  strougly  in  the  interest  of 
ihoexikdfamilj.  Thereweiepublk»iiaas  in  which. the 
rights  of  the  Pretender  were  assarted,  and  openly  de- 
fended :  but  the  danger  was  magnified,  and  the  alarm 
was  indastriously  propagated  ta  serve  pc^itieal  pur- 
poses.* These  projects  wecc  happfly  disooncssrted  hy 
the  wranglings  of  party  ut  the  cahniet^  and  Ao  vt- 
expected  death  of  the  Qiseen ;  and  the  aeceniBaa  of  tfat 
Houaa  of  Brunswick  met  with  no  fomud  oppositaon. 

Attffuat  13»  Went  to  Edinlmrgh  on  bnrniassj  and 
sat  in  the  Conmnssion.  When  wise  and  good  nm 
have  the  management,  things  go-  well*  litfclo  else 
was  done  than  drawing  up  an  addiesa  to  the  King; 
This  is  a  hot  place  on  one  side  aad  odier.  I  was  m 
a  company  where  there  were  sense  of  contonaty  prhfr- 
eiples,  high-ffiers  on  berth  sides,  and  fike  te  fine  At 
house.  I  like  not  this  high-flying  on  any  sido;  and 
I  dare  say  we  mistake  our  temper  often  §or  mtsaL  I 
Aoai^ht  myself  obliged  to  vindicate  trodn  and  matte 
of  &et,  and  to  own  my  own  prim^es*  it  wao  ffl 
taken ;  and  the  gentleman  in  whose  house  wo  weie^ 
tmned  peevish  with  what  I  and  a  minister  said^  nd 
ran  away  from  his  own  table..  I  took  no  notioo  of 
ttAh  However,  he  came  to  hunsel^  and  sent  for  msy 
and  we  parted  good  friendsir  Where  pesfde  differ 
frcmi  me,  I  would  gladly  carry  towards  them  with 


•  Vid.  Somerville's  Hist,  and  DifBertadon  on  tbe  dai|^  of  the 
AiMMiaot  nicoeiium* 
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thtt  good  nature^  ctmttetfi  fmd  civilhy,  d£»  to  engng^ 
tk#m.  I  would  eomply  in  things  indifferent ;  for  I  do 
liot  think  religion  obliges  to  a  morose,  captious  beha*> 
vionr,  an  o{q)osing  and  contradicting  every  thing  that 
those  €^  a  coiitrary  persuasion  say  or  do.  There  is 
great  prudence  to  know  the  proper  time  wheA  a  tes^ 
tiRHmy  ought  to  be  giveur  I  deske  at  all  times  boldly 
to  avow  my  own  prindpleift^  a^d  never  to  be  ashamed 
of  them ;  but  I  do  not  think  tins  obliges  me  to  be  al<*> 
wajrs  attacking  and  disputing  with  others.  It  doei 
nmch  hurt,  for  it  irritates  instead  of  edifying. 

Augusi  1&  I  heurd  sermon  at  Logie^  being  the 
preparation  before  the  sacrament.  I  find  on  these  oc^ 
enions^  too  many  follow  divisive  coursed  \  and  X  do 
not  like  such  separative  ways,  as  makes  this  holy  or»> 
dlaance  a  oommuniott  of  parties,  which  should  be  ^ 
eommunkm  of  saints.  My  affections  were  not  highly 
raised,  yet  I  hope  fiutii  was  in  lively  exercise*  Lord^  I 
ckeeire,  on  this  oceadkm  partieukriy^  to  be  thffikf^for 
file  great  things  tiiou  hast  done  for  ta^  in  disttppoiM* 
tag  the  Mg  hopes  of  eneiAie&^  and  th«  fears  dT  thy 
people;  surfttising  us  with  merey, breaking fhesnftretf 
that  were  laid  to  bring  us  into  i^very  and  ruin^  aiMl 
brii^hig  a  Protestant  Prince  to  the  peaceaMe  pO0wt^ 
akm  of  our  tbrane.  Iiond,  make  us  a  holy,  hmnUe^ 
Aankfol  people,  and  thk  will  complete  oui*  delit^ 
mnee. 

September^.  This  afternoon  we  got  the  gtod  tfew« 
ef  the  King^s  safe  arrival.  O  Lord  make  us  thanks 
M;  thou  dealest  merc^Uy  wi1&  us.  Lord,  make hkis 
a  lasting  and  great  blessing  to  these  natienSy  tst^  to 
Ay  church,  to  bresdc  the  bafance  of  Antiebristian  power 
in  Evffope.    Assisting  at  night  at  the  «teiiaA!Q^|  MMtsi. 

1  ^ 
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the  magistrates  and  officers  of  the  regiment  here.  We 
were  very  cheerful,  and  good  reason  have  we.  We 
may  see  the  moderation  and  lenity  of  a  just  and  good 
government.  Those  who  have  beeii  the  greatest  ene- 
mies to  it  are  protected,  and  may  appear  iu  as  great 
security  as  its  best  friends.  But  if  a  Pretender  had 
come  in,  I  doubt  not  but  the  countiy  had  become  a 
field  of  blood ;  persecutors  agaiii  triumphing,  and  glut- 
ting themselves  with  the  blood  of  their  countrymen ; 
malice  and  vice  again  high  in  place,  and  good  men 
hiding  themselves.  But  the  Lord  be  praised  the  snare 
is  broken,  and  our  soul  has  escaped  as  a  bird  out  of 
the  snare. 

SeptenAer  27.  The  gentlemen  here  met  to  address 
the  Eang ;  disputes  among  them.  Lord,  direct  me  and 
my  friends  here,  to  carry  and  countenance  the  right 
side,  who  stand  for  liberty  and  religiou  ag^uH^t  thosQ 
who  value  neither* 

October  20.  Hearing  a  good  sermon  oii  this  ocofi>« 
sion  (the  coronation.)  Thankful  frame  for  the  great 
things  God  has  done  for  us :  That  he  has  broken  the 
yoke  of  tyranny,  popery,  and  slavery  that  wbb  pre- 
paring for  us  by  wretched  men  that  have  no  regard 
to  the  security  of  our  religion  or  liberty.  Blessed  be 
Qod  who  has  turned  their  counsels  into  foolishness, 
and  made  their  designs  of  no  effect.  Going  iu  the 
afternoon  to  assist  at  the  solemnity.  This  is  a  day  of 
much  joy  and  mirth  through  Britain,  and  it  is  to  be 
feared  of  much  sin  also.  Drunkenness  is  an  ordinary 
sin  on  such  occasions.  I  bless  God  who  keeps  me 
free  from  these  temptations. 

December  25*     Christmas-day.    I  see  much  of  a 
jmrty  spirit  here  iu  SooUand  \  a  ^eat  heat  19  the  bead 
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about  strictness  of  principles,  wherein  the  practice  of 
true  godliness  is  not  much  concerned.  I  do  not  see 
that  strictness  in  the  practice  of  those  who  are  hottest 
in  their  heads  about  circumstantials.  I  would  desire 
to  be  strict  to  myself  in  my  own  walk,  but  easy  and 
charitable  to  others  that  differ  in  opinions  from  me. 
All  the  Protestant  churches  preach  on  Christmas-day, 
on  the  birth  of  Christ.  We  differ  from  them,  but  we 
should  be  moderate,  and  not  run  them  down,  as  it 
were  a  sinful  wicked  custom.  I  wish  professors  in 
Scotland  were  warmer  hearted  and  cooler  headed  in 
religion ;  but  this  is  another  instance  of  the  prtefervidum 
Scotarum  ingenium.  We  often  take  that  for  zeal,  which 
is  nothing  but  natural  temper. 

December  29.  Groing  this  day  to  a  country  wedding. 
Every  public  meeting  now  becomes  an  occasion  of 
snares  and  temptations,  people  are  sq  divided  in  their 
opinions.  I  was  cheerful,  and  perhaps  gave  too  great 
a  swing  to  raillery,  but  I  hope  not  light  or  vain  in 
conversation.  I  desire  always  to  liave  my  speech  sea- 
soned with  salt,  and  ministering  profit  to  the  hearers. 
Sitting  up  late,  and  merry  enough,  though  I  hppe  in- 
nocent; but  I  will  not  justify  myself. 

December  31.  I  bless  the  Lord  who  adds  to  my 
days  and  years,  and  that  I  enjoy  them  in  peace,  con- 
trary to  my  expectations.  Lord,  give  me  grace,  so  to 
number  my  days,  as  to  apply  my  heart  to  heavenly 
wisdom, 


t  b 
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CHAPTER  XDL 


REBELLION  IN  SCOTLAND,  1715—1716- 


Preliminary  Remarks— Extracts— General  As8eiiil^ly<— Rimumr  «f  In- 
TMBOii— Dcith  of  Louk  XI V.— ^rep«nitioB8  to  n^ptL  tbe  Invasion 
—Colonel  Blackader  commands  the  Glasgow  RegimenU— Bebtb 
seize  Leith^Fort— Battle  of  Sheriff-nrair— Flight  of  the  Pretender, 
and  suppression  of  iStie  Rebellion. 

This  year  hsm  been  rendered  meiiKmble  in  Brhifili 
hntorj,  by  the  nnsuccessfiil  attempt  of  the  Jacobites 
tO'  Te^suce  the  yoimg  Preten^r  on  the  throne  of 
father,  Negotiadons  for  his  restoration  had  been 
cretly  carried  on  between  the  Courts  of  England  and 
St.  Germains,  for  some  time  prior  to  the  Rebdlion. 
During  the  Tory  administration,  in  the  kst  years  of 
Queen  Ann^  his  interest  wa9  warmly  esponsed  by  ibs 
Tilling  fection,  and  eren  the  Queen  hersdf  pmately 
declared  her  inclination  to  take  measures  in  his  fitimir, 
on  condition  of  his  abjuring  the  Catholic  religion^ 
which  was  now  become  an  insuperable  barrier  to  the 
British  throne.  Could  he  have  been  induced  to  make 
this  sacrifice,  which  every  maxim  of  policy  and  pnt* 
dence  urged  him  to  msk^  Ua  M^^nds  profeaeed  their 
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Teadinefls  to  attempt  tlie  repesi  of  tbe  A^  of  SeHle- 
ment,  and  to  reeorer  by  hw,  tfaode  rifhts  whieh  they 
subsequently  s^;tempteA  in  vain  by  mrrns.  But  suck 
was  Ids  mfatuated  Mgotry,  or  wetness,  that  he  was 
iMFiUnig  to  renounce  tbe  hopes  of  an  empire  fer  a  i^pe>» 
enlathre  pomt  oi  faith. 

Notwithstanding  these,  and  other  diseoui^Ageitteilts^ 
his  aAerents  prosecuted  their  schemes  and  ifrtrigoes 
with  ardour ;  entert^bung  the  most  sangtiine  e^epet^'^^ 
tions  of  seeing  the  Hanoverian  succession  sulrterted^ 
and  the  crown  (^'^[isferred  to  the  hereditary  line;  The 
dudden  death  of  the  Queen,  as  was  nodced,  rather 
diseoocerted  their  plamr  which  were  then  not  ripe  for 
exectflion;  «ad  the  peaceable  accessiott  of  the  new 
Kin^,  tended  fiir  a  while  to  mcrease  their  coi^sion^ 
Md  ^Bsmay.  Their  enmity  agamirt;  the  eodsting  gt^ 
t«m»ieift  was  doubly  exasperated^  when  they  saw 
themselves  immediately  cast  out  of  favour  and  trust, 
and  thek  political  adv^isaiies  again  become  t^  as^ 
oendiant  faction.  This  exsilation  of  their  opponents. 
to-  peww  and  fdkce,  contributed  to  swell  the  number 
0t  the  disaflbeted.  The  usual  artifices  of  ^sappointed^ 
ambition  were^  resented  to,  for  exciting  clamour  and 
discontent  in  the  country.  They  seized  every  inci^ 
dent  that  could  inflame  the  populace,  or  flattex  their 
prejudices.  To  the  nmlecontents  ft  Scotland  they  hdd. 
out  the  hope  of  procuring  a  dissolution  of  the  Unions 
which  had  been  always  regarded  as  a  national  griev«- 
ance.  In  England^  disaffection  was  fomented  by  va- 
rious machinations..  Riot  and  tumult,  always  ftvour-^ 
aide  to  revolutions,  were  encouraged  with  Ihe  design 
of  making  these  unhappy  divisions  subservient  to  their 

SMin  pUf|NJMk« 
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But  all  these  arts  and  intrigues  were  baffled  by  tlie 
vigilance  and  activity  of  the  government.  IVIeasureH 
were  adopted  for  the  public  safety,  and  the  nation  put 
in  a  posture  of  defence.  New  regiments  were  levied, 
and  several  disaffected  officers  were  dismissed  from 
the  army.  The  Dukes  of  Marlborough  and  Argyle, 
the  Earl  of  Stair,  and  others  who  had  been  disbanded 
under  the  late  administration,  were  restored.  Of  the 
chief  abettors  of  those  intrigues,  some  were  conmiitted 
to  custody,  and  others  retired  into  banishment  to  es- 
cape the  penalties  of  the  law.  The  death  of  Louis,- 
the  great  supporter  of  the  Stuart  dynasty,  was  a  final 
blow  to  the  interests  of  the  Pretender  in  Franca,  and 
should  have  taught  his  friends  to  moderate  that  en- 
thusiasm which  was  ultimately  to  bring  ruin  on  their 
cause.  But  they  had  gone  too  far  to  recede ;  and  with 
a  fatal  temerity,  they  resolved  to  erect  the  standard 
of  rebellion,  and  try  the  fortune  of  war.  The  unsuc- 
cessful result  of  this  experiment  is  well  known,  and 
cannot  here  be  enlarged  upon ;  we  shall,  however,  ad- 
vert agaiii  to  the  subject,  when  we  have  brought -up 
our  extracts  from  the  Diary,  to  the  date  when  tlra 
Highlanders  took  arms  under  their  Commander*in- 
cliief  at  the  Castleton  of  Braemar. 

In  quelling  this  rebellion,  Colonel  Blackader,  though 
not  called  to  action,  •  rendered  his  country  some  ser- 
vice ;  and  his  exertions  were  not  overlooked  by  the 
government.  He  was  still  residing  as  a  private 
gentleman  in  Stirling,  but  ready  to  obey  the  call  of 
Jionour,  when  the  religion  and  liberties  of  the  king- 
dom were  threatened  with  extinction.  He  volun- 
teered to  take  the  command,  and  submitted  to  the 
drudgery  of  training  a  tegbxient  that  was  raised  in  the 


CHAP.  XIX.         R£B£LLION  IN  SCOTLAND.  .45'7 

west,  aad  posted  at  Stirling  to  guard  the  bridge  of 
tliat  town^  one  of  the  most  important  passes  of  the 
Forth.     Of  this,  however,  more  hereafter. 

March  9.  Came  to  Edinburgh.  Sat  with  the  As- 
sembly's Commission.  Lord  direct  and  guide  men  of 
all  spirits.  Warm  the  cold,  and  make  men  of  hot  and 
zealous  tempers  as  much  concerned  and  zealous  for 
the  peace  of  the  church,  for  unity  and  charity,  as  they 
are  for  redressing  grievances  and  reforming  abuses.  , 

March  14.  In  the  morning  I  was  with  our  Society, 
and  afterwards  about  business,  recommending  a  young 
friend  to  one  of  the  Boards.  When  I  see  people  hang- 
ing on  and  depending,  I  cannot  be  thankful  enough, 
and  admire  the  goodness  of  Grod  who  has  provided  for 
me  without  a  life  of  dependence  upon  any  but  himself. 
I  see  plainly  that  bread  is  not  to  the  wise,  nor  favour 
to  men  of  skill.  Others  may  fawn  upon  the  great ;  I 
have  nothing  to  a^k  of  them  but  civility. 

March  26.  Returned  home  to  Stirling ;  all  going 
weU. 

April  7,  Dined  at  home  with  much  young  com- 
pany, and  very  merry.  In  the  evening  went  to  a 
concert,  and  was  innocently  diverted  for  two  or  three 
hours ;  but  when  they  were  going  to  turn  it  into  a 
frolic  by  dancing,  I  shewed  my  dislike,  and  stopped 
iL  I  think  music,  right  timed,  an  innocent  amuse- 
ment. It  lays  our  humours  and  turbulent  passions ; 
makes  the  mind  serene,  and  the  temper  sweet;  at 
least  I  find  these  efiects.  But  I  prescribe  not  to 
others. 

May  3.  Went  to  Edinbui^h,  the  Assembly  being 
to  sit  this  day.  Was  pleased,  and  I  hope  edified  by 
the  Moderator's  (Mr.  Carstairs)  speech  to  the  Gq\2c^- 
missioner^  Earl  of  Rothes. 
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Mof  6.  The  Aaaerably  taken  up  in  answ«rinf^  the 
King's  letter.  I  see  two  parties,  the  hot  and  the  ukh 
derate,  and  theee  side  themselves  aeoording  to  their 
light  and  temper.  Lord,  guide  both  to  the  same  end, 
thy  glory  and  the  cfanreh's  good.  I  hope  it  is  the  end 
of  both,  though  they  take  different  means.  Let  there 
be  a  right  temperament  made  out  of  both ;  the  bbbI 
and  heat  of  the  one,  to  spur  and  stir  up  the  cold  and 
baekward;  and  the  prudenee  and  moderation  of  the 
other,  to  cheek  the  rash  and  forward. 

Mag  9.  The  Assembly  deposed  two  mimsters  finr 
not  praying  for  the  ELing.  They  gave  great  reason  to 
suspect  their  disaflection  to  the  government.  *  IKned 
with  the  Commissioner. 

May  11.  This  day  they  transp(»led  a  ministor, 
Mr.  Black  from  Lesmahego,  to  go  for  Rotterdaob 
There  was  much  heat  and  debate,  and  the  evil  of  £- 
vision  and  unwarrantable  separation  much  exposed. 
1  did  all  I  was  able  in  this  afikir.. 

May  12.  An  act  was  voted  recommen^g  unity, 
love,  and  charity,  and  against  separation.  I  was  sorry, 
and  told  publicly  that  I  thought  it  a  shame  tiiat  in 
this  venerable  house  there- should  be  so  much  spoken 
against  an  act  for  unity,  &c«  I  see  too  miicfa  of 
party-spirit  and  humour  on  aU  sides.  There  are  some 
hot  peojde  that,  in  my  opinion,  would  put  us  all  in 
confusion.  I  bless  God  there  are  dso  wise  and  sobsc 
men  who,  I  hope,  have  the  wisdom  that  cometh  from 
above. 

May  20.  This  day  I  came  home  to  Stirling^  and: 
dined  with  the  Lords  o£  the  Circtdt. 


*  These  were  Mr«.  James  and  John  Mflitlmde  fi^na  AbtfdeSff^hiiSk 
they  refused  also  to  observe  thft  \!hankA^^<Aai(«|(^v«s^      die  Kiag't 
Bceeuoion*     Vid.  AcU  tf  Gm.  iUseSOiU^. 


dfa^24»  Alannsd  iriA  aecooilv  cf  aa  intended 
mvanoii.  Soipirued  nd  dompecl  wil&  it  vt  first* 
Bat  lite  name  ^  tke  LoiA  s» &8l9R»?  towier.  I  ieuem 
tn  flee  ta  it  in  IB}.  eTft  day.  Whai  tuiu^  I  am  i^imd 
PUtfust  «»  Ihee^  O  that  s^  hflart  wcive  fcied)  and 
dwn  I  shall  not  be  afraid  of  eiil  tidings^  Lord,  tarn 
the  couBsek  of  omr  enenues  to  foolishiiess.  Qire  a 
qarit  of  judgment  ta  them  that  sit  in  judgment,  mmdt 
strength  to  theaawho^  turn  the.  battle  fipom  ous  gates. 
Our  nns  indeedi^  make  na  obnosjooB  to  thy  viaethf 
hit,  Lordly  pardon,  and  pour  ool^asgiiriit  of  repentance 
and  humiliation  upon  all  rankft.  I  we^t  oat  tesaars 
rendleKveuaof  some  honest  countjmen  who  are  heart^r^ 
for  the  cause;  but  oor  help  musi  come  from,  tiiee^ 
for  Tun  \»  the  he^  of  mm.  Some  truG^  in.  henesyv. 
and  some  in  cinriote,  bn^  omr  smretjr  and  suffieiene^ 
is  in  Jehovah.     Im  him  will  ?ro  beast  all  the  dajr. 

Augnst  3.  ¥kst-day  before  the  sacx^ament,  and 
hearing  very  suitable  somona  to  the  occasion*  We 
get  fiiir  warning  of  our  dai^r.  O  that  we  might 
take  it.  I  desire^  for  my  part,  to  take  it^  to  flee  from 
the  wrath  to  eom^  to  flee  to  the  covert  of  blood^^  into 
llie  dtttmbers  of  his  attributes  provided  for  his  own. 
to  hide  them  in  till  these  calamities  pass  over*  Thia 
ia  a  time  I  shouM  be  searching  and  trying  my  WEys ; 
and  I  find  many  things  wrong.  A  fatting  from  my 
first  love^  and  first  works:  a  deeay  of  giBce;  in* 
do(<mce,  and  security;  unprofilab)e«  mvspending  of 
iSme ;  vain  lightness  of  heart,  &e.  I  dssii^  to  haree  a 
bumble  framoy  confessnig  say  sins^  imd  resolving 
through  grace  to  be  mmte  watehfrd,  and  impvavo  tinMS^ 
better^  to  have  aaere  zeal  fur  the  glorjr  of  GM  and  Ae^ 

iutstest  of  Ma  ge^L  Laid,  gi^QM«tMat^V)^Y^ 
tana,  else  my  resolutions  sogmfy  TMA!iDm%. 
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Auffust  7.  Sabbath.  A  sweet  communion.  Earnest 
in  prayer  in  behalf  of  myself  and  the  pablic.  I  wish 
a  company  of  the  righteous  were  raised  up  to  wrestle' 
against  the  designs  of  an  Antichristian  party,  to  stand 
in  the  gap  and  turn  away  thy  wrath,  which  is  the. 
thing  we  have  most  to  fear.  They  are  busy  raising 
troops  for  our  defence ;  but  a  troop  of  wrestlers  with 
Grod  would  do  us  more  service  than  ten  thousand* 
armed  men.  And  I  trust,  on  this  occasion  there  have 
been  strong  batteries  of  prayer  raised  against  the  Pre- 
tender and  his  Antichristian  host,  by  which  heaven, 
may  be  prevailed  with  to  defeat  their  projects.  I 
bless  Grod  that  we  can  still  go  about  this  work  in 
peace.  We  were  kept  very  late,  till  my  spirits  were- 
&tigued.  I  cannot  approve  of  this  way  of  managing 
the  aflhir,  and  lengthening  out  the  public  exercises,. 
till  we  are  made  unfit  for  private  duty.  It  is  too  like 
the  opus  operaium.    But  custom  bears  down  all. 

August  24.  The  alarms  are  renewed  again  of  the 
invasion.  I  cannot  say  but  it  easts  a  damp  upon  my 
spirits  always  when  I  hear  of  it ;  though  it  need  be 
no  surprise,  considering  the  mad  schemes  of  confusion,' 
blood,  and  all  the  calamities  of  a  barbarous  intestine 
war.  God  can  in  mercy  disappoint  our  fears,  as  he 
has  many  times  done;  but  we  are  a  sinAil  people, 
and  have  reason  to  think  God  is  angry  with  us.  The 
staff  in  their  hand  is  the  rod  of  God's  indignation ; 
but  do  thou  say  to  us.  Yet  a  very  littk  whUe  and  mi$ie 
ittdigwiJtUm  ahaU  cease.  We  have  got  account  of  the 
death  of  the  King  of  France.  We  have  been  long 
looking  for  it,  but  God's  time  is  the  best  time;  and  it 
has  happened  favourable  at  this  crisis,  when  he  had 
b^en  laying  drngm^  and  was  u^n  the  point  of  sendr^. 


'l-    .  ■■  .  ■    ■    .  ^- 
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ing  a  Pretender  to  iiiya,4e  us.  Perhapa  tltis  interven- 
tion of  Providence  may  defeat  their  designs ;  it  cer- 
tainly casts  a  great  damp  upon  the  spirits  of  the 
Jacobites,  whose  plight-anchor  he  was.  And  we  bless 
God  for  it,  follow  what  will ;  he  was  the  maia  pillar 
and  support  of  Antichrist's  kingdom.  We  hope  it  is 
a  good  omen.  Antichrist  will  get  a  blow,  and  is  nea,r 
his  end.  But  this  should  learn  us  to  be  humble  and 
modest  in  judging.  We  mak&  too  homely  in  applying 
God's  providences  and  judgments  according  to  our 
own  humours  and  passions.  People  thought,  and  I 
thought  myself,  that  he  would  not  go  off  the  world 
without  some  remarkable  judgment ;  and  yet  he  died 
in  peace,  and  without  any  horror,  as  we  hear,  but 
witli  composure  and  great  presence  Qf  mind.  God's 
ways  are  not  as  ours.  We  measure  infinite  wifidom 
by  our  own  foolish  and  limited  understanding. 

September  3.  Hearing  gcfod  news  from  France* 
We  hope  the  Pretender's  measures  will  be  broken^ 
and  that  he.  wiU  not  get  assistance  there,  now  that 
the  old  oppressor  hath  ceased  to  deal  treacherously. 
Jffe  is  now  no  more  a  terror  to  the  land  of  the  limng,  but 
gone  down  to  the  sides  of  the  pit ;  lying  among  tiie  tmcir' 
cumcised,  his  sword  under  his  head.  Where  is  now  the 
fury  of  the  oppressor^  and  uiho  arjL  tium  that  shotddest 
be  afraid  qftnan  that  shall  cUe,  and  the  son  qfman  that 
shcUl  be  made  as  grass  ?  I  bless  God  that  I*  have  lived 
to  see  this  great  event  which  I  wished  so  much,  :and 
was  afraid  never  to  see.  There  is  also  some  glimpse 
q{  a  peforinatioDL  in  France  by  the  eneom*ageinent  of 
Jansenism,  Thou  canst  carry  on  these  .weak  be- 
g^nningis  to  a  perfect  refor^latiQp,  and  make  a  con- 
^^est  of  Antichrist  within  his  own  kingdoms. 
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Skpiember  17.  There  ia  now  a  gretd  deal  of  ecMli* 
pany  and  military  in  this  town,  which  obl^^ea  me  to 
live  more  puhlicly  than  I  incline.  I  Tiait  the  camp  in 
the  park  here  ahnoet  every  day,  and  dine  with  ibt 
General  (Wightman*)  In  the  afternoon  went  out  to 
meet  the  Duke  of  Argyle.  I  was  with  him  next  day 
at  the  review,  and  dined  with  him.  SensiMe  of  the 
too  great  freedom  I  took  in  conformity  to  the  world, 
but  I  bleas  God  I  am  now  more  seldom  expoaed  to 
these  temptations.  When  I  see  the  army  again,  I  att 
timnkful  that  he  has  brought  me  out  of  that  way  ol 
livii^,  and  given  me  a  quiet  haUtation. 

SepUniber  20.  This  day  spent  with  the  great  felk^ 
in  the  evening  went  out  to  see  some  honest  peo^jpie 
come  from  the  west. 

These  '^  honest  peojde''  were  a  body  of  the  citS^ns 
of  Glai^;ow  which  was  zealously  attached  to  tho  Ha^ 
noverian  successioo.  This  <»ty,  as  we  noticed  above^ 
made  an  eariy  stand  for  the  preservation  ef  th«Ir 
r^hts  both  sacred  and  civil :  and  on  the  present  oe^ 
casicm  they  were  equally  ineady  to  maoihtt  a  similar 
attachment  to  their  King  and  country.  l%ey  had 
watdhed  narrowty  the  progress  of  the  insmrrection-,-^ 
provided  the  town  with  guards  and  aramunitionj^-^ 
trained  themsdves  regularly  to  the  use  of  arms,  and 
established  a  correspondence  with  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  by  uMans  of  which  they  had  timely  advice 
ef  the  Pretei^der's  motions  and  designed  invasion. 
Upon  the  first  news  of  the  rising  in  the  Nordi  on  the 
1^  of 'September,  they  ofleved  to  raise  a  body  of  800 
men,  and  to  maintain  them  fimr  sixty  days  at  tiieir 
own  expense  \  and  on  the  17th,  when  the  Dnke  of 
ilijgylo  anired  isl  EcB&ba]*gh  to  take  the  oomnwnd  of 
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bift  Majesty^B  forees,  which  be  found  much  inferior 
in  namber  io  the  Rebel%  he  nrrote  instantly  to  the 
city  of  Glai^ow  to  afisemble  and  march  the  above 
eorpe  of  volunteera  towards  Stirling^  for  the  d^nee 
of  that  places  aa  the  Highlanders  were  on  thdr  way 
thither,  having  abready  sdzed  imd  fortified  the  town 
of  Perth.  In  complkoiee  with  thia  request^  the  Lord 
Provost  put  himself  at  the  head  of  three  hattali^ms  of 
well-armed  citiaens,  making  in  aU  tea  eompanies.  It 
18  mentioned  in  their  address  timt  they  prevail^  with 
Mr.  Braee,  younger  of  Kenned,  to  be  their  Major, 
and  the  Honourable  Colonel  Bla^ader  to  accept  of 
the  office  of  Cokmel,  for  the  better  ordering  their 
discipline;  a  task  which)  a^  we  shall  find^  he  cheer-> 
fidly  performed** 

Sqdmiber  2L  Providence  has  brought  a  business 
to  my  hmid  that  I  was  not  expecting.  I  was  desired 
to  take  dbarge  of  these  honest  men  oome  from  the 
West^  I  did  it  cheerfaBy;  Lordr  I  devote  both  my* 
aslf  and  them  to  thy  care ;  let  Hkj  presmce  be  with 
Next  day  I  had  anc^iier  prepceal  oS  the  same 
hut  was  abready  engaged. 
.  S^fiemiber  23.  EaierciBing  my  new  battali(m%  mA 
•very  well  pleased  widi  them.  I  b^  God  wiU  Meiss 
and  reward  their  zeal  and  fiirwardaesiS  '^^  ha^^  so 
williBgly  offeced  themselveSit  Let  it  not  be  the  ww:Be 
lor  them  that  I  am  put  at  tfien:  headr  Let  God  be 
our  Captain,  and  through  him  we  shaO  de  vaMantly. 
Without  Un  e<MnmissioQ9  the  best  and  strongest  troops 
are  but  broken  reeds.  He  can  save  by  many  or  by 
fewy  and  often  works  his  purposes  by  feddess  and 
mfikely  instruments«. 


lafm^immiam^mammmmma^mm^^^mmma^ 
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October  11.  Exercising  every  day.  The  evening 
Hpent  with  my  Glasgow  friends ;  it  was  out  of  kind- 
ness to  me.  I  bless  God  who  gives  me  gifts  and 
talents  to  make  me  any  way  useful  and  acceptable. 

October  14.  Rode  out  with  the  Duke  the  length  of 
Doup  ;  all  things  going  well.  I  was  afterwards  with 
the  Duke  of  Roxburgh.  Many  of  them  are  now 
leaving  this  town.  I  have  been  much  delighted  with 
the  fine  qualities  and  charming  sweet  disposition  of 
my  guest  the  Duke,  and  the  other  gentlemen  I  have 
had  the  honour  to  have  with  me  this  month.  It 
made  me  sad  at  parting  with  them ;  but  this  is  a  time 
to  possess  and  enjoy  as  if  we  possessed  not. 

The  occaidon  of  thci  Duke's  departure  was  ain  ex« 
press  from  ProA^ost  Campbell  of  Edinburgh^  request* 
ing  his  immediate  assistance  with  a  detachment  of  the 
regular  troops ;  as  a  party  of  the  Highlanders  had 
made  adeseenton  the  coast  of  Lothian,  and  were  march- 
ing towards  Edinburgh,  hoping  to  make  themselves 
masters  of  the  metropolis  before  the  army  at  Stirling 
could  prevent  or  be  apprised  of  their  design.  This 
was  a  body  of  above  1600  men,  under  Brigadier  Mao* 
intosh,  detached  by  the  Barl  of  Mar  to  join  the  Rebels 
in  ]^[orthumberland  who  were  in  danger  of  being  at- 
tacked by  Greneral  Carpenter.  They  coasted  along  the 
south  shore  of  Fife,  and  crossing  the  Frith  under  cover 
of  night  about  Crail  and  Ely,  they  landed  before  day- 
break at  North  Berwick,  Gulan,  and  Aberlady. 

Having  stayed  at  Haddington  next  night,  (I4th) 
instead  of  directing  their  course  to  the  Borders,  they 
ip^ched  suddenly  towards  Edinburgh,  and  were 
advanced  to  Piershill,  within  a  mile  of  the  town, 
when  the  approach  of  the  Duke  compelled  them 
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to  alter  their  rout      They  turned  to   Leith,   and 
geiised  the  mtadel,  an  old  dismantled  fort  without 
gates;  but  the  ramparts  were  entire.     In  this  post 
they  fortified  themselves  with  beams  of  wood,  carts, 
and  other  materials;    having   plondered  the   ships 
•in  the  harbour  of  their  provisions,  ammunition,  and 
cannon.     They  kept  possession  of  the  fortress  for  one 
'day ;  and  while  the  Duke  was  in  Editabui^h  making 
•the  necessary  preparations  to  disl(>dge  them,  they  took 
the  opportunity  to  decamp  at  night.     Favoured  by 
thd  ebb  of  the  tide,  they  marched  off  in  silence  round 
the  Pier-head,  along  the  sands,  and  established  their 
next  quarters  at  Seaton  Castle,  belonging  to  the  Earl 
of  Wintoun.     Thence  they  took  theifr  rout  toward  the 
Borders,  by  Dunse  and  Coldstream^  and  joined  the 
English  Rebels  at  Kelso.     Meantime  the  jthike  got 
:notice,  that  the  E^rl  of  Mar,  then  at  Perthj  had  ^ven 
out  that  he  intended  to  pass  the  Frith  With  his  whole 
army,  either  at  the  bridge  of  Stirling  or  Doun,  and 
that  the  van-guard  was  already  adv^ailced  to  Dun- 
blane.     This  intelligence  occasi<med  his  immediate 
return,  and  he  found  the  report  confirmed  by  several 
■countrymen  whom  the  approach  of  the  enemy  had 
frightened  from  their  homes.      The  arrival  of  the 
Duke  stoptthe  career  of  the  Rebek,  and  obliged  them 
to  retreat  back  to  Perth. 

Octcber  18.  Got  accounts  that  the  Reb^k  have 
quitted  Leith.  Hearing  also  that  the  enemy  are  now 
-coming  nearer  us :  but  the  Duke  is  returned.  I  keep 
exercising  my  battalions.  Help  us,  O  Lord,  to  look  to 
thee  in  troublous  times,  for  vain  is  the  help  of  man. 
We  are  using  the  means,  but  safety  and  victory  9m 
tvhm  the  Lord. 
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Novmber  11.  Thk  day  we  got  aceontiC  that  the 
enemy  are  adTanoiiig.  I  went  out  in  the  aftermMm 
with  the  battalione,  and  was  tnaldng  reedy  f<Hr  the 
battle;  for  I  am  willing  to  voitmre  my  life  with  ib«n* 
But  at  night  I  was  told  we  were  to  etay,  and  defiwd 
the  town  and  thie  Inridge.  I  was  composed  and  eob* 
missive,  though  I  would  ratiber  have  gone ;  but  I  do 
not  wish  to  be  positive  against  Plrovidenoe,  for  he 
knows  infinitely  better  what  is  good  ibr  me  than  I  do 
myself. 

November  IS.  This  morning  oulr  army  marched 
out  I  got  my  orders  firom  the  Duke,  and  was  mneh 
complimented ;  but  if  I  know  myedf  right  I  have  no 
reason  to  be  vain.  I  went  out  with  the  army  a  shot 
way,  and  sent  my  best  wishes  and  prayers  ahmg  with 
them.  O  thou,  Lord  of  Hosti,  go  fbrdi  with  oar 
armies;  and  thou  great  Judge  of  right,  judge  between 
tiiem  and  us.  Plead  the  cause  that  is  thine  own.  I 
have  more  fatigue  with  business  Ihsn  if  I  bad  been 
out  vdth  the  army;  but  the  post  that  Providenfle 
allots  me  is  always  die  beet.  Alarmed  at  night  by 
the  enemy,  and  putting  all  the  town  in  arms.  I  want 
down  to  the  bridge  with  the  Glasgow  battalion,  aai 
continued  th^e  all  night.  It  was  a  peaeeable  mfjt^ 
and  I  bless  God  for  it.* 

This  was  the  day  before  the  battle  of  DonUaae  er 
Sheriff-mutf  took  place,  ndiich,  although  a  vietosry,  did 
not  prove  decisive^  part  of  the  King's  troofie  bsn^ 
put  to  flight.    Matters  had  been  ibr  some  tiBoe  rj^pen* 


i«b> 


*  ''  Hie  bridge  at  Sdrling  was  closed  up  wkh  stabt  and  fislU  ssd 
Asteidge  at  Doon  cut  down.**— CMT.  tfJuihetUk  Pagim  rehtkig  t» 
HkMdMnu 
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ing  £qx  action*    The  Earl  of  Mar  being  joined  by  moei 
of  die  Chiefs  (^  Ihe  Northern  Oanfl,  had  seen  his  armjr 
WgOJusated  to  above  10,000  effective  man*    Leaving 
a  fs/Ktmon.  in  Perth,  he  set  out  on  the  lOtfi,  in  carder 
to  give  battle.    The  two  armiea  drew  out  upcm  «a 
irregular  piece  of  ground  near  Dunblaney  and  had 
scarcely  time  to  form,  whrai  the  action  comm^iced« 
On  the  right  wing,  where  the  Duke  was  in  person^ 
the  Kiog's  troops  oompletely  defeated  the  Rebels.   But 
the  lefty  commanded  by  General  Whetham,  was  thrown 
into  confusion ;  many  of  them  were  cut  to  pieces,  and 
the  rest  with  their  General,  ignorant  of  their  success 
on  tiae  right,  and  apprehensive  of  being  surrounded$ 
fled  towards  Stirling,  whore  they  arrived  about  three 
in  the  afternoon,  to  the  great  dismay  of  the  inhaH« 
tants.    The  Duke  and  General  Wightman  havingput 
the  left  wing  of  the  enemy  to  fl^ht,  and  pursued  them 
to  the  river  Allan,  more  than  two  miles  distant,  re* 
turned  to  the  fields  and  learning  the  fikteof  Whetham'a 
divigiona  prepared  to  attack  the  other  wing  which  had 
formed  oa  the  top  of  a  hill^  to  the  number  of  4000 
men.    But  <hi  his  ai^O£U$h»  the  Rebels  began  to  4is» 
perse;  upon  which  the  Duke  retired  to  Dunhkoef 
where  the  soldiers  lay  on  their  arms  all  night,  egqiectf* 
ingnexib  day  to  renew  the  battle.  The  enemy,  however^ 
having  prefiNrred  retreating  to  fighting,  be  marobed 
fior  Stirlii^^  carryb^  with  him  the  standards,  eoIours» 
aod  prisoners  he  had  taken.    The  kOled  and  woundsd 
wars  nearly  equal  on  both  sides,  being  reckoned  be<- 
tween  six  and  seven  hundred  each.    We  now  return 
to  notioo  how  the  Glasgow  battslion  acquitted  them«- 
telves  at  their  post 
Nalm^  VL  Sabbath.    JBeiflg  und^r  axmasiL^nigE^ 
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I  glept  two  hours  this  morning,  and  thien  went  to 
church.  At  the  dismission  we  were  alarined ;  and, 
upon  going  out,  I  siiw  one  of  die  most  raelaneholy 
sights  ever  I  beheld  in  my  life— Hour  army  flying  be- 
fore their  enemies  !  O  Lord,  what  shall  we  say  Wheh 
Israel  turn  their  backs  and  fly  before  the  enemy? 
But  we  have  sinned.  I  went  down  to  the  bridge  with 
a  heavy  heart,  the  runners  away  coming  fast  in,  and 
every  ^one  ^ving  a  worse  account  than  another,  that 
all  was  lost  and  gone.  Indeed  sieeing  is  believing; 
all  the  fields  wete  covered  idth  our  flying  trodps, 
horse  and  foot,  all  had  the  appeafance  of  a  routed 
army.  O  what  dismal  views  we  hfid,  expecting  to  ee^ 
the  rebel  Highland  army  at  their  heels.  These  and 
such  thoughts  filled  my  mind.  Lord,  th6u  hast  turned 
our  swords'  edge^  ahd  hast  not  made  us  to  'Stand  in 
battle ;  thoii  hast  poured  shame  imd  contempt  upoa 
lis ;  thou  goest  not  forth  with  dur  armies.  Give  n8 
help  from  trouble,  for  vain  is  the  help  of  inan. 

I  took  down  all  the  GlasgoHr  battalidti  tb  the  bridge^ 
and  posted  thetn  in  soiile  intreAcbm^hts  there ;  batin^ 
deed  I  had  no  great  hopes  of  keepng  this' JRebels  Imt; 
far  thinking  our  army  was  routed,  t  expected  they 
would  pass  the  Forth  at  some  ford,  sisd  soon^  bileome 
masters  of  Stirling.  Thus  we  spent  all  the  afterrioon 
very  melancholy,  till  the  direning  \¥heii  a  better  seen^ 
began  to  open.  We  got  intelligtoee  that  the  -Sake 
.was  still  on  the  field  of  battle,  *after  having  been  ti^ 
torious,  whi^re  be  first  w^.  O  what=  a -snrpriMi^ 
turn  !  We  fcotdd-  liot  believe  it;  we  were ■  as-  idtn 
that  dreamed;  but  it  was  soon  confirmed' fo'ul^- by 
eye-witnesses.  O  how  hast  thou  turned  our  fislitCr^dA 
gridk  ihtd  jtoy  and  aong^  tyf  ^^mdse  \    ProvidtoeiB'^aB 


CItAP.  XlX.         REBELLION  IN  SCOTLAND*  469 

managi^d  it  bo,  that  no  flesh  shall  boast  Our  right 
wing  clid  beat  their  left  $  but  our  left  was  attacked . 
before  the  line  of  battle  was  formed ;  and  so  every 
r<^ment  upon  the  long  inarch,  broke  and  drove  back 
one  upon  another.  We  were  too  vain  and  concdited, 
and  despised  the  enemy  too  much,  and  rested  too  much 
upon  the  arm  of  flesh.  God  humbles  us,  and  lets  us 
see  all  flesh  is  grass ;  yet  he  takes  care  of  his  own 
cause,  and  lets  not  our  enemies  triumph ;  at  the  same 
time  he  humbles  our  pride,  and  mortifies  our  vanity. 
I  tiow  see  also  that  Providence  was  kind  to  me,  and 
those  who  remained  here.  We  wouM  have  been 
posted  on  the  left  or  centre,  and  so  have  been  sur- 
prised and  broken  as  the  rest  were,  and  perhaps  lost 
both  life  and  honour.  My  prayer  was.  If  thy  presence 
go  not  with  me,  carry  me  not  up  hence.  Thou  hast 
heard  me.  Success  was  Hot  to  attend  the  left  wing. 
I  was  not  to  be  there.  All  is  well  ordeml;  thou 
takest  care  both  of  my  life  and  reputation. 

November  14.  This  day  it  is  expected  there  will  l>e 
another  engagement ;  that  the  Duke  will  attack  them 
if  they  remain  where  they  are. 

November  15.  We  hear  thiB  rebels  are  retired.  Lord 
be  blest,  who  {>uts  a  bridle  in  their  nose,  and  a  hook 
in  their  jaws,  and  turns  them  back  by  the  way  they 
came.  O  what  a  merciful  surprising  torn  of  Provi- 
dence ;  yesterday  we  were  expecting  a  barbarous  and  ■ 
cruel  enemy  at  our  gates  by  this  time,  and  to  be  flying 
before  them.  God  is  our  defence,  our  shield  and 
bucklerb  The  army  came  back  in  the  afltemoon,  in 
much  better  condition  than  we  eicpected.  Lord  be 
blest  for  this  respite,  and  sanctify  this  providence, — 
this  check  to  make  us  humble, — ^to  repeat  end  Vaae«.\i^ 

\3  ^  « 


470  LIFE  OF  COL.  BLACKADEB.  CHAP.  XIX. 

thee.  Tlie  regiments  are  cantoned  round  about  q% 
and  consequently  the  company  here  is  Very  bad.  No 
^vonder  though  our  carcases  be  made  to  dung  the  facd 
o(  the  earth.  God  can  be  glorified  upon  u%  and  work 
tiis  own  work  without  such  vile  instruments. 

Xovember  17.  Yesternight  we  escaped  a  great  dan^ 
ger  from  fire,  by  tliose  sad  neighbours  of  ours.  Lord, 
thou  keepest  us  from  terrors  by  night,  as  well  aa  dan- 
gers by  day ;  thou  puttest  a  hedge  about  us,  and  allow- 
e«;t  no  evil  to  befal  us. 

November  18.  We  got  the  news  of  the  entire  defeat 
of  the  rebels  at  Preston  in  England*  Lord,  thou  re« 
bukest  them  every  where, — ^breakest  their  power,  and 
criishest  their  designs. 

NovetAer  19.  In  the  morning  I  saw  tlie  Duke  nn 
\iew  the  regiments  of  foot.  Some  of  them  are  aoni 
shattered.  They  who  stood  and  did  their  duty  best^ 
have  suffered  least.  It  gpenerally  hajq^iens  so.  But  it 
was  less  the  fault  than  the  misfortune  of  the  regiments 
on  the  left;  they  were  attacked  by  surprise  before 
they  had  formed. 

November  22.     The  Glasgow  regisfient  maiyhfd 

home.     I  convoyed  them  part  of  the  way,  Mtn^  t?e 

parted  with  much  a&ctioa  on  both  udes.    I  bless  the 

Lord  who  has  sent  them  home  safe,  ^md  that  they 

Were  not  exposed,  n<Mr  suffered  as  others*    They  were 

committed  to  my  charge,  I  ccMumitted  diem  to  thuM^ 

and  thou  hast  been  their  defence.     Thou  also  taksst 

care  of  all  that  concerns  me;  even  my  nama  and  le- 

putation  has  been  increased  by  their  coming  here. 

Lord,  to  thee  be  the  praise ;  IlayaUdownat^yfiaet 

This  body  of  volunteers,  on  their  leaving^  S^liii^ 

were  handsomely  oomplimented  by  theDukeof  Axgyh^ 

AS  well  as  in  tbe  {o\low\xq^\eX\i^  \v\£^0&ai^ 
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ader  addf  eflaed  to  the  Provost  aaid  Magista*a(e6  of 
Glasgow. 

Stirling^  November  29,  1TI5. 

My  Lord,  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  honoured  with  yours  by  Gaptain  Bo^^ers.  I 
assure  you  it  is  a  very  sensible  pleasure  to  me  that  I 
have  had  the  opprntunity  put  in  mine  hand  I  hare 
long  widied  for,  of  doing  any  service  to  the  good  town 
of  Glasgow.  They  have  shewn  so  much  seal  amdfor- 
wardness  for  these  vahufthle  interests  that  oi^ht  to 
be  dearest  to  us,  that  honest  men  ihould  be  ambitious 
to  serve  tfiem :  But,  my  Lord,  with  submission,  you 
put  the  debt  upon  the  wrong  side :  It  is  I  that  am  laid 
under  great  oUigations ;  it  is  I  that  owe  ray  hearty 
thanks,  which  I  do  hereby  with  gratitude  return  to 
you,  Gentlemen,  to  Pnyvosl  Akd^  and  the  other  honest 
Gentl^nen  with  him,  who  were  pleased  to  choose  me 
to  be  their  ColoneL  And  indeed,  if  my  capacity  for 
that  post  had  been  equal  to  the  pleasitre  and  seal  I 
had  to  serve  thenit  and  the  interest  th^  appeared  here 
for,  their  dioioe  had  not  been  bad.  I  took  the  charge 
of  them  the  more  cheerfolly,  that  I  knew  they  were 
men  that  came  out  in  the  int^rity  of  their  hearts  to 
offer  themselves  willii^ly  in  this  good  cause  i  and  be- 
ing reecdved  to  ventux^  my  own  life^  I  thought  Z  could 
not  do  it  in  betttf  company,  than  with  those  I  waa 
assured  would  fight  from  principle,  in  the  defence 
of  our  sacred  and  civ9  oencems.  And  lam  very  well 
satisfied  I  had  made  a  good  choice ;  and  that,  if  they 
had  been  called  out  to  action,  which  they  seemed 
much  to  denre,  I  doubt  not  but  th^  would  have  fully 
answered  the  espeotalkm  his  Grace  the  I>Qkfi^  ^i  Ks^- 
gjle^  and  eveij  body  dae»  had  eoneoc^f^  fsji  ^^^^ 
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Provideticey  that  manages  all  well,  did  order  it  other' 
wise ;  and,  I  doubt  not,  for  the  best     They  did  good 
service  while  here,  both  by  their  own  good  behaviour, 
and  the  good  example  they  gave  to  others,  of  zeal  for 
the  service.     For  die  pains  I  was  at  with  them,  it  was 
so  £Eur  from  being  a  fatigue,  that  the  tractable  dispo- 
sition, alacrity,  and  keenness  they  shewed  to  learti 
every  thing  of  our  military  art,  made  it  a  very  great 
pleasure  and  diversion  to  me :  And  what  I  taught  them 
to  do  in  jest,  I  doubt  not  but  they  would,  if  try'd, 
have  practised  to  good  purpose,  in  earnest.     The  offi- 
cers that  came  here  were  generally  such  as  might, . 
with  reputation,  have  carry'd  the  King^s  Conunission : 
And  indeed,  I  do  but  justice  to  your  whole  body  of 
volunteers  to  say.  That,  if  I  have  any  credit  by  taldng 
the  charge  of  them,  it  is  owing  to  their  good  behar 
viour.     I  hope  there  shall  be  no.  further  occaaiim  for 
you  to  put  yourselves  to  such  expense  and  trouble, 
as  you  have  been  at,  in  shewing  your  great  oonoem 
for  the  government ;  tho'  I  doubt  not  but  that,  in  case 
of  necessity,  the  same  zeal  that  put  you  on  to  make 
this  handsome  and  seasonable  appearance^  would  make 
you  to  do  it  again ;  which,  if  it  should  happen,  I  offer' 
you,  my  Lord  and  Gentlemen,  my  hearty  service  and: 
assistance  in  whatever  I  am  capable  of.     I  shall  add 
no  more,  but  to  wish  all  hapjnness  and  prosperity  to 
you  and  your  good  town ;  and  that,  as  I  have  the  fa- 
vour of  your  good-will  and  affection,  I  may  have  yet  a 
further  occasion  to  shew  how  much  I  desire  to  de-- 
serve  it     I  am,  my  Lord  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  much  obliged, 
Most  obedient,  and  humble  servant, 

JO. 
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November  S4.     Hearing  Aat  the  old  regiment  I  was 
-  in  has  suffered  much,  and  that  the  officer  who  suc- 
ceeded me  is  wounded* 

This  was  at  the  battle  of  Preston  in  Lancashire, 
whore  the  Cameronian  Raiment,  which  had  been 
recalled  firom  Ireland,  behaved  with  great  gallantry. 
More  than  half  of  the  kiDed  and  wounded  was  sus- 
tained by  this  regiment  alone.  Their  Lieutenant- 
•  Colonel,  Lord  Forrester,  Major  Iiawson,  and  several 
others  were  wounded* 

:NodeaAer  38.    Rode  but  this  morning  convoying 
the  Duke  of  Roxburgh  on  his  way.     I  was  very  sorry 
to  part    I  have  hardly  known  any  man  with  finer 
•qualities,  more  sweetness  iof  temper,  meekness,  probity, 
and  integrity,  which  I  most  admire  and  am  most 
..dharmed  with.    I  am  glad  of  this  opportunity  I  halve 
:had  of  knowing  him,  and  engoying  his  friendship, 
.which  I  do  very  mueh  value.    At  night  with  honour- 
able company,  and  very  diverting,  perhaps  too  much 
^mirth.    There  should  always  be  a  check,  for  the  mind 
grows  vain  and  light  by  too  much  jollity,  and  loses  its 
sober,  sjuritual  sett. 

Notember  SO.  This  day  riding  out  and  convoying 
away  the  Earl  of  Haddingt'^.  The  guests  I  have 
-had  here  have  much  enlarged  my  heart,  there  has 
been  so  much  good,  humour,  easiness,  and  I  hope  in- 
nocence. 

.  December  13.  Went  out  in  the  morning  with  the 
Duke  and  the  Generals  to  view  the  field  of  battle.  It 
is  folly  to  lay  the  blame  upon  each  other,  right  wing 
€ir  left  wing.  Time  and  chance  happen  to  all.  They 
who  fled  would  likely  on  another  occasion  have  be- 
Iwved  well  iipd  done  their  duty ;  and  those  who  stood 
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might,  m  the  AIM  eiivunialaiieei,  haseflMlw  wdlat 
IheydM.  The  glory  aai  prabe  of  jdQ  Mings  to  God; 
and  no  cause  of  boasting  to  nmu  Tibe  Genenl  ond 
great  compoBy  were  at  our  faovas  m  dw  owning. 
The  batde  of  Preelon  my  bo  said  to  ham  ^pnled 
the  jrebdhon  in  Ene^and  and tho  erath  of  SooOaBd; 
HMfit  of  tho  diaaflfeetod  noUomsn  and  gentlenien  Hiwe 
being  Cftther  tiUed  or  takn  jriawifaw :  Hie  Hig^laikh 
only  remained  to  be  reducod^  and  iliia  wmu  aeoom*- 
plished  early  in  the  next  year  bgr  iitoneind  Cadogan, 
tlm  BriliBh  Pleufotentiary  in  tin  NaHMriaBch,  who 
mrived  in  the  end  of  Nomdav  with  MM  D«Mi 
troopa»  Mnrnthnft  tin  Pretendar  hinael^  ixptm,  tfce 
repeated  aoliritationa  of  Ua  firiBndb»  ombavlDai  iar 
Scotland,  and  on  Ife  fiSd  of  Dacambar  landed  oft 
Peterhead.  Soon  after.  In  aMde  hia  publio  ettlry  iato 
Perth,  and  aolemnly  teak  vpo9  bimaelf  the  fiBaiiliaw 
of  Majesty,  by  eonfeiring  titles  and  ecciasiaatiieal  dig- 
nilies,  appointing  pviTin  and  thwihigilibig  tkoMtiifi^ 
oat  the  drardiea  for  his  aafo  antnd,  and  iaaning  fg^ 
damations  for  all  feneible  men  to  rqpair  fortiiwilh  to 
his  royal  standard.  The  deep  snoara  and  Jnolemaney 
of  the  aeason  pvoFented  the  King^s  tniopa  ibr  a  time 
from  ^nng  hhn  any  intoruption  in  the  exerdaeef 
these  assumed  prerogatives.  Bat  the  oeene  qyoodily 
changed;  foir  the  Doko  of  Argyle,  being  joined  by-As 
Dutch  troops,  and  a  considerable  train  of  artillery,  set 
oat  {January  29.)  for  Perth  to  'dislodge  the  Rdbels. 
The  intelligence  of  his  ^proaeh  was  "very  uawdeome 
and  very  unseasonable,  as  it  pt<»renied  the  eeremony 
of  the  Pretender's  coronatioa,  and  the  meetiB^  of  hit 
Parliament  Thdr  greatest  conoem  being  now  to 
secure  a  retreat,  they  des^ted  the  plaoe  and  retreated 
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to  Dundee,  and  thence  to  Montroee.  The  roy&l  army 
went  in  pursuit;  and  on  their  rout  to  Perth,  seized 
the  garrieoiM  of  Braeo,  Tullibardine,  and  Auchterar- 
der,  which  had  been  deserted.  Berth,  the  metropolis 
<^  the  Rebels,  was  tsiken  possession  of,  as  was  Dundee 
also.  But  on  reaching  Montrose,  they  found  the  Pre- 
tender had  made  his  escape^  having  dipped  out  pri- 
Tately  on  foot,  aoeon^panied  only  by  one  of  his  do- 
mestics; and  finding  a  filling  boat,  which  carried  him 
and  the  Earl  of  Mar  on  board  a  French  ship,  ^ey 
put  to  sea,  and  in  a  few  days  landed  near  Dmihirk.  * 
His  deluded  followen  were  obl%ed  to  dispose  and 
fly  to  their  hills.  Some  of  them  eeeaped  to  iFmnce, 
and  others  wei^  taken  in  their  wild  ccmcealments 
imaoag  the  moualainsi    General  Cadogan  soonaftcr 


*  The  Pretender  wai  not  popular  with  his  party  (  he  seemed  from,  liie 
ftnt  .to  connder  bis  cause  hopeless,  and  this  discouraged  his  mexL  One 
^  Hmn  ff!9ti  ihe  fbllo«rU^(  descriptioii  of  his  pehion  md  liM^ : 
**  His  person  is  tall  iand  titto^  Hawing  to  iaciino4o.be  lein  nriiier'tlian 
to  fill  as  he  grows  in  preara.  His  countenance  is  pale^  and  p^baps  he 
looked  more  pale  by  reason  of  an  ague  that  seized  him  \wo  days  after 
he  came  on  shore.  He  ha^  something  of  a  vivacity  In  Ids  eydj  that 
perhaps  wiOuld  have  beeli  aona  fisibk  had  he  not  been  under  dijeeiing 
lurcumetances  afnd  sunrouj^d^  with  disoouragement.  Hia  speech  \fks 
grave,  not  very  clearly  expressing  hb  thoughts,  nor  over  much  to  the 
purpose:  but  his  words  wer^  few,  and  his  behaviour  ,ai^d  tamper 
aeemed  alwuys  compoaed.  *  What  he  wai  la  his  ditendonir  ^e  Mfw 
not,  tor  it  wa3  no  time  for  mirth ;  neitfaer  eon  I  eny  that  I  «vcr-iow^ 
him  smile.  Our  men  b^gan  to  despise  him ;  some  asked  i£  he;  i^pa^d 
speak ;  his  countenance  looked  extremely  heavy,  and  he  cared  AOt  to 
eome  abroad  among  the  aoldfers,  to  see  us  handle  our  a^fns'or  d6  '6hr 
exercise.  I  must  say,  that  when  we  aaw  the  person  whom  they  called 
our  King,  we  found  ourselves  not  at  all  animated  by  his  presence ; 
and  if  lie  was  disappointed  in  us,  we  were  tenfold  more  so  In  him ; 
we  saw  notfaiDg  in  him  that  looked  like  spirit  **«-Procflff/iN^  of  the 
Rebels  at  Penh, 

\3^ 
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reduced  Inverness  and  the  rest  of  the  Highlands,  and 
thus  exting^uiahed  the  last  sparks  of  the  rebellion. 

When  die  Glasgow  regiment  were  dismissed,  Colonel 
..Blackader  joined  the  royal  army  under  the  Duke,  and 
inarched  to  Perth,  which  the  Rebels  had  fwtified,  and 
were  expected  to  offer  battle  in  defence  of  their  King 
and  capital.  He  was  very  willing  to  have  drawn  hk 
sword  once  more  in  the  service  of  his  ooontry ;  bat 
on  this  occasion  he  was  disappointed  by  the  sudden 
flight  of  the  Pretender  and  bis  followers. 

(1716,)  Jamuxry  3.  Visiting  a  person  dying  of  his 
wounds.  I  had  a  conviction,  that  I  should  have  taken 
more  pains  with  him.  I  spoke  seriously  to  him; 
Lord,  bless  it,  and  give  me  such  a  fljght  of  Christ 
myself,  such  desires  after  hivi,  such  delight  in  him, 
that  I  may  with  warm  and  fervent  affections  hold  oat 
his  usefulness  and  loveliness  to  others,  to  make  them 
fall  in  love  with  him.  Lord,  pluck  him  as  a  brand 
from  the  burning;  let  free  grace  triumph  and  be 
magnified  in  redeeming  and  saving  him. 

January  6.  Went  to  Glasgow  with  the  Duke,  and 
was  very  kindly  treated  there,  all  the  people  in  the 
town  shewing  a  great  affection  for  me.  In  the  even- 
ing I  was  with  my  friends  at  a  ceremonial  entertain- 
ment,''^  It  is  thou,  O  Lord,  who  givest  me  honour 
and  riches  in  abundance.  Providence  brought  the 
occasion  of  my  obliging  this  good  town,  just  to  my 
door  without  my  asking  for  it.  I  am  desired  to  come 
and  live  here  among  them ;  their  kindness  invites  me, 
but  I  do  not  yet  determine. 


-♦■•" 
J 


*  For  an  account  of  this  «  ceremonial  entertainqaent,*'  se^  the  Scola 
Caurtmt  for  January  17 16, 
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January  9.  Came  back  to  Stirling.  We  got  there 
the  certain  account  of  the  Pretender's  being  come 
over.  This  determined  me  to  go  with  the  Duke  to 
Perth.  Lord,  let  thy  presence  go  with  us.  I  put  my 
trust  in  thee,  hide  not  thy  face  from  me. 

Jamwry  29.  In  hurry  and  conAision  by  the  army's 
marching  away.  We  got  an  alarm  at  Ardoch,  and 
heard  some  firing.  I  recommended  myself  to  God, 
and  was  easy,  being  on  my  duty.  When  we  came  to 
Tullibardine  the  business  was  over,  and  the  house  had 
surrendered.  I  supped  with  the  General,  and  lay  all 
night  at  a  country  house. 

Jamuary  31.  Marching  onward,  we  got  the  agree- 
able news  that  the  Rebels  had  quitted  Perth.  About 
six  in  the  evenii^  we  marched  again,  and  eaaie  to 
Perth  at  three  next  morning.  It  was  a  cold,  but 
pleasant  moonshine  night. 

Ffijnmry  3.  Finding  the  Rebels  flying  before  us, 
I  took  leave  of  the  army  and  returned  home.  Getting 
great  promises  of  friendship  both  from  the  Duke  and 
the  General. 


V  5 


»  .. 
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CHAPTER  XX, 


MISCELLANEOUS  EXTRACTS,  171«— 1721. 


Colond  Blackader's  prirato  ptmaits^-HJB  Speedioa  In  the  Crenend 
AfMmbly-i»l9  appointed  Deputj  G^nrenor  oC  Sdriing  CasUe— 
Hk  observations  on  Legal  and  Evangelical  Preaclung— Speech  at 
the  Sjrnod  of  Ayiv^Ormond's  Invasion— Oath  of  Abjuradon  en- 
forced—Visiting, Amusements,  Arc 

The  time  from  the  sopprearion  ^  the  Rebellioii,  nntO 
his  spjpmntmentBs  Hepotj  GavetDor  of  Stirling  Gsstb^ 
the  Colonel  spent  in  his  usual  retired  manner,  enjoy- 
ing the  recreations  of  the  country,  and  the  society  of 
his  friends.  Many  of  his  leisure  hours  he  devoted  to 
benevolent  purposes,  in  doing  offices  of  kindness  and 
charity  to  the  poor  in  his  neighbourhood,  or  to  the 
cultivation  of  his  own  mind  in  reading  and  study,  for 
which  he  had  always  a  predilection.  In  the  Greek 
and  Roman  classics  he  took  great  delight,  and  had 
made  considerable  attainments  in  several  of  the  bran- 
ches of  Natural  Philosophy.  The  General  Assembly 
of  this  year,  to  which  he  was  returned  a  member, 
furnished  him  with  some  occasions  of  trying  his  talents 
88  a  public  speaker ;  and  if  we  may  judge  from  the 
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imperfect  specimens  he  has  recoiled,  his  eihiUtiohs 
in  that  venerable  court  do  no  discredit  to  his  rhetori- 
cal powers.    His  otutory  seems  to  have  been  etatiirdy 
extempore-^-tiie  unpremeditated  ex{H*eS8ion  of  tho6e 
feelings  which  ]H)de  in  course  of  the  delbftt^    The  sub- 
jects of  discussion  have  now  lost  their  interest;  titid 
the  short  abstracts  c^  ins  speeches  can  serve  no  tbtlier 
purpose  than  to  develope  sOme  chairacteristle  features 
of  his  mind,  when  ctdled  into  a  6eW  sphere  of  ildioii. 
AprU  S5.     This  day  kept  foi^  thanksgivi^  by  ap- 
pointment of  the  synod.     God  lias  doiie  great  tilings 
f<H*  us>  an  evil  imd  ill-deserving  generatiotk ';  he  has 
disaj^inted  our  fears,  and  broken  the  power  of  6ur 
en<^mies.     It  was  not  our  sword  nor  our  bow^  but  thy 
right  hand  that  wrought  our  deliverance^  for  we  saw 
enough  to  humble  the  pride  of  man. 

May  S.  The  Assembly  sat  down:  Went  to  church 
with  the  CommisflioneTj  and  'heiird  a  good  sehtion 
from  Acts  ix.  SO.  The  Kjit^4  lett^  was  vtiiy  hind, 
and  the  CommisBicmer  ntad^  a  hanctsome  speteh. 

May  5.  Sitting  on  a  conmrdttee  all  the  itfteriiooi], 
seeking  council  and  direction  to  guide  iue  rijght  among 
the  rocks  and  shelves  of  debate.  Alas  t  X  think  there 
is  not  the  spirit  of  love  amoi^  us  that  should  be,  but 
a  raiikMng  partynspirit^  cfhurehm^i  siding  themselves 
too  nluch  with  state-^pcuties.  Lord,  subdue  passions, 
eirry,  pride,  self-Hseeklng,  wrangling;  restore  peace, 
love,  and  unity. 

May  8.  This  day  in  the  committee  of  Instructions. 
There  were  many  proposals  about  redress  and  repre- 
sentation of  grievances.  Some  wete  for  addresnng  the 
King  alone ;  others,  for  addressing  the  King  and  Par- 
liament ;  and  a  third  paHy  for  endeavouring  merely 
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to  get  tbeir  grievances  redressed.  I  said  I  was  will- 
ing to  go  in  with  the  second  and  last  of  these  propo- 
sals, if  we  could  fall  upon  a  proper  way  to  do  it»  but 
I  disagreed  with  the  first ;  for  these  grievances  were 
now,  many  of  them,  enacted  into  laws,  and  so  it  is 
the  legislative  power  alone  that  must  help  us ;  and  for 
us  to  adress  the  executive,  when  it  is  the  legislative 
only  that  can  help  us,  were  the  seeking  a  remedy 
where  it  is  not  to  be  found,  and  putting  a  thorn  in 
the  King's  foot,  and  he  gets  too  many  of  these. 

Speaking  of  the  Toleration,  (which  was  one  of  the 
grievances,)  I  said  it  was  my  opinion,  that  it  was  not 
so  much  the  l^al  toleration  that  was  a  grievance,  as 
a  connivance  at  practices  beyond  the  law ;  and  that 
if  magistrates  in  towns,  and  justices  in  the  country 
would  execute  the  laws  as  they  were  impqwered  to 
do,  and  which  the  Toleration  Act  did  not  hinder  them 
from  doing,  then  there  would  be  no  such  abuse  or 
grievance  in  the  toleration  itself.  For  instance,  I  said, 
in  this  our  capital,  where  the  Assembly  sits,  there  are 
twelve  or  fifteen  Meeting-houses  where  either  the 
Pretender  is  prayed  for,  or  King  George  is  not  prayed 
for,  and  where  the  principles  of  rebellion  are  taught 
Now  the  Act  does  not  allow  this ;  and  if  these  houses 
were  shut  up,  as  I  suppose  by  law  they  may  and 
ought  to  be  imder  such  circumstances,  then  the  tole* 
ration  could  be  no  grievance ;  for  I  would  have  liberty, 
to  all  scrupulous  consciences,  to  worship  God  in  their 
own  way.  Upon  this,  some  went  out  and  told  the 
Provost  of  Edinburgh  what  we  were  about,  as  if  we 
were  reflecting  upon  him;  and  he  came  in  imme* 
diately  and  justified  himself,  which,  I  told  him,  I  was 
glad  of,  and  that  I  had  given  him  an  opportunity-  to 
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do  it ;  for  I  was  indeed  informed  by  the  best  authority, 
that  there  was  an  order,  directed  to  the  Provost  of 
Edinburgh,  come  down  a  month  ago,  for  shutting  up 
the  Meeting-houses,  if  they  did  not  pray  for  the  King. 

May  11.  In  committees,  and  in  the  Assembly  all 
this  day.  In  the  address  to  the  King,  congratulating 
him  on  the  happy  ending  of  the  rebellion,  and  convey- 
ing the  thanks  of  the  Assembly  to  the  officers  who 
had  been,  under  God,  instrumental  to  it,  it  was  pro- 
posed by  some  that  the  Duke  of  Argyle  only  should  foe 
named.    I  rose  and  gave  my  opinion  to  this  purpose.  ^ 

Moderator. — It  may  be  thought  reasonable,  that, 
after  having  mentioned  Ids  Grrace  the  Duke  of  Argyle^ 
with  all  the  honour  due  to  his  great  merit  and  emi- 
nent services,  we  should,  in  the  next  place,  do  justice 
to  a  gentleman  and  a  brave  officer,  who  has  also  de- 
served well  of  this  country.  Moderator,  there  is  not 
a  man  within  these  walls  has  a  greater  honour  and 
esteem  for  the  Duke  of  Ai^le  than  I  have.  I  have 
seen  too  many  of  his  great  actions,  not  to  have  a  just 
esteem  of  them.  But,  Moderator,  his  Grace  has  such 
a  fund  of  merit — such  a  stock  of  renown,  that  I  am 
sure  neither  he  nor  his  friends  (as  I  hope  all  of  us  are) 
will  grudge  us  the  doing  justice,  in  the  second  place, 
to  Greneral  Cadogan.  Moderator,  this  Gentleman  is 
a  stranger,  and  for  that  reason  some  would  perhaps 
grudge  him  his  share  in  our  favour ;  but  for  my  part, 
I  think  he  ought,  for  that  very  reason,  to  have  a 
stronger  claim  on  our  gratitude — to  have  his  merits 
fully  and  duly  considered.  Moderator,  General  Ca- 
dogan neither  affects  it,  nor  does  he  want  to  have  his 
services  recommended  to  his  royal  Master,  or  his  merit 
proclaimed  to  the  world  by  the.  mouth  of  a  General 
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ABmnbly .  Moderator,  Fame  has  taken  care  of  that 
But  he  is  an  officer  who  has,  of  a  long  time,  deserved 
well  of  the  Protestant  interest  and  allianoe  abroad; 
and  now  Providence  has  put  an  <^portaaily  in  Ub 
hand  of  deserving  well  of  us;  and  in  ours,  of  bdng 
generous  and  thankfuL 

Finding  several  monbers  poroposing  others  to  be 
named  also  in  our  address,  I  said,  Moderator,  there  is, 
I  think,  a  handsomer  way  of  setting  up  great  merit 
and  great  actions  to  light,  than  by  mentioning  names 
or  pointing  out  the  man,  and  that  is,  by  touching  die 
bii^t  ehaneter  of  the  person^  and  ike  oircumatances 
of  his  eiq^ts,»-*for  example,  in  the  Queen's  time, 
when  we  spoke  of  a  victorious  General  who  had  re^ 
fleeted  lustre  on  her  re^n,  and  made  her  arms  trhnmh 
phant,<^-*who  had  curbed  the  insolence,  and  reduced 
the  exorUtant  power  of  France,  nobody  needed  to 
name  that  personage^  every  man  knew  it  was  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough.  So  in  our  case^  when  we 
speak  of  the  great  deliviN*ance  God  has  wrought  for 
us,  by  defeating  the  rebels,  and  frustrating  their  de- 
signs, then  we  all  know  it  was  the  Duke  of  Aigyle 
that  led  on  the  army  to  victovy ;  and  when  we  speak 
of  reducing  the  Highland^  and  restoring  peace  and 
tranquillity  to  the  country,  we  know  it  was  Gmieral 
Cadogan  had  the  management  of  it.  And  I  think 
thii  is  the  best  expedient  to  make  us  unanimous,  to 
name  both,  if  we  do  name  any ;  for  by  that  it  will  ap- 
pear, that  the  General  Assembly  is  not  actuated  by 
any  party  spirit,  but  acting  £drly  and  impartially. 
Whereas,  if  the  Duke  alone  be  named,  it  may  be 
thought  to  be  done  by  a  JEvtion;  but  if  we  name 
General  Cadogaaalao,  it  will  be  aeeai  to  the  world. 
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that  wboeivir  mcvw  tlie  Kii^  vnik  fiddit^)  <n»  ^e^ 
serves  well  of  our  eountry  and  our  cli«ir<^9  will  Tsavb 
a  good  tide  to  the  finroiar  and  thadcB  ei  the  Genearal 
Assembly. 

It  wad  earned  to  name  the  Ikike  alone^  and  I  went 
eheerfioUy  aloing  wi&  it.  I  know  by  this  I  loee  the 
favour  of  boA  ndest  but  I  hate  to  be  a  tool  or  a  party 
man.  I  would  join  witii-  boA  when  they  are  right, 
and  with  none  of  them  when  they  are  wroi^. 
.  May  12.  llus  day  came  on  the  aflhir  of  Ikfr.  Web- 
ster and  Mr*  Simpeon.^  Th^re  seems  to  be  mneh 
heat  and  party  q^rit  about  it.  After  some  membei^ 
had  ddivered  thdr  opinion^  Infclko  to  this  purpose. 

Mon£RATOR,*-*We  have  iqmit  much  time  upcm  tiiis 
bntiness  both  in  the  last  AamoMty  and  in  tins.  We 
have  heard  mneh  reasoning  about  it,  or  to  speak  nunre 
properly,  much  speakii^,  and  some  reaeonii^;  tor 
where  reason  ends,  tiiere  passiaa  b^^ins;  and  of  tiiat 
there  is  no  end  while  there  is  so  mueh  foeL  in  our 
breasts  to  feed  it.  Moderator,  if  tins  bntiness  be  ripe 
for  the  A9sembly**4f  Mr.  Webster's  first  libel  and 
answers  t<>  it  be  prepared  by  the  Committee^  and  if 
bis  last  Ubel  and  answers  to  it  be  ready  for  the  As- 
^lembly,  then  let  us  go  on  to  the  judging  of  it,  in  the 


•  'Dm  was  the  noted  case  of  Mr.  3<AmBtaaip»tmf  Frolbtsorof  Dhrfnity 
at  Ghi0OWj  whowMaccoMdoftaicfaiiigaiidpteachin^ 
■triaflB»£br  wfaicb>bjappoixilmentof  the  S/Bodof  LothlaOyhewds  libelled 
by  Mr.  James  Webster.  The  Assembly  of  this  year,  not  having  leistue 
fixftf  to  consider  the  envmeotis  points  duorged  against  \An,  remitted  the 
case  for  more  thorough  examination.  This  intricate  process  agitated 
the  country,  and  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Church,  for  fourteen  or 
fifteen  years.  In  1729^  llie  Professor  was,  by  a  sentence  of  the  As- 
seaably,  suspended  inm  pwailrfiig  and  teacbiagv  <Btd  all  exeidses  of 
ecdesiaatioal  peiwer  «r  fmictioik     Vid,  Jm  tfA$$»  F»iodicMl  Fam^* 
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name  of  God»  iu  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  tbe  love  of 
truth ;  for  I  hope  all  of  us  are  eome  here  with.  iqp» 
right  and  sincere  hearts,  to  defend  and  maintain  trath, 
and  suppress  error.  But  if  this  afiair  be  not  yet  ripe 
for  the  Assembly,  why  is  it  so  much  pressed  to  come 
on  ?  It  ought  to  be  left  with  the  Committee  it  was  re- 
ferred to.  And  I  am  persuaded.  Moderator,  it  will 
.come  to  this;  and  I  am  told^by  several  judidoos 
members,  that  it  will  certainly  land  there.  But,  say 
they,  it  is  too  soon  yet,  it  is  not  time  yet.  Modeirator, 
are  we  come  here  without  an. object,  to  apend  oiur  fire 
upon  one  another— ^ure  we  come  here  to  spend  our  ill 
humours  upon  one  another— are  we  come  here  to  list 
ourselves  under  the  banners  <^  Mr.  Webster  and  Mr. 
Simp^n,  with  a  fiactious  sjnrit  to  fight  and  contend, 
not  for  truth  but  for  victory  ?  Or  are  we  come  here 
to  afford  diversion  to  the  town;  for  it  has  now  be- 
come the  common  street  talk.  Come  ktus  go  into  Ihe 
Assembly  and  see  sport.*  Moderator,  and  are  we 
come  to  this— to  make  ourselves  buffoons  and  laugh- 
ing stocks  for  the  public  ?  I  am  afndd,  Sir,  it  may  be 
like  the  sport  that  Samson  made  to  the  lords  of  the 
PhiUstineS}  pull  down  the  house  about  our  ears,  rend 
and  divide  the  church,  so  that  neither  we  nor  our  pos- 
terity may  ever  see  cured. 

Moderator,  we  call  ourselves  a  Venerable  Assembly; 
it  is  in  every  body's  mouth,  The  Venerable  Assembfy. 
What  is  it  that  makes  this  or  any  Assembly  Venerable  ? 
It  is  not  a  great  company  of  gentlemen  in  black!  coats 


■^  This  practice,  it  would  appear,  had  become  so  common  and 
noying,  that  the  Assembly  the  following  year  passed  an  act  pr(diibitui|^ 
^be  adnoisfiioa  of  idle  disorderiy  people  .who  were  not  concerned* 
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and  bands,  and  some  with  grey  hairs,  (and,  Modera- 
tor, would  to  God. there  were  more  grey  hairs  among 
,118.)    It  is  not  p^urty-spirit,  passion,  heat,  or.  wrangling. 
Moderator,  you  know,  and  can  tell  better  than  I,  what 
it  is  that  makes  an  Assembly  Venerable.    I  shall  only 
name  two  charaeteristics  which  I  find  in  one  of  Paul's 
Epistles— two  lists,  and  set  the  one  against  the  other, 
.the  one  is  called  the  works  of  the  flesh,  anger,  wrath, 
malice^  hatred,  variance,  strife,  envying,  emulation, 
sedition,  heresies.    To  be  purged  of  these.  Moderator, 
.will  make  an  Assembly.  Venerable.     The  other  list  is 
,  the  fruit  of  the  Spirit,  love,  peace,  joy,  long-sufiering, 
•  meekness,  gentleness,  goodneiBS,  faith,  temperance. 
To  be  endowed  with  these  will  make  an  Assenlbly 
.Venerable,  and  answer  the  end  of  our  coming  together 
,io  consuU  for  the  glory  of  God  and  th$  good  qf  <te 
.CfttmcA,  as  every  member  binds  himself  to  do  in  the 
words  of  his  commission.     Moderator,  I  bc^  pardon 
for  uoDg  80  much  freedom  with  thin  Venerable  A*- 
sembly ;  I  am  sensible  it  does  not  belong  to  one  of 
my  coat.    But  I  waited  to  hear  if  grey  hairs  would 
speak ; .  and  finding  no  body  to  do  it,  I  was  pressed  in 
my  conscience  to  say  what  I  have  said.    Moderator^ 
let  not  the  reverend  brethren  consider  the  insignificant 
person  it  comes  from ;  but  let  every  one  of  us  lay  our 
.hands  on  our  hearts,  and  see  if  it  be  .true ;  and  if  it 
be  so,  then — Pudet  hoc  oppfobria  nobis  et  did  pottdsat 
et  non  potuisse  refdlL    If  it  be  not  true,  I  humbly  beg 
the  pardon  of  this  Venerable  Assembly. 
.  This  speech,  I  found,  was  ill  taken  by  some  hot,  stiff 
men  on  both  sides ;  but  it  was  approved  of,  and  thought 
necessary  by  the  more  peaceable  and  moderate. 
.    May  14»    Th^  business  of  the  former  day  still  con^ 


Imiiuig;  some  wiriiiiig  it  to  Temain  ^h^  Hm  Oo»- 
mittee,  others  pusbii^  to  bring  it  to  tbe  ^apen  Afe« 
jsmbly .  I  saidy  MMbraitor,  by  bringing  it  into  cooart, 
vm  shall  not  only  wrong  the  eaiise  of  Mr.  W.  and 
Mr.  6u9  bttt  what  is  of  iofinitely  more  importance,  the 
eanse  of  tenth ;  far  we  take  it  out  of  tiiat  way,  aind 
ont  of  these  haacb  wfaMw  it  was  and  wiUbe  m«maged 
iahnly  and  jiidieioiMty,  and  jnii^ed  fiurly  aaid  tan 
partially;  and  we  put  it  into  «  way  where  k  will  be 
jndged  hastily,  and  I  Imu*  preolpitat^.  For,  Ifo* 
4entor,  if  I  shooU  judge  in  it  now,  I  am  pettmaded 
it  woaUi  be  rasUy ;  fior^  I  most  eoitfess,  I  ha>ra  BOt 
yet  reeebed  that  evidsnoe  and  osimetioa  in  ^e  afttr 
as  to  autke  me  able  to  judge  of  it  ditftinoAy,  dr  with 
asoaxacy«  SoIpsoposeitbepntagaamtotlieOoifr- 
mittee^  hands.  Next  day  when  the  bunness  was  im 
bafafooght  to  aooncfanon,  I  inade  stMae  refledtionsiX) 
iUspiapcMM: 

MonxBATOR,-^Now  that  &i»  aflhir  is  gsfti^  ftoai 
US,  I  wonM  beg  leavo  to  speak  a  word  to  it  in  oosk 
doding;  The  reverend  toethren  df  this  AssiBinMy 
Jnro  dnfwa  a  ooannendaUe  seai  BgBJmtetret.  ifndi 
Jbas  been  spokm,  and  well  spoken,  i^anist  -seveiti 
eErors,  particularly  agaiEBst  Jesnitissm,  SoemiamsiiH 
and  Armimanasnu  Fmt  lesmtiisan,  I  hope  there  is  ia> 
greafc  danger  of  it,  so  long  as  we  keep  the  Pretender 
fiom  the  thmne  of  Britain.  For  Socinianism,  I  hope 
there  is  no  great  danger  of  it  either,  especially  the 
grosser  part  of  it  For  Arminiaiusm,  it  is  a  dangerous 
airor  indeed ;  for  it  saps  ^  foundation  of  all  our  r^ 
%kMi,  by  oTorthrowing  the  doctrine  of  free  gnm^ 
and  settii^  up  that  of  free  will.  It  is  a  dangerous 
orror^  because  ^11  men  are  by  nature  Arminiaas,  and 
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itib*  Mnsifvl  hfl«t  of  aum  nrtnni^ 
fmoqdas;  thisrafora,  lihe  Miiiistei««f  the  Chureh^f 
8eotland  eaiuiat  «hew  teo  miM^  seal  agaii»^  But, 
Moderator)  I  would  humbly  xecwnmieBd  to  these 
fferensnd  nmatersy  that  they  we>iild  riiew  the  same 
zeal  against  divisions  and  dtt  praodees  tending  that 
"mmfm  Let  us  not  be  lilce  a  Gteaeral  or  an  army  that 
jeettds  oiit^H  its  eentries  qob  W9fy  and  ivinle  they  are 
iooldng  out  4iar{dy  that  iray^  ^e  anemyveemes  and 
idlaeks  tbem  in  a^dilbraBt  qnarter,  ^vtbst^  they  were 

pgt  eipeetBiig,  and  Iherafbre  irapMpared* 

Moderator,  the  ministem  4^  ear  fimr6k  are  '«nr 
VBtphinen ;  and  it  is  their  48^  to  irtand  upon  &eir 
WBtch-tewer,  and  ghre  nswamii^cf  our  daiq^,  fitmi 
vaait  quavter  aomr,  wheduv  from  erron  and  viee  on 
€he  one  iiand^  ar  Jinmns  on  Hie  ether.  ModMcator, 
fiad  Ins  ef  Us  great  meroy  proaerved  l3ua  chnfdh, 
ainoe  the  blessed  Qefinrmation,  from  ibe  eontagion  of 
ttrror ;  and  I  hope^  fcy  the  TigOance  <^it0  pastors,  lie 
ainU  stall  ptaserta  it.  Bat  we  know  that  this  ehurch 
iiaa  bean  misandfly  tant  and-^ntrpssad,  and  bnnigfat, 
by diTisioaa,  into iinb  atmost ^onfrnnon.  Apd  Itimik 
J^niay,  withoat  allBnoe,  warn  Ihe  re^rarend  nunisters 
^muxt  chuveh,  that  die  nearest  pToqpectef  our  danger 
eemes  from  Ihat  quarter ;  for  if  ndmsters  shall  suffer 
themselves  to  be  divided  into  paitieB,  we  may  easfly 
Arasee,  it  threatens  «ar  rasa.  All  I  ahall  aay  more, 
Modcfator,  is  to  expvass  my  humble  hope,  dmt  the 
r0vermad  ministera  in  tyaAasembly  wiH  return  hen^ 
^heerficd  and  thaiddul,  Uesring  God  for  the  great 
defivterances  he  has  wrought  for  us,  and.  not  let  Hieir 
spirits  be  soured  or  mdded  by  poring  too  m«eh  upon 
ly  grievanees  yet  to  be  redressed.  Itee  are^  indeed. 


488  LIFE  OF  COL.  BLACKADEB*  CHAP.  XX. 

grievanceB  still,  but  these,  I  hqie,  shall  be  redressed 
in  due  and  short-  time.  But  though  we  may  have 
some  cause  to  complain,  yet,  blessed  be  Gk>d,  onr 
church  is  not  in  danger,  and,  I  trust,  never  shall  be, 

.  under  the  happy  government  of  our  good  King,  and 
his  Protestant  successors. 

This  speech  was  not  well  taken  by  s<mie^  and  I 
observed,  by  those  especially  who  have  most  need  to 
be  warned  and  put  upon  their  guard  against  divisions. 

.  It  was  the  sore  heel  that  cannot  be  touched*  Bbtl 
have  exoner^  my  conscience  in  pvingmy  tettiuMBy 

.  against  heats  and  discord. 

May  16.    The  Assembly  closed  with  miging  the 
122d  Psalnh    I  returned  in  safety  home  to  StirKi^.' 
The  remainder  of  this  year  furnishes  £bw  orno  in- 

^  cidents  in  his  life  worthy  of  particular  notice.  ISm 
time  was  divided  chiefly  between  the  cares  of  his  own 
.fiunily,  and  the  calls  of  friendships  or  charity  itiiddi 

.  were  occasionally  made  upon  him.  ; 

June  16.  I  was  sent.for  in  the  morning  vsp.  to  the 
Castle,  to  do  a  good  office  to  a  gentlman,  a  prisosMr 
there,  who  had  been  taken  in  the  Rebellion.     I  did  it 

;  heartily,  for  as  to  matters  of  civility,  we  should  heap 
kindness  like  coals  of  fire  upon  their  head.    Wemay 

.  shew  zeal  against  their  cause,  and  at  the  same  time 

.  tenderness  and  humanity  to  llieir  persons. 

Next  year  he  wqs  nominated  Deputy-Governor  of 
Stirling  Castle,  an  appointment  which  he  did  not 
solicit,  and  which  was  procured,  in  consideration  finr 
his  services  in  the  late  Rebellion,  solely  by  the  inr 

■  terest  of  those  noble  fnends  with  whom  he  had  lately 
lived  on  terms  of  familiar  intimacy, 
(1717,)  March  2^    This  day  I  got  my  comitiission 
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sent  me  from  Edinburgli.     Lord,  fit  roe  for  whatever 
I  am  called  to ;  I  cast  all  upon  thee.     Thou  knowest- 
I  was  more  afraid  of  the  snares  and  temptations  of 
great  posts,  than  lifiked  up  with  the  splendour  and 
pageantry  of  them*     I  went  up  and  intimated  my 
eommission.     Some  were  making  their  compliments^ 
and.  wishing  me  joy,  who,  I  knew^  wished  me  little- 
joy  on  the  occasion.     I  desire  to  have  the  Divine  ap- 
probation and  the  testimony  of  a  good  conscience,  and 
then  I  need  not  much  value  their  applause.     I  feel 
grateful  to  those  noble  persons  who  have  honoured 
me  with  their  friendship.     I  pray  God  I  may  deserve 
their  fiivours.    The  best  way  to  do  this  is  to  discharge* 
well  my  duty.  ,  This  is  the  best  court  we  can  pay  to 
all  good  patriots  and  all  himest  men. 
.'  March  \2.    I.biougfat  up  my  wife  and  family  to 
the  Castle.  .  I  am  more^ooncemed  about  the  dutito  of 
my.  pest,  than  taken  up  with  the  honours  of  it 
;.  March  26.     Getting  the  news- of  a  threatened  in- 
vasion from  Sweden.    I  laid  my  heart  open  before 
theljord,  and.pleaded  my  case  with  him.     Here  am 
I  ported  among  heaps  of  rubbish,  and  bare  rocks,  and 
aliMsiidefaieeless' walls,  with  a  weak  invalid  garrison 
tfaatil  JWL  a  stranger  to.'    There  may  be  treachery  or 
isffOL  ttdiny  auMM^'.tbenL  -  I  \taow  I  have  some  ene- 
mie8,>aDd  few  to  ask  tmUisiV  of.     These  tilings  look 
dark  to-  die  eysiof  sense  and  reason.   Biit^  tdiere  sense 
and  reasdn  end,  'there  feidi^  begins.     The  Lord  of 
Hosts^  I.tmst)  is  on  my  sidew  •  He  canmake  an  inva-'* 
Ud  ganidon  invincible^*«-*a  ruinous  and  dismantled  for-  - 
Uress  impr^nable.    Through  him  We  can'  do  valiantly. ' 
It  is  not  the  Swedes,  or  any  fordgn  enmiy  wcf  need' 
fear.    It  is:oiir  own.  sins  and-  baekslidings^  iftat  fey 
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US  open  to  Um  jndgmetilB  and  wrath  6f  bettvao.  Pot- 
ting  the  garrison  in  order,  and  pcovidini;  tlia  means 
of  defence. 

May  8S.  I  have  now  qualified  myself  by  taking 
the  oaih  of  Abjuradoo,  a  sobjeist  whirii  has  oeoanonad 
much  heat  and  mischief.  I  deduce  lo  take  liiamq^ 
ness  of  hearty  belieYing  thai  it  is  a  caotienary  eadif 
and  that  the  gDvernment  has  no  insnaring  design  m 
giving  it»  and  that  it  does  not  oblige  to  anytUiig  corn^ 
trary  to  the  word  iA  God,  or  to  our  piiBcij^bs.  Msagr 
do  scruple  to  taka  it;  weU,  I  do  not  coodeatm  tibon 
that  have  not  l^ht  \^  take  il»  nor  riiouU  thsjr  con- 
demn those  who  have  clsameis.  Only  I  mnstssy  Ai% 
that  many  in  thw  way  of  managing,  ndsa  acrailhi 
and  objections,  both  in  their  oWn  and  other's  eon* 
sciences,  rather  than  find  them  there.  I  see  nmch 
design  and  cunniagt  mider  a*  pvetenee  of  atrietHesst 
I  do  not  Uame  ally  ftnr  I  am  pessnaded  many  sva  np> 
right  and  single-hearted*  Bmt>  attfed  and.  '^^■Sg^g 
men  always  lead  alrtsay  Ibe  simple  and  honeeli 

May  86.  TUs  beiftig  ihe  EiUlg^a  bifthrday^  I  wai; 
much  taken  up  \%  the  sdletnnilies  of  ffa»  ooeasiosift.  I 
invited  the  msglsttaleB  aad'effieam  to  a  glasa  dP^  wins 
in  thecastle^  We  theaWttt  to  the  erosSy  and  nisit 
to  the  town*houBe«  Z  drank  ak  goedr  deal^l  bat  waa> 
nothing  the  woi^sa*  I  doinot justify  myssli|  Snr  thara 
is  sin  in  these  tfAags;  bui;  it  tsoiie of  <he  8Bai*sit  that^ 
pubUc  posts  are  exposed  te^  Nnck  daj^  tooitheie  was 
some  solemnity,. bnt  oDl  a  kM  desewing  ooeasiila;  II0 
restoration  of  a  Frineeii  (Charka  DL)  one  of  the  mvftl^ 
that  ever  sat  on  our  tluNlneb  Btlt  it  is»  fee  BsataLathm 
of  true  monarchy  that  we  celebimte. 

«ftm  JSS.  &iMa«i»  Haard  a  sennsn  agsinBt  legality^ 
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It  is  all  very  good  to  warn  people  against  legality; 
but  I  see  there  is  a  party  goes  too  fur  into  tlie  otber 
Extreme  towards  Antinomiamsm*  I  seis  generalfy 
where  there  are  errors  in  a  churchy  the  orthodox  side^ 
the  warnii  2ealous  party  among  them  think  they  can 
never  go  &r  enough  from  the  orror,  and  so  run  tbenH 
selves  over  a  precipice  on  the  other  side,  i  desire  t» 
be  found  in  the  way  of  tmthi  shunning  extremes  on 
rither  hand.  I  know  a  pioUS  jooinister  who  said,  that 
he  believed  that  serious,  solid  piety  and  reI^;ion  bai^e 
been  upon  the  deeline,  since  there  has  been  so  gtttJi 
an  outcry  against  leg^l  deetrine*  It  is  not  all  gidd 
that  glitters.  I  think  rdi^on  is  mudi  tniBtafeen  by 
many  persons  m  Sootland,  who  tkte  mM  and  aniscr 
and  neglect  the  weightier  matters  of  the  laWf  righteous* 
ness,  truth,  and  sincerity.  Lcord,  temove  pTejndioesy 
and  every  thing  that  hinders  our  spiritual  edification.* 
July  21.  Sabbath*  Hesring  a  stranger,  our  minister 
being  dead.  Lord  grant,  that  the  mantles  of  our  da^ 
parted  Elqah's  may  dese^id  on  their  noccessors.  Thai 
town  was  much  taken  up  with  his  preachingv  an4 


*  *<  LegaL  prMMd^ng'*  at  that  time  was  so  unpotmlar,  as  to  tarfat  aU 
knost  accounted  heresy.  Ministers  who  courted  the  favour  of  the 
people,  were  sometimes  weak  enough  to  accommodate  their  discoursfH 
to  these  prqndices,  hi  a  ridi<hiltHis  degree*  The  Colonel  mentions  a 
youog  preacher,  a  candidHa  fbr  ooe  of  the  charges  in  StMfaig^  at  that 
time  vacant.  Who  gave  in  so  far  with  the  popular  eteaiii^  as  to  use  tfaift 
expression  in  his  prayers,  Lord,  save  us  from  the  crooked  path  of  tnoftfi^ 
tUy  f  The  Col'oneVs  remarks  upon  this  are  rational  and  judicious. 
<*  Had  he  said  tiie  crooked  path  of  tetf^pigfateoosiieis^  it  would  have 
been  right;  but  I  never  like  to  hear  ministen,  espedailp  yooMSgrnm, 
speak  slightingly  of  morality !  But  I  observe^  when  a;  yoaag  mea 
sets  up  for  a  hi^flier»  or  to  gain  applause,  and  a  name  for  strictness, 
among  country  people,  the  best  way  to  attain  his  end  i&>  to  run  down 
and  ieyOtty.'* 


492  LIF£  OF  cot.  BLACKAl>£R.  CHAP.  XX» 

would  give  liim  a  caU.  But  I  think  it  is  not  a  minis- 
ter's {Nreaching  alone  that  makes  him  a  blessing  to  any 
place.  It  is  his  walk  and  conversation,  holy,  himaUe, 
self-denied.  For  without  these,  if  he  should  preach 
like  an  angel,  he  will  not  edify  or  do  much  good ;  es- 
pedaUy  if  he  be  found  to  be  of  a  worldly,  factious,  de- 
signing temper. 

August  13.  Going  this  day  for  Glasgow.  Meeting 
in  the  evening  with  some  of  my  good  friends,  old 
Stirling  acquaintances,  who  kept  me  too  late.  Next 
day  I  waited  on  the  Duke  of  Montrose.  Dined  with 
him;  he  was  very  kind^and  civil.  Staid  late  and 
supped  with  him.  At  my  coming  away  next  morn- 
ing, my  kind  friends  intended  to  give  me  a  public 
convoy,  but  I  slipt  off  very  early,  and  shimned  it,  for 
I  do  not  like  panule  and  show. 

August  88.  Hearing  the  agreeable  news  of  the 
great  victory  Prince  Eugene  has  got  over  the  Turks. 
Lord,  turn  it  to  thy  glory.  Thou  art  dashing  the 
potsherds  of  the  eailli  together — ihid  Turk  against 
Antichrist  May  it  prepare  a  way  for  spreading  the 
truth — ^for  the  kingdoms  of  the  earth  to  become  the 
kingdoms  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Dry  up  Euph- 
rates, and  make  a  path  for  the  Kings  of  the  East 
Make  an  inroad  by  the  glorious  light  of  tlie  gospel 
into  Satan's  kingdom — ^into  Mahomet's  and  Anti- 
christ's kingdoms.  Let  the  Captain  of  our  Salvation 
ride  prosperously,  his  sword  girt  upon  his  thigh,  go- 
ing forth  conquering  and  to  conquer^  May  all  the 
kings  of  the  earth  pay  him  homage,  till  the  uttermost 
ends  of  the  eatth  be  given  him  for  a  possession,  and 
the  islands  receive  liis  law.     Amen. 

September  12.     This  is  a  day  I  ought  not  to  forget ; 
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one  of  the  great  Ebenezer's  of  my  life^ — ^the  siege  of 
Lisle.  God  delivered  and  honoured  me ;  he  wounded 
and  healed  me.  He  gave  his  angels  charge  over  me 
in  that  night — a  n%ht  much  to  be  remembered  by  me, 
when  heaven  and  earth  seemed  to  mix, — ^thunder  and 
lightning  from  above, — cannons,  bombs,  and  fire- 
arms round  about  But  my  mind  was  staid  on  this 
promise,  Isaiah  xliii.  2.  When  thou  ukdke^  through  the 
fire  thou  shdtt  not  be  burnt,  ifc. 

December  19.  I  was  called  to  a  meetipg  of  the  Ses- 
sion, Council,  Deacons,  &c.  about  calling  a  minister. 
As  I  had  reason  to  think  there  had  been  some  under- 
hand work,  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  dischai^e  my 
conscience,  and  spoke  to  this  effect  s— *- 

My  L0Ri>)  (the  Provost  being  preses,)  while  we  have 
this  matter  entire  before  us,  and  before  we  be  much, 
dipt  into  it,  I  would  beg,  as  a  well-wisher  to  the  town 
of  Stirling,  to  give  my  humble  opinion  and  advice  in 
a  general  way.  All  of  us  that  are  concerned  in  it, 
ought  to  lay  by  all  prejudice, — all  wrong  bias  and  ill 
humour,  and  cordially  join  together  in  calling  a  faith- 
ful Gospel  Minister,  who  may  feed  us  in  the  int^ity 
of  his  heart, — a  man  of  a  peaeeable  temper,  free  of  all 
party-6pirity<— a  man  who  has  no  other  design  upon  us, 
but  to  lead  us  to  Christ.  And  it  is  much  the  interest 
of  this  town^  at  this  time  when  people  are  so  ready  to 
be  led  into  parties,  to  have  a  man  of  a  healing  quiet 
tempa*,  in  a  word,  a  man  that  can  say,  This  is  our  re- 
joicing,  even  the  testimony  (^our  conscience,  Adt  in  sim- 
plicity  and  godiy  sincerity,  nU  unth  fleshly  unsdom,  byt 
by  the  grace  of  God,  we  have  had  our  conversation  among 
you.  I  shall  venture  to  say  that  the  gospel  never  did 
thrive,  and  never  will,  in  the  hands  of  a  party  mina&tffit^ 
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As  to  the  gift  <tf  preaching,  I  look  upon  that  to  be  but 
a  part  of  his  qualifications.  We  ought  to  consicler  his 
conduct  and  conversation  also.  For  a  minister  may 
preach  like  Paul  himself,  and  by  his  conduct  destsoy 
more  than  he  builds  up.  It  was  asked,  that  I  should 
explain  myself,  if  I  had  any  insinuations;  that  the 
minister  they  were  seeking  was  not  such  a  man.  I 
said  I  had  no  insinuations,  only  I  thought  we  should 
be  very  cautious  and  wary  to  choose  such  a  man  as  I 
had  described. 

(1718,)  Jtmuary  14«  Hearing  sermon  on  the  ocoar- 
sion  of  moderating  a  call  for  our  minister.  I  came  to 
church  with  a  peaceable,  calm  temper,  to  go  along 
with  the  call,  though  I  have  been  passive  all  the 
while.  I  complained,  however,  that  I  had  but  little 
iq^rtunity  of  being  acquainted  with  Mr.  ML  I  had 
heard  him  preach,  but  knew  little  either  as  to  his 

prudentiBl  qualifications,  to  say  whethei' 


he  be  fit  for  tUs  phu5e  or  not}  and  the  town  of  Stir- 
ling know  as  little.  In  a  matter  of  this  sort,  every 
man  should  be  fully  persuaded  in  his  own  mind,  to 
give  his  vote  with  knowledge,  uadttvtanding,  and 
judgment.  However  he  got  a  very  harmonioiis  «uid 
unimimous  calL  I  thought  it  better  to  shew  the 
meekness  of  a  Christian  temper,  and  signed  tlie  call 
with  the  Session.  I  hope  it  is  a  good  choice,  though 
rashly  gone  into  by  many ;  and  I  heartly  pray  God, 
he  may  prove  a  blessing  to  this  pku^e,  and  to  myself 
in  particular.  Being  appoioHed  by  the  Session,  I 
waited  on  the  Presbytery  to  desire  tibeir  concuirrence^ 
I  said  nothing  to  them  about  my  own  opinion.  I  did 
not  think  it  proper,  being  there  as  the  mouth  of  Ae 
Session. 
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J(muary23.  Thbdayyifdtedbysome  yauiigpeo{ile 
from  Edinburgh.  We  had  coarse,  rambling  conver- 
flatidn,  very  unsuitable  and  unprofitable.  I  like  mirth 
and  diversion,  but  I  hate  gross,  unpolished  talk.  One 
foolish  or  vicious  person  in  a  company,  will  put  the 
conversation  more  out  of  order,  than  a  dozen  of  polite 
people  will  put  it  right  The  way  of  sin  is  easy  and 
natural  to  the  corrupt  heart;  the  way  of  virtue  and 
piety  is  harsh  and  severe  to  ii  Lord  pardon,  and 
cleanse  from  the  filth  contracted  in  such  society.  It 
could  not  be  helped,  but  it  is  a  mercy  I  am  not  tied 
to  them. 

.  Jamuxry  25.  Yesterday  we  had  a  marriage.  There 
was  much  mirth  and  gay  conversation.  We  had 
music,  and  the  young  people  dancing*  I  think  these 
amusements  very  allowable  on  such  occamons,  while 
they  are  kept  within  the  bounds  of  decency.  My  own 
temper  is  cheerful,  but  not  frolicsome.  The  diverrion, 
Us  usual,  continued  till  late;  and  this  day  was  also 
spent  in  mirth  and  jovial  conversation.  I  stole  fit>m 
the  company  in  the  intiNrvals  to  recollect  myself,  for  I 
cannot  long  b^ar  too  Hght  conversation,  or  too  great 
jollity;  Being  Saturday,  we  dismissed  the  music 
iBarly,  and  had  family  exercise* 

Fdn^uarp  1.  The  day  spent  quietly ;  but  we  supped 
abroad  at  night,  which  is  the  first  time  we  have  done 
so,  I  think  these  four  years^  since  we  came  to  Stirling. 
t  do  not  like  the  practice ;  for  it  puts  my  family  out 
of  order,  and  unfits  us  foi"  private  duty. 

Tlfese  extracts  make  it  appear  with  what  regularity 
and  habitual  reverence  he  was  accust<mied  to  maintain 
his  intercourse  with  the  Father  of  Spirits.  Amidst 
the  ceremonious  cares  of  hospitality^  or  tbs^  Vfs^MMi^  ^ 
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pablio  company,  he  could  steal  a  moment  to  oflEer  up 
a  pious  thought,  and  rally  his  scattered  meditations. 
Family  devotion  was  a  part  of  religion  which  lie  cul- 
tivated at  all  times,  and  under  all  circumstances  in  his 
own  house.  He  acted  at  once  as  the  priest  and  the 
father  of  his  fiemuly.  Whether  alone  or  in  company, 
(and  he  was  seldom  without  visitors,)  this  duty  was 
never  neglected.  When  he  officiated  himself,  he 
usually  read  a  sermon ;  if  a  clergyman  happened  to 
be  present,  he  was  requested  to  offer  prayers,  which 
were  sometimes  preceded  by  an  extempore  lecture 
on  some  passage  of  Scripture. 

Febnuxry  18.  This  day  I  was  betrayed  into  a  fit 
of  passion,  for  which  I  do  not  justify  myself,  though 
I  had  th6  right  on  my  side.  It  was  at  my  servants, 
who  were  colluding  together  with  lies  to  deceive  me, 
which  I  discovered,  and  could  iiot  bear,  but  gave  them 
a  sharp  rebuke  as  they  deserved.  O  Lord,'  pardon 
wherein  I  exceeded,  for  the  wrath  of  man  worketh 
ilot  the  righteousness  of  Grod.  There  is  too  nnich 
self  even  in  our  anger,  and  our  zeal  against  sin.  We 
know  not  what  spirit  we  are  of;  there  is  much  fuel 
within,  which  would  soon  break  out  if  left  to  our^ 
selves.  Every  one  of  us  carries  about  with  him,  as  it 
were,  a  barrel  of  gun-powder,  and  a  lighted  mat<!ih  to 
kindle  it. 

March  15.  Busy  all  the  forenoon,  and  tjroubled 
about  rectifying  disorders  and  abuses  in  the  garrison, 
whereby  it  is  likely  I  will  get  the  character  of  bring 
Severe.  But  I  see  men  will  not  do  their  duty  "with- 
out  discipline  and  authority.  Lord,  do  thou  direct 
me  to  do  my  duty,  and  carry  aright,  avoiding  alt 
extremes* 
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April  1.  Being  appointed  a  member  to  the  Synod 
of  Glasgow  and  Ayr,  I  took  journey  yesterday  and 
came  to  the  Synod  at  Ayr.  I  observed  a  stiff  and 
fiery  spirit  got  in  among  them.  Lord,  rebuke  their 
spirit ;  heal  our  distempers  and  plagues ;  restore  the 
spirit  of  love,  charity,  and  meekness. 

April  2.  There  was  sad  work  this  day  in  the 
Synod.  Mr.  Anderson  gave  in  a  violent  libel  against 
.  the  ministers  of  Glasgow.*  There  was  much  wrangling 
and  contention  on  both  sides.  A  healing  overture 
was  proposed,  but  it  displeased  both  parties,  and  both 
protested.  Next  day  we  could  not  come  to  an  agree*- 
ment,  and  nothing  but  voting  could  bring  the  matter 
to  a  decision.     When  my  opinion  was  asked,  I  said. 

Moderator, — I  have  not  inclined  to  speak  upon 
this  subject  all  this  while ;  now  I  shall  give  my  mind 
freely  upon  the  whole.  This  debate  is  between  two 
parties,  which  I  am  sorry  should  be  contending  parties^ 
and  which  should  never  be  at  variance,  viz^  the  mi* 
nisters  and  the  people  of  a  city.  I  see  the  business 
has  been  managed  on  both  sides  with  much  cross,  ill 
humour.  Both  have  committed  &ults ;  a  great  fer- 
ment has  been  raised,  and  a  great  fire  kindled.     It  is 

*  Mr.  Anderson  was  minister  at  Dumbarton,  and  figured  much  in 
the  controversies  of  his  time.  He  wrote  with  great  virulence  against 
Prelacy  and  the  Liturgy ;  and  was  answered  with  equal  scurrility  by 
Mr.  Calder,  an  Episcopal  minister  in  Edinburgh.  His  call  to  Glas- 
gow  was  favoured  by  many  of  the  citizens  and  burgesses,  but  oppoaed 
by  tiie  clergy  and  Universi^ ;  and  it  was  in  answer  to  their  complaints 
against  him  that  he  appeared  at  the  Synod  of  Ayr.  One  of  his  op- 
ponents observed,  "  Why  should  the  peace  of  the  Churc|i  be  broken 
by  one  man?  Let  Jonah  be  thrown  into  the  deep,  and  the  stomi  shall 
be  calm."—**  No,'*  replied  another,  **  let  him  rather  be  sent  to  th^ 
cU^  to  preach  repentance."— ric/.  PamphleU  on  the  Su^ed, 
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not  now  so  much  our  business  to  ask  bow  it  bas  been 
raised  and  fanned,  as  to  lend  a  charitable  band  to  allay 
and  extinguish  it.  So  the  question  comes,  in  short, 
to  this,  Whether  it  will  be  more  for  the  glory  of  Gk>d, 
the  peace,  imity,  and  comfort  of  the  town  of  Glasgow, 
to  translate  Mr.  Anderson  there  ?  I  humbly  think  it 
will  not ;  for.  Moderator,  how  fit  soever  Mr.  Anderson 
may  have  been  before,  and  at  the  call,  to  be  a  miffiiffter 
there,  and  I  shall  not  question  his  fitness  then  $  ye( 
now  as  the  case  stands,  I  think  there  is  not  a  man  ia 
Scotland  moire  unfit  to  be  a  minister  in  61a^;ow  than 
he.  He  is  disqualifii^  by  his  peculiar  circumstances ; 
ibr,  being  the  occasion  of  so  much  division,  and  the 
bone  of  contenticm  there,  is  there  any  chance,  aigr 
likelihood,  that  he  will  ever  be  the  cement  of  union  ? 
It  must  be  a  strong  faith  that  can  believe  it* 

And,  Moderator,  his  conduct  in  all  this  affidr  gvFss 
us  no  reason  to  think  that  he  will  ever  become  a  bond 
of  unity.  For  at  the  b^^ning  of  the  aflSur  when  hs 
got  his  call,  and  saw  a  division  arising  about  him,  he 
had  acted  with  a  Christian  spirit  if  he  had  eomo  cr 
written  to  the  magistrates,  Gentlehen, — ^I  thank  yoa 
for  the  honour  you  have  done  me,  in  calling  me  to  be 
one  of  your  ministers,  but  I  will  not  sow  dissensions 
among  you,  I  desire  you  to  drop  it.  But  insteadof 
this,  he  sits  within  ten  miles  of  Glaegow,  and  fans, 
and  throws  fuel  into  the  flame ;  I  mean  his  letter  to 
the  parish.  Moderator,  wherein,  if  I  have  any  know- 
ledge of  religion,  there  is  nothing  written  of  a  Chris- 
tian temper,  or  a  Gospel  spirit,  I  see  little  else  but 
banter,  satyr,  and  burlesque.  Moderator,  my  humble 
opinion  is  this :  This  Reverend  Synod  is  the  common 
father  bodi  of  the  mimsters  and  the  people  of  Glasgow, 
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I  think  you  should  give  them  your  charitable  advice^ 
and  tell  them  freely. — Gentlemen,  your  minds  are 
heated;  in  your  present  ferment  you  are  not  fit  to 
choose  a  minister.  A  man  in  a  fever  is  not  fit  to 
choose  what  is  good  for  him.  Tell  them  to  lay  down 
these  irascible  passions  of  anger,  malice,  envy,  back- 
biting, &c,  and  let  their  spirits  cool,  and  then  let 
them  join  heart  and  hand  together,  and  choose  a  ^tb- 
iul,  pious,  peaceable,  gospel  minister ;  a  man  fer  from 
partyHBprit,  for  I  will  venture  to  say,  the  gospel  never 
did,  and  never  will  thrive  in  the  hands  of  a  party-man. 
Advise  them  to  choose  a  man  who  has  no  other  end 
in  view,  but  to  lead  them  to  Christ ;  in  a  watd^  a  man 
that  can  say  on  his  admission^  I  determine  to  know  no- 
M$ig  among  you  mve  Jesus  Christ  4md  him  trucified  : 
and  at  the  close  of  his  nunistry  con  say  with  the 
jd^postle,  This  is  our  refoicingj  even  the  testimony  of  our 
cansdenoey  that  in  simpUcitg  mid  godly  sincerity^  not 
with  fleshly  wisdom^  but  by  the  grace  of  God  we  have 
had  our  comserMOition  among  you*  And,  Moderatoor^  if 
they  will  choose  such  a  man,  assure  them  in  yont 
Master^s  name,  that  they  shall  have  the  blessing  <^ 
Ood  with  him,  they  shall  have  peace,  unity,  and  hap- 
piness with  him ;  and  if  they  do  not  choose  such, 
they  can  expect  nothing  but  strife  and  ccmtentkm; 
and  I  cannot  but  say,  as  the  case  now  stands,  and 
from  the  debates  I  have  ksard,  that  the  translating  of 
Mr.  Anderson  to  Glasgow  must  be  productive  of  the 
worst  consequences.  For  these  reasons  I  am  agamst 
his  translation. 

It  was  carried  in  the  affirmative  by  agreat  majority, 
though  it  is  not  l&ely  that  he  who  so  virulently 
ttbdled  the  ministers  of  Glasgow,  will  be  fit  to  be  a 
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coUeagiM  with  them.     I  left  Ayr,  and  retumed  home 
to  Stirling. 

April  28.  This  has  been  a  remarkable  day  to  me ; 
a  merciful  deliverance.  Returning  with  some  friends 
from  a  marriage-visit  in  the  country,  my  horstf  threw 
me  at  a  place  where  there  was  an  Dl  step.  All  my 
&ee  was  sadly  bruised  and  cut,  but  no  bones  broken. 
I  was  taken  up  senseless  and  carried  into  a  house. 
There  was  much  mercy  in  all  this,  for  when  my  horse 
threw  me,  my  foot  stuck  in  the  stirrup ;  and  thoogfa 
my  horse  be  very  hot  and  fiery,  yet  he  stood  still  tiU 
a  servant  came  up  and  helped  me.  But  they  tell  me 
that  the  horse  was  vicious,  and  offered  to  strike  atme 
when  I  was  lying  on  the  ground.  There  ia  a  great 
cut  just  beneath  my  eye,  but  the  sight  is  mercifiilly 
preserved.  I  got  a  surgeon  immediately,  who  took 
care  of  me ;  and  next  day  got  home  in  a  chajse  to 
Stirling.  It  was  the  beginning  of  June  before  I  got 
completely  recovered. 

June  15.  Sabbath.  Serious  in  hearing.  We  have 
four  exercises  here  on  the  Sabbath,  and  we  had  four 
different  ministers ;  some  expressing  things  one.  way, 
some  another,  yea,  in  seeming  opposition  to  each  other. 
These  views,  I  confess,  stumble  me.  Some  that  are 
called  legal  preachers,  are  blamed  for  leaning  too 
much  to  the  Arminian  side;  while  others  that  call 
themselves  evangelical,  perhaps  go  too  far  to  the  Anti- 
nomian  side.  Lord,  teach  me  thyself,  for  I  dare  not 
trust  implicitly  to  any  man.  Lead  me  in  the  way  I 
should  go.  The  righteousness  of  Christ  is  the  only 
foimdation ;  it  is  through  his  strength  alone  that  we 
can  do  any  thing;  but  yet  I  would  have  the  neoesaity 
of  these  duties  pressed,  Crt/ic\fp  the  fleshy  Mbrt^ff  yom 
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members^  Pluck  out  the  right  eye,  8fc.  These  are  all 
spoken  imperatively,  and  not  in  a  passive  style, 
Let  your  lusts  be  mortified,  Sfc  In  sliort|.  I  would 
have  us  as  active  and  diligent  in  mortifying  our  lusts 
as  if  we  could  do  it  ourselves,  and  as  if  heaven  were 
to  be  gained  by  it ;  and  yet  at  the  same  time  to  be<» 
lieve  that  it  is  Christ  must  work  in  us  both  to  will 
and  to  do;  and  that  we  cannot  mortily  one  vain 
thought  of  ourselves ;  it  is  the  spirit  of  God  and  the 
power  of  his  grace  must  do  it ;  and  to  confess  when 
we  have  done  all  we  are  but  improfitaUe  servan,t8. 
It  is  hard^  I  know,  to  do  duties  and  not  to  rest  some 
little  upon  them ;  but  I  desire  to  throw  all  away  as 
to  justification  and  acceptance,  which  must  come 
tiirough  the  righteousness  of  Christ  alone.  In  the 
evening  the  whole  congr^ation .  were  disobliged  by 
fitting  up  a  young  preapher.  Help  us  all  to  take 
the  beam  out  of  our  own  eye,  and  to  look  more  into 
our  own  breasts,  and  we  wiU  be  the  more  gentle  to 
the  faults  and  Mlings  of  others.       j 

July  15.  Busy  all  day  prepaying  fi^r  a  vi/sit  from 
the  Lord  Rothes,  Governor  of  the  Castle,  and  other 
great  company,  I  rode  out  in  the  afternoon  and  met 
him  near  Alloa,  but  came  home  before  him  that  I 
might  receive  him  at  the  Castle  with  aU  the  hcmours. 
We  had  much  company  supping,  and  sat  pretty  late, 
but  I  hope  without  offence,  though  I  will  not  justify 
myself.  Next  day  we  reviewed  the  gandspiif  and  after 
dinner  rode  to.  Sheriff-muir.  I  had  a  distinct  view 
and  idea  of  the  battle  from  my  Lord,  who  was  jH*esei|t 
and  behaved  very  gallantly.  Not  unto  us,  but  unto 
Thee  be  the  glory  of  the  day.  The  pijde  of  man  was 
stained  on  both  sides*. 
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July  2S.    This  day  our  firiends  left  us. 

September  SO.  This  day  toayellmg  to  Leslie  to  visit 
Lord  Rothee.  Serene  temper ;  for  I  am  never  in  a 
better  frame  than  when  riding.  We  came  there  te 
dinner ;  cheerful  company,  and  in  the  evening  went 
out  to  diversion.  I  was  invited  at  night  to  play,  bot 
shmmed  it  Next  day  we  qpent  the  forenoon  in  the 
bowling-green.  In  the  evening  when  the  company 
went  to  (day,  I  got  a  book  and  read  beside  them. 

Octiober  8.  Tlus  was  a  very  bad  dayy  which  kqpt 
us  within  doors.  We  were  sufficiently  diverted  by 
music.  In  the  evening  when  the  company  went  to 
play,  I  was  more  tempted  than  before,  but  got  it 
shififced,  and  took  a  book  and  read  till  supper.  Wesat 
late  as  usual,  but  little  drinking.  This  is  rather  an 
irregular  way  of  living,  and  no  £riend  to  religion.  I 
met  with  great  kindness  and  civility.  It  is  thou,  t) 
Lord,  who  givest  me  fiivour  in  the  sight  of  any  man. 
Ookber  IS.  At  home  writing  letters ;  but  perhaps 
shewing  too  much  teelli  in  them.  I  should  not  be 
severe  to  others  faults,  as  knowing  I  have  many  of 
my  own.  But  I  desire  to  have  no  resentment  in  my 
heart,  though  I  do  express  myself  sharply  to  correct 
their  faults.    Lord,  give  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit. 

November  30.  Sabbath.  Serious  in  hearing,  and 
desiring  to  be  purged  of  all  prejudices.  Yet,  alas ! 
pestered  with  impertinent  thoughts,  though  serious 
between  hands.  ACnisters  have  learned  me  now  to 
jbear  with  atsritical  ear,  sifting  and  examining  every 
thing  I  hear,  perhaps  too  nicely ;  for  now  there  are 
new  ]^ans  and  new  schemes ;  but  I  am  for  the  good 
old  way.  Many  study  vanity  and  applause,  with  a 
Pharisaical  Stand  by  ^  I  am  holi&r  than  thou.  Loc4, 
tedch  me  what  is  xigldt. 


CHAP.  XX.         MISCELLANEOUS  EXTRACTS.  60S 

December  13»  Bode  out  upon  an  express  firom  my 
Lord  Rothes,  to  dine  with  him  and  others  at  a  gen- 
tleman's house.  There  was  cheerful  company  and 
diversion  in  the  evening.  I  was  only  a  spectaiaor ; 
but  though  I  appear  grave  and  sober  on  these  occ»- 
sions,  my  heart  tells  me  I  am  in  as  great  dangmr  of 
temptation  as  any  of  them.  We  sat  late,  but  inno- 
cent diverting  conversation,  and  no  insobriety.  My 
advice  was  asked  about  certain  affidrs,  which  I  gave. 
Lord,  thou  orderest  all  well  that  concerns  me. 

'  AprU  22.  Visiting  and  using  freedom  in  telling 
my  mind  freely  to  a  minister  in  some  points  c^  doc- 
trine and  practice.  I  desire  to  be  alwayannder  deep 
impressions,  that  it  is  only  by  grace  I  stand ;  and  that 
without  it  I  can  do  nothing ;  and  that  it  is  in  Christ 
alone,  and  by  his  righteousness  that  I  can  be  accepted. 
None  in  the  world  have  more  reason  to  exalt  free 
grace  than  I  have,  or  to  be  more  humble. 

(1719,)  January  1.  Lord,  give  me  grace  to  spend 
my  time  better  now  that  I  am  descending  into  the 
vale  of  years.  Teach  me  to  number  my  days  that  I 
may  apply  my  heart  to  wisdom.  I  have  not  been 
faithful  as  I  should  have  been,  in  witnessing  against 
sin.  Lord,  pardon  and  give  me  more  zeal  for  thy 
service.  On  this  occasion  I  desire  to  take  shame,  and 
be  humbled  before  thee,  and  flee  to  the  covert  of 
blood.  Help  me  to  employ  Christ  freely,  and  to  re- 
joice in  pardoning  mercy. 

Jammry  16,  Agreeably  diverted  all  day,  getting 
home  a  parcel  of  fine  books,  maps,  globes,  &c.  We 
are  apt  to  exceed  in  every  thing ;  I  was  new-fangled 
about  them,  and  spent  two  or  three  days  among 
them.  X  reckon  it  one  pf  the  most  innocent  amuser 
jn^ntSf 
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jfyril  18.  Getting  another  alarm  about  the  inva- 
flftOD)  and  that  it  is  likely  to  fall  upon  na.  If  thou, 
Lord,  plead  not  a  controversy  with  ua,  we  need  not 
fear  enemies.  It  is  our  sins  and  jHrovocationB  tliat 
should  make  ua  tremble.  Busily  employed  in  the 
Castle  ordering  things  for  our  defence.  But,  alaa  I 
what  signifies  all  this  if  the  Lord  watch  not  the  gar- 
rison. K  he  appoint  salvation  for  walls  and  bulwarioB 
to  us,  we  need  not  fear  the  whole  Spanish  army. 

This  projected  invasion  was  another  continental 
sdieme  in  favour  of  the  Pretender.  It  was  headed  by 
the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  set  sail  from  Cadia  vrith 
an  armament  of  ten  ships  of  war,  having  on  board 
6000  r^ular  troops,  and  arms  for  12,000  more.  The 
King  was  apprised  of  these  preparations  against  bis 
crown  and  government,  by  the  Duke  of  Orleans^ 
Regent  of  France^  who  offered  him  at  the  same  time 
twenty  battalions  for  his  service.  Additional  forces 
were  raised  at  home,  and  foreign  auxiliaries  called  in 
from  abroad ;  2000  men  were  brought  from  Holland, 
and  six  battalions  from  the  Austrian  Netherlands. 
Ormond's  expedition  suffered  the  fate  of  the  Invincible 
Armada.  The  fleet  was  entirely  dispersed  by  a  vio- 
lent storm  off  Cape  Finisterre,  exc^t  three  frigates 
which  landed  in  Scotland  with  about  300  Spaniards, 
under  die  Earls  Marshal,  Seaforth,  and  other  Jacobite 
Chiefs.  They  were  joined  by  a  small  body  of  dis- 
affected Highlanders,  and  took  possession  of  some 
fortresses.  But  they  were  soon  routed  by  General 
Wightman  at  the  Pass  of  Glenshiel ;  the  Highlanders 
dispersing  to  their  hills,  and  the  Spaniards  surrender- 
ing themselves  prisoners  of  war. 

Jlpril  24.    Gretting  the  good  news  this  day  of  our 
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enemies  being  scattered.  Providence  has  loDg  ap- 
peared in  a  signal  manner  for  us,  disappointing  the 
plots  of  designing  men ;  and  does  more  for  us  than  we 
can  do  for  ourselves.  O  that  his  goodness  might  lead 
us  to  repentance.  Help  us  to  lopk  to  thee,  to  take 
refuge  imder  Ihie  shadow  of  thy  wings. 

Jpril  29.  This  day  set  apart  for  fasting  and  hu- 
miliation. We  go  about  the  outward  duty,  but,  ajas ! 
there  is  little  of  Ihie  spirit  of  repentance  in  us.  It  is 
not  the  bowing  down  our  heads  as  a  bulrush  for  a 
day,  but  a  confessing  and  forsaking  of  sin,  every  one 
smiting  upon  his  breast^  and  saying.  What  have  I 
done  ?  It  is  only  a  day  of  thy  powei?  that  ci^i  do  this. 
Lord,  melt  down  our  hard  l^efqis,  and  fiD  them  with 
evangelical  sorrow,  that  we  may  look  upon  him  whonk 
we  have  pierced,  a|id  mourn.  Pour  out  the  spirit  <^ 
grace  and  supplicatiou  upon  all  people.  This  would 
be  a  stronger  defence  against  our  enemies  than  wea- 
pons of  war  or  the  strength  of  rocks.  We  have  got  a 
further  confirmation  of  the  dispersion  of  the  Spanish 
fleet.  Tlhou  breahest  the  ships  of  Taxshish  tvith  thy 
east  wmd;  thou  jfuttest  a  hook  in  thfiir  nostrils  and 
tamest  them  by  the  way  they  came^;  and  we  have  no 
more  to  do  but  to  be  still,  and  know  that  thou  art 
God.  Be  thou  exalted  apiong  the  heathen ;  be  thou 
exalted  in  all  tiie  earthy 

Jirne  4,  We  have  got  a  detachment  of  foreigners 
in  the  Castle.  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Swiss  Colond  in 
the  morning.     They  are  a  very  civil  people. 

June  17.  We  have  got  the  news  of  a  victory  in  the 
North  (at  Gleoshiel.)  O,  we  adinire  the  goodness  of 
God  who  deals  so  mercifully  with  a  wicked  unthank- 
fiil  generation — ^who  compasses  us  about  with  deliver- 
ance when  we  might  expect  wTai1i\i  vxA  y;M5i2gcci^si:ft.* 
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Jiify  26.  Sabbath.  At  nigfat  the  minister  and  good 
company  rapfrii^  with  us*.  Alas !  the  heat  are  bat 
men.  There  was  oroes  humour  and  resentment  break- 
ing out  in  one,  who,  I  dare  say,  has  much  grace,  yet 
he  was  not  sensible  of  it.  Corruption  shewing  itself 
strong ;  even  these  very  failings  he  was  ridicnling  and 
running  down  in  another,  were  just  his  own,  which 
every  body  but  himself  saw  plainly  to  be  his  own 
predominants ;  and  yet  he  is  a  clear-sighted  man  in 
every  thing  else.  O,  what  is  man  !  no  wonder  we 
weak  confused  Christians  know  not  ourselves,  nor  see 
our  own  failings,  when  wise  men  are  so  ignorant  of 
thdrs.     All  flesh  is  grass. 

Ockber  8.  Rode  out  in  the  morning  to  pay  a  visit 
in  the  country.  The  gentleman  not  beii^  at  homey  I 
went  two  miles  iarther,  and  there  met  with  a  provi- 
dence that  aflbcted  me  very  much ;  an  acquaintance 
^  mine  seemingly  dying,  both  to  her  own  and  others 
apprehension.  Yet  she  was  in  the  greatest  serenity 
and  composure,  yea,  spiritual  rapture,  rejoicing  to  die, 
and  sorry  to  live.  I  staid  some  hours  with  her,  and 
jmned  in  conversation,  confirming  her  in  that  frame 
of  joy,  believing  it  to  be  well-founded,  and  prayed 
with  her.  I  came  away  both  melancholy  and  joyful 
upon  different  accounts.  There  was  company  with 
us  at  night,  and  perhaps  I  went  too  far  in  holdhig  out 
the  tilings  I  had  seen  through  the  day,  to  'some  that 
may  be  vrexe  strangers  to  religion.  I  am  weak,  Loid 
pardon. 

November  S,  This  is  a  new  charge  laid  on  me,  a 
Justice  of  the  Peace.  Lord,  give  grace  to  discbarge 
the  duties  of  it,  singly  with  an  eye  to  thy  glory,  the 
suppression  of  vicC)  and  encouragement  of  yirtue^  &c, 
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Every  post  has  its  duties  and  burdens*  Lord^  keep 
xne  from  the  snares  there  may  be  in  it.  Tbouknowest 
I  had  ^ther  want  the  honour  than  be  eiqposed  to  the 
mares  of  any  post.  Give  grace  to  act  so  as  I  may 
bave  the  Divine  approbation  and  the  testimony  <^  a 
good  conscience.  I  have  again  qualified  by  taldng  the 
oaths  of  abjuration  and  of  all^iance,  &c«  I  desire  to 
swear  in  the  integrity  of  my  heart,  bdbg  satisfied  of 
the  lawfulness  <^  them.    Lord,  give  grace  to  perfonn. 

Decmnber  31.  I  bless  thee,  O  Lord,  for  another 
year.  The  mercies  of  this  year,  as  of  all  I  have  gone 
through,  are  great,  yea,  innumerable*  A  peaoeaUe 
and  quiet  habitaticm,  goodness  and  mercy  following 
me  all  my  days.  O  that  thou  wouldest  quicken  and 
revive  me,  and  give  supplies  of  grace  as  thou  doeet  of 
all  outward  comforts.  Well  may  I  at  the  end  of 
tiiis  year  as  of  the  rest  say,  HUkerto  the  Lord  has 
helped. 

(1720,)  Jcmuofy  8,  There  is  an  order  come  down 
to  put  the  laws  in  execution  against  ministers  that  do 
not  qualify  by  taking  the  Abjuration  oath.  I^ord, 
turn  all  to  thy  honour  and  glory;  give  light  andooun-' 
sel.  If  they  be  upright  and  single  in  the  matter,  and 
have  nothing  but  the  glory  of  God  before  thrir  eyes, 
tibe  better  for  them ;  if  otherwise,  so  much  the  w<nM, 
both  for  us  and  them.  For  my  part  J  seq  nothing  in 
the  oath  now,  but  what  every  Presbyterian  ought  to 
take  cheerfully— every  Protestant,  and  every  Revolu- 
tion man ;  for  it  is  now  a  plain  oath,  swearing  alle- 
giance to  the  best  of  Kings,  and  abjuring  the  restless 
Pretender.  Finding  s<nne  of  the  ministers  refuse,  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  go  down  and  speak  my  mind 
irediy  to  them  abopt  ^  liialter.    I  first  offwed  my 
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flervices  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  to  our  ministery  to 
qualify  him  in  case  he  would  yet  come  in ;  thai  I 
spoke  to  him  as  an  Elder,  to  put  his  ministry — the 
charge  of  so  many  thousand  souls-Huid  the  flock  over 
which  the  Holy  Ghost  had  made  him  overseer,  in  one 
balance ;  and  to  piit  his  metaphysical  objections  in  the 
other,  and  see  which  has  most  weight ;  and  if  he  could 
appeal  to  his  Master  that  this  is  a  righteous  cauae-^ 
that  he  dare  not,  in  conscience,  swear  allegiance  to  a 
Protestant  Prince— and  dare  not  abjurea  Popish  Pre* 
tender,  and  if  he  could  lay  the  stress  of  his  suflPering 
and  his  ministry  on  that  point.  Lord,  send  f<»th  thy 
truth  to  lead  and  guide  us,  and  in  that  purest  light  oi 
thine,  let  us  clearly  see  light. 

Januarp  20.  This  day  our  minister  and  anothm: 
tipclke  to  me  from  the  brethren  who  scrujded  to  swear, 
desiring  that  I  would  write  in  their  favour  to  the 
Duke  of  Roxburgh,  &c.  which  I  readily  consented  to 
do.  Then  we  fell  into  debate  about  the  oath ;  I  was 
perhaps  too  harsh,  yet  I  thought  myself  obliged  in 
duty  to  speak  freely,  and  to  teV  them  that  they  were 
strengthening  the  faiinds  of  tb^  J^^bites,  and  weaken- 
ing the  hands,  of  the  wdl-^tff^cted. 

Aprii  4.  Busied  all  day  about  money  concerns. 
Gettmg  more  of  the  world  into  my  hands.  O  Lord, 
guide  and  direct.  I  believe  it  is  thy  blessing  aJsme 
that  makes  rich;  give  me  a  token  for  good,  that  thou 
wilt  add  no  sorrow  with  it.  Tske  my  heart  oflp  the 
world,  and  keep,  the  world  out  of  lyiy  heart.  It  was 
Providence  brought  this  occasion  in  my  way ;  I  de- 
sire not  to  be  ricb.  Lord  dispose  of  pie,,  and  what 
thou  givest  me,  for  thy  glpry,  and  mj  own  good.  I 
am  but  a  chamberlai9,  a  trustee ;  pass  it  thresh  my 
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hands,  to  whom  thou  pleasest  to  give  it.  Enlarge  my 
heart,  as  thou  enkrgest  my  estate ;  fill  it  with  love  to 
thee,  and  charity  to  thine, — ^thepoor^ — ^the  widow,  and 
the  &therless«  I  would  follow  Jacob's  example  and 
vow.  Gen.  xxviiL  20 — 22,  J  have  good  reason ;  for 
the  Lord  has  been  with  me,  and  kept  me  in  all  the 
way  I  have  gone — through  battles,  sieges,  and  dangers 
these  thirty  years  by-gone*  He  has  given  me  not 
only  bread  and  raiment,  but  riches  and  honours  iii 
abundance.  He  has  brought  me  again  to  my  father's 
land  in  peace.  He  has  enlarged  my  steps,  and  set 
my  feet  upon  a  rock.  I  desire  then  to  say  with  the 
patriarch  Jacob,  The  Lard  hff^  hem  my  God;  and  of 
aU  Hum  hast  given  me,  I  wUl  surely  give  the  tenth  unto 
thee. 

July  3.  Sabbath ;  heard  a  yoimg  man  preach.  I 
do  not  like  this  new  fashion  of  preaching.  I  like  a 
good  style  of  language ;  but  I  would  have  a  sermon 
take  me  by  the  heart,  and  not  by  the  ears. 

July  26.  Went  to  Edinburgh  to  wait  on  the  Duke 
of  Roxburgh.  Came  in  safe  in  the  evening.  There 
is  something  in  a  great  town  that  destroys  that  sere- 
nity of  mind  that  oqo  has  in  the  country.  Here  all 
are  humming  like  bees ;  sharping  upon  one  another ; 
no  idea  of  innocence.  Living  in  a  town  is  a  perfect 
hurry  and  confusion.  Waited  upon  the  Duke.  It 
is  the  goodness  of  God  that  gives  me  favour  in  the 
sight  of  great  men,  and  not  skill  or  dexterity  of  my 
own.  The  more  he  raises  me,  may  I  be  the  more 
humble. 

July  31.  Went  with  his  Grace  to  church,  and 
heard  a  good  sermon.  Dined  with  him;  and  took 
the  opportunity  to  recommend  to  him  some  persons, 
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the  widow  and  oppreBsed.  It  is  the  greatest  friTibfe 
of  the  favour  of  great  men  to  use  it  in  doing  good* 
Afternoon  with  him  at  church  again. 

August  1.  Taking  leave  of  the  Duke  this  momiag. 
Busy  using  my  interest,  vidth  people  in  power,  for 
those  that  need  protection  and  favour.  There  ia  a 
pleasure  in  doing  good,  and  being  serviceable  to  man* 
kind,  espediaUy  good  people. 

August  4.  Returning  home.  Serene  thankfbl  tem» 
per  f  ntting  alone  in  the  chariot.  Mercy  and  good- 
ness follows  me  all  the  days  of  my  life.  I  thoi^iit 
wiUi  myself,  I  am  now  the  last  of  my  fiiiher's  family, 
bom  after  my  fitther  was  thrust  out  of  his  church,  in 
destitute  circumstances.  Now  Gk>d  has  heaped  riches 
and  honours  upon  me.  I  see  the  children  of  Provi* 
deuce  are  better  carried  through  and  seen  to,  than  the 
children  of  inheritance.  Thou  art  the  portion  of  my 
inheritance,  and  of  my  cup.  Thdg  the  tines  ha»e  Jid^ 
ten  to  me  in  pkasant  plaees* 

August  11.  This  morning  we  were  visited  by  the 
Dukeof  Argyle.  I  waited  upon  his  Grace;  he  was  very 
civil  and  courteous.  In  the  afternoon  the  DoclMSi 
came  up  to  the  Castle.  I  shewed  her  all  the  civility 
that  lay  in  my  power,  and  she  was  senrible  of  it 
What  am  I,  O  Lord,  and  what  is  my  father's  house, 
that  thou  givest  me  such  honour.  Thou  raisest  up 
the  poor  from  the  dung-hill,  to  set  him  with  princes* 
At  night  I  waited  again  on  the  Duke ;  I  pressed  him 
to  give  the  parole  and  orders,  but  he  reftised.  He 
went  away  early  next  morning.  I  gave  him  eleven 
guns ;  so  I  hope  I  have  not  omitted  any  part  of  my 
duty. 

September  1.  W^t  on  a  visit  to  LeslieoHouse. 
jDi  verted  with  innocent.  qo\»qXt^  T^x^s^tknckSb*. 


\ 
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Sy9iemb&r  10.  The  Duke  of  Roxburgh  joined  us 
to-day, .  We  had  cheerful  conversation,  but  sat  late. 
There  are  many  temptations  in  greatness,  and  great 
men's  company ;  though  I  must  say  I  saw  nothing  but 
sobriety  and  modesty.  Indeed  I  find  the  greateiaA 
Quality  always  the  politest. 

Sqjiember  12,  Went  out  in  the  morning  with  the 
Duke  and  other  gentlemen  a-fowling,  and  got  good 
sport;  then  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  Lomond  hills, 
and  had  a  fine  view  of  the  country.  Came  home^ 
where  a  splendid  entertainment  was  prepared ;  at  night 
there  was  music  and  dancing,  and  the  young  people 
very  jnerry.  I  laid  a  restraint  upon  myself  for  fear 
ci  going  too  £ir,  and  joined  but  little,  only  so  as  not  to 
shew  moroseness  or  ill-breediiig.  We  sat  late,  but 
the  conversation  was  innocent,  and  no  drinking  but 
AS  we  pleased.  However,  much  time  is  spent ;  wbicb 
I  dare  not  justify.    In  all  things  we  offend. 

September  20.    We  came  home  to  Stirling. 

Cktober  2.  In  the  house  ci  mourning;  and  at  A 
fimeraL  The  righteous  man  peiishetb»  and  none 
layeth  it  to  heart  I  was  concerned  for  the  person--^ 
he  was  an  honest  man.  Obliged  to  comply  with  that 
foolish  custom  of  dirgee  after  the  burial ;  and  much 
idle,  vain  conversation,  unsuitable  to  the  day,  and  to 
the  occasion;  and  though  thare  was  four  n[iinisten 
tiiere,  yet  there  was  no  help  for  it,  where  there  is  |i 
promiscuous  omnigathering  of  idle  graceless  people. 

The  death  of  another  friend  in  Edinbu^h,  Mr. 
Belderstone,  affected  him  also  very  much.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  consolatory  letter  he  addressed  to  Mrs. 
Balderstone  on  the  mournful  occasion. 

StirHf^  CasOej  Dec.  5.  1720. 

The  account  of  your  dear  luisAwiaS^  dL^sficL^^i^s^i 
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surprise  to  us,  having  nevar  heard  of  his  ilkiess. 
Probably  it  might  have  been  so  to  yourself,  and  thus 
the  stroke  the  heavier;  but  even  in  that  case  younnist 
with  Aaron  hold  your  peace.  His  God  hadi  done  it; 
and  vrhatever  nearness  to  himself  he  pleases  to  admit 
any  of  his  own  to,  yet  he  always  reserves  a  liberty  to 
himself,  in  the  midst  of  the  greatest  familiarityy  to 
shew  some  strokes  of  sovereignty,  and  he  is  not  bound 
to  reveal  to  us  either  what  he  is  about  to  do  with  u% 
or  the  reasons  of  it,  at  the  time.  Elisha  was  a  man 
who  lived  near  Grod,  and  in  much  favour  with  him, 
yet  he  says,  IaA  her  alone,  Jbr  her  said  u  vexed  toiihm 
her  J  and  the  Lord  hath  hid  it  from  ane,  axkd  hath  not  ioU 
me.  God  hath  not  given  us  absolute  promises  about 
temporal  things,  so  neither  shoidd  our  fidtb  go  out 
peremptorily  about  them :  but  you  have  an  absolute 
promise,  that  all  things  shall  work  together  for  good 
to  them  that  love  him.  You  may  take  that,  and  I 
hope  you  find  already  in  your  sweet  experience^  that 
this  bitter  cup  has  that  blessed  effect 

But  what  I  write  of  your  surprise  is  mere  guesfiinj^ 
for  perhaps,  as  by  his  indisposition  before,  you  got  out- 
ward warning,  so  it  may  be  you  got  some  notice  and 
intimations  of  it  also  upon  your  own  spirit;  but 
whether  the  one  way  or  the  other,  be  persuaded  the 
way  God  has  taken  is  the  best  for  you.  You  need 
not  doubt  of  mine  and  my  wife's  tender  sympalliy 
with  you ;  but  indeed,  I  almost  thought  it  needless  fiw 
me  to  trouble  you  on  this  sad  occasion,  or  tooffier  any 
thing  for  your  comfort :  for  you  must  go  to  the  foun- 
tain of  all  comfort  for  that,  and  you  live  nearer  the 
fountain-head  than  I  do.  You  have  also  many  dear 
and  worthy  friends  about  you,  through  whose  hands 
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the  divine  consolations  are  more  likely  to  be  commu- 
nieated  than  by  mine;  but  the  long  and  intimate 
friendship  between  us,  prevails  with  me  to  throw  in 
my  mite  among  others.  Your  own  melancholy  will 
make  you  ready  to  pore  too  much  on  the  dark  side  of 
the  providence,  but  allow  me  to  turn  up  another  side 
of  it,  which  is  brighter ;  you  have  reason  to  be  very 
thankful,  and  even  to  think  with  pleasure,  that  you 
have  long  enjoyed  one  of  the  best  of  husbands,  with 
whom  you  have  lived  easy  and  comfortably  as  true 
yoke-fellows,  and  helps  meet  for  one  anodier,  as  heirs 
of  the  grace  of  life,  strengthening  one  another's  hands 
in  the  way  of  God ;  and  in  that  good  way  you  have 
led  one  another  by  the  hand,  even  to  the  verge  of  life, 
to  a  good  old  age ;  and  if  he  has  got  the  start  of  you, 
and  stepped  in  before  you^  why  should  you  grudge  at 
that  ?  you  are  fast  following,  and  will  not  be  very  long 
behind  him ;  and  this  sharp  providence  will,  through 
grace,  wean  you  more  from  the  world,  make  you  so- 
joum  in  it  as  a  stranger,  and  finding  nothing  in  it  to 
set  your  heart  much  upon,  your  affections  will  be 
more  set  upon  the  things  that  are  above,  where  Jesus 
Christ  is ;  and  so  by  this  sharp  trial,  you  will  be  made 
more  meet  to  be  a  partaker  of  that  inheritance  of  the 
saints  in  light ;  and  being  made  meet,  you  will  desire 
to  be  dissolved  and  to  be  with  Christ,  where  your 
heart  and  treasure  is,  and  will,  as  a  shock  of  com 
fully  ripe,  fall  into  the  grave.  The  time  is  but  short 
in  this  valley  of  tears ;  joy  will  come  in  the  morning, 
and  faith,  at  one  view,  caA  soon  look  over  the  few 
days  or  years  of  sorrow  that  are  before  you  in  time, 
into  that  fulness  of  joy  that  is  in  his  presence,  and 
those  rivers  of  pleasure  that  are  at  his  right  hand  £&r- 
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•Yenuore ;  but  as  I  said  before,  yoa  are  more  capabk 
of  practising  than  I  am  to  shew  it  you^  and  when,  I 
h<^H»,  you  have  such  access  to  the  fountain  of  comfort 
yourself,  you  need  it  not  from  my  hands.     Yours,  te. 

J.  & 

To  3Irs.  Baldenton,  Edinburgh. 

(1721,)  January  6.  Writing  most  piirt  of  the  clay 
about  business,  and  in  recommendations  of  one  who^ 
I  believe,  is  wrmiged.  There  is  a  great  pleasure  ia 
doiog  good  offices  to  them  that  stand  in  need  of  us. 
Lord,  give  me  more  of  this  humour,  kind,  tender, 
and  compassi<mate  disposition  to  all  fellow-creatures^ 
especially  to  the  members  of  Christ,  to  shew  I  am  a 
member  of  the  same  body.  Company  in  the  evening, 
and  a  temptation  laid  in  my  way,  but  I  escaped  it 
I  bless  the  Lord  who  gives  me  so  much  of  a  medc 
and  quiet  spirit,  as  to  dight  little  injuries,  and  sti£9e 
resentment.  This  is  graee^  for  Ihave  strong  iraaeiMe 
appetites. 

Jammry  16.  Getting  an  account  of  a  disagreeable 
affidr  in  the  town ;  sin  and  villainy,  which  I  think 
myself  concerned  to  pursue,  and  get  punished*  I  de^ 
sire,  Lord,  to  let  Ihy  glory  be  my  chief  aim  in  every 
thing.  Give  us  seal  and  boldness  for  thee,  timt  ini- 
quity may  be  ashamed,  and  stop  its  month.  I  went 
next  day  to  the  Justice-of-Peace  Court,  and  told  my 
mind  very  freely  against  Jacobitistn^  and  6tood  up 
for  the  ministers.  I  spoke  to  the  Magistrates  to  thk 
effect : — Gentlemen,  I  believe  you  are  satisfied  that 
the  Ubel  is  proven,  and  more  than  what  was  Hbelled. 
I  believe  you  are  folly  convinced  of  the  wicked  de- 
signs of  this  man ;  designs  of  miscfaie^  yea,  I  may  say 
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of  murder,  as  appears  by  the  probation,  where  he  says 
he  would  venture  to  lose  his  life  for  it ;  that  i%  to  be 
hanged  for  killing  her.  You  see  also  his  implacable 
hatred  and  malice  against  one  of  the  ministers  of  this 
place,  by  his  cursing  and  way-laying  him — a  pious 
godly  man  who  never  gave  rhim  any  provocation — 
who  never  offended  him,  except  he  took  it  for  an 
offence,  when  the  minister,  from  the  pulpit,  reproves 
fornication  and  drunkenness.  The  same  spirit  that 
carried  him  out  to  an  unnatural  rebellion,  led  him  to 
curse  and  revile  the  minister;  and  the  same  spirit 
that  made  him  curse  his  minister,  would  also  lead  him, 
if  he  had  opportunity,  to  imbrue  his  hands  in  his 
blood.    It  is  the  same  spirit  that  runs  through  all. 

Now  Gentlemen,  I,  as  having  the  honour  to  com- 
mand, at  present,  his  Majesty's  Castle  here,  require 
satisfaction  for  the  injury  done  to  a  family  belonging 
to  one  of  the  King's  soldiers.  Next,  as  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  I  demand  security  and  protection  for  the  minis- 
ters of  the  place ;  and  that  wicked  men,  if  the  fear  of 
God  will  not  restrain  them,  the  fear  of  punishment 
inay.  Gentlemen,  I  am  very  thankful,  and  I  may 
say  in  the  name  of  the  town  of  Stirling,  we  are  very 
thankful,  that  we  have  ma^ustrates  who  will  make  it  a 
i^onscience  to  do  their  duty — ^magistrates,  who  answer 
the  end  of  their  institution,  to  be  a  terror  to  evil  doers, 
and  a  praise  to  them  that  do  welL  Now  this  is  just 
what  we  demand  of  you,  that  you  will  tie  up  this 
wicked  man's  hands,  and  oblige  him  to  give  security 
for  his  good  behaviour,  under  such  a  penalty,  that  he 
may  be  afraid  of  ever  committing  the  like  crimes. 

The  magistrate  gave  sentence  accordingly  to  this 
effect,  and  he  was  committed  to  prison.  I  Uess  the 
Lord  that  vice  is  checked,  and  fjeiUi  tmq^  \m0f^  ^a 
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triumph,  (though  it  prevails  too  much,)  and  that  ini- 
quity is  put  to  shame,  and  hides  its  £aoe  before  au- 
thority. 

February  L  Hearing  sermon,  and  the  ministen 
dining  with  us;  Went  out  with  them  afterward  to 
meet  with  a  man  who  pretends  to  the  spirit  of  pro- 
phecy ;  but  he  would  not  speak  to  them.  I  took  npoii 
me  to  examine  his  pretensions  a  little.  I  believe  he 
may  be  a  good  man,  but  weak,  and  perhaps  not  solid. 
The  ministiers  have  gone  too  £ur  in  it,  and  made  too 
much  noise ;  I  wish  religion  do  not  suffer. 

March  9.  Going  to  Ihie  country  to  see  an  acquain- 
tance who  is  ill;  and  O,  we  got  a  preaching  there, 
humbling  and  edifying;  seeilog  a  poor  man  in  miser- 
able circumstances,  dying  in  appJBarancey  yet  no  sense 
of  his  condition,  his  mind  filled  with  vanity  and  the 
w<»:ld.  Lord,  pluck  him  as  a  brand  firom  the  burning, 
out  of  the  jaws  of  hell  and  Satan ;  make  him  a  monu- 
ment of  rich,  free,  efficacious  grace.  Let  thy  glory 
be  exalted  in  redeeming  and  conquering  sudh  a  soul 
from  the  power  of  sin  and  Satan.  I  was  going  to 
speak  with  him,  and  speak  freely,  and  I  had  a  great 
check  afterwards  that  I  did  not  If  the  Lord  give  me 
another  opportunity,  I  beg  grace  to  be  faithful  to  his 
poor  souL 

Jtene  18.  Sabbath.  Hearing  sermon  from  a  weak 
man ;  better  have  pity  than  prejudice  on  such  ooc^ 
sions.  Lord,  quicken  and  revive,  for  without  the  in- 
fluences of  thy  Spirit,  neither  law  nor  gospel  will  do 
the  business.  It  miist  be  a  day  of  thy  power.  The 
minister  supped  with  us.  I  had  a  check  for  being  too 
rash  in  an  expression  concerning  a  person.  Perhaps 
it  was  true,  but  it  was  uncharitable,  and  rash  in  me 
to  say  it. 
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t^me  28.    The  fast  before  the  sacrament.    Wiateh- 
ing  over  my  own  heart,  and  against  self-righteoosness 
or  self-working.     I  desire  to  come  stra%ht  to  Christ ; 
I  must  have  all  from  him  of  his  free  grace  in  the  way 
of  believing.     Hearing  two  sermons  in  the  forenoon ; 
the  last  rather  dead,  and  looking  like  l^;al  work.     I 
find  I  have  much  corruption,  strong  lusts  and  pas- 
nons  that  war  against  the  soul.     I  desire  to  come  im- 
mediately to  Christ,  to  get  my  heart  filled  with  love 
to  him,  mixed  with  sorrow  for  sin — ^to  come  to  him 
as  a  Prince  and  Saviour  exalted  to  give  repentance 
and  remission  of  sin.    This  is  the  firame  I  would  be 
at.    I  have  many  things  upon  my  heart,  many  com- 
plaints, many  plagues,  much  wrong.     I  would  come 
to  Christ  to  plead  that  promise,  /,  even  I,  am  he  thai 
pardtmeth  your  iniquities.    But,  alas !  I  find  not  only 
a  weakness  and  want  of  preparation,  but  a  backward- 
ne»  and  unwillingness. 

July  1.     The  Preparation.    Hearing  much  of  the 
love  of  Gk>d  in  Christ  to  sinners.    He  that  spared  not  his 
own  iSoft,  8f€.     O  this  hard  heart  of  mine  that  is  not 
mdted  down  and  warmed  with  such  love  !  O  blessed 
Jesiis,  commend  thyself  to  my  soul;  make  thyself 
precious.     I  desire  to  embrace  him  in  his  full  and  firee 
offer;  and  to  go  to  the  well-ordered  covenant.     I 
have  many  complaints  of  myself,  deadness,  formality, 
backBliding,  fidling  firom  my  first  love,  earthly  mind, 
corruption  strong,  grace  weak.     What  should  I  do 
with  all  these?  Fruitless  complaints  will  not  help  me. 
O  then  let  me  go  straight  to  Christ ;  he  is  the  life ; 
he  ^ves  repentance  and  remission  of  sin ;  he  washes 
us  in  his  blood ;  he  heals  our  backsUdings,  and  loves 
QB  fireeLy ;  he  subdues  our  lusts ;  he  is  oor  ri^iteouft- 
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nefis.and  our  sanctification ;  he  is  all,  and  must  do  aU 
for  U8  and  inns. 

Jtdy  2.    Sabbath.     I  cannot  say  my  frame  is  liTely^ . 
but  I  desire  to  act  faith  on  Christ,  to  Jay  myself  down. 
at  his  door  as  a  needy  beggar.      O  to  hunger  and 
thirst  after  him  !  I  would  think  that  a  good  frame- 
May  a  sense  of  my  need,  sin,  and  guilt,  chase  me  to. 
Christ    The  things  I  named  before,  still  heavy  <m  my: 
heart ;  O  to  get  them  removed !  not  in  a  legal,  but: 
in  a  gospel  way ;  by  Christ,  and  not  by  wotldng ;  yet. 
I  must  not  be  idle.    Serious  in  communicating,  c^o-. 
lations,   breathings  oi  faith  and   love,   Grod  in  my 
thoughts,  my  heart  in  heaven.     O  that  such  a  holy; 
frame  were  the  native  element  of  my^  soul !   Let  thy. 
Spirit  dwell  in  me  for  this  is  all  I  defiire. 

July  3.  Thankagiving.  Serious  in  hearing.  I  have 
taken  the  cup  of  salvation  in  my  hand.  I  hope  I  have 
also  taken  Christ  and  all  his  salvation.  May  my  soul 
feed  and  rest  upon  him  as  my  portion  for  ever. 

July  9.  Another  death  in  th^  garrison;  three 
within  these  few  months.  I  was  called  up  at  three 
in  the  morning  to  see  the  dying  person.  I  spoke  to 
him,  but,  alas  !  I  found  not  Ihose  impressions  de^. 
enough  on  my  own  spirit  that  I  seemed  to  press  home 
upon  him ;  and  I  was  grieved  they  made  so  little  im- 
pression on  him,  through  ignorance  and  stupidity.  *  I 
ordered  a  military  funeral  for  him.  Lord,  fit  us  aU 
for  our  change.  Thou  art  calling  away  the  old  men 
in  this  garrison  pretty  &st.  Give  us  that  inheritance 
which  is  incorruptible  and  passeth  not  away. 

AuguM  14.  At  home  all  day  writing  letters.  My 
talent  lies  perhaps  too  much  in  writing  facetious  let' 
ters  of  wit)  humour,  an4  jest.    We  should  haye  a 
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check  upon  ourselves  in  all  things,  eVen  in  those  plea- 
sures we  think  innocent ;  for  though  they  may  be  in- 
nocent in  their  nature,  they  may  become  faulty  by 
excess.  Even  our  diversions  should  be  seasoned  ^th 
salt ;  the  salt  of  grace  rather  than  that  of  wit. 

December  25.  Christmas.  I  am  not  for  observing 
of  holidays ;  yet  I  think  I  was  not  ill  employed  this 
morning  when  I  awakened,  in  thinking  on  these  pas- 
sages about  our  Saviour's  birth,  Behold^  I  hiring  you 
pood  tidings  of  great  joy^  which  shall  be  to  all  people.  For 
wnto  you  is  bom  this  day,  in  the  dty  of  David,  a  Saviour, 
Christ  the  Lord.  And  suddenly  there  was  with  the 
angd  a  multitude  of  the  heavefdy  host,  praising  Godj 
Grbry  to  God  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earthy  and  good' 
will  to  men.  I  thought  it  no  superstition  in  meditating 
on  these  things.  I  see  no  command  for  the  keeping 
bf  this  day,  yet  I  have  no  zeal  against  those  who  keep 
it  religiously. 
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CHAPTER  XXI 


coNCLUSiOKt  ijasUlTsgi 


tUmArks  on  tibe  last  years  ct  tbe  Colond's  HIRb— l)estll  of  ptttlnto 
fiiendsy  his  Brothel',  Ldrd  Rothes,  &e.—Hla  opiiuoiistm  AvidMi 
and  Profesiorg  of  Religion^Hw  endeafoors  to  get  crimes  puaMMd 
and  suppressec^Deatfa  of  his  Father^n-law-^Close  of  the  Dktf 
—His  death  ibid  Character. 

As  the  latter  years  of  the  Oolonel's  Ii^e  Ideate  not  di^ 
tinguished  by  any  extraordinary  events^  it  will  be  on* 
necessary  to  prolong  the  subject  Iby  iniiltiplied  ei* 
tracts.  Confined  as  he  was  within  the  natroW  piv 
cincts  of  his  office,  and  the  limited  circle  of  his  fiiendB^ 
his  character  had  less  room  to  display  itself  in  a  mas- 
ner  sufficiently  striking  and  diversified  to  eaMamni 
general  interest.  But  though  the  concluding  peiiod 
of  his  history  be  less  checquered  and  evtsntfti],  stiD 
it  was  marked  by  the  same  tokens  of  divine  care^  and 
furnishes  instructive  incidents  worthy  of  being  le* 
corded. 

To  hiisi,  the  Most  retit^  situatibn — ^the  most  tna'  I 
qull  season^  had  its  memorable  occurrences.  'Bmj  I 
day  aflPorded  to  his  mind  matter  of  useful  observstiMi  j  I 
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every  month  had  its  calendar  of  mercies ;  every  pro- 
vidence was  noted  in  his  journal,  and  thereby  more 
deeply  imprinted  on  the  tablet  of  his  memory.  But 
the  uniformity  of  his  experiences  had,  in  course  <^  timei| 
communicated  a  similar  uniformity  to  his  thoughts  and 
expressions ;  and  it  is  for  this  cause  that  his  pious  re* 
flections  have  occasionally  been  omitted,  as  tending  to 
&tigue  the  mind  with  needless  repetitions.  The  same 
reason  will  apply  to  the  remaining  extracts,  which  are 
selected  purposely  of  a  desultory  and  miscellaneous 
kind,  so  as  to  exhibit  his  character  under  varioue 
shades  of  colouring.  This  explanation  will  obviate 
the  supposition,  which  otherwise  might  have  occurred^ 
that  the  Writer  of  the  Diary  had  become  less  devout^ 
as  if  ease  and  prosperity,  dangerous  enemies  to  reli- 
gion, had  betrayed  him  into  carelessness  and  security^ 
or  weaned  his  affections  away  from  the  things  that 
belong  to  his  everlasting  peace^  into  a  criminal  eon* 
fixrmity  with  the  world. 

As  he  advanced  in  years,  he  began  to  experience,  in 
the  loss  of  friends  and  relatives,  some  of  those  cala- 
mities and  privations  to  which  old  age  is  necessarily 
exposed.  He  lived  to  witness  the  departure  of  many 
of  his  early  acquaintances,  and  several  of  his  dis- 
tinguished patrons,  among  whom  he  records  witli 
much  feeling,  Marlborough,  and  the  Earl  of  Rothesiy 
his  Fort-Governor.  Of  Lord  Rothes'  death,  he  has 
given  a  most  tender  and  impressive  description;  a  fii^ 
yumr  which,  it  is  much  to  be  regretted,  none  of  his 
own  friends  did  for  himself. 

January  21.  Sabbath*  Hearing  a  very  good  sermon 
in  the  main,  yet  some  expressions  in  i<^  which  I  thought 
soonded  otherwise  than  what  I  used  to  hear,  and  even 
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oiherwise  than  what  I  think  the  Scriptures  and  our 
divines  express.  My  ill  heart  nibbled  at  these  11017 
ways  of  speaking,  and  hindered  me  from  being  edified 
by  the  very  good  things  that  were  in  it.  Lord,  hdp 
me  as  a  new  bom  babe  to  desire  the  smeere  mttt  qf  Ae 
toordj  that  I  may  grow  thereby.  A  man  that  has  a  good 
iqppetite,  and  is  hungry,  will  not  quarrel  with  a  meal, 
though  it  be  not  quite  to  his  taste.  It  is  a  sqneamisb 
(Momach  that  carps  at  a  dish  of  meat,  though  there  be 
a  mote  in  it. 

■  March  5.  Alarmed  in  the  morning  by  an  express 
that  my  brother  is  dying.  I  made  ready,  and  imme- 
diately went  for  Edinburgh,  but  ere  I  got  in,  he  was 
dead.  I  doubt  not  he  has  left  this  valley  of  tears— 
this  weary  wilderness,  to  enter  into  that  fiilness  of  joy, 
«-rtho6e  rivers  of  pleasure  at  God's  right  hand. 
'  March  6.  This  morning,  seeing  another  friend iliat 
was  dying ;  and  died  two  hours  after.  Lord  sanctify 
these  providences.  Death  is  made  fiuniliar.  I  am 
handling  it  every  day.  O  help  me  to  be  living  as  a 
stranger  and  pilgrim  on  the  earth,  sitting  loose  to  aB 
earthly  enjoyments,  that  when  death  comes,  I  may  lodi 
to  it  as  a  friend.     O  deaiJii  where  is  thy  sUng  ? 

March  7.  In  the  afternoon  doing  the  last  duty  to 
my  dear  brother.  Serious  thoughts  by  the  way.  He 
is  now  happy;  no  more  sin — ^no  more  sorrow — no 
more  trouble.  He  is  now  singing  that  new  song, 
To  him  that  loved  us^  and  washed  us  in  his  bloody  Sfc, 
while  we  lay  down  the  body  to  rest  in  the  grave  tiB 
the  resurrection,  in  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality. 
It  was  his  desire  to  be  carried  to  the  grave  by  minis- 
ters, and  he  got  his  wish ;  for  all  the  Presbytery  came 
in  a  body  to  the  burial.    At  night  I  was  again  in  tike 
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Jiouse  of  mourning,  with  my  other  friend.  It  was  a 
satisfaction  that  Providence  brought  me  in  to  do  these 
last  duties,  for  I  knew  there  was  none  in  the  world 
that  they  desired  more  to  be  near  them  at  their  death 
than  myself.  O,  when  I  am  laying  my  fiiends  in  the 
dust  every  day,  make  me  remember  I  must  lie  down 
there  shortly  myself.  But  I  know  that  my  Redeemer 
liveth,  and  though  after  my  skin  worms  destroy  this 
body,  yet  I  trust  with  these  eyes,  I  shall  see  Grod. 
•  March  8.  Getting  account  that  my  Lord  Rothes 
is  very  ill.  I  went  over  the  water  in  the  afternoon. 
This  is  a  melancholy  time ;  death  striking  on  all  hands. 
We  were  long  upon  the  water,  and  had  a  troublesome 
landing.  The  night  was  dark,  and  the  way  bad.  t 
]got  a  guide,  and  got  to  Leslie,  but  found  my  Lord 
better  than  I  expected. 

.  >  March  10.  I  got  opportunity  this  morning  to  speak 
Blone  to  my  Lord:  I  said  but  little.  Lord  speak 
thou ;  let  him  see  his  sin  and  danger,  that  he  may 
cry^  out.  What  shall  I  do  to  be  saved!  Then  let  him 
flee  the  remedy,  Jesus  Christ  ready  to  receive  him. 
Come  unto  meali  ye  that  labour^  i[c.  Whosoever  comes 
unto  ma,  I  will  in  no  wise  cast  out.  I  thought  of  return- 
ing home,  but  my  Lord  would  not  let  me  go,  and 
kept  me  two  day^  longer. 

March  22.  Giving  a  commission  about  buying  a 
piece  of  land.  I  am  easy  about  it,  being  more  at 
friends'  desire  than  my  own.  It  is  not  time  for  an 
old  man  to  be  making  projects  for  long  life,  and  pur- 
jchasing  estates.  Lord,  be  the  portion  of  my  inheri- 
tance, and  of  my  cup.  Make  me  meet  to  be  a  par- 
taker of  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light.  Let 
me  think  more  of  a  removal,  than  of  a  purchase  in 
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this  world.  The  moet  part  of  my  tiine  is  over.  I 
dirire  to  live  ft  stnmger  and  pilgrim  on  eartliy  waiting 
till  the  day  of  my  appointed  time. 

May  6.    Took  a  sudden  resolution  again  to  go  to 
Leslie,  hearing  my  Lord  is  very  ill.    Riding  alone  all 
the  day;  serene,  serious  temper.    Came  to  Ledioat 
nighl^  and  was  much  affected,  and  I  hope  edified,  see- 
ing my  Lord's  carriage.     He  called  all  his  family  to- 
gether, and  took  leave  of  them  solemnly;    recom- 
mended them  to  the  serious  study  of  religion  and  holi- 
ness, as  the  one  thing  needful — as  that  alone  which 
would  make  them  happy  in  time  and  to  eternity,  and 
that  when  they  came  to  be  in  the  condition  he  wasiD, 
(death  looking  them  in  the  face,)  they  would  aee  it  to 
be  so.    Then  he  prayed  with  them  most  fiorvendy; 
this  was  very  affecting  to  us  alL    He  shewed  the 
greatest  submission  and  resignation ;  and  tiiongh  he 
was  in  much  pain,  yet  the  greatest  patience,  never 
uttering  the  least  fretting  expresdon ;  shewing  a  de- 
mre  to  be  gone,  yet  submitting  to  the  will  of  God,  as 
to  the  time.    About  eleven  at  night,  he  eauaed  his 
son.  Lord  Leslie,  read  the  S6th  Psalm  to  bun,  and  as 
he  went  along,  he  repeated  the  emj^bAtical  expressions 
of  it,  such  as,  I  acmgkt  the  Lord^  he  keatd  me  tmd  db- 
Kvered  me,  §fc.     This  poor  man  criedf  and  ike  LdmA 
keord  him.    O  taste  and  see  thai  God  is  good^  jpc    I 
left  Mm  about  twelve,  being  so  much  &tigued  and 
affected,  that  I  fainted  away. 

I  waited  on  my  Lord  next  day,  and  it  was  weD 
spent  time.  He  shewed  a  lively  fidth,  trusting  in  God, 
relying  upon  his  promises  and  his  faithfiilneaa^  and 
gavesolidreasonsof  his  hope;  declaring  his  i^ill  aatia- 
fiEustion  with  the  Gospel  method  of  salvation ;  and  be- 
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sought  a  minister  that  was  present,  and  me,  to  deal 
plainly  with  him,  and  tdUL  him  if  we  thought  he  was 
wrong,  or  if  we  thought  his  fiiith  was  true  and  right 
founded ;  or  if  we  thought  it  was  presumption.     For 
my  part,  I  could  not  reAise  to  give  testimony  to  the 
Spirit  of  God,  and  to  the  truth  and  reality  of  that 
gracious  work  of  the  Spirit,  which,  by  all  the  skill 
and  experience  I  had  in  religion,  I  thought  I  saw  in 
him.    So  we  encouraged  him  to  go  on  believing,  trust* 
ing,  relying.     He  spoke  to  excellent  purpose  through 
the  day;  was  very  pertinent  and  ready  in  the  Scrip* 
tnres ;  prayed  once  I  think  publicly,  and  often  pri*^ 
vately,  with  his  eyes  so  fixed  and  intent  towards 
heaven,  as  if  he  were  looking  into  it,  and  reminded 
me  of  Stephen,  Acts  vii.  55. 

He  desired  the  physician,  and  he  himself  frequently 
felt  his  pulse,  not  for  the  prolonging  of  life,  but  to  ob» 
serve  how  fast  he  spent  and  weakened;  and  was  not 
pleased  when  they  promised  him  long  time  to  live ; 
telling  us  he  had  no  more  to  do  here,  and  was  well 
content  to  go  out  of  a  vain,  sinfrd  world,  and  to  he 
with  Christ  which  was  far  better •  This  humility  and 
good  nature  he  carried  with  him  to  the  last ;  and  even 
his  brisk,  cheerful  temper,  and  pleasant  way  of  speak- 
ing. When  they  told  him  that  one  of  his  physicians 
was  gone,  he  said  smiling,  ^^  The  doctor  thinks  I  will 
not  die  to-night,  but  perhaps  I  shall  beguile  him.''  I 
sat  up  with  him  till  about  one  in  the  morning,  and 
then  I  left  him ;  for  he  pressed  me  to  go,  and  said  he  . 
would  send  for  me  when  he  grew  weak. 

May  9.  Called  in  the  morning,  my  Lord  being 
weak.  This  day  he  prayed  once  in  public  with  his 
family  with  great  earnestness,  recommending  them  to 
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CM;  and  prayed  secretlyy  often  with  fixed  fervent 

looks  towards  heaven.    As  he  weakened,  he  b^pm  to 

be  delirious;  but  whenever  fl|iiritiial  disoonrse  was 

begon  to  him,  he  immediately  eame  to  himself  again, 

and  joined  in  it  with  the  greatest  seriousness ;  and  he 

bade  us  that  were  about  him,  check  him  when  we 

tormd  him  wavering,  which  we  took  the  freedom  to 

do,  and  which  he  took  most  kindly.     About  three 

hours  before  his  death,  his  thoughts  b^an  much  to 

waver,  and  the  fever  seized  his  head,  and  he  becaaie 

utliBasy,  but  suddenly  his  spirit  fled,  and  he  went  away 

eahtily  with  little  struggle.     In  a  word,  I  never  saw 

any  man  die  more  as  a  Christian  hero,  with  so  much 

natural   fortitude,   and  such  lively  faith.      He  was 

pleasant  in  his  life,  and  pleasant  in  his  death.     O. 

keep  the  impression  strong  upon  my  heart  for  ever,  of 

what  I  have  seen  and  heard  here. 

May  10.  Came  into  Edinbui^h  this  morning; 
waited  on  the  Commissioner  to  the  Assembly,  and 
went  home. 

'  June  22.  Getting  letters  with  the  accounts  of  a 
new  Governor.  Lord,  let  it  be  for  thy  glory  and 
our  good ;  thou  doest  all  things  for  us  well. 
■  Jidy  7.  GU)ing  out  early  in  the  morning  to  Kil- 
tnadock,  being  the  day  before  the  sacrament.  Heard 
two  good  and  suitable  sermons.  Walking  in  the  fields 
alone  after  sermon,  meditating  on  the  sol^nn  ordi- 
nance. I  complain  of  a  hard,  dead  heart,  carnal 
earfhly  affections,  no  relish  for  sjnritual  things.  I 
desire  to  come  straight  to  Christ  by  faith,  to  belisfine 
i|i  bun  as  a  complete  Saviour,  able  to  heal  all  my 
^plagues,  to  pardon  all  my  sins,  to  stop  all  my  eonoH 
ylaints,  tp  make  up  all  my  wants.    Lord,,  give  me 
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such  a  sight  of  my  self-pollution,  and  misery,  and 
withal,  such  a  view  of  the  sufficiency  and  fulness  of 
a  SaVioiir,  as  may  chase  me  imto  Christ ;  give  me  suck 
a  sight  of  his  love — of  free  sovereign  pardoning  grace, 
as  may  make  sin  terrible  and  odious  to  me. 

July  8.     Sabbath.    Rose  early  in  the  morning,  at 
four  o'clock,  and  went  out  to  the  wood.     There  I 
endeavoured  to  pour  out  my  soul,  in  confession  and 
acknowledgment  of  sin,  and  bring  my  heart  to  mourn 
and  be  humbled  for  it.     I  sought  more  grace  and 
more  strength,  for  all  I  need.     I  will  not  speak  of  my 
resolutions  and  promises;  it  is  not  my  promises  to 
Grod  I  must  trust  to,  to  carry  me  through ;  it  is  God's 
promises  to  me,  that  he  will  perfect  strength  in  my 
weakness.     I  was  troubled  all  the  day  that  I  could 
not  get  love  to  keep  pace  with  faith ;  now  that  I  am 
old,  the  heart  is  not  naturally  so  soft  as  in  youth ;  the 
edge  of  the  affections  is  blunted.    I  went  down  to  the 
table,  desiring  that  the  plagues  of  my  heart  might  be 
healed,  that  it  might  be  more  powerfully  touched 
with  grace ;  and  it  pleased  the  Lord  to  pour  upon  me 
a  spirit  of  repentance  and  supplication.     The  hard 
and  stony  heart  was  softened.     I  could  not  contain 
myself  at  the  table,  tears  flowing  out,  which  I  strove 
much  agmnst ;  Jirst^  lest  on-lookers  should  think  bet- 
ter of  me  than  I  knew  I  deserved,  or  think  I  had  that 
which  I  had  not ;  and  again,  I  know  the  heart  is  de- 
ceitful and  vain.     However,  I  desired  to  have  secret 
work  between  God  and  my  soiil,  which  none  could  be 
witness  to.    But  O,  let  me  not  trust  to  my  vows  ond 
resolutions  as  I  have  too  much  done :  but  to  the  well- 
ordered  covenant  and  the  promises  of  grace.     I  sat  in 
the  church  all  day  serene  and  calm.  At  nighty  fetigued 
by  long  exercise. 
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Augud  2.  The  day  of  Blenheim^  a  day  oa  wliidi 
the  Lord  delivered  and  honoured  me.  This  day  alao 
the  great  Duke  of  Marlborough  is  to  be  buried.  This 
lime  eighteen  years  ago,  was  a  gkurious  day  for  him; 
one  of  the  greatest  victories  ever  was  obtained*  \ 
could  not  forbear  to  solemnize  it  by  dropping  guns 
with  my  tears,  to  the  honour  of  my  ever  renowned, 
and  ever,  to  be  remembered  great  General,  under 
whose  auspicious  conduct,  by  the  blessing  of  Giod,  I 
have  fought  these  thirty  years  bygone. 

November  4.  Hearing  a  stranger  preach  from  a 
text  that  should  be  memorable  to  me  from  the  time  | 
was  in  the  Bass,  when  Mr.  Shields  preached  upon  it.* 
Jer.  iL  2.  Thus  saith  the  Lordj  I  remember  thee^  the 
kindness  of  thy  youths  the  hve  of  thine  espousals^  when 
Hum  teeniest  after  me  in  the  toUdemess^  Sfc.  O  for  that 
first  love,  the  love  of  espousals.  Some  are  drawn  in 
to  Christ  by  the  cords  of  love,  others  chased  in  by 
fear. 

December  4.  At  night  something  came  into  my 
mind  that  passed  in  a  public  company  the  day  before, 
wherein  I  thought  I  had  justly  given  offence,  espe- 
cially to  a  minister,  in  speaking  in  too  legal  a  strain, 
&c.  I  was  uneasy  at  myself,  and  thought  I  w^as  ob- 
liged to  write  a  letter  to  him  clearing  myself,  explain- 
ing my  meaning,  and  declaring  my  principles  and 
opinion  on  that  head,  which  I  thii^k  is  sound,  and  I 
believe  he  thinks  so  too. 

(1723,)  February  20.  Hearing  sermon;  but  not 
very  well  pleased  with  it.    The  distinction  of  legal 


*  Shields  was  confined  for  some  time  on  the  Bass.     See  a  list  of  Ae 
Covauuten  imprisoned  there.    Biackader*s  Umoiri, 
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and  gospel  preachers  is  too  fiir  pushed  on  both  sides ; 
and  both  go  to  extremes.  Some  err  in  pressing  too 
much  moral  duties  and  holiness,  without  insisting 
enough  from  what  principle  they  spring,  viz.  faith  in 
Christ.  Others  again  dwell  too  much  on  faith,  with- 
out pressing  holiness  and  m<»:al  duties.  I  do  not  like 
legal  preaching ;  and  indeed  some  sermons,  such  as 
Tillotson's,  Barrow's,  &c.  are  but  like  Seneca's  dis- 
courses of  moral  virtue  to  me.  I  would  have  minis* 
ters  lead  me  to  the  spring — Jesus  Christ,  and  faith  in 
him,  all  to  be  done  through  his  strength  and  by  his 
grace;  but  I  would  have  them  often  pressing — and 
warmly  pressing  obedience  to  his  laws.  There  is 
certainly  a  middle  way  to  be  kept,  and  no  doubt  every 
minister  thinks  he  is  in  the  right  way.  Lord,  lead 
me  in  the  right  way. 

Jidy  14.  Not  very  well,  and  in  the  evening  great 
and  violent  pain.  But  I  bless  God  who  mitigates 
and  rebukes  it,  and  makes  it  tolerable,  and  gives  pa- 
tience. O  give  the  sanctified  use  of  the  rod.  Let 
thy  design  be  mercy  to  my  soul.  May  affliction  chase 
me  unto  Christ ;  and  wean  me  from  the  world  and  its 
enjoyments.  Sabbath,  at  home  reading :  serious  and 
meditating.  Lord,  make  up  to  me  the  want  of  ordi- 
nances. 

Auffust  21.  In  the  Session,  and  after  in  the  Pres- 
bytery. A  foul  scandal  (adultery)  of  a  great  professor 
before  us.  O,  we  should  not  be  high-minded,  but 
fear.  Let  him  that  tiUnheth  he  standeth  take  heed  lest 
hefalL  Though  some  will  not  own  it,  I  am  afraid 
there  are  in  Scotland  both  Antinomians  and  fevourers 
tii  Antinomians ;  those  who  think  themselves  great 
proficients  in  grace,  and  that  they  stand  high  in 


5S0  LIF£  OF  COL.  BI^CKADER.  eUApyXtV 

favour  with  God  above  others,  and  treat  them  witii  a 
Pharisaical  Stand  by,  far  I  am  holier  than  thou  /  and 
that  their  sins,  even  gross  sins,  cannot  cast  tliein  out 
of  his  favour,  nor  make  them  liable  to  his  displeasure ; 
that  God  sees  not  their  sins  as  the  sins  of  others,  and 
is  not  angry  vdth  them  as  with  others;  and  their 
views  being  only  on  free  grace  and  pardoning  grace, 
they  do  not  entertain  those  frightful  ideas  of  sin  which 
they  call  a  l^al  spirit  t  so  that  when  they  fall  into 
even  gross  sins  and  scandals  they  are  not  uneasy. 
David's  adultery  and  murder  comes  in  to  alleviate 
them;  and  they  apply  (or  think  so)  the  blood  of 
Christ  immediately,  and  take  hold  of  the  promise  of 
pardoning  grace. 

There  are  others  who  do  not  fall  into  this  way 
themselves,  but  from  an  excess  of  charity,  and  desiring 
to  be  much  of  a  Gospel  spirit,  do  favour  these,  and 
lire  easy  to  them,  supposing  them  to  be  in  a  state  of 
grace.  Though  they  have  made  slips,  they  cannot  find 
]n  their  hearts  to  apply  the  threatenings  of  the  law  to 
them,  but  immediately  apply  the  promises  and  conso- 
lations of  the  gospel.  This  is  skinning  over  a  wound 
before  it  be  probed.  I  saw  too  much  of  this  I  thought 
this  day  in  the  Presbytery.  I  would  magnify  free 
grace ;  but  I  would  also  magnify  the  law.  I  would 
hold  all  by  the  tenure  of  free  grace,  but  not  so  as  to 
turn  the  grace  of  God  into  licentiousness,  or  take 
liberty  to  sin  because  grace  abounds. 

September  19.  This  is  a  remarkable  day  to  mc^ 
the  siege  of  Aeth.  Particular  providences  hastened 
io  me  that  seemed  awful  and  frowning  at  the  first; 
but  much  mercy  appeared  after.  I  remember  what  a 
horror  I  was  in  alone  for  a  litde  cpao^  in  the  trencheSf 
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from  a  providence  that  I  brought  upon  myself  and  the 
raiment,  which  I  did  for  the  best,  and  to  the  best  of 
my  understandings  but  which  was  like  to  turn  ill  out 
and  endanger  the  lives  of  some  soldiers,  and  indeed 
did  cost  some  lives.  This  Satan  drove  home  upon  me 
as  if  I  had  been  guilty  of  tiieir  blood,  though  it  is  as 
probable  more  might  have  been  killed,  if  I  had  done 
the  thing  the  other  way.  And  at  night,  by  another 
strange  providence,  I  had  almost  been  drowned  after 
I  had  brought  the  regiment  out  of  the  trenches, 
coming  home  to  the  camp.  All  these  had  a  terrible 
effect  upon  me.  I  thought  upon  that  word  our  Lord 
said  to  Peter,  SeUan  has  sought  thecj  but  I  thought  it 
was  to  destroy  me.  The  damp  of  these  providences 
continued  upon  me  for  several  days :  but  I  bless  God 
who  restored  peace.  The  blood  of  Jesus  Christ 
eleanseth  ftom  all  sin. 

October  1.  Dining  abroad;  in  company  all  the 
afternoon,  and  in  the  evening  at  a  glass  of  wine. 
Cheerful  conversation,  perhaps  too  much  upon  the 
ramble.  I  comply  too  far  with  young  rambling  com^^ 
psuiy  9  yet  at  the  same  time  I  was  disputing  against 
and  keeping  down  wild  mistaken  notions,  and  debating 
on  the  side  of  truth.  When  I  am  grave  at  a  bottle  of 
wine,  then  I  am  reckoned  morose,  and  a  spy  upon 
conversation ;  when  I  am  cheerful,  then  it  is  a  himsour 
for  drinking,  and  love  of  company.  It  is  not  easy 
keeping  the  middle  way,  therefore  I  go  as  seldom  as  I 
can  into  these  occasions. 

November  25.  Burying  a  seijeant  in  the  garrison.^ 
I  was  troubled  I  did  not  see  him  before  he  died ;  he 
was  calling  for  mie.  I  should  embrace  cnrery  6ppor« 
tnnity  of  doing  good  to  poor  souls.  O  give  more  ^eat 
for  thy  glory,  more  grace^  to  do  uvy  dut^  \ii^\Xfcx. 
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December  20.    Pat  out  of  humour  bjr  haarii^,  that 
he  who  is  iq>poiiited  to  mtimate  the  sentence  of  ex* 
eommunication  against  that  scandalous  person,  refhaes 
to  do  it.     It  does  indeed  stumble  me ;  f<»r  I  have  of  a 
long  time  thought  that  Antinomianism  is  too  softly 
and  tenderly  handled  here ;  and  this  man  seems  to  be 
a  rank  Antinomian.     For,  notwithstanding  iA  these 
horrid  scandals  of  adultery  and  perjury,  he  is  enjoy* 
ing  a  peace  of  conscience,  that  surpasses  not  only  idl 
natural,  but  all  spiritual  understanding.     It  does  not 
shake  his  faith,  no,  nor  yet  his  assurance.    I  am  per- 
suaded he  breaks  his  neck  upon  such  doctrines  as 
these :  A  beUever  has  not  to  mourn  or  repent  of  his  sins^ 
Sfc.    God  does  not  see  the  sins  of  believers^  ^.,  is  not 
angry  with  them.    And  that  God  loves  the  believer  as 
well  when  he  is  sinning  as  when  he  is  holy.    These  are 
the  doctrines  they  delude  themselves  with.   Lord,  send 
forth  thy  light  and  thy  truth ;  let  them  be  guides  to 
me,  and  lead  me  in  the  way  everlasting. 

(1724,)  January  1.  Thou  art  still  adding  to  my 
days  and  years.  O  Lord,  give  more  grace  to  employ 
time  better,  and  working  out  my  salvation ;  that  eyery 
year  I  may  be  made  more  meet  for  that  inheritance 
of  the  saints  in  light.  Then  I  might  rejoice  in  old 
age,  when  every  year,  bringing  me  nearer  the  graven 
might  also  bring  me  nearer  heaven,  by  grace  made 
ripe  for  glory. 

January  13.  Company  coming  up  to  the  Castle  in 
the  forenoon,  great  high-fliers.  I  wonder  what  heights 
and  extravagances  some  men's  violent  humours  will 
drive  them  to :  and  still  the  Church  is  the  cry.  By 
the  Oiurch  they  do  not  mean  practical  religion.  It  is 
not  the  Protestant  snocession.   It  is  not  King  Gecffge. 
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All  thefie  would  be  dropt ;  yea,  a  Pretender  would  be 
taken  by  the  hand  to  get  their  grievances  redressed* 
These  lie  at  the  bottom  of  their  hearts ;  the  breaking 
of  the  Uni(m,  &c«  And  there  are  too  many  that  love 
to  fish  in  troubled  waters.  A  dice  often  thrown  must 
cast  up  a  lucky  chance  some  time  or  other.  Ambi* 
tion,  love  of  the  world,  &c.  lie  at  bottom  many  times 
when  we  think  we  are  acting  from  fair  principles.  I 
used  freedom  with  them,  and  told  them  my  mind* 
Lord,  subdue  those  lusts  that  war  against  the  soul, 
and  blind  the  eyes  of  our  understanding. 

Jamuxry  24.  This  day  went  to  Dunblane  to  the 
burial  of  another  old  Bass  friend.  Pious  company 
and  suitable  conversation. 

Fdntiory  13.  Coming  up  from  Craigforth  in  the 
evening,  we  met  with  a  merciful  preservation.  The 
hill  of  Ballochgiech  being  slippery  with  ice,  the  horse 
fell,  and  the  chariot  ran  back,  and  was  nearly  thrown 
over.  I  may  still  observe,  that  God  gives  his  angela 
charge  over  us,  to  keep  us  in  their  hands,'  so  that  not 
a  bone  is  broken.  It  might  have  been  a  melancholy 
night,  and  lives  lost  We  came  out  and  got  men  who 
brought  horses  and  chariot  home  safe. 

March  25.  Went  to  a  Quarter-Sessions,  where  I 
thought  it  my  duty  to  speak  to  the  magistrates,  to  stir 
tbem  up  to  do  their  duty  in  putting  the  laws  in  eze* 
cution  anent  Popish  Priests,  and  Jacobite  Meeting* 
Houses.  I  told  them  I  should  feel  myself  obliged,  by 
the  post  I  was  in,  to  represent  it  to  Government. 
Lord,  bless  and  give  success. 

Jpril  14.  Sent  for  this  day  to  hold  a  Justice  Court, 
a  horrid  murder  committed  this  morning  in  the  coun* 
try;  a  woman  and  her  daughter  barbarously  mwr- 
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dered  and  mangled.  Several  persons  examined;  and 
three  others  cmspeoted  and  ordered  to  be  seized.  Lord, 
direct  and  guide  us  to  discover  the  guilty.  Strong 
presumptions  of  guilt  upon  two  women ;  a  long  tract 
of  malice,  rage,  revenge,  and  tlireatenings  proven 
upon  them,  but  they  are  most  hardened  obstinate 
wretches.  Lord,  make  thou  a  full  discovery.  Lei 
fall  a  spark  of  conviction  on  their  consciences  that 
they  may  confess  and  repent. 

May  11.  At  home  reading.  Lord,  make  me  more 
spiritually  minded.  We  were  alarmed  with  a  great 
eclipse  of  the  sun  this  evening ;  yet  it  did  not  appear 
remarkable,  being  very  little  darker  than  ordhiary. 
The  God  of  nature  was  pleased  to  spread  a  veil  of 
clouds  between  tie  heavens  and  us ;  to  stop  the  prying 
curiosity  of  vain  man  who  would  be  wise  to  biOw 
every  thing.  It  is  our  duty  to  be  thankful  tor  the 
daily  kind  returns  of  the  sun  to  us ;  and  that  we  are 
not  scorched  up  as  some  climates  are,  of  frozen  with 
cold  as  others. 

'  May  20 — ^22.  The  Judges  coming  in  this  morning ; 
waited  and  went  to  church  with  them.  Went  to  the 
court  every  day.  They  have  been  at  all  pains  to  find 
but  the  horrid  murder  of  the  woman  and  her  daugh- 
ter, and  gave  a  £Bur  hearing  to  the  wretched  culprits, 
appointing  two  advocates  to  plead  for  them,  which 
they  did  as  handsomely  as  the  case  would  bear.  The 
trial  was  long,  and  the  Judges  had  gi*eat  patience.  I 
ordered  some  refreshment  for  them.  The  jury  j;ave 
in  their  verdict,  finding  the  two  women  guilty.  It 
was  a  melancholy  sight.  During  the  trial  the  jpannels 
had  been  quarreling  between  themselves ;  and  one  of 
the  w<Hnen,  upon  recdving  her  sentence,  fell  into  A 
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violent  rage  at  sight  of  the  executioner  who  pro- 
nounced the  doom,  and  tore  and  bit  eveiy  body  near 
her.  O  may  sinners  be  terrified  by  seeing  tlqr  righteous 
judgments  against  the  wicked. 

JuneB.  Hearing  sermon  in  the  forenoon.  The  three 
murderers  who  are  under  sentence  of  death  were  all 
brought  into  church.  Yet  I  cannot  say  the  discourse 
was  suitable.  He  was  too  metaphysical  about^  the 
law,  when  he  should  have  held  out  the  reinedy  of  the 
GospeL 

June  9.  I  was  desired  by  the  minister  to  go  along 
with  hun  to  visit  the  criminals.  It  was  a  mekncholy 
sight;  no  contrition,  nothing  but  curses,  impreca^ 
tions,  and  rage,  against  the  Judges  and  all  who  had 
any  hand  in  their  condemnation.  I  spoke  to  them 
honestly,  telling  them  to  confess  and  implore  mercy 
and  forgiveness  of  God.  But_I  saw  nothing  but 
hardened  obstinacy.  \ 

June  14^  Sabbat/L  There  was  an  a£fecting  melan* 
eholy  sight  in  church  this  afternoon,  a  child  baptiased 
of  one  of  the  criminals,  a  man  that  is  to  be  exe- 
cuted here  for  kiUing  his  own  mother.  The  man 
was  present  himself.  The  minister  spoke  well  to  the 
subject,  and  it  drew  tears  from  every  eye. 

Jime  27.  Called  down  to  Craigforth  hastily  in  the 
morning,  a  child  there  dying.  I  was  much  aflfected 
and  went  out  to  the  fields,  offering  up  prayers  to  the 
throne  of  grace  for  the  poor  child.  She,  as  well  as  the 
oldest  of  us,  must  be  washed  from  ori^^nal  sin  in  the 
blood  of  Christ.  She  must  have  his  righteousness 
imputed  to  her  ajs  well  as  we ;  she  must  have  the  cor- 
ruption of  nature  tekm  away  and  cleansed,  as  well  as 
We«     I  incline  to  have  much  charity  for  children. 
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Our  mereiM  Ssviour  said,  Suffier  UMe  ehiUbrm  to  come 
mti^  mej  Jbr  (tf  mich  U  the  kingdom  if  htaiom.  I  do  not 
«gr  all  efaildren  will  be  saved,  even  of  believii^  pa» 
nnii.  But  this  is  a  point  too  deep  for  us ;  we  must 
not  meddle  with  the  sovereignty  of  God. 

My  27.  Called  down  to  hold  a  Jnstiee  Coorti 
wiwre  I  was  sorry  to  hear  sinne  professors,  and  even 
good  men,  blamed  for  unfiur  practioes.  I  thought 
myself  obliged  to  give  them  a  pretty  severe  reprimand 
in  open  court,  to  shew  them  that  we  do  not  approve 
ef  jmy  such  practices. 

Sqitem/^  26.  In  the  afternoon  diverting  with  the 
offioers  that  are  come  to  this  town ;  but  put  out  of 
bnmour  by  their  swearing,  which  I  ought  not  to  be 
witness  to.  I  reproved  them,  but  they  cannot  refrain. 
I  resolve  to  withdraw  fr<»n  their  company,  one  of 
them  especially ;  for  the  rest  are  sober  men. 

October  21.  Went  this  mdming  a  mile  to  vint  a 
eoriosity ;  a  man  who  is  in  good  health,  and  yet  has 
not  been  out  of  his  house  these  twenty  yeArs.  Was 
well  diverted  with  him,  he  beinga  man  of  good  sense, 
and  great  traveL  Debating  with  him  about  his  not 
ecmiing  to  church  to  hear  the  Gospel ;  but  I  was  too 
much  on  the  banter ;  I  should  have  been  more  serioas 
and  grave  with  him. 

Ockber  30.  This  bdng  the  Prince's  birth-day,  I 
wai  invited  by  the  Magistrates  to  drink  the  healthsof 
tibe  day.  Very  cheerful  and  merry.  I  went  into  the 
frolic  of  dancing,  to  avoid  a  greater  frolic,  drinkii^; 
tat  I  thought  it  the  more  innocent  of  the  two. 

(1725,)  January  12.  At  home  writing  letters  to  a 
friend.  My  vein  is  inclined  to  jest  andhumoor.  The 
letter  was  too  comical  and  jocose;  and  after  I  had 
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■ent  it  away,  I  had  a  check  that  it  was  too  I%[hl,  and 
jorting  foolishly.  Isentand  got  it  bael^  and  dettroyad 
it.  My  temper  goes  too  far  that  way,  and  I  ought  to 
check  it,  and  be  more  on  my  glurd,  and  stndy  edifi* 
cation  in  every  thing. 

May  6.  Went  to  Edinburgh,  bdng  chosen  a  mem- 
ber to  the  General  Assembly. 

May  11.  An. affair  came  on  this  day  wherdb  I 
was  solicited  and  inclined  to  fiftvour  a  certain  nde; 
but  upon  hearii^  the  cause,  I  was  qidte  determined 
on  the  other  side.  I  bless  the  Lord  who  keeps  me 
from  acting  against  light,  or  wronging  my  own  con- 
science. 

May  12.  I  Was  solicited  by  the  town  of  Aberdeeil 
to  appear  in  a  cauise  which  comes  on  to-morrow.  I 
do  not  like  to  be  importuned,  but  to  be  keep  free  and 
unbiassed.* 

jwne  31.  Went  out  to  the  country  to  seie  a  dying 
Christian.  I  observe  it  is  generally  Christians  of  sim« 
plidty  and  godly  sincerity,  plain^  simple  hearted,  that 
have  most  peace  and  serenity  of  mind  at  death,  and 
inost  £ekith  and  joy ;  when  the  wise  and  purdent— the 
learned  and  subtle  wits  are  often  in  the  dark ;  and  if 
they  get  their  souls  for  a  prey,  yet  they  are  not 
honoured  to  give  such  a  testimony  to  the  truth  and 
reality  of  reli^n  as  the  others.  Worldly  wisdom  is 
good  to  defend  us  against  the  subtle  serpents  and 
tavenii^  wolves  of  this  world,  but  uprightness  and 
sincerity  give  us  peace  at  death.. 

*  This  w«s  an  appeal  from  the  Town  Council  against  the  Synod,  in 
irefer^nce  to  calling  a  Minister.  The  Magiiitriites  had  ligned  the  call, 
and  the  Synod  ditepproved.  The  Assembly  appointed  a  new  call  to 
be  iBiodenDsd. 
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Augud  fL '  This  is  dne  of'  my  r6i6arkable  days^ 
Hochstet  I  resolved,  as  usual,  to  stay  at  hoine^  and 
spend  all  tlie  day  at  home.  I  went  to  my  knees,  and 
prayed  Over  that  Psalm  which  I  had  done  the  monlH 
ing  of  the  battle,  in  marching  up  to  the  enemy,— -the 

91stPtolm; 

Augv^  18.  Reviewing  old  letters  and  papers;  0 
what  thankfulness  and  admiration  should  it  raise,  that 
I  have  been  carried  through  so  many  sns^es  of  a  cun- 
ning deceitful  world,  while  others  of  more  wisdom 
and  prudence  have  misgiven.  I  see  much  truth  in 
that.  The  battle  is  not  altvays  to  the  strong^  riches  to 
men  of  understanding^  nor  favour  to  men  ofskiU.  What 
dangers  have  I  escaped,  wherein  I  would  have  ruined 
and  destroyed  myself,  hadst  not  thou  held  up  m^ 
ways,  and  with-held  me  from  leaping  over  precipices^ 
into  which  my  wicked  heart  and  wild  fitncy  would 
have  precipitated  me.  How  wonderfblly  preserved 
for  twenty  years  wars,  in  battles  imd  eieges  !  what 
great  deliverances  !  Thou  honoiured  ine,  and  set  me 
up  as  a  monument  of  mercy  in  the  army;  took  me 
out  of  it  just  at  the  right  crisis,  and  brought  me  home 
to  my  native  country  among  my  friends,  laden  with 
riches  and  hbnours. 

Agmn,  Providence  aisted  and  provided  for  me. 
While  others  have  been  industriously  toiling,  running, 
projecting  and  plotting  how  to  get  posts  and  riches ; 
yet  crossed  and  thwarted  in  all  their  designs ;  Provi- 
dence has  laid  them  to  my  hand  without  anxiety^  and 
often  without  the  ordinary  care  and  means.  As  an 
instance  of  this,  how  easily  did  I  slip  intb  this  post 
Many  wOuld  have  been  glad  of  it,  and  courted  it;  I 
was  not  seeking  it;    I  went  from  choice  to  Stirling 
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to  live ;  then  cam^ .  on  thfe  Rebellion  wUich  brougiit: 
the  great  ine^and  the  army  hdrei  among  these,  the^ 
Grlasgow  regiment ;  then  the  differenti{>arties  rising^ 
u{^  brought  me  into  the^Castle. 

Another  instance,  as  to  riches,  was  the  South-Se» 
scheme.  What  labour  aiid  amdety  were  soine  at !  rid- 
ing, running  night  and  day;  hastening  to  be  rich,  their, 
hearts  and  souls  going  after  the  world.  Yet  how  was 
iticonverted  into  a  trap  to  catch  their  worldly  minds, 
and  make  them  ruin  themselves.  Proridence  did  all 
for  me  in  thftt;  I  never  stirred  out  of  my  chamber, 
but  used  the  ordinary  means,  writing  a  few  letters ; 
^nd  I  came  bett^  oiF  than  they  did  with  all  their  labour 
and  pains.  Wait  m  the  Lordj  and  heep  his  vmy^  and 
he  shall  exalt  thee.  As  I  desired  to  use  the  means 
with  moderateness,  so  I  desired  to  use  the  jMrofit ;  and 
I  might  have  had  much  morie,  for  I  gave  nearly  a 
thii*d  part  of  my  profits  to  friends.  God  is  the  sove- 
reign proprietor,  he  takes  from  .one,  and  gives  to 
another. 

November  4.  Bad  weather,  and  extremely  back- 
ward season.  There  is  much  com  upon  the  ground, 
and  much  not  yet  cut  down.  Lord  pity,  and  deal  not 
with  us  as  our  sins  deserve,  but  according  to  the  mul-* 
titude  of  thy  mercies. 

Naveinber  8.  Spent  the  day  quietly  about  the  gar- 
rison. I  have  now  given  over  the  diversion"  of  chess- 
playing,  as  that  which  trifled  away  too  much  tkne, 
and  made  the  spirit  too  keen  about  frivolities.  Lord, 
give  grace  to  spend  my  time  better. 

(1726,)  Jmuary  12.  Gettiiig  account  of  the  King's 
landing.  Lord  be  blessed  for  his  preservation,  for 
he  was  in  gce^t  danger  Ati«at  coming  over  in  a  great 
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■tomi.  Lordf  preserve  him  long  to  be  a  ketiDg  Ui 
ing  to  thy  church,  and  these  natknis.  Guide  and  di- 
rect him  and  his  Parliament  into  right  HMatuies.  Let 
them  have  thy  glory  more  bdforo  their  eyes»  in  all 
they  do. 

January  21.  Writing  and  transcrihii^  some  me- 
moirs that  were  lying  by  me,  about  the  Earl  i^Rothes* 
death.  They  were  demanded  of  me  long  ago  by  a 
minister  who  was  employed  in  writing  fives.  I  was 
in  the  wrong  that  did  not  send  tiiem  sooner,  finr  if  I 
can  do  fittle  good  myself,  I  should  do  all  I  can  to  be 
helpful  to  others. 

March  2.  Grood  company  vinting  us.  I  should 
like  to  be  so  tryst^  in  a  place,  to  five  where  I  mi^t 
have  a  good  man  or  minister,  two  or  three  say,  to 
converse  with  freely,  without  reserve,  to  argue  and 
debate  with  freedom,  without  j  ealoustes  or  misunder- 
standings ;  a  sympathy  and  good  agreement  between. 
Here  I  often  dare  not  speak  my  mind  out,  for  fear  of 
giving  offence. 

April  5.  Dull  all  day,  and  fit  for  notlul^.  I  took 
upaplay  to  read,  a  tragedy;  but  that  did  not  answer. 
O  ^ve  me  grace  to  spend  time  bett^;  to  have  more 
delight  in  rel^on,  and  then  the  day  would  not  haMig 
so  heavy  on  tny  hands.  I  cannot  now  hxAd  out  read- 
ing or  being  long  intent  upbii  any  thing,  as  I  could 
have  done  before.  The  infirmities  of  age  oome  on. 
If  I  had  a  spiritual  mind,  it  would  give  a  sfnritual 
taste  and  relish ;  and  I  should  not  weary  of  spiritoal 
duties. 

May  3.  Our  friends  going  away;  I  felt  melan- 
choly at  parting.  No  happiness  in  earthly  ^oymonts ; 
Idl  uncertain  and  unsatisfying.    We  are  but  strangers 


aad  idjomnrts  liore.  AH  Ss  vapify  ami  yeSBtion  «f 
tfmL  O  Xiord,  be  .thou  my  poiftiQii  and  aajr  iift]^^ 
nesB,  that  when  all  oAer  enjoymeniis  TanialLaiid  pe4^ 
thou  may^at  be  the  idtamal  hafg^eaa  of  tngr  aooL  J 
went  to  thie  watel^j  and'^vertad  myself  ^  the  forar 
noon  anglii^;  but  oame  vp  early  to  seecdV^  jr  ivjusit 
from  some  pansons  of  quality.  IpmiedSatdy  !9rbm 
they  wefe  gbiie,  another  CMtopany  came  up  ^Ihat  ivM 
ob%ed  alio  to  drink  a  bottle  4i£  wine  ngn&u  HUM 
made  me  liileasy ;  but  I  eanoot  he^^it.  My  pjKt  and 
station  obHgea  me  to  entertain  strangoB. 

Map  ^1*  .Down  at  Crngforth  all  day.  Going  nf 
stairs,  I  saw  a  melancholy  employment,  a  paktter  draw^ 
ing  the  portraits  of  two  gentlemen^  members  of  :the 
family,  both  dead,  and  both  my  dear  frisnds  andxela^ 
tions.  i  had  seribus  thoughts;  ihey  w(9re  botibLCOt 
off  in  the  bloom  of  youdi.  Tanium  osimduni  tmifi 
fmc  ultra  esse  simmL  We  caiinot  dive  into  .the .  Aeep 
mysterioas  dlM%pis  of  Providence.  .The  dd  ^gentfe- 
man  had  a  great  ^mUtibn  and  fbnj^cisss  to  ee^  him* 
self  and  fiunily  represented,  now  Aat  View  is  mose 
distant. 

ffyne  (6.  At  the  tiFater  again  all  the  ^Dreooon 
Idling.  It  ilia  dftBghtfid  place,,  and  a  plea^iantamiiise- 
inent.  There  is  a  calm  and  solitary  sevraiity  of  nunfl 
about  woods  and  waiter,  which  pleases  me.  Makiqg 
some  yisitS'in  oiy-way  home. 

November  28.  Bosy  thrira^  the  day^  and  jaittiiig 
close  ttem  two  oVtoclq  till  eight  at  night,  writing 
lettiBTs,  milking  ^p  ^smi^ts,  discharges,  inuster-^volls, 
&c.  all  coihmg  ^t  once';  .ioaaking  up  dispatches  £»r 
Edinburgh,  &c.  All  going  on  smoothly.  Lotd,  thou 
makest  allvl  do  td  prosper  well.     O  ^ve  me  grace  to 
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ierve  thee  cheerfully,  as  I  have  good  reaacm  to  do; 
and  have  my  heart  lifted  up  in  thy  ways.  FWagued  at 
night.  I  did  not  think  I  could  have  been  Me  to  hold 
out  so  well  and  bo  long*  Lord,  thou  art  the  strength 
of  my  heart,  and  my  portion  for  ever. 

(1728,)  January  5.  Paying  a  vimt  to  the  ConH 
mandant  How  pleasantly  and  cheerfully^  (and  as  the 
world  thinks)  happily,  do  some  men  Eve;  and  all  thisi 
because  they  know  nothing  of  their  own  heturts.  But 
the  Christian  oftentimes,,  though  outwardly  in  gieat 
prosperity,  is  seen  hanging  his  head  melancholy  and 
cast  down:  Wretched  man,  with  this  body  qf  death.  And 
this  is  one  reason  why  the  cai^ial  w<Hrld  reproaches 
religion  and  religious  persons,  as  sour,  gloomy,  and 
splenetic.  And  alas  !  religious  people  are  too  seldmn 
in  that  good,  cheerful  frame,  so  as  to.  recommend  their 
profession  to  a  carnal  world. 

Jamary  84  Writing  lettems  this  day  (about  purr 
chasing  more  property.)  Lord,  keep  my  heart  off  the 
worlds  when  my  hands  and  thoughts  are  employed 
about  it.  I  bless  God  my  heart  is  not  much  set  upoa 
this  affiur.  I  should  now,  in  old  age,  be  tKWilring 
more  upon  dislodging,  than  settling  in  this  irorld. 

January  20.  Applying  to  the  Magistrates  for  a  sup- 
ply to  a  person,  or  rather  a  community,  which  they 
granted.  Some  of  th^m  solicited  again  for  a  &vour 
to  a  poor  burgess,  which  I  proii»sed..in  my  turn. 
Boyatusrogo.    Manus  numum/ricat.  / 

February  17.  .  Serious  in  the  forenoon  reading.    In 
the  evening  with  our  Society  for  prayer.    O  na^y  -eveiy 
mean  be  blessed  for  strengtliening  grac^,  a^d  ni»1ring 
Christ  more  pr^ious  to  my  souL 
V    March  14.   Sent  for  to  see  Craigforth,  who  is  taken 
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Very  ill.  Found  him  v^ry  weak ;  he  Bpbhd  Bttle^  siid 
did  not  like  to  be  spoken  to.  Our  own  ministers,  «»i 
two  others  came  and  prayed  with  him*  I  desire  to  be 
much  concerned  about  him.  It  is  aik  awful,  serious 
thing  to  see  a  friend  dyuig.  And  I  am  sure  I  should 
hear  this  voice  crying,  to  make  ready  tor  death,  by 
fleeing  to  Christ ;  and  this  should  be  done  when  we 
are  most  lively  and  healthy.  A  death-bed  is  most 
unfit  for  this,  when  the  body  is  oppressiad  with  pain 
and  sickness — ^the  spirits  limguishing  and  weak.  O 
^ve  grace  to  be  taken  up  this  way,  when  I  have  such 
a  call,  such  an  impressive  sermon  on  mortidity,  and 
the  vanity  of  the  world,  b  a  sholrt  time  he  di^ ;  by 
which  a  business  was  thrown  upon  me  I  was  not  fit 
nor  inclined  for,  as  I  could  have  wished  to  spend  my 
old  age  in  quietness^  free  from  the  cares  of  the  world, 
that  I  might  have  time  to  Aind  bette)^  things.  I  was 
appointed  tutor  ~to  the  young  hehr^  Idid  to  take  the 
management  of  his  affidrs,  which  I  woidd  rather  have 
shunned,  not  having  skill  in  the  law.  Qui  thok  iky 
burden  an  pie  Lordj  he  shall  msiain  ihee ;  cammii  Ihy 
way  to  God^  trust  in  him,  and  he  shsullbrinffiitopass. 

June  1.  Sent  for  to  a  Justice-Court,  upon  a  com- 
plaint against  one  of  the  Excise  OflSbers.  I  took  tins 
t>cca8ion  to  give  him  a  severe  reprimand  for  his  lewd, 
wicked  way  of  living,  scandalous  and  offensive  to  all 
sober  people.  My  temper  and  spirit  hot  and  ke^  in 
^ving  the  rebuke  v  but  it  was  all  feeal,  and  I  bless 
God  who  gives  me  o^^rtunities  of  discouraging  vice 
in  this  place.  We  petitioned  th<6  Boai'd  to  get  him 
removed  elsewhere^  which  they  grantedi 

June  22.  Dining  in  company  with  the  officers  here ; 
cheerful  conversation,  but  a  great  deid  ci  loose  lan- 
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\gangB.  I  dUd  no*  join  them,  but  perhaps  Was  to6  leiu^ 

mad  did  moi  repnfm.    I  thinkit  woaldhnvedoiie  nti 

fp)od;  jet  someliinee  I  gave  a  eheek,  Wi  fiurito  deeteqr 

«id  good  iHwdiBg  i^uld  aDoir  j  and  I  do  tiiink  tiigt 

itfUMOg  pidite  genUimen,  thn  way  is  mom  likeljr  Mb 

-gain  the  end,  Aen  a  solemn  fiMial  febtike  which 

fronld  he  bat  hmgfaed  at    I  had  tmt  one  diTendi^ 

here,  viz.  the  bowling-green,  and  I  find  I  mnst  ghe 

that  over,  though  it  be  a  ^ery  ittnoeeiit  recreatioti^ 

npon  pmdential  eonodiBratiims ;  beeanse  I  do  not  Hke 

Che  ecmipany  ai  these  offieetii.    I  am  more  flie  wona 

than  the  better  <^  it. 

My  18«  Bxerdsing  the  garrison,  andreading  ov^r 
the  Articles  of  war ;  giving  orders  Sgidnst  imknbrelit^i 
and  patting  them  in  executioti  kmiiediat^  against  a 
swearer* 

Augusi  84«  SaUaih.  I  often  wish  mneh  to  hear 
oftener  odr  friend  at  St  Nlhians.  I  had  a  grudge 
thiM:  I  eoold  not  get  him  heard  this  day,  for  fisat  of 
giving  <rfbnce«  And  indeed  it  is  a  gr^t  grievance 
to  me  here,  that  I  cannot  get  tliat  edifitetion  I  eoold 
get,  and  wonld  fiiin  hate*  I  dare  not  go  where  I  ain 
most  edified,  for  fear  it  bd  taken  amiss.  Ithinkofience 
sboold  not  be  taken  at  any  body  fbr  going  occamon- 
ally  wbere  they  get  most  inst^tion.  It  is  the  ill 
humours  and  narrowness  of  mindllAt  makes  mimsters 
and  others  be  ofiimded.  They  should  rather  rejoiee 
that  any  of  llieir  people  get  edifieation  to  their  souk, 
by  whatever  instrument  It  is  a  hard  things  to  belied 
up  from  Christian  liberty,  by  the  prejudices  and  nar- 
rowness of  people's  hmnoursi  Lord,  fill  our  hearts 
with  mutual  love  and  charity ;  diei^  is  not  so  much 
of  that  as  should  be  amcmg  us. 


* 

.  Qctober^  10«  SHwds^  and  aequaitttwee  dropping  <tf 
by  degrees,  Smrprieed  with  tba  sudden  dealik  c^:.tf 
young  hopefiol:  genilenifia.  Liord  Uea»  to  me  evesy 
pr0vidence,;  O  give  me.gmce  U>  be  Uring  as  a  atra^ 
ger  and  pilgrim^  working  wt  my  salvalim  with  fees 
m^  tremtdrng ;  ready  tor  gp  when  eaUed*iHneady  m 
i^ite-fH^eady  in^ftamek 

.  Tlie  routine  of  hiB  military  »veeatiiui%  with  the  aid» 
ditional  duties  of  Uie  subordinate  offices  he  had  beea 
ceUed  upon.  to.  fill  ini  »  c&idl  ^^spm^^  afforded  bii* 
Utde  room  forineident.eir  variety  in hisliGe^  and  nen 
ce»ifirily ted hia dM^u^^to  run  moee. in  the  beaten 
tiradK  c^  daily  observation*,  This;  eonsidQcalaoB,  it 
would  aiq^ear^  wngbed  ndtii  him  9m  an  indncement  to 
diseontbmehifii  I>NMry^  wdncdi  breaks  off  at  this  ti^iaii 
whw  he.  ymfk  yit.  in  tetosMe.  healthy.  a9d  imfbf  a 
twelyemi^iith b^e  his  death.  Betdoses: his: nqfistsD 
alt  die  e«A  e£  thit  yean  mth:  an  aHusion  to  this  um^ 
HiMUity  j^  Hs'  manner  ef  Mimgi  and  nudoi^  siam» 

^^  K  IS;  needbM  fov  me^  to  set  d^wn  every  pertioufair} 
dEty»  when  1  bav^  now  so  Utile  to  say  that  is  wortb 
^9fqring-H9o  Jittie  of  ymt^  or  lewarhable  as  to  my^ 
ftame^  or  prondenoeit  Mm\  my  frame  is  too.deadf 
imd  £(H:me]»  fintii.  not  Mve^  graes  not  yigoroue.:  l 
am  much  tafam  up  with)  burfness  of  one  sort  aH^ 
imotiierj  yi3tfi^.LdPM!tiiWittmie&r  xeUgioai^^ 
had  but  a  spiritual  mind  and  disposition.  In  tike  i|H( 
t^nrals  of  busi^elMi!  i  somelfonM  turn  my  thoughts, 
upwiMrd>  where  tiMBra  is  i^^^epaiwd  an  eternal  rest  for> 
the  peo]^  ef  God. 

I  am  reviewing  my  fbrmmt  Pierieii,  beginning  ini 
noif  when  I  wee  in  JUjadiii»    I  find  gneal  varietjB:^: 
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many  upa  and  downs ;  aad  days  of  daaailion^  ei  me- 
laneholy,  ehagrin^  and  diaeentent  with  my  own  tem- 
per. But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  I  had  aweet  r»- 
Tiahing  eommuniima  and  feUowahip  with  God ;  noUe 
actmga  of  faith;  delightful  experiencea;  ferv«nt  prayer, 
and  sensible  returns  of  graee;  fidth  vigorous;  love 
ardent,  and  assurance  strong.  When  I  set  np  the  one 
against  the  other,  wril  may  I  say,  that  the  l%fat  affic- 
tiona  I  met  widi,  were  not  to  be  eompared  to  these 
fiur  more  exceeding  rich,  and  noble  comforts  and  sup* 
plies.  That  whidi  fretted  and  vexed  me  most  was^ 
diat  I  was  so  little  fitted  for  the  bosmess  I  was  em- 
ployed in;  and  met  with  so  much  ill  company-  that  I 
cotdd  not  live  with.  I  had  not  suf^oiess  to  manage 
people's  tempers  and  humowB,  wherein  my  antago- 
nists  had  a  great  advantage  over  mie,  by  eonfonning  to 
the  world,  and  putting  diemselves  in  every  ABpe  to 
gain  their  point ;  by  cajoling,  tireating,  Inribing,  they 
carried  their  cause,  though  it  was,  to  every  unpartial 
spectator,  palpably  less  foir  and  just.  I  had  peace  in 
the  justice  of  our  cause,  and  I  took  thic^  aa  an  eam^ 
of  it,  that  I  had  so  much  of  God's  presence,  though  I 
was  not  supematorally  assisted  above  the  sphere  ni 
himsan  ability,  nor  pontrary  to  the  bias  of  my  natural 
temper..  I  was  always  well  helped  to  do  my  duty, 
and  when  any  thing  failed  of  success,  it  waa  not  for 
want  of  assistance,  but  through  the  defect  cif  my  own 
management. 

^  I  find  I  complained  also  of  ^  stiff,  reserved,  un- 
sociable temper;  this  was  very  uneasy  and  discouraging 
but  it  had  likewise  its  advantages ;  it  kept  me  oat  of 
mudh  sin  and  many  temptation^.  My  temper  since 
1^80  become  more  open,  franl^  and  sodal ;  bat  tfam  it 
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often  exposes  me  to  too  much  conformity  to  the  worlds 
and  to  many  snares.  So  we  see  every  temper  has  its 
good  and  ill;  bnt  to  follow  and  practise  the  good, 
and  shun  the  evil,  Hoc  opus,  hie  labor  esiJ* 

Of  the  last  year  of  his  life,  which  we  have  now 
reached,  and  of  the  manner  of  his  death,  no  memorials, 
so  far  as  I  know,  have  been  preserved.  It  is,  how- 
ever, of  less  moment  to  know  how  a  Christian  dies, 
than  how  he  lived;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt, 
that  his  olodng  scene  would  corrisspond  with  the  ge- 
neral tenor  of  his  walk  and  conversation ;  and  that  all 
his  professions  of  religion  would  be  amply  substan- 
tiated and  confirmed  by  his  dying  example^  His 
health,  as  we  observed,  was  yet  comparatively  fresh 
and  vigorous,  and  though  descencBng  into  the  vale  of 
years,  his  natural  strength  and  spirits  were  not  sensibly 
4ecayed.  Though  ripe  as  to  age  and  honours,  he  may 
be  said  to  have  died  prematurely  as .  to  constitution, 
The  severe  and  repeated  attacks  of  the  malady  witii 
which  he  was  seized,  were  beyond  the  power  of  fnul 
nature  long  to  resist  or  endure.  For  a  Considerable 
time  before  his  death  he  suffered  extremely  from  at- 
tacks of  the  stone,  which,  it  appears,  baffled  all  the 
efforts  of  medical  skill  to  remove.  This  disease  se^qs 
to  have  generated  suddenly,  as  he  never  mentions, 
until  a  very  late  period,  bis  being  subject  to  calculous 
affections.  These  fits  became  more  frequent  and 
painfiil  the  nearer  he  approached  his  end ;  yet.  under 
the  most  excrueiating  anguish  of  bodily  distress,  his 
Boul  fled  to  that  refuge,  and  his  fiuth  grasp^  with 
firm  hold  to  those  promises  which  had  Indeii  the 
source  of  all  his  hopes  and  consclatioiis.  The  fo)- 
Llowing  is  a  quotalioa  b^m  his  Diary  for  th^  1st  gf 
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nky  17SB ;  and  among  the  earliest  inatanoes  of  bk 
hmag  flerioualy  afflicted  wiA  his  distomper. 

^  This  ksinigfat  Ihad  one  of  the  severest  iiights  fyi^ 
pam  lever  had  in  my  life.  I  was  sdsed  about  the  middle 
of  the  n^hty  and  wrestled  with  my  affliction'  for  ap 
iMmr  or  two^  not  wishing  to  awake  any  body,  but  found 
it  would  not  do,  the  pains  grew  sorer  and  sorer ;  I 
anrase  and  walked,  and  sat  and  tossed  into  twenty 
postures,  seeking  ease  and  iising  remedies  which  had 
little  effect*  I  cried  to  Gk)d  for  pity  and  help^  and 
prayed  for  patience,  which  was  like' to  fail;  but  his 
everlasting  arms  were  und^eath,  powerfully  asstst- 
ing  me  in  the  severity  of  my  distress*  Faith  also  was 
at  work  calling  upon  the  Lord^  and  trusting  in  him 
as  my  God.  But,  aks !  m  the  oEtremity  of  pain 
fidth  stands  at  a  low  ebb,  and  gioes  into  little  bulk. 
The  thoughts  become  confoffied  when  the  body  is 
tacked ;  I  know  not  how  it  may  be  with  others,  but  I 
find  it  so.  At  two  in  the  morning  I  was  directed  to 
take  son^e  n^ediciiie,  which,  by  the  blessmg  of  Oo^ 
had  so  good  an  effect,  that  I  got  some  rest  and  slept 
till  nine,  when  I  awaked  much  refreshed.^  O  the 
kindness  and  compassion  of  God,  who  knows  oar 
frame,  that  we  are  but  dust,  and  has  no  pleasure  in 
afflicting  his  poor  creatures.^  O  may  this  be  a  rod  to 
chase  me  to  C%riit ;  and  ^e  fruit  of  all  to  purge  a^wajf 

Stl|. 

The  progress  of  tiiis  malady  speedily  undermined 
ids  constitution,  and  it  wai^  ti^  its  agoniiing  pains  tiiat 
he  ultimately  fell  a  victim.  When  symptoma  were 
"dfiscovered  of  its  terminating  fbtally,  physicians  wm 
sent  for  from  Efinborghf  tp  give  t&eir  advice  and 
9sinstance ;  but  their  arts  w#r#  of  nd  jivai)^  a^d  the 
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patieat's  only  veaouroe  vma  W  itwait  t^  «pprcMM^  of 
that  final  isiJmrmtiOf  vfaicb.  wm  to  eis^bwogo  Jm 
wfrnmntarf  f^Sk&im  fixr  an  ^lenud  wei^^t  of  gl<»ry« 

,TbiN»^  i«  often  4M»(i6Uiii^  9iiMi«M9ly  mUi(r^$la9g  U| 
tlM  4fii9thr«cioono  of  an  oxpiriiig  C%i8tjm>  cwipeoiaU]; 
idim  oartUy  vemediep  ean  hmg  do  r«m^  a»d  ibiy 
vmk  9kittf  foilsd  aad  exliau3ted9  biu»  pi^uouoi^ed  r^ir 
aovfiry  hopeless.  .  The  mind  driveo  fr^m  aU  otlw  ^^ 
aowoes,  riaen  abovo  its  iofirmiti^fi,  and  seexoa  tn^x^ir 
ito  languid  mA  aoatt^od  poweni}  a«^  it  wt^ae^  to  put 
fortii  one  last  ocdleetiyo  eff<»:t  o(  strei^gtibu.    Tlioqgl^ 
the  outwaard  frame  be  racked  with  pain^  op  waatod  ta 
aiabadowy  tbe  soul  ia  often  filled  ^th  aeoret  raptmrfy 
of  heavenfy  joy.    It  fN^ems  to  acquire  mw  vigour  in 
proportion  aa  the  manaioai  of  day  falla  kito  mina;  aod 
ney<^  longa  mme  to  be  dia^iomnbered  of  ita  ob«iNK^ 
than  when  about  to  quit  its  earthly  piiiwm*    Xt.jp 
then  that  the  qarit  displays  its  supt^riaiiity  over  A^ 
things  of  I4me>  and  makes  its  suUii»M  ^orta  oi 
gmgnanitnity.    Then  is  tbe  Baoaaent  that  ^ajuth  fom** 
pletes  her  viotory  over  the  worldy^^that  dmnct  gneof 
trtumphs  over  aU  the  donbto  apd  the  fsars  of  natures 
JBven  the  timorous  saint  who  has  beeu  all  hia  life  per* 
plexed  with  disooun^poig  af^rebenaions,  viewing  fuf 
tomty  through  the  dftrk  and  distempered  region  of 
bia  own  thoughts^  is  oft^a  seen  on  the  near  iq[qproa<ab 
of  dissolution  to  exehange  his  diaquietjqg  fimw  for 
holy  trani^>orta»    The  cloud  that  overoast  hia  sfirit  i» 
dispelled  by  the  bwns  of  the  Sun  of  Bighteousneefi^ 
That  peace  which  passeth  undenstanding  i^iaea  ip 
Hfipn  his  soul  with  a  settii^  aplen4eur»  and  the  lustro 
0f  hia  Ufe  never  appears  ao  bright  us  at  the  oMmeo^ 
4i^2ti  beiog  0$lap(pi^sb#^ 

9ii 
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-  Someihiiig  of  ihifl  kind  seems  to  have  been  ex- 
hibited in  the  instance  of  Colonel  Blachader*     While 
he  suffered  the  extremity  of  bodily  pein,  his  sonl  ap> 
pears  to  have  burst  from  underneath  the  cloud  of 
mental  anxiety,  and  the  pressure  of  severe  distress^ 
That  temporary  dejection  of  which  he  occasionally 
eomplained  in  earlier  life,  had  entirely  vanished.   The 
gloom  that  sometimes  intercepted  the  eye  of  fidth  in 
its  contemplations  of  futurity,  disappeared  as  the  glories 
of  the  invisible  world  were  more  nearly  revealed.    A 
Well  grounded  assurance  of  an  interest  in  the  Re- 
deemer's merits  had  calmed  all  his  sdicitudes;  and 
Hope,  rising  to  full  fruition,  lighted  up  every  dark  spot 
in  his  anticipations.    His  mind  retained  to  tiie  last 
ttncMnmoU  firmness,  and  his  jriety  its  usual  fervour. 
When  his  physicians  informed  him  that  his  distemper 
Was  beyond  the  reach  of  medirine, — that  sympaAy 
was  now  the  only  aid  they  could  administer,  he  is 
said  to  have  received  tiie  melancholy  intelligence  with 
the  most  resigned  submission.   Raising  hiinself  on  Ids 
bed,  he  surveyed  his  friends  with  a  placid  and  digni- 
fied composure.     He  thanked  all  Us  attendants  for 
their  kind  services,  and  having  taken  leave  of  his 
fiunily,  he  breathed  his  last,  expressing  his  firm  hopiei 
and  earnest  desire  of  another  and  a  better  life  beyond 
time  and  mortality.      This  took  place  im  Sabbath 
)noming  the  31st  of  August  1729,  when  he  was  within 
a  few  days  of  completing  his  sixty-fifth  year.     His 
remains  were  interred  in  the  West-Churoh  ci  StirBng, 
Within  which,  on  the  south  wall,  near  the  puljnt,  is 
fixed  a  plain  marble  tablet,  erected  several  years  ago 
-by  one  of  his  near  relations,  bearing  tiie  fbllowing  in- 
scription, which  expresses  briefly  and  modestiy  a  gene- 
ral  outline  of  hk  life  and  chasacter :— 
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Near  thif  plaee  are  deposited  tbe  R^rnahw  of  li 
Brave  Soldier  and  Devout  Christianr^ 

JOHN  BLACKADEfi,  Esq. 

LaU  Limtmanl'Colond  of  the  Ckjunmrnikn^  Regmeni. 

He  served  under  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  in 

Qyi:]9>f  Ante's  WarSj 

and  was  present  at  most  of  the  Engagements  in  that  Reign. 

He  died  Deputy  Governor  of  Stirling  Castle^  in 
August  ITS^.    Aged  <S5  years, 

Augusjt  1789,  J.  T.  • 

Hnving  brought  oar  extracts  to  a  conclusion,  it 
would  now  only  remafai  to  lay  before  the  reader  some 
general  sketch  of  the  character  of  the  individual  whose 
papers  have  been  submitted  to  his  perusal.  This, 
however,  has  been  already  anticipated,  and  m  some 
measure  superseded,  by  the  critidsms  which  precede 
the  Diary,  and  the  occasional  remarks  with  which  the 
whole  is  interspersed.  Besides,  the  Journal  itself  pre- 
sents so  true  a  mirror  of  his  Aiind,  and  enters  so  fiilly 
into  the  minutise  of  his  1^,  as  to  famish  a  more  ac- 
curate and  faithful  portraiture  than  any  laboured  de- 


*  This  marble  was  the  tribute  of  his  grand-nephew^  Mr.  John 
Young,  Edinburgh,  whose  initials  are  inscribed  upon  it,  with  the  date 
of  its  erection ;  grandson  of  his  sister  already  mentioned.  Of  Mrs. 
Yonng's  Diary,  and  her  husband's  consolatory  letter,  entitled,  **  Faith 
promoted^  and  Fears  prevented,  from  •  proper  view  of  affliction," 
we  designed  to  give  some  further  account,  but  the  length  to  which 
our  pther  extnicts  have  extended*  prevents  us.  She  had  two  sons, 
John,  a  jnerehant  in  Leith,  fktber  to  the  above,  and  grandfather  to  the 
present  John  Yonng,  Esq.  Edinburgh;  William,  who  served  at  a 
surgeon  in  the  Coldstream  Guards  during  the  Marlborough  campaigns^ 
and  is  ofteQ  mentioned  in  the  Coloners  letters.  He  afterwards  settled 
m  a  medical  practitioner,  with  his  wife  and  family,  in  England,  wfa^ 
bit  descendants  ttill  Mmain. 
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lineatioii  tnm  Off  hand  ef  anolkr.  W#  flhdl,  how* 
e?er,  to  aki  the  reader't  eoneeptiotti^  ad?«rt  shortly  to 
•ome  of  thoM  eiitMimitance>  wkh  irldch  he  is  already 
aeqqainted  ia  the  detail;  aiideiidea?iNtr  to  plaee  more 
imiiie&tdty  wider  hie  eye  ibese  diaiMteri^ 
that  lie  scattered  over  so  wide  a  mttEace. 

In  whatever  %ht  the  particular  shades  g(  his  Efe 
may  be  viewed,  the  general  impTesdon  of  the  whole, 
by  which  alone  the  true  estimate  of  any  character 
must  be  fixed,  will  be  such,  I  am  persuaded,  as  to 
bear  out  the  monumental  tide  which  tbe  affection  of 
his  relatioa  conferred  upon  hin^  as  a  bkavb  soldisr 
and  a  Dbvout  Christian. 

On  his  military  qualifications  it  is  not  our  purpose 
to  enlarge;  ndither  do  we  thiidc  these  will  be  ooeh 
templated  as  the  most  illustdous  or  the  most  interest 
ing  parts  of  his  character.  The  rank  he  aoqini^ 
and  the  eeteem  with  whidb  be  quitted  the  army,  bear 
honourable  testiipony  to  the  high  reputation  with 
which  he  discharged  the  duties  of  bis  profiBssion,. 
There  was  scarcely  an  action  in  which  he  had  been, 
(to  use  his  own  words,)  <^  but  Providence  did  kindly 
make  some  incidents  to  fall  out,''  which  raised  him  in 
the  favour  both  of  his  General  and  fellow-officers; 
and  when  he  left  their  society,  he  carried  with  hifu 
into  his  retirement  the  good  opinion  ci  one  wbo  was 
a  competent  judge  of  military  character,  and  not 
given  to  flatter.  **  I  was  ashamed,''  sajrs  he,  ^^  to 
hear  of  the  kind  and  obliging  things  which  my  Lord 
-Duke  spoke  about  me  to  the  company  with  him,  after 
I  was  gone  out." 

Bravery  is  reckoned  the  first  and  most  shining 
quality  in  a  soldier ;  and  of  tbis  he  nevw  shewed  any 
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difieieiiey.  On  all  ooemom  he  seems  to  hare  be^ 
haved  with  abimdsiit  intrepidily,  and  in  Tariime  in* 
stances  acquitted  himself  with  nporier  credit  and  die* 
tinction*  Wherever  his  dnty  called  him  he  was  ready 
to  go^  without  fisar  or  hesitation ;  and  in  the  hottest 
posts  he  never  shnmk  from  danger,  whm  example  or 
encouragement  made  it  necessary  for  him  to  expose 
himself.  When  he  had  opportonitiea  of  retirement 
and  full  leisure  fbr  his  devotions,  his  courage,  fort^ed 
by  these  internal  resources,  mounted  to  a  jntch  of 
boldness  bordering  on  ^ithuiuasm.  Yet  though  darings 
he  does  not  appear  rash  or  ioeonsideiate ;  we  never 
find  him  courting  unnecessary  exposure,  or  mslnn|f 
headlong  into  danger  with  a  thoughtless  and  foolish 
temerity.  His  valour  wa^  of  that  cool  pud  steady 
sort  which  is  equally  remote  from  caUpos  insensibility 
and  intemperate  frenzy;  it  partook  inuch  of  the  ge^ 
neral  cast  of  his  mind,  solemn,  grave,  and  deUberatew 
There  is  anotiber  species  of  courage  diffenmt  from 
the  former,  but  not  less  essential  to  the  soldier,  and 
that  is  a  patient  and  pasdve  endurance  ci  the  toils, 
fatigues,  and  privations  which  he  must  undergo  in  the 
vicisdtudes  of  long  and  laborious  campaigns.  This 
necessary  quality  the  Colonel  possessed  in  an  emiiilent 
d^ree.  Wearisome  marches,-?-*oontinui|ig  under  amu| 
night  and  day, — ^the  want  of  food  i|nd  bodily  repose^ 
— ^the  vexations  of  defeat  and  disappointments,-— >wei# 
endured  with  cheerfulness,  apd  seem  never  to  have 
extorted  from  him  a  single  expressioii  of  discontent 
He  had  the  happy  disposition  of  interpreting  every 
occurrence  in  the  mpet  fitvouxable  light,  and  viewing 
every  change  in  the  fortunes  of  war,  as  working  to- 
gether, uiider  Pln>vi4«noe,  for  the  geiie^  Tim 
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.^  kept  his  mind  in  perfect  peace,"  easy  as  to  the  issue 
of  doubts  and  difficulties.  It  inspired  him  with  for^ 
tiliide  and  enoourag^nnent  onder  misfinrtane ;  it  taug^ 
him  confidence  in  the  midst  of  perplexity,  to  turn 
even  losses  and  disappointments  into  matter  of  eratH 

MM.  D 

lode.  What,  in  some  droumstaiioes,  might  scarcely 
have  been  thought  common  mercies,  in  others,  became 
kncuries.  As  he  judged  of  all  his  comforts  by  com- 
parison, this  made  him  thankful  for  the  smallest  ac» 
Commodation,  were  it  but  the  shelter  of  a  cottage,  a 
soldier's  tent,  or  a  bed  of  straw. 

MooESTT,  always  the  concomitant  of  true  oouriage^ 
was  another  consfncuous  feature  in  his  military  cIuh 
racier.  His  temper  uniformly  was  to  extenuate  and 
never  to  exa^erate  when  speaking  of  his  own  achieve^ 
menti.  His  best  actions,  even  such  as  were  '^  dis- 
tinguished by  circumstances  of  reputation  that  gave 
them  a  peculiar  lustre  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,''  he 
adpiowledges  to  be  but  a  compound  of  weakness  and 
defects.  In  speaking  of  the  Fegiment,  he  employs  the 
9ame  bumbling  and  derogative  langnage.  When  they 
bad  been  ^^  honoured  in  particular  to  do  some  yery 
good  service,"  he  remarks,  '^  It  was  the  Lord's  doing, 
and  not  by  our  sword  or  our  bow;  take  thou  the 
glory  to  thyself."  That  he  considerably  under-rated 
^heir  services,  *^  lest  the  arm  of  flesh  should  boast,'^ 
iq^pears  from  the  historical  fact,  thai  during  the  pr»- 
p^dihg  campaigns  they  rec^ved,  for  their  galkmt  con^ 
duct,  the  thanks  of  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  no  less 
thmi  seven  different  times. 

In  his  backwardness  to  solicit  preferment,  his  mo- 
desty was  very,  remarkable,  and  in  his  shunning, 
tber  than  Mddog  those  honoura  he  bad  so  9101 


fiously  earned.    He  frequeiitly  mentums'  his  innrpav 

oity  to  ^*  fiiwn  and  cringe  to  the  great,''  as  he  terma  * 

it ;  and  he  abhorred  tlie  smoodi^  but  shaUow  ar^oea 

by  which  men  of  pliaMe  and  nnprincq>led  amfaitiott 

will  insmnate  themselves  into  fiiTcrar*   Many,  by  cnn^' 

ning  and  stratagem,  by  adopting  base  and  contemptiUe 

oqpedients,  from  which  an  honest  independent  spiritr 

recoils  with  disgost,  will  take  precedence  of  real:  me^ 

lit,  an4  outstrip  their  more  ocmsoitatioas  cOmpetatecte 

in  the  race  of  preferment.    To  these  arts  he  was  as 

entire  stranger.     He  had  a  dignity  and  elevBtibh  of 

mind  that  scorned  ever  to^stoepor  iqpply'to  them;    It 

was  his  mle  to  pay  no  court  to  his -superiors,  CKcept 

where  merit  and  int^rity  paved  the  way  to  their  fin 

vour.     ^^  I  neveir  incline,"  says- he,  ^^  1x»  go  hear  tbi^ 

court,  except  when  friends  pudi  and  hector  me  to  gof 

(w  I  had  always  that  badifiilaesB  of  nature,. that  I 

cannot  endure  to  be  where  I  think  I  am  troublesoHWi; 

Let  others  whose  talent  it  is,  get  j^aces  by  assunHied 

and  forwardness,  I  shall  have  mine  by  modesty,-  at 

want  them*     I  cannot  flatter  and  cringe;  neitheria 

it  decent  or  becoming  finr  a  diild  of  Ae  house  to  ba 

fkwniog  upon  the  servants  fbr  a  fiivour.  -  A  child  of 

God  should  have  a  noMer  spirit,"    Those  qualities 

which  his  associailes  r^arded-  as  a  blameaUe  want  of 

ambition,  and  ban  to  bis  advancement,  .were,  in  re»^ 

Uty,  the  attributes  that  throw  a  peculiar  lustre  over 

his  character;  Aey  ate  essential  ingredients  in.  tha 

constituticm  of  every  noUe  and  honourable  mindk 

They  fiHrmed  no  barrier  in  the  way  uf  his  prdermsnt, 

and  they  secured  him  ultimately,  as  tiiey  always  idil 

do,  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his  superiors^r  t. 

1-The  exemplary  manner  in  which  bs  djecharged:  Us 
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NgHMnlad  dntieiy  has  already  been  notibad,  and  vili 
atiaai  to  tlie  reader^s  reeollactioii.  Ha  ragarded  tba 
f^Snm^g^.  jMurta  of  hia  ofl&ea  bb  a  matter  of  oonariance, 
and  not  merely  of  form*  Hia  attentaon  to  diacipliiie 
wip  atrict  and  asadnoasy  iii^d  Ida  exartioiia  were  aoma* 
tbMa  fbrtonate  enoi^li  to  aitra^  Um  Botioe  and  the 

^fflHplimAfiffl  #yf  liw  (Inwiwryamiiiigufl^nT^    PoniahmaBl 

iffm  always  a  diaagreaable  part  of  hia  d^ty ;  and  he 
ahawad  a  tender  r^netanee  to  proeeed  to  extremities 
unleaa  with  incorr^Ue  offenderay  and  where  exani|de 
aoidd  answer  aome  salutary  purpeae.  H^  took  every 
efq^ortiinity  of  mit^alang  the  rigpnr  of  the  law^  in 
fiimr  of  deaerring  objects  and  mentions  on  one  ooi> 
easion  his  having  saved  '*  a  poor  creatare's  Hfe^  wboin 
tba  wiiole  court  had  septenced  to.  be  esecuted,  and 
would  not  recommend  to  mercy."  1^  oases  where 
$aA  interpositipn  was  unai^dlipg,  he  made  it  his  buai- 
to  soften  misCbrtune  by  apts  of  compeasion^  and 
eyen  neeessary  severity  with  Undness.  In 
tibe  fiite  of  a  condenmed  criminal,  he  took  an  anxioas 
and  aolemn  concern*  Jl^  would  spend  sl^qdess  nights 
in  prayer  with  Qodfor  the  welfare  of  his  soul,  and  ati^ 
tend  him  in  lus  last  momeatiB^  that  he  nu^  te^di 
Upi  to  flee  to  th^  blood  of  the  atonement,  for  that  par* 
dm  wd  reconciliation  wbicb  ha  had  £pa&ited  at  tike 
hands  of  man.  His  sympathy  for  the  ^  poor  solcBaa^ 
nnd^  want  and  fatigue^  and  his  charity  to  ^listroam 
of  nvery  kind,  set  the  general  h^nevokoee  of  his  ^hte 
fJButer  in  a  very  ainiable  light. 

He  was  pot  less  attentive  to  tho  moial%  than  to  the 
inQitary  trainiiigof  hiareginient.  These  were  to  faiip 
a  subject  of  great  solicitude^  and  he  waa  more  apt  la 
cmi^ook  or  &i|;iva  diiob^^nee  to  ^  rnka  of  dis* 


flipHna,  than  a  treapass  agninst  ihe  hewn  of  God.  Hm 
bis  zeal  never  shewed  clem^iicy,  and  would  admit  of 
ftp  extenuation.  ]9ere  h^  considered  officers  and  men 
US  alike  amenable  to  the  tribunal  of  his  eensuire^  anA 
ioth  frequently  shar^d  in  his  reprim^iidB,  TJnder  aD 
the  obloquy,  hatred,  and  reproach  to  which  &|8  strict-' 
ness.  exposed  him,  he  persisted  in  his  eflbrts  to  correct 
ap4  amend,  in  so  far  as  compulsory  power,  and  th^ 
influence  of  his  own  example  could  vechum.  His^r- 
4iQary  mode  fop  prompting  their  improvement,  and 
enfprcipg  obedience  to  his  audiprity^  jseems  to  |iavc^ 
been  very  different  from  that  in  genera}  tHractipe. 
«  Instead  of  cursing  and  swearipg  at  my  men,"  says 
he,  ^^  I  ordinarily  put  th0m,  by  prayer,  within  the 
eircle  of  God^s  protection.''  The  immorality  and  pro-^ 
faneness  of  the  army,  which  np  coercive  laws  could 
restrain,  form  the  prominent  subject  of  complaint 
throughout  the  whole  Diary.  This  was  his  greatest 
uneasiness,  and  the  most  seriQ^8  pbetacle  to  his  coib- 
finuing  in  the  profesaion.  It  made  hn  |k>u1  **  wearf 
pf  the  tent^  of  sin." 

The  justice  of  the  iffar  in  which  he  waa  ei^;i^ed^ 
was  a  subject  to  which  he  frequently  adverts.  "HSk 
pxtreme  tenderness  of  conscience  in  this  respect,  is 
visible  from  the  whple  tepor  of  his  c^mduct.  He  wai 
folly  convinced,  on  his  entering  the  arn^y,  tha^  he  was 
aupporting  the  side  of  true  religion,  and  vindicating 
the  rights  of  his  native  land  from  the  usurpi^tion  of  a 
despot  and  a  bigot.  In  consistency  with  these  prin* 
eiples,  he  ever  cherished  an  irreconci]b|ble  hatred  to 
Popery  and  tyranny,  and  was  always  solicitous  that 
thejr  should-  never  receive  the  a|d  of  his  personal  ser^ 
vices.    He  was  satisfied  ^^  that  the  quarrel  against 
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Ffaiice  was  a  just  one,"  but  seemed  less  dear  as  to  the 
lawfulness  of  carrying  arms  to  assist  t2ie  Austriansy 
teeing  they  had  also  been  the  oppressors  and  perse- 
eulors  of  the  Protestant  Church.  ^^  This,"  says  he^. 
^  makes  me  afraid  we  sba]l  not  prospe^n  It  is  a  sad 
thing  to  be  in  an  army  where  I  have  not  confidence 
to  pray  for  success,  and  dare  not  seeV  it  in  a  way  of 
faith." 

To  ascertfdn  at  what  point  national  wars  cease  to 
be  just  and  necessary,  by  degenerating  into  ambitious 
conquests  and  wanton  aggression )  or  how  fi^  an  in-t 
^vidual  n^ay  make  his  own  conceptions  of  their  jush 
tiee  and  necessity,  a  rule  of  conduct,  are  matters  too 
intricate  and  casuistical  to  be  here  determined.  We 
have  said  elsewhere,  that  the  guilt  of  protracting  the 
war  from  mercenary  motives,  attaches  not  to  thoe^ 
who  have  uncqnsciously  been  made  the  dupef  of  d^ 
signing  policy,  or  the  tools  of  selfish  ambition.  That 
.Colonel  Blackader  acted  with  sincerity  and  singleness 
<^aiin  to  promote  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  w^l&r^ 
of  his  country,  nobody,  we  apprehend,  wil}  for  a  mor 
pent  doubt  The  ^ pi^ancipation  of  Britain  from  the 
Hqnse  of  Stuart — ^fi'om  all  the  evils  which  that  in&r 
tuated  race  had  lyrought  upon  it  by  their  bigotted  seal 
and  inherent  love  of  despotism — and  &om  the  attempts 
that  were  subs^uently  mad^  to  restore  the  exiled 
fiunily,  and  bring  all  Europe  under  the  yoke  of  i^ 
haughty  tyrant, — ^was  the  grand  attainment  which  he 
bad  always  at  heart,  It  afterwards  attached  him 
wrwpapiy  to  the  Hanoverian  Succession,  and  made  him, 
in  private  life,  the  ^rm  advocate  and  assertor  of  those 
lib^es,  civil  and  religious,  wh^ch  l^e  had  so  hQn^yr* 
aUy  defen4^  in.  the  fiel4« 
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-  In  strictness  and  propriety  of  moral  conduct,  he 
certainly  stands  singularly  prominent  in  the  annals  of 
military  history*  Seldom,  we  think,  has  there  ever 
heeai  exhibited  in  any  situadon  of  public  life,  especially 
in  one  exposed  to  so  many  and.  strong  temptations, 
such  universal  circumspection  in  walk  and  coiiversa- 
tion — such  unceasing  efforts  tgi  maintain  a  constaence 
void  of  offence— or  suoh  a  suocessful  struggle  against 
the  allurements  of  vice  from  without,  and  corruptions 
within.  It  was  his  constant  itnd  earnest  endeavour 
to  escape  the  pollution  of  sin — tp  keq;>  himself  pure 
and  unspotted  from. the  world.^  Exposed  as  he  was 
perpetually  to  company,  and  thait  often  of  the  worst 
description,  it  is  astonishing,  and  sl^ems  impossible^ 
except  by  the  goodness  of  preventing  grace,  that  he 
Could  have  guarded  with  such  vigilance  against  falling 
into  some  of  the  numerous  snares  which  surrounded 
him,  aind  into  utrhich  he  saw  others  fisdiing  evBty  day. 
It  was  the  terror  and  abhorr^ice  of  his  soul,  ^^  to  be 
cdiained  on  command  with  men  whow  tongues  we 
set  on  fire  of  bell;"  where  nothing  was  to  be  heard 
but  the  confused  jinging  sound  of  oaths  and  blasphe^ 
mies,  which  made  his  very  flesh  creep  with  horror. 

He  often  shunned  to  mix  in  society,  even  when 
invited  by  the  great,  on  no  other  account  but  that  of 
imsmtable  convemtion,  tind  an  avendon  to  dmkmgr, 
which  was  sometimes  carried  to  excess.  What  others 
might  think  moderation,  he  reck<med  intemperance ; 
^*  i  call  that  too  much,''  says  he,  '^^  not  when  reaaoti 
is  disturbed,  but  when  our  heads  are  the  least  wttrmedf 
or  that  coolness  of  thinking  maited  wbieh  we  should 
always  be  master  of.  And  it  is  really  astonishing  td 
169  men  etiidowed  with  rational  and  immortal  souls  so 
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JlgKinki  themwlvet,  and  lead  such  poor,  ""wm»1j  scn- 
«di  livat  as  they  do.  I  know  this  would  aoond  harA 
widi  the  genteel  wwld,  whose  example  has  dignified 
theae  oustomfl,  and  given  thmn  the  reputation  of  viiw 
tnea.  But  thb  doea  not  ohange  the  nature  of  the 
tUng.'' 

Onoey  and  only  onoe^  in  the  course  of  his  lift,  waa 
ha  Umself  overtdoen  with  this  viee,  which  he  so  justly 
reprobates  in  his  associates.  As  truth  requires  us  to 
ha  impartial,  and  not  to  throw  a  veil  of  concealment 
aran  over  his  fieulings,  so  we  think  this  soKtary  in^ 
sfesneeof  insofariety  deserves  to  be  reoordedy  nort  merely 
flar  the  lesson  which  it  teaches  aa  to  the  imperfectiooa 
oCilie  best  men^  but  tor  the  ezample  which  it  affixrdi 
ef  a  penitent  humbled  under  guilty  shamC)  and  re* 
asoaae.  No  event  seemed  to  have  distressed  his  mind 
a»  vndiy  and  nothing  could  exceed  the  expreasbma  cf 
desp  unfeigned  sorrow  with  which  hebewafls  his  miiN 
eitMhict  ^  Thii  ha$  been  i^  remarkabl9  day  i»  me ; 
oaa  of  the  most  humUing,  melandidy  days  of  my 
Wk^  mid  also  one  of  my  greatest  deliveranoefl^  hairing 
Mlea^  from  my  horse,  and  narrowly  esM^ed  being 
killed;  A  mortifying,  humldiBg  day  it  has  bean  to 
na^  of  sin,  folly,  and  dis^prace  on  my  part;  of  tepd^r 
mevey,  pity,  care,  and  compaasieii  on  Gpd's  pcort ;  lav0 
dliniBg  through  anger ;  in  the  midst  of  wralh,  mercy ) 
a  fiiflier  chastening  with  one  hand,  and  everlaating 
anna  underneath  preserving  and  proteetnig'.  I,  by 
rin  and  folly,  ]^iuiging  into  trouble,  and  preoipitatli^ 
myaslf  into  danger :  God  in  mercy  giving  his  angeb 
siarge  over  me.  O  Lcnrd,  correct  not  hft  anger ;  let 
St- be  a  iatiierly  chastisement  to  bring  back  a  waodei^ 
iagraen.   Heal  my baekifidtng^ $  restere^ ^[uteken,  ami 
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'revhre*  O  sanctify  the  use  of  the  roci,  may  it  chase 
nte  to  Christ;  heal  the  plis^es  and  distempers  of  my 
'soul ;  repair  what  ili  wrong  in  my  heart,  and  life,  and 
practice.'*  Hie  account  of  the  matter  he  gives  is  this : 
He  had  gone  from  Sidriing  with  a  marriage-party; 
they  had  several  visits  to  make  in  i^urse  of  the  fore- 
noon, where  etiquette  required  to  drink  the  health  of 
the  young  couple.  Hiey  dined  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Alloa,  and  spent  the  day  with  much  hilarity. 
^^  Knowing  the  foolish  iashion/'  he  observes,  ^^  of  treat- 
ing young  married  men,  I  was  resolved  to  be  on  my 
j^iiard.  I  did  not  drink  any  thing  to  do  me  hurt,  but 
it  was  deceitful  wine.  We  came  away  before  five, 
aftemodti ;  I  thought  t  was  well  enough  when  we  took 
horse,  but  the  air  and  quick  riding  soon  began  to  affect 
me,  and  coming  to  a  bridge  where  there  was  a  diffi- 
cult step,  my  horse  plunged  and  threw  ine :  I  was 
taken  up  insensible^  and  very  much  hurt."  This  is 
the  only  instance^ recorded  in  which  sociality  threiv 
him  off  his  guard;  and  yet  after  all,  it  appears  the  in- 
toxication was  piroduced  as  inuch  by  external  causes, 
ias  by  the  quantity  or  the  quaKty  of  the  wine.  But 
dtich  wiiire  his  habitual  impressions  of  that  blameless- 
ness  of  heart  and  life  which  become  a  true  Christian, 
that  iii^  smallest  fieiults  wete  remarked  and  made  the 
subject  of  reprddf; 

Contemplating  him  as  a  pious  and  exemplary  Chris- 
tian, we  are  pi^uaded  his  character  will  appear  to 
equal  advantage.  Barely  do  we  find  an  individual 
combining  in  his  life,  so  much  of  the  sjnrit  and  prac- 
tice of  true  reli^on.  It  was  the  ruling  principle  of 
his  conduct^  and  mingled  with  all  he  said  and  did,  so 
that  his  ordinary  actions  were  a  feontinual  proof  and 
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illuitration  of  its  power  over  his  mindL  We  beHeve 
few  instances  will  be  found,  all  circumstaiices  con* 
dderedy  of  such  habitual  awe  and  reverence  for  reli- 
gions-such lively  and  persevering  fidth — such  ardent 
piety — such  earnest  aspirings  aflter  higher  degrees  of 
hnling^ — such  constant  spirituality  of  heart  and  mind 
-— 4ueh  separation  irom  the  vices  and  sinful  customs 
of  the  world — such  humility  and  submissioa  to  the 
will  of  Providence — such  absolute  dependence  on  the 
all-sufficiency  of  Divine  grace,— ^and,  finally,  such 
grateful  and  unreserved  ascription  of  all  earthly  en- 
joyments to  the  goodness  of  God,  and  of  all  hope  of 
salvation  to  the  merits  of  a  Saviour, 

Religion,  with  him,  was  a  fixed  and  abiding  prin- 
dple.  He  endeavoured  to  keep  the  fidth  with  unde- 
Tiating  and  persevering  constancy.  That  piet^  and 
devotion  which  were  early  implanted  in  his  heart, 
were  still  cultivated  in  the  midst  of  surrounding  temp- 
tatbns,  and  grew,  as  he  advanced  in  years,  into  a  more 
perfect  maturity  of  godliness.  This,  if  not  the  onLy 
mark,  affords  at  least  the  most  unequivocal  test  of  a 
Christian's  sincerity.  It  is  easy  to  assume  a  tempo- 
rary profession,  or  submit  to  any  rules  and  restraints 
for  a  time.  The  observance  of  outward  and  occa- 
sional forms,  is  common  wiUi  many^  who,  as  to  the 
vital  and  essential  attainments  of  a  holy  life,  are  re- 
miss and  deficient.  But  when  a  man  obeys  with  the 
whole  heart,  when  he  applies  the  strict  rule  of  the 
divine  law  to  his  whole  deportment,  and  pursues  a 
steady  and  unifonn  course  of  holiness,  then  he  de- 
serves the  name  of  a  sincere  and  consistent  Christian. 

His  reli^on  was  of  this  sort.  It  was  uot  put 
on  to  serve  a  tum,  and  laid  aside  when  occasion 
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permitted.  It  was  his  occupation  and  cotnptuiion  in 
retirement,  as  irell  as  his  delight  in  the  sanctuary, 
and  his  profession  before  men.  He  did  not  conc^ 
the  absence  of  red  godliness  under  the  eloak  of  a  sand^ 
timonious  phraseology^  nor  forget  the  Author  of  hk 
mercies  in  the  day  when  he  was  crowned  with  riches 
and  honour;  In  his  private,  and  in  his  public  life^  he 
may  be  said  to  have  exhibited  a  pattern  of  religion, 
singularly  amiable  and  edifying. 

In  the  (Superintending  care  and  protastion  of  di- 
vine Providence  he  reposed  the  most  unlimited  and 
unshaken  confidence.  Every  thing  appeared  to  h« 
eye  under  the  inspection  and  control  of  a  highw 
power.  Armies  and  Generals  he  regarded  but  as 
subordinate  instruments  in  the  hand  of  the  Almighty. 
What  others  might  call  fitte  or  destiny,  with  him  wete 
the  fixed  decrees  of  an  overruling  Providence ;  events 
which  they  traced  to  no  higher  source  than  the  ca- 
price of  fortune  or  of  chance,  he  uiliformly  ascribe 
to  the  unerring  decision  of  infinite  wisdom  whidi 
could  make  victories  or  defi^ats  alike  to  accomplish 
his  purposes.  To  his  firm  beUef  and  trust  in  the 
divine  protection  must  we  look  for  the  true  origm  of 
his  courage  and  resignation.  This,  was  his  shield  and 
buckler ;  the  fortress  and  high  tower,  to  winch  he  fled 
for  refuge.  It  was  in  the  panoply  of  this  ilpiHtnal  and 
invisible  armour  that  he  wrapped  hinlsdf  up  in*  the 
day  of  battle ;  and  he  esteemed  its  security  a  better 
defence  than  the  strength  of  armiesj  or  the  weapons 
of  war.  ^'  Going  through  the  saps  and  trenches,  where 
the  bombs,  cannon-balls,  and  grenades  were  flying 
pretty  thick  all  the  night  I  believed  I  was  oven  as 
safe  thfifre  under  the  care  of  Omnipotence,,  as  if  I 
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imA  been  in  garriflon^  or  in  my  own  chai&bctr.''  .He 
leckonad  hinmelf,  as  well  he  might)  the  peculiar  child 
€f  ProvideDoe;  and  his  aucceoi  and  escapes  might  vn^ 
Jturally  anggest  ibe  reflectioti)  when  it  is  considered) 
.that  in  battleS)  a^fes,  and  skirmishei^  he  was  fe^ 
jonally  engaged  in  neaiiy  forty  diffioirent  actions. 
^  Of  these  deUveraiides  he  ever  entertained  the  moat 
.grateful  recdlectiiMu  It  was  to  commeuMKrate  them 
that  he  every  year  set  iqp  his  EBBNS2&RS*-*riiot  by 
ereoting  monnmelttal  pillars  or  material  buildingS) 
ibttt  by  consecrating  them  in  his  memory)  and  en^ 
graving  them  on  ihe  living  .tablet  of  his  heart 
£very  ob^t  that  surrounded  him  he  made  thfe  oc^ 
fianon  ^  renewing  diese  impressionS)  and  stirring 
him  i&f^  to  fresh  remembrances  ef  his  mercies.  Fields, 
riverS)  and  mined  walls  were  in  his  eye,  the  hallowisd 
montttnents  of  his  pretervadons.  Ihe  anniversaries 
of  hiis  battles  were  observed  with  more  solemnity  than 
the  day  of  his  birth.  .Most  of  them)  especially  tho^ 
in  which  .'he  <had  'eaqperienced  any  signal  deE^^aneej 
were  reUgionsly  devoted)  as  Iob^  as  he  live^,  tio  re- 
tirement) prajNer,  iuul  meditation^  Such  was  his  cave 
to  have  these  memotaUe  ev€intB  xeiiewed  and  pob- 
aervediin  his  inind)  that  he  k  iuoAtJb  have  k^t,  aa  a 
muemorial)  nhat  which  faadibeen  HtkBed<xc  po^rated 
with  buUetBrdoring/tibe  earlier  peritid  of  his  services. 

That;  detssot  (Midi  spiritual  fhuM^ 
all  occaidonsito  haveikapt  up,  is  also  very  bbservable. 
Hismindaeemedpei^tiuUyin  asancttiiry;  and  he 
often  ^ijoyedaJNiawti  wiOiin)  wJbeti  allaixmnd  him  was 
noise,  and  oathS)  and  cctnfusbn.  Piety  kad  prayi»j> 
.formed)  as  it  wier^iilie  noucishmeiii'andna^e  habit  of 
hissoulintlmmidstafabarrentrild^ir^^    Iheyw^e 
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the  sacred  element  which  he  found  essential  to  his 
spiritual  existence.  He  could  not  breath  without  in-* 
tervals  of  devout  abstraction  and  solemn  communion 
with  his  Grod.  When  circumstances  permitted  him 
not  to  withdraw  from  company,  he  would  often  retire 
within  the  chambers  of  his  own  thoughts,  and  hold 
intercourse  with  society  which  the  world  knew  not  of. 
It  wad  often  his  custom  while  in  the  army  to  medi- 
tate alone  in  the  fields,  a  practice  which  he  afterwards 
continued  when  his  comparative  retirement  gave  him 
better  opportunities  of  indulging  it.  Even  his  amuse- 
ments were  selected  with  this  view,  and  made  sub- 
servient to  this  favourite  propensity.  He  preferred 
the  recreation  of  angling  chiefly  because  it  combined 
healthful  exercise  with  solitude  and  meditation ;  and 
Would  spend  many  a  iltimmer  day  on  the  wooded  and 
sequestered  banks  of  some  of  the  delightful  streams 
in  his  immediate  neighbourhood. 

His  love  of  retirement  seemed  to  be  a  passion  of 
his  mind  more  than  an  acquired  habit.  It  was  no 
doubt  strengthened  by  the  wicked  company  he  was 
obliged  to  associate  vnthj  and  wished  as  much  as 
possible  to  shun.  But  solitude  with  him,  was  not  the 
effect  of  a  morose  unsocial  temper,  neither  Was  it 
chosen  for  the  sake  of  indulg^g  the  fimciAil  reveries 
of  a  dark  and  gloomy  piety.  His  mind  was  not  in 
the  least  tainted  with  those  acetic  principles  that 
have  peopled  the  desert  trith  hermits,  and  driven  the 
monk  to  the  indolent  superstitions  of  his  cell.  With 
hitn,  solitude  was  the  nursery  of  true  devotion,  the 
vehicle  of  spiritual  improvement,  the  sacked  armory 
in  Which  he  fortified  his  soul  with  fresh  supplies  of 
dit^e  gf  kce  agilinlst  the  assaults  of  temptittion. 
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Tljis,  bpwevert  did  not  binder  him  from  paying 
tlQfliect  to  the  institutioais  of  religion. 

jQSs  veneration  for  the  Sabballi  tiras  nqp^mct,  and 
bii  aiktendance  on  public  worship  most  rcjgular  and 
0Mqiiplar]r.     One  day  spent  in  the  courts  of  God's 
house  he  accounted  better  thim  a  thousand.     It  was 
his  greatest  grief  and  regret,  that-in  the  aimy  he  could 
tint  get  these  sacred  duties  and  that  solemn  day  ob- 
flflrved  in  proportion  to  the  reverence  and  importance 
in  which  he  held  them.    He  was  always  sorry  when 
compelled,  by  the  duties  of  his  profession,  to  engage 
Ib  liny  business  unsuitable  or  contrary  to  its  solem- 
nity.    ^'  A  SabbaUi  of  rest  in  a  camp"  was  a  mercy 
wlUoh  he  enjoyed  wiUi  pequlw^iluuikfidness  and  de^ 
Ijg^t;  and  while  others  wexie  amiifriilg  themselves  with 
idle  or  criminal  recreations,  he  either  retired  to  thd 
fields  for  meditaticm,  or  kept  his  tent  reading  his 
Bible*    Hiere  was  a  solenmity  in  that  holy  day  which 
he  never  forgot,  which  all  the  parade  and  profligacy 
of  the  army  could  not  obliterate  firom  his  thoughts; 
He  shunned,  in  devout  remembrance  of  its  appoint- 
ment, the  convivial  board  and  the  contagion  of  evil 
company ;  he  shut  himself  up  from  viewing  vanities, 
or  mingling  in  the  ordinary  intercourse  of  society. 

When  opportunities  of  soUtude  were  denied  him, 
and  all  external  respect  seemed  lost  amidst  the  noise 
and  confusion  of  military  operations,  he  never  suffered 
the  hallowed  distinction  to  be  e&o^  from  his  mind, 
and  would  supply  the  want  of  outward  observances 
by  the  homage  and  reverence  of  his  heart.  ^'  In  the 
morning,"  says  he,  after  a  long  march,  '^  I  had  almost 
j^rgot  it  was  a  Sabbath,  but  recejlected  myiwlf  .  jamd 
withdrew  from  company,  (I  mean  i^  my  thoughts,) 
and  strove  to  keep  ixj^  a  «^m\Kiai\ska]IA^  of  mind." 


c&MP.  satis-  oo«rcLii6xoir.  Bt/t 

In  jfgoportixuk  te  hk  regard  for  tfaia  aaered  cltfjry  a»d 
the  pleasure  he  felt  in  seeing  it  observed,  was  his 
sorrow  when  its  sanctity  was  violated  and  its  ordi- 
nances despised.  Almost  every  page  in  the  Diary  is 
marked  with  eki^essions  lamentincr  its  sinfial  nii»* 
employment,  or  ite  open  profiuiation 

He  shewed  by  his  own  conduct^  especially  after  his 
setderaent  in  Scotland,  that  he  accounted  the  holy  of 
the  Lord  not  merely  hcmourable,  but  a  delight.  The 
earnest  longings  (^his  soul  were  towards  the  sanctuary. 
On  sacaram^tal  occaedons  he  was  a  regular  attendant, 
and  frequently  joined  as  a  omununicant  in  many  of 
th«  neighbouring  parisheB.  Hk  gratitude  for  the 
blessings  of  salvation,  and  the  gifts^  of  free  grace, 
through  Jedus  Christ,  was  at  all  times  in  lively  ex- 
ercise ;  but  more  especially  were  his  afiections  warmed 
and  elevated  on  the  days  th^t  were  consecrated  to  the 
remembrance  of  his  dying  love.  This  unfeigned  de- 
light in  the  ordinances  and  solemnities  of  religi<m  is  one^ 
of  the  distinguishing  marks  of  a  true  believer.  It- 
serves  to  discriminate  between  the  real  and  the  no- 
minal professor.  It  i»  one  of  the  sutest  tokens  that 
grace  prospers  in  the  heart ;  and  it  throws  an  outward 
and  visible  lustre  over  the  whole  character. 

To  the  established  religion  of  his  country  he  was 
sincerely  attached ;  yet  it  appears  he  would  not  pas- 
sively mould  his  opinions  to  any  creed,  nor  implicitly 
follow  any  human  system,  widiout  being  satisfied  of 
its  conf<»mity  to  the  w<»*d  of  God.  He  had  studied 
and  investigated  the  scriptures  for  himself  and  wished 
to  make  them  the  only  rule  of  his  faith — ^the  only 
standard  of  his  practice.  '^  I  dare  not,"  says  he^ 
^^  give  myself  up  to  be  directed  by  any  man  or  set  of 
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men ;  Lord,  be  thou  thyself  my  gmde.**  Wherever 
he  discovered  errors  in  doctrine  or  in  practiee,  his  zeal 
for  truth  and  the  salvation  of  souls  made  him  strenu- 
ous in  opposing  and  confating  them.  All  notions 
derogating  from  the  divinity  and  atonement  of  Christ 
— salvation  through  free  grace,  and  justification  hy 
faith  alone,  he  reprobated  as  sapping  the  very  founda- 
tion of  Christianity,  and  extracting  every  thing  from 
it  of  essential  and  vital  importance.  He  disapproved 
highly  of  the  extremes  to  which  preaching  was  carried 
in  his  thne  by  both  parties,  the  one  running  too  much 
upon  a  legal  strain,  the  other  misleading  their  hearers 
into  absolute  Antinoroianism.  Both  of  these  he  re- 
prehended as  equally  unscriptural,  and  equally  injuri- 
ous in  their  effects.  He  never  wished  to  hear  the 
doctrines  of  the  Bible  separated  from  its  duties,  but  to 
have  religion  treated  in  a  rational  as  well  as  in  a 
spiritual  manner — ^to  have  the  law  preached  as  well  as 
the  Gospel,  that  the  harmony  and  proportion  of  the 
whole  system  might  be  maintained^ 

To  what  he  conscientiously  believed  to  be  the  truth,* 
and  conddered  as  sound  and  orthodox,  his  adherence 
was  firm  and  inflexible.  Whatever  indifference  of 
temper  he  manifested  as  to  his  secular  concerns,  he 
was  most  decisive  in  his  religious  persuasions.  These 
he  avowed  honestly  and  fearlessly,  and  was  prepared 
to  defend  whenever  they  were  c<mtroverted*  Yet 
with  all  this  firmness,  he  cherished  the  greatest  liber- 
fdity  of  sentiment  towards  those  who  consdientiously 
£fl^red  from  him.  He  had  too  sacred  a  r^ard  for 
the  rights  of  conscience,  to  exact  from  others  a  con- 
ftrmity  to  his  own  opnions.  **  I  would  comply,** 
sAys  he,  ^^  in  things  indiflerent ;  for  I  do  not  think 
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religion  obHges  to  a  morose  captious  behaviour,  au 
opposing  and  contradicting  every  thing  that  those  of  a 
contrary  persuasion,  say  or  do.  I  desire  at  all  times 
boldly  to  avow  my  own  principles,  and  never  to  be 
ashamed  of  them :  but  I  do  not  think  this  obliges  me 
to  be  always  attacking  and  disputing  with  othipi^s." 

WiUi  the  exception  of  Roman  Catholics,  he  was 
willing  to  tolerate  dissenters  of  all  kinds,  provided 
they  regulated  their  worship  according  to  the  pre* 
scriptions  of  law,  and  conformed  in  civil  matters  to 
the  government  of  the  country ;  and  this,  considering 
the  state  of  party  feeling  then  in  Scotland,  may  be 
r^arded  as  a  stretch  of  charity  by  no  means  very 
general  He  lived  in  habits  of  intimate  friendsh^ 
with  many  who  differed  from  him  on  speculative 
points  of  theology.  Several  of  the  neighbouring 
clergymen  were  his  constant  guests,  and  his  constant 
antagonists.  Though  separated  in  opinion  on  things 
of  a  doubtful  or  mysterious  nature,  he  could  associate 
with  them  as  brethren  united  in  more  important  mat- 
ters than  those  which  divided  Uiem.  Honest  and  up- 
right men  he  ever  esteraned,  and  could  expand  his 
heart  in  charity  to  all'  of  every  denomination,  who 
loved  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  truth  and  sincerity. 

His  chanty  and  affability  in  this  respect  were  dis- 
played in  the  several  church  courts  of  which  he  had 
the  honour  to  be  a  member.  There  he  was  always 
the  advocate  of  tolerant  and  conciliatory  measures. 
When  parties  ranliighy  he  shunned,  to  appear  in  the 
front  ranks  of  eidier»  or  to  inlist  as  a  partisan  under 
the  banners  of  any  tastiotu  He  wished  rather  to 
steer  between  extremes,  and  to  mitigate  by  gentleness 
the  ninconr  of  conflicting  opinions.     He  was  per- 
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tmmMf  that  in  nattefs  cf  gcntral  cbbftte  Hhero  might 
be  diffMrences  without  animontjr^  and  eoaoMnoiiB  with- 
•ut  dereliction  of  principle ;  tiiat  it  was  poanble  to 
dislike  the  sentiments  of  an  adversary,  and  yet  to  treat 
Um  with  candour  and  resjiect ;  and  tfaat^  it  was  th^ 
duty  ef  a  Christian  not  to  retaliate  the  harsh  usage  he 
Vjight  receive  at  the  hand  of  an  irritated  brother. 

The  time  alluded  to  above,  was  a  stormy  peiriod  in 
our  fipiritiml  courts.  The  Ark  of  the  Church  was  in 
danger  of  being  wrecked,  more  by  the- rashness  of  her 
yikts,  than  by  the  vioj^ice  of  poMticaL  tempests. 
Tbitfy  were  planting  with  their-  own  hands  the  seeds 
of  the  Secession,  which  were  nnrtored  in  the  hot^bed 
of  debate,  nntil  in  a  few  years  tfaey  sprung  up*  with 
all  the  luxuriance  of  a  rival  growth.  This  was  the 
eflSsct  of  that  **  rankling  party-spoif '  which  tbe 
Writer  of  the  Diary  so  oft^  laments,  but  of  which 
be  did  not  live  to  witness  the  consequences. 

In  his  social  and  domestic  character  he  appears 
equally  amiable  and  exenpbuy.   He  never  allowed  }m 
public  engagements  to  supersede  or  interrupt  his  pri- 
vate duties ;  and  mentions  it  m  an  ui^ustifiable  ne- 
l^t,  that  by  stajdng  too  late  abroad,  he  had  been 
prevented  from  family  worships  although  it  was  a 
soKtary  instance,  having  occurred  only  once  in  the 
qpace  of  four  years.     In  ocmversatum  he  was  always 
tbe  strenuous  supporter  of  truth  and  virtue  and  the 
determined  opponent  of  every  t^ing  approaching  to 
'levity  or  immorality  of  speech^    lo  companies  where 
he  could  interfere,  he  was  always  ready  to  check  im- 
<  prOj^eties  o£  this  kind  y  but  where  decency  and  good 
:  bneding  did  not  allow  him  to  reprove^  he  shewed  his 
disapprobation  by  his  vilenee,  ^^  wbich^  among  polite 
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gentlemen,"  as  he  observes,  '^  was  more  likely  to  gain 
the  end,  than  a  solemn  formal  rebuke  which  would 
be  but  laughed  at"  There  was,  mdeed,  a  gravity 
and  composure  in  his  manner  which  must  have 
abashed  the  petulant^  and  extorted  a  reverence  for  his 
person  fi*om  the  most  profl%ate. 

Jlis  temper,  however,  was  by  no  means  severe  pr 
censorious*  I£s  disposition  was  cheerful,  but  not 
frolicsome ;  and  he  joined  with  the  greatest  hilarity 
in  innocent  diversi<ms  where  mirth  was  restrained 
within  the  bounds  of  decorum.  An  austere  and 
morose  manner  he  considered  as  one  of  the  reasons 
why  the  world  r^pft«oaehed  religion,  and  religious  per- 
sons, as  souf  ,  glooiny,  and  q>lenetiG ;  ^^  and  would  have 
Christians,  by  a  livt^^s  cheerful  frame,  recommend 
th^  profesdioirto  a  cMial  world." 

He  had  a  Vein  of  wit  and  humour,  and  was  in^fined' 
at  times  to  be  fitcetious ;  biit  this  was  a  talent  he  sel- 
dom indulged,  as  he  wished  his  speech  to  be  alWaylr 
siBasoned  with  dalt ;  ^^  the  salt  of  grace  rather  than  of 
wit"  dome  of  bis  letters  wUch  he  thought  too 
^^  comi<»l  and  jocose,"  he  r^alled  after  he  had  sent 
them  away,  as  bord^iing  upon  foolish  jestkgv  >md  not 
tending  to  edifieiEKdon,  which  he  desired  to  study  in 
every  thing. 

When  arguing  for  truth,  or  ^^  cUsputifig  against 
wild  and  mistakeo  notions,^  his  seal  at  titiscHs  bet^ay«d 
him  into  warmth  c£  eixpres^iioft.;  yet  s^eh  was  his 
tenderness  of  giving  offence,  ^fven  to  an  adversary^ 
that  if  in  the  heat  of  debate  he  had  dropt  an  injurious 
word,  or  used  language  which  might  be  construed 
into  intemperance  or  disrespect,  he  was  willing  to 
retract  or  make  any  proper  apology ;  and  mentions 
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hiB  having  written  a  letter  to  a  person  with  whom  he 
had  been  disputing,  upon  recollection  of  something 
that  passed  in  a  public  company  the  day  before^ 
wherein  he  thought  he  had  given  offence. 

Of  his  great  humanity  and  benevolence,  abundant 
instances  will  occur.  He  was  ever  ready  to  ajssist  the 
friendless — to  visit  the  afflicted — and  relieve  the  in- 
digent. Providence  had  put  the  means  in  his  hand, 
and  he  wished  to  be  generous,  to  have  his  heart  en- 
larged in  proportion  to  his  estate.  Worldliness  and 
love  of  money  were  not  his  iaults.  Earthly  posses- 
sicms  he  regarded  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  preferred  to 
lay  up  treasures  in  heaven.  He  greatly  eidianced  his 
fiivours  by  his  courteous  and  engaging  manner  of  be- 
stowing them.  He  was  remarh»bly  charitable,  and 
at  his  death  bequeathed  £800  to  tiie  poor  in  his  neigh- 
bourhood. He  made  various  donations  for  religioius 
uses,  and  conferred  valuable  l^acies  upon  his  friends 
and  rektions. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  think  his  character  altogether 
such  as  strongly  to  claim  our  reverence,  and  deserve 
our  imitation.  Few  lives  have  been  recorded  more 
exemplary  or  more  ornamental  to  reBgion.  His  piety, 
mt^rity,  candour,  humility,  and  benevolence,  have 
seldom  been  exceeded.  And  we  doubt  not  he  will  be 
ranked  by  posterity  among  the  few  of  bis  profession, 
who  ho.ve  fought  the  goodjighty  who  have  been  at  once 
the  defence  and  the  glory  of  their,  country,  and  who 
have  endeavoured  to  tive  doberbfy  riglUeouslyj  and  godly 
in  the  present  tuorld. 
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A  VISION  OP  THE  LAST  JUDGMENT, 

A  POEM, 

By  Cokmel  John  Biachader,  Deputy  Governor  of  Stirling  Castle. 


'TwAs  mornings  when  the  soul  bursts  off  the  chains 

Of  dull  inactive  matter^  and  disdains 

The  narrow  jail  of  fleshy  takes  winffs  and  flies 

To  visit  unknown  orbs  through  yidding  skies. 

'Twas  at  the  time  when  free  nrom  darkening  clouds  5 

Of  intervening  sense^  Heaven's  light  unshrouds 

The  soul  of  man^  and  shews  him  things  to  come 

Hid  deep  in  future  time  as  in  a  womb— 

That  I  lay  slumbering  on  my  easy  bed^ 

While  this  strange  dream  possessed  my  labouring  heai :        10 

Methought  I  stood  on  a  vast  spacious  fields 
Where  the  whole  globe  in  miniature  did  yield 
A  charming  prospect  to  my  wondering  eye ; 
Methought  from  pole  to  pole  I  could  desciy. 
Kingdoms  and  empires  seemed  to  me  small  spots^  IS 

The  busy  people  in  them  like  to  knots 
Of  mole-hiU  ants ;  then  took  I  heed  to  know 
What  kind  of  life  those  people  lead,  and  lo, 
I  found  Heaven's  laws  and  Nature's  all  o'erthrown, 
Man  turned  a  fiend,  and  scarcely  to  be  known,  90 

Ev'n  by  the  shape ;  Grod's  image  qmte  defaced. 
His  depute  banished  from  his  guilty  breast. 
Reason  thrust  from  the  helm,  rude  paMdons  sway 
His  soul — ^the  slavish  faculties  obey. 

The  sacred  bond  of  trust  which  first  composed  S5 

Man's  civil  rights,  his  property  enclosed 
As  with  a  hedge,  was  now  quite  broken  down. 
No  faith  or  truth  on  earth  were  to  be  found  ; 
Justice  and  law,  mock  names,  a  mere  pretence. 
And  to  be  false,  was  now  but  self-defence.  30 

I  saw  proud  Nimrods,  Neros,  wearing  crowns— 
The  dregs  of  men  rule  empires,  cities,  towns ; 
Yet  these  by  flatt'ry  stylea  Great,  Noble,  Good, 
The  guildea  monsters  worshipped  by  the  crowd 
Of  t^sse  same  fools,  o'er  whom  they  t^nnuQiUKe*  SI 

I  taw  men  dimb  to  wealth  tad  difnitMt» 
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By  rapii^es^  murders^  impudence  and  noise^ 

Bartering  immortal  souls  fdir  eartlily  tojrs. 

I  saw  the  widow's  sighs^  the  orphan's  moans^  ^ 

Cries  of  wronsed  innocence^  oppressed  men's  gvosiiB        >     40 

Thrust  from  Bribed  judges'  ears^  and  princes'  thrones^    j 

Rise  to  the  Mercy-Seat^ — ^recorded  there^ 

And  registered  till  the  great  Judge  appear. 

I  saw  some^  Porteus-like^  change  shapes  and  faces, 

f  They  hinmt  in  courts^)  inqmre  with  Kind  emln«oe9»  45 

And  fawning  smiles^  art  thou  in  healthy  my  brother  ? 

With  one  hand  they  careeped^  stabbed  with  the  other : 

I  saw  religion  made  a  cloak  to  hide 

Lust^  malice^  murder^  avarice^  envy,  pride ! 

I  saw  deluded  natkms  humbly  bow  30 

To  sun^  moon^  stars^  to  fien&  and  demons  t€k>. 

Of  wood  and  stone  I  saw  dumb  idols  made^ 

To  birds  and  beasts  an  impious  worship  paid. 

And  wonderful !  I  saw  some  did  create 

Hieir  gods  themselves  by  words  they  did  repeftt ; 

If  they  are  gpds^  most  cruelly  they  treat  them> 

First  make^  and  then  adore^  at  last  tiiey  eat'  ihetlu  j^A 

Pensive  I  turned  to  view  youth's  waxrton  9/6ea6fi, 
And  O;  What  sinmng !  without  rule  or  reins. 
Here  thoughtless  man  in  vice  immersed  his  isoul^ 
In  lusts  that  brutes  ne'er  knew^  so  vfle^  so  ifbul ; 
His  lawless  appetites  knew  no  contM^,  J         ifbi 

Old  Sodom  blushed^  o'er  matched  in  new  coined  liist^ 
And  mourned  her  fiery  fete  as  half  unjust^ 
She  paid  so  dear^  while  they  transgressed  on  trust. 
In  shorty  no  pen  can  write^  no  tongue  express 
Men's  monstrous  actions^  lires^  ana  wickedness.  ff$ 

Secure  in  siii  the  whole  creation  lay 
Mocking  at  heaveii^  and  heO^  and  the  great  day ; 
Nor  fearful  doom^  bor  Aiture  state  believed. 

Among  this  crew  of  miscsealxts^  I  perceived 
Some  (wondro'Os  few)  of  thousands  two  or  th^,  70 

Climbing  a  narrow  path  so  steeps  so  high  ; 
I  saw  them  sweat  and  bleed>  their  flesh  all.tc^sn 
With  pricking  briars^  they  were  the  jest  and  scorn 
Of  the  oppr^ssor^  tempted^  tortured,  led 
To  racks  and  gibbets,  their  Blood  as  water  fthed^  75 

Yet  still  held  on  their  way,  fought  bravely  throdgh 
Rejoicing,  for  I  saw  they  iept  on  view 
A  shining  crown  which  sparkled  in  their  eye, 
This  gave  them  hands  to  fight,  and  wings  to  i!y. 
These  sights  so  strange  did  fill  my  soul  with  wonder, .  dO 

I  stepped  aside,  and  paused  a  whde  to  ponder 
What  I  on  earth'ft  great  t)x«stxe'1iad  seen, 
How  great  a^di^wedAfMB^n^i^pf^sk^^  * 


How  virtue  is  borne  down,  viee  set  on  high  ; 

Here  needs  a  great  and  quick  reifonn>  said  1 :  85 

If  there'^f  no  judge,  no  b^,  no  future  state, 

Happy  the  Atheist,  debauchee,  and  dieat, 

And  virtuous,  pious  men  are  ^Is  ^  dhoice 

tiife's  certain  troubles,  for  uncertain  joys. 

While  thus  I  pensive  mused,  a  sudden  terror  90 

Seized  on  my  soul  with  an  unusual  horror : 
Methought  I  felt  beneath  my  feet,  the  ground 
Begin  to  ^hake,  and  yield  a  hideous  sound. 
Like  falling  mountains,  made  me  quake,  aii^d  fear 
garth's  final  dissolutimi  drawiqp  xawar:  9S 

And  to  confirm  me  more,  the  mid-day  sun 
Methought  made  too  much  haste  in  going  dowi^  ; 
And  as  he  run,  a  thick  and  dismal  shade 
His  glorious  face  and  brightness  did  invade. 
He  looked  down  on  the  world  so  wan  and  pale,  100 

And  seemed  to  weep  and  say,— -niorlais,  farewell  | 
A  long  farewell,  no  mom  shall  I  restore. 
Time's  at  an  end,  and  earth  shall  be  x|o  more, 
I  must  obey  my  great  Creator's  law. 

Your  Lord  and  mine  commands  ine  to  withdraw.  105 

I'm  summoned  as  a  witness  to  appear 
Before  the  great  t|ibunal,  and  declare 
Though  long  oblivious  ages  intervene, 
What  I  near  these  six  thousand  years  have  seen  ; 
Adieu !  prepare,  prepare  to  meet  the  scene. 
And  so  he  set  convoyed  by  weeping  eyes,  HO 

Ah !  mournful  parting,  never  more  to  rise ! 

The  nightly  planet  too  g^ew  dim,  and  monme^ 
Her  Author's  traeic  fate,  and  quickly  turned 
Like  sackcloth,  Uack  and  gloomy  iir  our  sight. 
Receiving  none,  she  could  bestow  no  light,  }^       113 

But  left  us  to  a  4^k,  eternal  night. 
The  lesser«tars  out  of  their  o^bs  did  fly, 
Leavii^  their  course,  to  wander  through  the  skv. 
And  meeting,  clashed,  threatening  wi£h  dreadful  fall. 
In  ruin  vast  to  crush,  this  lower  balL  199 

The  meteor  regions  too  gave  scenes  of  wondler^ 
Hot,  scorching  light'ning,  pointed  boHs  of  thunder 
Did  rend  the  delugerth]reatemng  cknids  asunder. 
For  where  the  fire  apd  smoke  £d  iss^e  out 
From  parted  clouds,  there  cataracts  did  spout^  125 

Torrents  of  water  were  eo  earth  poured  down. 
Which  mountains,  cities,  oountriea  seemed- to  drowi). 

The  sun-beams  were  supplied,  O  sad  exchange ! 
Bv  fire-bidia  fliisduiig  through  eiurth's  dismal  rang^ 
Like  breaking  bombi,  where'er,  thay:  flashed,  tiuy  fliew,        IS$ 
And  like  hot  shells  the  bolts  of  thunder  flew 
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Armed  with  terrific  deaths  crushing  men's  bones 

To  their  first  dust^  splitting  the  rroks  and  stones. 

Ah  !  wretched^  hopeless  man !  how  great's  thy  woe^ 

When  heaven  and  earth  pursue  thee  as  their  foe^         }-       13^ 

And  nature  arms  to  work  thy  overthrow  } 

The  subterranean  winds  pent  up  i'  th'  hoUow^ 

And  caverns  of  the  mountains'  wombs,  did  bellow^ 

And  in  a  thundering  mutinous  tone  demand 

Their  passage  out ;  nou^t  could  their  fnroe  withstand.       140 

Through  hifis'  too  slender  sides  they  burst  their  way^ 

Drove  all  before  them,  towns  in  heaps  did  lay  ; 

And  with  their  killing  steams  m^A  poisoning  breoih. 

Turned  fertile  countries  to  a  dismal  heath. 

The  famed  volcanoes,  chimneys  of  this  fire,  145 

Gave  signals  of  its  coming,  boiling  higher. 

And  bekhing- larger  streams  of  melted  ore ; 

Like  tiiousand  peids  of  cannon  I  heard  them  roar; 

Contrary  elements  rush  mingling  down. 

The  astonished  world  at  once  to  bum  and  drown.  150 

Close  drew  the  ascending  flames  to  our  £pontievs> 

Earth's  trembling  still  encreased  with  it  our  fears  ; 

At  last  tiie  surface  half  consumed  and  rent, 

Yidds  to  the  fires  within  its  bosom  pent. 

High  heaved  the  crust,  with  strange  commotion  under^        155 

To  swelling  mountains  raised,  then  burst  asunder. 

The  horror  of  this  sight,  what  tongue  can  tell  ? 

Into  earth's  gaping  jaws  whole  empires  fell. 

Among  the  rest  I  sai^  Rcnne  tumbling  sink ; 

Others  hung  trembling  o'er  the  drea&il  brink  160 

Of  the  yawning  gulf.    Meantime  who  can  express 

Poor  man,  poor  wretched  man,  his  deep  distress  ? 

Where'er  he  fled^  where'er  he  turned  his  fieice. 

Death,  plagues,  and  ruin  met  him  every  place. 

Chased  by  a  torturing  conscience,  by  despair  "  ^        165 

Fled  he  to  hell  ?  Just  heaven  pursued  him  there : 


} 


Ah !  who  can  flee  from  Him  tnat's  everywhere  ? 

From  vengeance  just  of  heaven,  who  durst  protect  him  ? 

Or  to  escape  his  wrath,  who  could  direct  him  ? 

Mercy,  he  cried !  but  ccmscience  in  his  ear  170 

Whispered,  'tis  now  too  late,  heaven  will  not  hear : 

He  vowed  amendment ;  but  the  God  who  tries 

The  heart,  knew  his  was  fslse,  and  found  it  1^ 

The  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  at  idiose  command  175 

These  Hosts  went  forth,  now  did  them  countermand, 
Jehovah  spake  the  word ;  £^ence>  be  still, 
fWhat  soldier  dare  control  his  gmeral's  will  ?) 
'Twas  done ;  the  waves  were  laid,  winds  hdd  their  pOMe^ 
The  air  grew  calm,  tlP9  fwrth'e  eoimiltl«QS  eeeee ;  180 


} 
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And  while  the  world  waits  in  amaze  to  see^ 

Of  all  these  wonders  what  the  end  should  he : 

Lo^  in  my  dream^  methought  the  distant  sky 

Asunder  hurst^  presenting  to  mine  eye 

Through  its  transparent  vault  a  glorious  lights  ^        185 

Which  still  diffusing)  gi^ew  more  strong  and  bright^ 

Till  mortal  eyes  were  too  weak  for  the  sight. 

The  sun's  meridian  glory  gives  but  faint 

Resemblance  of  this  dazzling  firmament^ 

Whose  brightness^  still  encreasing^  came  so  near^  190 

Distinct  and  glorious  shapes  began  t'  appear ; 

At  last  the  wondering  world  plainly  discovered 

The  heavens  with  shming  hosts  of  angels  covered. 

Marching  in  state  down  to  the  lower  regions : 

In  the  centre  of  these  bright  and  shining  legions  195 

Was  raised  a  high  triumphant  dazzling  throne^ 

From  which,  as  from  its  source,  all  glory  shone. 

Its  towering  top  to  the  upmost  heavens  aspire. 

It  moved  on  glowing  wheels  of  burning  fire. 

Devouring  fiery  flames  encircling  round,  200 

Guarded  the  Sacred  Throne,  and  fixed  the  bound 

How  near  adorers  might  approach  and  live. 

When  they  the  tribute  of  their  praises  give : 
He  who  in  this  triumphant  chariot  rode. 

Could  be  no  other  than  the  Son  of  God.  205 

Once  he  came  down  before  disguised,  unknown  ; 

But  now  his  Father's  glory  and  his  own 

Was  all  displayed  when  the  great  God  descended. 

And  to  an  outward  triumph  condescended. 

On  his  majestic  brow  and  princely  head,  2X0 

Which  here  once  by  a  crown  of  thorns  did  bleed. 

Was  placed  a  ^orious  crown  whose  sparkling  gems 

With  radiant  lustre  shone,  and  awful  names 

Of  his  perfections,  all  Infinite,  Divine  ; 

Mercy,  methought,  did  all  the  rest  outshine.  215 

A  rainbow  round  his  head  the  circle  made. 

And  to  the  crown's  bright  jewels  gave  charming  shade. 

But  O,  the  exceeding  brightness  of  his  face !  ^ 

No  angeFs  tongu6  caii  sheW,  no  thou^t  can  trace,      > 

Let's  veil  it  tb«n,  lest  we  oiut  theme  disgrace.  J       290 

Forth  came  the  host  advancing  to  the  throne. 
In  soul-amazing  order  marched  they  bii. 
Palms  in  their  hands,  and  crowned  they  did  f^pear, 
'Mong  which,  e^in  Martyrs'  crowns  did  shine  most  dear. 
Next,  heaven's  bright  courtiers.  Seraphim  did  move,  S85 

Blazing  in  purest  flames  of  burning  love. 
Angelic  legions.  Cherubim  disposed 
In  order  meet,  the  dazzling  cude  closed. 
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A  radiant  splendour  iflsuiiig  from  the  throiu^ 

Lent  them  a  glory  fwallowed  up  their  own :  236 

All  were  not  equal,  yet  no  envy  hete,  1 

Each  had  what  weight  of  glory  he  oould  bear^  > 

But  saints  approach  the  sacred  thlxme  most  near.        J 

When  Christ  triumphs^  where  should  his  dearest  hride 

Be  placed^  but  at  her  Princely  Bridegroom's  side  ?  235 

Angels  he  calls  his  servants^  saints  his  Friends  { 

Their  names  he  bears  engraven  on  his  hands  ; 

Under  his  chair  triumphant  heavens  did  bow^ 

And  melted  down  as  tne  burning  wheels  past  through ; 

By  this  the  heavenly  host  was  come  so  o/^ur,  240 

Melodious  Hallelujahs  I  did  hear  ; 
When  the  Almighty  spoke>  then  dreadfill  thunder. 
Lightnings^  and  mighty  voices  hrcke  firom  under 
His  sacr^  Throne ;  this  was  the  signal  given* 
Then  all  the  angelic  choirs  and  hosts  c^  heaven,  24^ 

Fell  down  and  worshipped^  uttering  praises  forth, 
O  Holy,  Holy,  Holy,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earth  i 
Who  reigns  for  ever :  each  pulled  off  his  crown. 
And  at  ms  footstool  falling  laid  them  down : 
Live  King  of  Saints,  for  ever  live  they  sing>  2iO 

Who  with  thy  blood  redeemed  and  inade  us  kingdi 
Then  peals  of  Halleligahs  burst  around, 
Minglmg  in  chorus  with  the  trumpet's  sound. 
And  heavens  with  echoing  praises  wide  rebound. 
See  mortals  trembling  as  the  tlirone  drew  liigh^ 
He  comes !  he  eomes  to  judge  the  earth  they  cry,        S      255 
Al\  wretches  where,  ah  whether  shall  ye  fly  r  J 

Now  in  the  confines  of  our  atmosphere 
The  chair  triumphant  stopt,  taortals  prepare. 
Behold  there  st^ds  your  judge,  before  lus  &ce 
The  angels  drcumscribe  tne  etherial  space,  §60 

Where  Adam's  sons  should  rendezvous,  when  they 
Appear  at  his  dread  bar  on  the  great  day. 
Silence  proclaimed  thiroughout  the  blessed  regions. 
The  Archangel  did  advance  before  the  legions. 
And  with  his  trump  began  to  sound  a  charge  265 

So  shrill,  so  strong,  that  all  within  the  verge 
Of  human  nature  heard  the  summons  given. 
That  called  them  up^  aiid  rung  through  earth  and  heaven. 
The  trumpet  ceased,  then  £rom  his  holy  throne. 
Upon  the  trembling  earth  the  Judoe  looked  down,  270 

^d  with  an  awful  Voice,  as- when  loud  thuiider 
Breaks  through  the  air,  and  rends  j^-i^louds  asunder. 
AlTAKE  YE  DEAD !  he  ci^ed,  to  judgment  con^. 

Burst  off  the  chains  and  slumbers  of  the  tomb. 

»         •         •.*         m        *         «         *         » 
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